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I N T E R S T A T E COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT O F THE DIRECTOR O F THE BUREAU O F S A F E T Y CONCERNING AN 
A C C I D E N T ON THE DELAWARE, LACKAWANNA & WESTERN RAILROAD 

AT E D W A R D S V r L L E , P A . , ON A P R I L 1 3 , 1933 , 

J u n e 7 , 1 9 3 3 . 

To t h e C o m m i s s i o n : 

On A p r i l 1 3 , 1 9 3 3 , a n e n g i n e w i t h a c a b o o s e m a k i n g a b a c k - u p 
movement c o l l i d e d w i t h a c u t o f c a r e on t h e D e l a w a r e , L a c k a w a n n a 
& W e s t e r n R a i l r o a d a t E d w a r d s v l l i e , f l , r e s u l t i n g i n t h e d e a t h 
o f 1 e m p l o y e e a n d t h e i n j u r y o f 1 e m p l o y e e . 

L o c a t i o n a n d method o f o p e r a t i o n 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t h a t p a r t o f t h e S c r a n t o n D i v i s i o n 
w h i c h e x t e n d s b e t w e e n S c r a n t o n a n d N o r t h u m b e r l a n d , P a . , a d i s t a n c e 
o f 8 0 . 3 5 m i l e s , i n t h e v i c i n i t y o f t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t t h i s i s 
a d o u b l e ^ t r a c k l i n e o v e r w h i c h t r a i n s a x e o p e r a t e d b y t ime t a b l e , 
t r a i n o r d e r s , and a n a u t o m a t i c b l o c k - s i g n a l s y s t e m . The y a r d 
l i m i t s o f K i n g s t o n e m b r a c e t h e town o f S & w a x d s v i l l e , and t h e 
a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d o n t h e e a s t - b o u n d %xaok a t E d w a r d s v i l l e a t & 
p o i n t a b o u t 500 f e e t w e s t o f t h e s w i t c h l e a d i n g t o t h e s i d i n g o f 
t h e A t l a n t i c R e f i n i n g Company. A p p r o a c h i n g t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t 
from t h e w e s t , t h e t r a c k i s t a n g e n t fot a d i s t a n c e o f a p p r o x i m a t e ­
l y 464 f e e t , f o l l o w e d b y a 3 ° c u r v e t o t h e l e f t 653 f e e t i n 
l e n g t h , t a n g e n t t r a c k f o r a d i s t a n c e o f 324 f e e t , a 3 ° c u r v e t o 
t h e r i g h t 763 f e e t i n l e n g t h , t a n g e n t t r a c k f o x a d i s t a n c e o f 320 
f e e t , a n d a 2 ° c u r v e t o t h e l e f t 3 S 1 f e e t i n l e n g t h , t h e a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r i n g on t h i s l a t t e r c u r v e a t i t s w eB t e r n e n d . The g r a d e i s 
l e v e l . 

The movements made a t t h e t i m e o f and j u s t p r i o r t o t h e 
o c c u r r e n c e o f t h e a c c i d e n t were w i t h i n automat ize b l o c k t e r r i t o r y , 
b u t b e t w e e n two s u c c e s s i v e s i g n a l l o c a t i o n s , so t h a t t h e s i g n a l s 
were m no way i n v o l v e d . A c r o s s - o v e r c o n n e c t i n g t h e two main 
t r a c k s i s l o c a t e d 3 , 3 0 4 f e e t w e s t o f t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , a n d 
t h e y a r d - l i m i t b o a r d i s l o c a t e d 1 ,400 f e e t w e s t o f t h e c r o s s o v e r . 

The w e a t h e r was c l e a r a t t h e t i m e o f t h e a o o i d e n t , w h i c h 
o c c u r r e d b e t w e e n 1 0 : 5 5 a n a 11 p . m . 

D e s c r i p t i o n 

S w i t e h e n g i n e 337 w i t h 10 empty ta^ik o a r s , i n c h a r g e o f D r i l l 
Foreman R u s s e l l , d e p a r t e d w e s t - b o u n d f r o m t h e K i n g s t o n y a r d o f f i c e 
a b o u t 1 0 : 2 0 p . m . , i n a b a c k - u p movement on t h e e a s t - b o u n d t r a c k , 
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en r o u t e t o t h e A t l a n t i c R e f i n i n g Company p l a n t i n o r d e r t o l e a v e 
t h e empty c a r s f o r l o a d i n g a n d t o move some l o a d e d c a r s . Ten 
l o a d e d c a r s were p l & o e d o n t h e e a s t - b o u n d t r a c k j u s t w e s t o f t h e 
c l e a r a n c e p o i n t o f t h e s w i t o h ; e n g i n e - 337 them p l a c e d t h e empty 
c a r s on t h e r e f i n e r y t r a c k a n d h a d r e t u r n e d t o t h e m a i n -brack 
p r e p a r a t o r y t o p i c k i n g u p t h e l o a d e d c a & s when t h e y were s t r u c k 
by t h e c a b o o s e o f e x t r a 8 2 3 4 . 

W e s t - b o u n d e x t r a 2 2 3 4 , m c h a r g e o f C o n d u c t o r D o n n e l l y ; ; a n d 
E n g i n e m a n D e t r i c k , a r r i v e d a t 9: 45 p . m . a n d h a d i n s t r u c t i o n s t o 
y a r d t h e i r t r a i n i n t h e Woodward c o l l i e r y , l o c a t e d o n t h e n o r t h 
s i d e o f t h e w e s t - b o u n d t r a c k a t E d w a r d s v i l l e ; t h e c a b o o s e was l e f t 
on t h e w e s t - b o u n d t r a c k w h i l e t h i s was b e i n g d o n e * E n g i n e 2234 
t h e n p i c i ted up t h e c a b o o s e , p r o c e e d e d w e s t o f t h e c r o s s - o v e r 
c o n n e c t i n g t h e m a i n t r a c k s , b a c k e d t h r o u g h t h e c r o s s - o v e r t o t h e 
e a s t - b o u n d t r a o k , a n d was e n r o u t e e a s t w a r d t o t h e K i n g s t o n y a r d 
o f f i c e when t h e c a b o o s e c o l l i d e d w i t h t h e c u t o f o a r s w h i l e 
t r a v e l i n g a t a s p e e d v a r i o u s l y e s t i m a t e d t o hanre b e e n f r o m 4 t o 
10 m i l e s p e r h o u r . 

170ne o f t h e e q u i p m e n t was d e r a i l e d , b u t t h e c a b o o s e was 
p r a c t i c a l l y d e s t r o y e d ? t h e r e a r o f t h e t e n d e r o f e t i g i n e 2234 was 
s l i g h t l y d a m a g e d . The e m p l o y e e k i l l e d waa one o f t h e brakemen 
o f e x t r a 3 2 3 4 . 

Summary o f e v i d e n c e 

D r i l l Foreman R u s s e l l s t a t e d t h a t when h e p l a c e d t h e l o a d e d 
c a r s w e s t o f t h e s w i t c h t h e y were p r o t e c t e d b y a r e d l a n t e r n o n 
t h e r e a r p l a t f o r m o f t h e r e a r o r w e s t c a r . A f t e r f i n i s h i n g t h e 
work i n t h e p l a n t h i s e n g i n e r e t u r n e d tot fee m a i n t r a d i a n d was 
a b o u t t o be c o u p l e d t o t h e l o a d e d o a r e when t h e c o l l i s i o n occurred* 
Foreman R u s s e l l was w a l k i n g t o w a r d t h e r e a r e n d o f t h e c a r a when 
h e saw t h e a p p r o a c h i n g e x t r a a b o u t 25 c a r - l e n g t h s d i s t a n t a n d 
i m m e d i a t e l y g a v e a s t o p s i g n a l w h i c h i n h i e o p i n i o n c o u l d h a v e 
b e e n s e e n b y a n y o n e o n t h e l e a d i n g end o f t h e c a b o o s e . T h e r e 
were w h i t e l a n t e r n s o n t h e p l a t f o r m , b u t h e was u n a b l e t o s t a t e 
w h e t h e r o r n o t t h e m a r k e r s were l i g h t e d a n d a t no t i m e d i d he s e e 
a n y o n e o n the- c a b o o s e , n o r d i d h e s e e s t o p s i g n a l s g i v e n by a n y 
one on t h e c a b o o s e . He e s t i m a t e d t h e s p e e d o f the- t r a i n t o h a v e 
b e e n 8 o r 1 0 m i l e s p e r h o u r a n d t h o u g h t t h e t a n k c a r a w e r e moved 
a d i s t a n c e o f a b o u t 2 o r 3 c a r l e n g t h s a s a r e s u l t o f t h e i m p a c t * 

C o n d u c t o r D o n n e l l y , o f e x t r a 2234 , s t a t e d t h a t a f t e r t h e c a r s 
i n h i s t r a i n w e r e l e f t a t t h e Woodward O o l l i e a r y t h e e n g i n e was 
c o u p l e d t o t h e c a b o o s e a n d h e saw Ifcrakam&s. Mc&ndrew c o u p l e t h e 
a i r h o s e a n d o p e n t h e a n g l e c o c k s . The e n g i h e a n d c a b o o s e t h e n 
p r o c e e d e d t h r o u g h t h e c r o s s - o v e r , s t o p p e d f o r Brakeman lie Andrew 
t o b o a r d t h e c a b o o s e , and t h e n backed* a f e w c a r l e n g t h s t o t h e 
p o i n t where H a g r a a n M u n l e y b o a r d e d t h e c a b o o s e , arid c o n t i n u e d a t 
a s p e e d o f a b o u t 4 m i l e s p e r h o u r u n t i l t h e o c c u r r e n c e o f t h e 
a c c i d e n t . C o n d u c t o r D o n n e l l y s t a t e d t h a t t h e f l a g m a n s t a y e d 
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Conclusions 

This accident was caused by the failure of Conductor Donnelly 
and Flagman Munley, of engine 2234, to maintain a proper lookout 
and see that the track was clear ahead. 

General instructions contained in the time table provide that 
within yard limits, yard engines, second class, and extra trains 
will proceed under control expecting to find tracks occupied^ 
Conductor Donnelly, instead of placing himself in the oupola of 
the caboose where he could supervise the movement and also be in 
a position to apply the brakes if necessary, which he said was 
his duty, remained in the lower part of the caboose and did not 
know there was anything wrong until a few Beconds before the 
accident occurred. 

Flagman Munley took down the markers and finally looked ahead 
and saw the red light on the standing cars when it was about 500 
feet distantj he said he then gave a slow signal to the engineman, 
followed by several stop signals, but the engineman did not re­
spond. If that was the case, he should have applied the brakes 
himself, for it was his duty, to see the obstruction m time to 
take whatever steps might be necessary to prevent an accident* 
The flagman's statements, however, are not borne out by the state-* 
ments of others; the engineman stated that he was looking back 
constantly during this back-up movement and at no time did he see 
any signals from the caboose, and Foreman Russell, in charge of 
the cut of cars, stated that he watched the approaching train f©3? 
a distance of about 25 car lengths and saw no stop signals being 
given. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. P, BGRLAHD, 

Director, 




