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INTERSTATE COMMERGCE COMMISSION

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR QF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY CONCERNING AN
ACCIDENT ON THE DELAWARE, LACKAWANNA & WESTERN RAILROAD
AT EDWARDSVILLE, PA., ON APRIL 13, 1933,

-~

June 7, 1933.

To the Commission:

On April 13, 1933, an engine with a caboose making a back-up
movement collided with a cut of cars on the Delaware, Lackawanns
& Western Railroad at Edwardsville, P&., resulting in the death
of 1 employee and the injury of 1 employes,

i

Location and method of operation

Thais accident occurred on that part of the Scranton Division
which extends between S8cranton and Nozthumberland, Pa., a distance
of 80.35 miles, in the vicinity of the point of accident this is
a double~track line over which trainas are operated by time table,
train orders, and an automatic block-signal system, The yard
limits of Kingston embrace the town of Edwardsville, and the
accident occurred on the east-bound $rack at Edwardeville at &
point about 500 feet west of the swifch leading to the siding of
the Atlantic Refining Company. Appreadhing the point of accldent
from the weet, the track is tangent for & distance of approximate-
ly 484 feet, followed by a 3° curve to the left 653 feet in
length, tangent track for a distance of 334 feet, a 3° curve to
the right 763 feet in length, tangent track for a distance of 320
feet, and a 2° curve to the left 381 feet in length, the accident
occurring on this latter curve at ite western end. The grade is
level,

The movements made at the time of and just prior to the
occurrence of the accident were within auvtomatic Blogk territory,
but between two successive signal locations, so that the signals
WeTe 1n no way involved. A cross-over connecting the two mmin
tracks is located 3,304 feet west of the point of aceident, and
the yard~limit board is located 1,400 feet west of the orosamover,

The weather was clear at the time of the acocident, which
occurred between 10:55 and 11 p.nm,
Description
8witeh engine 337 with 10 empty tank cars, in charge of Drill

Foreman Russell, departed west-bound from the Kifigsten yard office
about 10120 -pem., in a back-up movement on the east-bound track,
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en route to the Atlantic Refining Company plant in order to leave
the empty cars for loading and to move some loaded cars. Ten
loaded cers were placed on the eami-bound track just weat of the
olearance point of the mwltoh; enginse 337 then placed ithe empty
cars on the refinery traock and had returnsd to the maim track
preparatory to picking up the loaded cars when they wazs Biruck
by the oabosse of extira 3234,

West-bound extra 3334, 1n charga.ﬁf.cgnﬂﬂmtox'npnnallfiand
Engineman Detrick, arrived at 9:45 p.m, and hed inst?uctions to
vard their $rain in the Woodward colllery, lccated on the morth
side of the west-bound track st Edwardsville; the caboose was left
on the west-bound track while this was being dione. Engine 3234
then picked up the cabcose, proceeded weset of the cross-over
connecting the main tracks, backed through the cross-over to the
east~bound track, and was en route eastward to the Xingston yard
office when the c&booae collided with the cut of ears while
traveling at a speed varitumly &stimated bo hive been from ¢ to
10 miles per hour,

None of the equlpment was derailed, tut the oaboose was
practically destroyed; the rear of the tender of engine 2234 was
slightly damagsd, The employee kllled wag one ai the brakemen
of extra 3234.

Summary of evidence

Drill Fereman Russell stated that when he placed the loaded
cars west of the switch they were protected by & red lantern on
the rear pletform of the rear or west car, After finishing the
work in the plant his engine returned to the main track and was
about to be coupled to the loaded cars when the collision cccurred,
Foreman Russell was walking toward the rear end of the cars when
he saw the approaching extre about 35 car«lengths disgant and
immediately gave a stop signal which in hie opinion could have
been gseen by anyone on the leading end of the caboosse, Taere
were white lanterne on the platform, but he wes umable to state
whetiier or not the markers were lighted and at no time did he see
any one on the caboose, nor did he see stop signels given by any
one on the esboose, He esiimated the speed of the traln to have
bcen 8 or 10 miles per hour and thought the itank cars were moved
a distance of about 3 or 3 car lengths as a result of the impact,

Conductor Donnelly, of extra 2334, stated that after the cars
in his train were left at the Woodwsrd Uolliery the srgine was
coupled +ts the caboose and he saw Brakeman Mejindryew ceupie the
alr hose and open the sangle cocks, Tihe engine and caboose then
proceedsd through the cross-over, stopped for Brakemsn MciAndrew
to board .the caboose, and then backed & few car Jengths to the
point where Flagman Munley boarded the csbwose, amd contimued at
a speed of about 4 miles per hour uniil the ocgurrence of the
accident. Conductor Donnelly stated that the flagman sfayed



oo = 5

SELg¥EeL of - Lvo ok psly vhEguel Ctiwefed LIBGRICA U of B o B
i el Luied bebsol oty albsed wad ‘

s BY B point 1,000 ke
"down uis lanterd on

FOM Oy N O¥ TRAY pudiwe afld Yty e
2ap Fhew e g8y odd Ao mraidaic 4o s

i inf
PR,

SGElonant todsubo ol _
Bonhed e angiue i

R
,

g

i

7
5 &g % B
A T
%é»}gﬁ Tl >
St Yk

i
(7
4
-z,

,

T
E

i
&
<4

g



—5—
Conclusions

This accident was caused by the fallure of Conductor Dounelly
and Flagman Munley, of engine 3234, to maintain a proner lockout
and sce that the track was clear ahead,

General instructions contained in the time table provide thet
within yard limits, yard engines, second class, and extra trains
wi1ll proceed under control expecting to find tracks cccupied,
Conductor Donnelly, instead of placing himself in the oupola of
the caboose where he could supervise the movement and also be in
a8 position to apply the brakes 1f necessary, which he said was
his duty, remained in the lower part of the caboose and did not
know there was anything wrong until a few seconds before the
accident occurred,

Flzgman Munley took down the markers and finally looked ahead
and saw the red light on the standing cars when 1t was about 500
feet dietant; ke said he then gave a slow signal to the engineman,
followed by severzl stop signals, bul the engineman did not re-
gpond, If thet wae the case, he should have applied the brakes
himself, for it was his dquty, to see the obstruction in time %o
take whatever steps might bégnecessary to prevent an accident.
The flagman's statements, however, are not borne out by the state-
ments of others; the engineman stated that he was looking back
constantly during this bvack-up movement and at no time did he see
any signals from the caboose, and Foreman Russell, in oharge of
the cut of cars, stated that he watched the approaching train for
a distence of about 25 car lengths and saw no stop signals being
given,

Respectfully submitted,
W. P. BORLAND,

Director.
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