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SUMMARY
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February 27, 1959

The Delaware and Hudson
Colliers, N ¥

Collision
Freight train
Extra 4118 North

Diesel-electric umits 4118,

4040 and 4037
100 cars, caboose

2 W0moph

3835

Motortruck

5mop h_

Timetabie, train orders, and auvtomatic block-si1gnal system

Double, tangent, 0 12 percent descending grade northward

Tangent, crosses track at an angle of 86°04', level

Clear
1210p m

2 killed, 1 injured

i

Motartruck being driven onto a rail-highway grade erossing
immediately in front of an approaching train




INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION
REPORT NO 3836
IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS UNDER

THE ACCIPENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910

THE DFT AWARE Al ) HUDSON RAILROAD CORPORATION

June 4, 1959

Accident at Colliers, N Y , on Cebruary 27, 1959, caused by a motortruck being driven onto
a rail-highwav grade crossing =+ *ely in frort of a1 aporoaching train

1
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

FREAS, Commissioner

Or February 27, 1959, at Colhiers, N Y, there was a ¢ollision between a freight train on
the Deiawo e and Hudson Railroad and 2 motertruck at « rail-highway grade cressing, which resulted
n the dec r of 2 train-service ennloyees, and the imjury of the artver of tne truck

Uider authority of secaon 17 {2) of the Inlerstate Commerce Act the above-entitled proceeding

was re‘cr ed by the Commission to Commissioner Freas for conoiderction and disposition
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Location of Accident and Method of Operation

This accident occurred on that part of the Susquehanna Subdivision extending betwesn
Umeonta and Delanson, N Y , 54 9 miles, a double-track line over which trains are operated by
timetable, train orders, and an automatic block-signal system In the irmediate vicinity of the
point of accident a northbound train by timetable direction moves toward the east by geographic
direction  Timetable directions are used mn this report At Colliers, 5 3 miles north of Oneonta,
a sour track parallels the main tracks on the east The switch of the spur track 1s trailing point
for northbound movements on the northward moin track and 1s about 159 feet north of the station

The accident occurred on the nerthward main track at a point about 34 feet north of the
station where the railroad 18 crossed at grade by @ private road From the south there are, 1n
succession, a 4°30" curve to the right 1,561 feet in length, a tangent 651 feet to the point of acer-
dent and a considerable distance northward The grade 15 0 12 percent descending northward

The private reoad extends eastward from New York State Highway Ne 7 and intersects the
the tracks at an angle of 8604’ It 1s surfaced with dirt and 1s approximately 14 feet i width
The crossing 1s surfaced with 16-foot planking lmd on the cutside of each rail and between the
rails of each track The remaining area 1s surfaced with dirt  From the west con this read there
are, 1n succession, a curve to the left approxirately 157 feet in length, a tangent cbout 38 feet,
and a curve to the nght aoproxmimately 97 feet to the crossing From the west the grade 1s slightly
ascending in the immediate vicinity of the crossing and level over the crassing

A s1gn 3 feet wide and 1 foot 9 1/4 inches high 158 mounted on a post located about 9 feet
north of the center of the road ~nd 19 feet west of the centerline of the southward rain track  This
sign 1s about 5 feet above the level of the rood and bears the words, ‘Delaware and Hudson Ral-
rood Corp  Notice This 1s not a oublic cressing  All persons cre forbidden to tresoass upon ar
cross the railroad lands at this olace under penalty of the law'’

A whistle post for northbound trains 15 located 1,441 fest south of the crossing

This carrier’s operating rules read 1n part as follows

3l The whistle must be sounded at all whistling posts and where required by rule, by
law or an emergency

Timetable special instruchiens read 1n part as follows

3 TRAIN SIGNALS
General

The headlight to the front of the leading diesel-electric locomotive 1n road, * * * or
transfer service * * + will he kept lighted during daylight hours

Vehicle and traffic laws of the State of New York read 1n part as follows

SECTION 1171 CERTAIN VEHICLES MUST STOP AT ALL RAILROAD GRADE CROSSINGS.



{A) The driver of any * * * vehicle carrying * * * flammable liquds as a carge or part
of a cargo * * * before crossing at grade any track or trocks of a railroad, shall stop such
vehicle within fifty feet but not less than fifteen feet from the necrest rail of such railroad
and while s¢ stopped, shall listen and lock in both directions along such track for any ap-
proaching train, * * * gnd shall not proceed until he can deo so safely * * *

* koW

The mmunum autherized speed for freight trains 1n the vicinity of the pownt of accident 1s
50 miles per hour

Description of Accident

Extra 4118 North, a northbound freight trmin, consisting of road-switcher type diesel-electric
urits 4118, 4040 and 4037, coupled 1n multiple-umit control, 100 cars and g caboose, departed from
Oneonta gt 11 54 a m About 16 minutes later, while moving at an estimated speed of 25 - 30 miles
per hour, 1t struck a motertruck at a point about 34 feet north of the station at Colliers, where the
railroad 15 crossed at grade by @ private road

The vehicle inveolved was a tractor and seru-traiier owned by J A Carman Trucking Com-
pany, Inc, Prattsville, ¥ Y The driver, whe was the sole cccunant, held New York State Chaui-
feur license No bB20478 The tractor was a 1955 Brockway, powered by a diesel engine, and bore
New York State license Mo 497-395 It was equipped with g conventional cab and a single rear
axle with dual wheels The semi-trailer was a 1955 Fruehauf of the tank type and bere New York
State license No 103-876 Tt was equipped with tandem axles having dual wheels Both the tractor
and serri-tratler were equipped with air brakes The total length of tne vehicle was 46 feet 5 inches
and the gross weight was 89,250 pounds At the time of the accident the semri-trailer was loaded
with 6,450 gallens of gasoline  This vehicle entered the crossing and was moving eastward at an
estimated speed of 5 males per hour when 1t was struck by Fxtra 4118 North

I'he rractor stopped upright about 81 feet north of the pomnt of accident and about 10 feet
east of the centerline of the northward mair truck The semi-trailer was separated from the tracter
and stopped on the southward main track structure about 76 feet north of the point of accident The
tank of the sema-trailer was ruptured Gascline became 1gnited and flames enveloped the control
compartment of the leading diesel-electric unit  The train stopped with the front end 775 feet north
of the pomnt of accident and immrediately thereafter an explosion occurred 1n the leadimg diesel-
electric unit  No equipment of the train was derailed  Tre leading diesel-electric unit was heavily
damaged by the collision and fire  The tractor and the semi-trailer were heavily damaged

The engineer and the fireran died as a result of injuries sustained in the accident
The weather was clear at the time of the accident, which occurred about 12 10p m

Durirg the 30-day period preceding the day of the accident the average daily railroad rmove-
ment over the crossing was 20 4 trains  Durning the 16-hcur period beginning et 8§ 00 @ m , March 3
1959, 77 motor vehicles passed over the crossing

The control corpartments of the locometive were located at the south end of the 1st and 2nd
diesel-electric umts and at the north end of the 3rd unit  The 1st diesel-electric unit was equipped
with a speed-recording device, however, the tape was destroyved in the accident
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Discussion

As Extra 4118 Nerth was approaching the point where the accident oceurred the enginemen
were 1n the control compartment of the first diesel-electric umt, the front brakeman was in the con-
tro! compartrent of the second diesel-electric un:t, anc the conductor, the flagman and the rear
brakeman were in the capoose The brakes of the trainhad been tested and had functioned properly
The headlight was lighted

Tne front brakeman said that the locoretive horn was sounded as the train passed the whistle
post, 1,441 feet south of the crossing and that the warning signal was prelonged until the cellision
occurred  Severd witnesses stated that they also neard the locomrotive horn peing sounded as the
tran approached the crossing  The front brakeman said that an energency applicaticn of the brakes
~vas made about 250 - 300 feet scutn of the crossing while the train was roving at an estirdted
speed of 25 - 30 riles per Pour He saa that immediately after the emergency application of the
brakes was initiated he crossed from the west side to the east side of the contre! compartiment and
observed tre tractor of the venlcle on the crossing, and that the collision occurred irmed:ate ly
thereafter Before the train stopped, tne frent brakeran saw fire envelope the control compertment
of the leading diesel-electric wut  As tne train stooped, he observed the enginemen leaving the
contrel compartment threugh the rear doorway  While thev were proceeding to alight from the loco-

motive an explosion ccclrred 1n the leading d_esel-electric unit

The driver of the vehicle wvelved operated motortrucks over this crossing several times
weekly for a period of 4 - 5 years prior to the day of the Jccident  When guestioned, the driver
stated that he had no recollection of turnimg left fromr New York State Highway No 7 on the day of
the accident and could not remember the speed at which he operated the vehicle over the private
road  He smd, however, that after stopping short of the crossing he moved the motortruck onto the
crossing at a speed of about 5 miles per hour, and that he was not aware of the troin approaching
unti] 1mmediagtely before the collision occurred

Througheut a distance of B8 feet in approach to the crossing the ariver of an eastbound
vehicle on the private rowd can see a northbound tram on the northward mowmn track throughout a
distance of approximately 1,000 feet south of the crossing

Cause

This accident was caused by a motortruck being driven onto a rail-Fighway grade crossing
1mmediately 1n front of an approaching troin

Dated at Washington, D C , this fourth
day of June, 1859

By the Cormssgien, Comrussioner Freds

{SEAL) HARCLD D MeCOY,

Secretary
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