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| INVESTIGATION NQ. 2943
THE DELAWART ANZ HUDSOF RAILROAD CORPORATION
REPORT IN RE ACCIDENT
NEAR COOPERSTOWN JCT., M. Y., ON

OCTOBER 30, 1945
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Delaware and Hudson

October 30, 19245

Qooperstowvn Jet., N. Y.
Reagr-end collision

Track molor-car : Freignt train

Extra 536 South

536
Mptor-car 8868, : O cars, 1 passenger-
trailer beggage car
Unkrnown + 40 m. p. h.

Timetable, train orders and
sutomatic Dlock-signal system

Double; 3° curve; 0.38 percent
descending grade southward

Clear
4:55 p. m.

3 %Xilled; 1 injured
Failure to provide adequate pro-

tection for movement of track

notor-car
That the Delaware and Hudson Rail-

road¢ Corporation provide adeaquate ‘

protection for the movement of
track motor-cars on its line

—
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMAISSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 2943

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPCRTS ACT CF MAY 6, 1910.

THE DELAWARE AND HUDSON RAILROAD CORPORATICHN

December 4, 1945.

Accident near Cooperstown Jet., N. Y., on October 30, 1945,
caused by fallure tc provide adequate protection for
the movement of a track msotor-car.

1
REPORT OF THZ COMMISSION

PATTERSON, Comnissioner:

On Octcber 30, 1245, there was a rear-end collision
between a track motor-car and a freight train or tne line
of tne Delaware and Hudson Railroad Corporation near
Cooperstown Jet., N. Y., wnich resulted in the deatn of
tnree employees, and the injury of one employee.

lynder authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstste Com-

merce Act tne above-entitled vroceeding was referred by the
Commisgsion to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and
disposition.
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Tocation of Aceldent &nd Method of Operation’

Tnis accident occurred on that part of the Susquehanna
Division extending between KN Tower, near Albany, and Binghamtonr
N. Y., 141 miles, a double-track line in tne vicinlty of the
point of accident, oveér which traing moving with the current of
traffic are operated by timetable, train orders and an automatic
Bléck-signal system. The accident occurred on;the southward
main track 73.24 miles south of KN Tower, at a.point 0.76 mile
nortn of Cooperstown Jct. From the nortn tnere is & tangent
717 feet in length, which is followed by a 3° curve to the right
1,617 feet to the point of accident and 122 feet soutnward. The

K grade is 0.38 percent descending southward.

Operating rules resd in part asg follows

14. Engine Wnistle Signals. . .
Note.--The signals pregcribed are 11lustrated
by "o" for short sounds; " " for longer sounds.

A succession of short sounds of the walstle is
an alarm 3 * <%

~

92 Wnen a train stops or is delayed, under
clrcumstances “in wnich it may be overtaken by an-..
otner train, tne flagman must go bacr immediately
witn stop signals a sufficient djistarnce to insure
full protection, and place and leave two torpedoes

N on the rail. * % %

oW %

©9a. 1Vnen conditions refuire it a fusee must
be used. A train findlng a fusee burning on the
engineerts side within tne right-of-way, fmust,
-after naving stopped, proceed cautloule, looklng
-olut for. a steo signal.

Instructions governing ovperetion of track motor-cars read
in part as followgt: ' ' ’

8.  Track car drivers nmust keep tnemselves in-
formed as to train movements, to be omr constant
lockout and occubpy track only wnen 1t 1's safe to

"do sc. Wnen a "Line up" of train movements isg-
obtained 1t must not be considered final because
operating conditions may require running of addi-
fional trains or chsange in "line up".

25. “All persons riding on self-propelled cars
must be seated when cer 1s in motion and so placed
that an unobsbtructed view in both-dlrectlons may
be nad by tane driver
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35. Tne following siggal equipment must be
carried on all self-propelled cars:

2 - Red Flags
12 - Torpedoes

6 - Fusees

2 - Red Lights
2 - Wnite Lignts

Tne maximum authorized speed for the freignt train was 40
miles per nour and for the motor car, 25 miles per hour. -

Description of Accldent

Track motor-car 586 and a traller, in the order named, de-
parted soutn-bound from Central Bridge, 39.3 miles north of
Cooperstown Jct., about 3 p. m., passed Extra 536 South at
Ricnmondville, 25.5 miles north of Cooperstown Jct., passed WN
Cabin, the last open office, Bl miles north of Cooperstown
Jct., about 4:20 p. m., and while moving on the southward maln
track at an unknown speed 1t was struck by Extra 536 South.

Extra 536 South, a south-bound frelght train, consisting
of engine 536, 9 freignt cars and one passenger-baggage car, 1in
the order named, departed from Ricnmondville at 3:40 p. m.,
passed WN Cabin at 4:43 p. m., and while moving at an estimated
speed of 40 mlles per hour it struck track motor-car 586.

The traller was detacned from motor-car 586, and was de-
molisned. Motor-car 586 contjhued southward unattended and
collided with a cut of cars at a point 8.66 miles south of the
point of accident, and was badly damaged. The front end of
tne engine of Extra 536 was sligntly damaged.

The weatner was clear and it was dusk at the time of the
accident, wnicn occurred about 4:55 p. m.

The employees killed and injured were members of a force
of painters.

According to data furnished by the railroad, motor-car 586
was of the 4-wneel type, weighed 1,800 pounds, and was 8 feet
11-3/4 inches in lengtn. It was powered by a 36-horsepower
gasoline motor, and the transmission was of the shaft type. It
was equipped witn a canopy-type top, which was 6 feet 7-1/4
incnes above tne tons of the rails, and with windshields at eacn
end of the car. Tne trailler was of the 4-wheel tray-deck type.
Tne deck was 1 foot 7 inches above the tops of the rails. The
motor-car and thne trailer wer® insulated to prevent the shunt-
ing of signal track circuits.

Discussion

The investligation disclosed tnat a force of painters, con-
sisting of a foreman and three hands, was temporarlly engaged
in painting a bridge at a point about 39 miles north of Coopers-
town Jct. and on the day of the accident was proceeding on track
motor-car 586, wnich was hauling an empty trailer from the point

-
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of work tTo Oneonta, 6.2 miles south of Cooperstown Jct. About

3 p. m. the train dispatcher authorized the foreman to proceed
southward from CenSral Bridge %o Oneontaz, a distance of 485.5
miles. The motor-car wilch was being operated by the foreman,
tnen proceeded. At Richmondville motor-car 586 passed Extra

536 Soutn, which was perfeorming switching service, and continued
to prcceed soutnward. About 4:05 p. m. the foreman called the
train dispatcher by telephone from W3S Cabin, 11.9 miles nortn of
Cooperstown Jct., and meceived permlesion to proceed on the
southward main track. X% this timc the dispatcher informed the
foreman that Extra 536 was 7 miles nortn of WS Cabin. At 4:20
p. m. tne foreman called the dispatcher from WN Cabin, 8.1 miles
north of Cooperstown Jet., and received permission to proceed
southward. At this time the dispatcher informed tne foreman
that Extra 536 was 5.9 miles north of WN Cabin and would perform
Switchling service at Scheonevus, 0.9 mile north of WN Cabin.
Motor-car 586 proceeded souta of WHN Cabin, and about 4:55 p. m.,
wnlle moving at an unknown spced, it was struck by Extra 536 at
a point 0.76 mile north of Cooperstown Jct.

Extra 536 passed Wil Cebin a2t 4:43 p. m. Between "I Cabin
and thne point of accident this train possed three automatic
slgnals, which displayed proceced. However, the motor-cer and
traller were so insulated that they would not snunt the signal
track circuits. As Extra B38 was gpproaching tne point of
acclident the speed was shout 40 miies per hour in territory
wnere the maximum autnorized epeed was 40 miles per nour. No
frain order had been issued restricting the authority of tnls
traln to proceed at the maximum autnorlzed speed. The engine-
men were meintaining a lookout snead, and the first that these
employees were aware of anytning being wrong was when tne en-
gineer saw motor-coar 586 about 400 feet distant. He immedlately
placed tne brake valve in em2rgency pesition and sounded the
alarm wnistle signal. The accident occurred before the speed
of the trein becsme reduced. Because of track curvature and
an embankment about 25 feet in heignt on tne inside of the
curve, the view of tne point of accident from a south-bound en-
gine was materislly restricted. At Richmondville tne crew of
Extre 536 nad observed the tr-ck motor-car as it proceeded
southward anead of their trein, but they expected that the
motor-car would be protected.

Tne movements of track motecr-cars arc authorized orally
by the train dispatcher, and an oral line-up of the movement of
trains within a limited territory is gilven the operator of a
track motor-cer. Train crews are not given information about
line-ups authorized to motor-cer operators. The rules for thne
operetion of track motor-cers provide that trains otner tnan
those mentioned in a line-up may be operated at any time with-
cut nctifying motor-crr onerators, and motor-csrs must be pro-
tected by tneir crewe at 211 times. Such protection consists
of visual observation in bobtn directions by the operator of a
motor-car, and by flag protection. Ir this case, the maximum
autnorized speed for the motor-car was 25 miles per hour, and
for the followlng train 40 miles per hour. Thnerefore, under
tne rules, since tne motor-car and treiler were insuleted to
prevent actuetion of rutometic-block signals the only provision
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for protecting the movement of the motor—car wae spaclng en-
forced by burning fusees. FHowever, the omeraalng rules of tnis
carrier do not specifically nrovide for the dropping of lighted
fusees at intervals wnen a movement is' proceeding at less thnan
nornal speed in territory wihere tne view 1s obscured. The cnief
rules examiner sald the rule implied that,.wnen conditions re-

quire, fusees should be dropped at intervals-by the crew of a "

track motor-car. The operator of tne motor-car involved had
been examined on tre rules agbout 9 years prigr to the accident.
At the time of tne accident the motor-cer was equipped witn the
required flagging signals. Since the operator of the motor-car
was killed in tae accident, 1t could not be determined what
understanding'be had of the rules, nor wny he feiled to provide
protection. Thne only surviving NEWOGP of the painting force
wes not qualified to operagte track motor-cars.

During tne 23-month period immediately preceding the date
of tne accident near Cooperstown Jct., the Commission investi-
gated seven collisions between track motor-cars and ftrains.
Tnese accidents resulted in the death of 15 persons end tne in-
Jury of 18, and were caused by fallure to provide adequate pro-
tection for tne movement of track motor-cars. In the instant
case, tne crew of thne following train was not informed py signal
indication as to tne location of tne preceding motor-car, and
no protection was furnisned for the motor-car. Since automatic-

block signals do not furnish »rotection for insulated motor-cars,

equlvalent protection snould be provided. Tne book of onerating
rules of this carrier contains manual-block rules for tne block-
Ing of trains, but these rules were not in effect on tne line
wnere tne accident occurred. f the motor-car had been pro-
tected in accordance witn the manual-block rules, tne crew of
tne following train would have received information as to the
presence of tne motor-car in the block ahesad.

Cause
It is found that this accident was caused by failure to
provide adequatc nrotection for tiie movement of a track motor-
car.

Recommenrndation

It is recommended tnat tne Delaware and Hudson Railroad
Corporation provide adequate nrotection for the movement of
track motor-cars on its line.

Dated at Wasnington, D. C., this fourth .

day of December, 1945.
By tne Commission, Cormissioner Patterson.
W. P. BARTEL,
(SEAL)

Secretary.



