INTERSTATE COMMERCE CCM:i1SSION

WASHINGION

INVESTIGATION NO. 2993
COLUMBUS AND GREENVILLE RAILWAY COIPANY
REPORT IN RE ACCIDENT

HAY 13, 1946




Railroad:

Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:
Train involved:
Train number:
Engine number:
Consist:
Estimated speed:

Operation:

Track:

Weather:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:

-2~ Inv-2993

SUMMARY

Columbus and Greenville
May 13, 1946 '
¥Winona, kiss.
Derailment

Mixed

109

506

16 cars

20 m. p. h.

Timetable ond train orders;
yvard limits

o
Single; 4°20' curve; 0.343 percent
ascending grate westward

Clear

2:50 p. m.

1 xilled

Switcen in yard 1imits naving been

left opcn and train entering it
at excessive speed
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M
E; THE ACCIDEIUT RTFQOLTES ACT OF MAY 6, 1910,

IN THE
UKD

COLUMBUS Al'D GREENVILLE RATILVAY COITLELY

Accident at Winona, Miss., orn lMay 13, 1248, caused by
switen in yard limits zaving bcen lert omen and
Trein entering it at excersive soeed.

1
REPORT CF THE JMMISSTICN

PATTERSCN, Commissioner:

On May 1&, 1045, there w a aeral

as eraillment of a mixed
train on tae Columbus and Greenville Reilway at "Minona,
Misg., walen resulted in the deatn of one enployse.

linder aut tnority of scction 7 (2} of the Irnterstate Co
merce Act the above-sntitled proceeding wvaoe referred by t
Commission %o Comnissiorer Putterson for consideration an

disposition.
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Location of Accident ard Method cof Onerstion

Tne Columbus and GreernvillesReilway is a gle-track line
extending between Columbus ané Creenville, ¥iss., 167.7 niles,

over wnicn trailns are operated by timetable and train orders.
Tnere is no olock system in usge. Within yard limits at Winona
64.6 miles west of Columbus, there 1s a spur track 210 feetl in
lengtn on the ncertn side of the main track Entry to toe spur
track is made tarougn & Ve. 10 fturnout. Tne switenh is facing-
point for west-bound movemcnte, and is 2.94 niles west cf the
east yarc-1limit sign, 1.07 miles west of the station and 0.54
mile east of the west yard-1imit sign. £ nand-opereted block-
type derail is located adJaCJP* to the nertn reil of the spur
track arnd 130 feet west of the switeh. The ricrmal vosition of
the devrail 1s in derailing position. The accident occurred on
the spur track at the aeril. Fror: the east on the main track
tnere 18 a tangent 1,341 feet in lenpth, which is followed by
a 4¥20' curve to the lert 212 feet to the spur~track switch.
Tne grade 1s 0.843 vercent ascending westward.

The spur track is pr

it is 38 feet norizontally
laid o a fi11 about 10 fee
a cer-stcp consisting of ab
turnout consists ¢ 80- St

nd at the weet end
in track. It 1is

n west end there 1is

ut 2 cubic Va ds of eartn. The

ird switch nmoints, frog and rails laid

1

ou
on 73 eviten ties. It is fully Tienlated, single—spiked, pro-
vided witn rail anchore and 4-nole angle bars, and 1s ballasted
with cinders to a deptn of 6§ inchcs. Thne alng of the switch
1s 1°940'17" ard %the ansle cf the frog is 5°43'29". When the
switcn is lined noermally a oreen 01rcular target 18 inches in
diameter is displeyed at right angles to the track. "Wnen the
switen is lined feor enu13 to the srur track a red arrow-shape
Terget is dieplayed at rigat anztlcee to the tracx.

art as Tollows:
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ixod Signel--4 signal o
I

ixed location indi-
cating e conGition afrectir ne I

cvenent of a

*Note--Tne definition of a "Fixed Signal' covers
such signals as * * % yard limite, switch, * ¥ *
for displaying indications that govern tne movement

of a Ttrain
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93. Within yard limits the maln track may be
used without protection against second and in-
ferior class trains. Second and infericr class
and extra trains must move witnin yard limits
prepared to stop within one-half the range of
their vision, unless the main track is seen or
known to be clear. '

Description of Accident

No. 109, a west-bound second-class mixed train, consisted
of engine 506, a 2-8-2 type, 13 freight cars, 1 baggage car, 1
mail-baggage car and 1 coacin, in the order named. The passenger-
equipment cars were of steel-underframe construction. This
train departed from tze station at Winona at 5:45 p. m., 4 hours
55 minutes late, and while moving within yard limits at an esti-
mated speed of 20 miles per nour it entered the spur-track
switch, struck the derail, wnich was in derailing position, and
the engine, tne tender and the first car were derailed.

The engine continued in line witn the spur track, ran
tnrougn the eartnen car-stop, dropped off the end of the fill,
stopped witn tne front end 264 feet west of tne switcn and
leaned toward the nortn at an angle of 15 degrees. Tne tender,
remaining coupled and practicelly in line with the engine,
telescoped tne left side of the cab. The front ftruck of tne
first car was torn loose and the body of tne car was suspended
upon the rear end-sill of the tender. Tne derailed equipment
was badly damsged.

Tne weather was clear at the time of thc accident, which
occurred about 5:50 p. m.

Tne engineer was killed.

Discussion

No, 109 was meving within yard limits at Winona at a speed
of about 20 miles per nour when it entered the spur-track switch,
wnicn was lined for entry to the spur track, struck the derail,
wnicn was in derailing position, and the engine, tne tender and
the first car were derailed.

Immediately after the accident examination disclosed that
Tne spur-track switcn was lined and locked for entry to the
spur track. The operating rod was bent downward about 3 lnches
below 1ts normal slincment,” the south switchn-point was about
3/4-incn from the stock rail and the north switch-point was
open about 4 inches. Tnc soutn switch-point bore marks on the
stock-rail side indicating that prior %o fthe accldent the switch
nad been lined for entry to the s»pur track and thce switceh had
been trailed tihrough by an cast-bound movemecnt. The section
foreman in chargc of thc territory iavolved said that during
tne morning on the day of the accident nhis force was engaged in
cleaning and oiling switches in this territory. About 9 a, m.
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tnc forcran unlocked tne spur-irack switern. Onc member of nis
force ovcrated tne switcn ceverel times and another mermbe
luoricated the switch nlates. Affter tliis worr was cowp¢@ted
tne foreman instructed the membder of nis forcc who overated
the switenn to Jock it in sornm

O"lthﬂ. Soon afterward, tne
n the uraok notor-car, and

3

a

section force depzarted ceetwar
s n mau 1 no-.-l nosition atv

tnese employess taoag_t tne si
that time. Ilc member of the section force was again in the
vicinlty of tils switch until after the eccident occurred.
Between tne time the switch was nandled by the scction force
and the tims the accident occurred, the only movement in that
vicinlty was arn east-bourd ilrsin whicn passed over the switen
ebout 12:30 p. m. Yo nember of the crev of thst trein observed
trie zosition of tne switch.

As No. 109 was approaching the °our—traok switch, the
enginemen were in tne cab of the rglne nd tne members cf the
train crew were in the resr car. The Llreﬂ m said tha*t, soon
after the trein departed from *ai2 statien at Winona and until
tne encine reascned a »oint about 1CC feet eact of the s»hur-
rack switcn, he wess enpaged in tonding the fire.. Then he
looked ohead but, because %a. toiler of the engine obstructed
nis view, ne was unable to seco tae spur-track sviten. The
first e knew of anytiaing baeing wron

ong was wnén the engine
entered tie turnout. Thza thc ~agineer cloessd the tarottle
and placed tne etreke valve in emcrgency 0081:ion, but the de
pilment ccourred beforc the tralr oould be staoaed. Tne
brakes of tnls train nad functioncd properly et all points

wihere used c¢n route. Becausg cf the curve to the left the view
of the spur-track switch from tie rignt side of a west-bound
engine was materially restricted. Thc enczincer was killed in
tne accident. Tha members of the train crew were rnot aware of
anytning being wrong until the brakes were applled in emer-
gency. Under the provieions of tie yard-limit rule, No. 109
was requiraa to be onerated in such manner Thnat it could be
stopped snort of a train, an obstruction or o switen not
properly lined.

It is found tha is accident wag caus
vord limlts naving been lefs oden and & trel
excessive speed.

Dated at azni
day of July,

=
i

yton, D, C,, this twenty-fourth
7 a

3y tnec Commiccion, Comnissioner Potiscrson.



