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To tan Commission®

On Fehruary 7, 1932, ftheie was a “cad-ead cnllision
between a n:gséntr train and a 1-7hY cvciae on the Fjllch—
f:eld Rarlrond near SoHruce Pire, I, J., waich resulted 1n
the death of 1 ermlovee, aad thﬂ 1n1ary or 5 nassensers,

g

2 vpers3ons carried u:dvr contract, ~n1 5 emaloyecs,
Location and =method of onervation

Tois accideat accurred on that —»Hairt of ths railroad
exteadiny netween Erwin, Tenn., and 3Smartanovry, 5. C., a
digtance of 141 .uales, 1n tne i1mmedinte viecinity of tne onint
of accidant thic 18 a cin-je-trsck 1li.e ovor which trains
are operated bv tire _taslerand *troin orders, no slock-siannl
systen beilag in usc. The accideat occurred 1n a reclkl cut
anproximately 1% w1les soutn of Snruce Piae, apnroacaing
this ncint fron ine north iters s 1 -erie~ of sharo curves
a.ad short taﬂvents, Tollomed by ~ commound curve to the
r12a% 520.5 feet 1in iength vit1 1 7vaximun curvatvre of 10
the mccident ocevrriacs on thas curve £8 feet Ifror 1ts
northern end, wiere tre curvatuTe 1g8 ot 1%s mavTi um.  Ap-
proachiag from the zouth the track 1~ tAan-ent Jor a Aistarce
of 2,220 feet, follomed o7 the cvrve on wiaich the accident
occurred. The ~rade at tae »mo.nt ol accidert 15 C 3 ver
c2n% sascendiny for scuthmound trerii1s. The bank of tae cut
in which %ie accident occurred 1as a wWMaX1TAr nelght of 32
feet on the west or 1aside of the cirve, and r-osiricts the
view of the en inemer of opnng s trazns (o anorexiantely
120 Teret.

O

Tae weather was clear at trne time ni tne accideat,
which occurred atout 2 p. m.

Description
Southbound wasscnger train No. 32 con-isied ol one

comdination mal1l, Mngegage and exnress car and tvo coaches,
nauled by enzine 103, of the 4-2-0 %vme, a1d wns 1n charge
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of Conductor Swencer 1af Encineann lett. This train

left S»nruce Pine at 1.52 n. m., 18 wminater late, and shortly
afterwarde 1t ¢ollided witn northbnurd extra 734 while
traveling aft a sored estimaled %o h=wve beel betieen 35 and
30 miles mer hour.

A C.f)

1

4

Northnourd ~xtra 734 war a light enrlno, of the 2-8-

-8 tyoe, 1a chnzme o7 Eng.newna Smith and Firewan Carmen-
ter. Tn1s engiqe left Ervin ot 10 a. m., as=si<t.inp soutn-
bound train Mo. 25 to Altamass, 3.9 miles scuth of Soruce
Pine, and unon taie arrival of tnat train at Svruce Pine
the crew rereived train order No. 12, Tor 1%, which in
nart authsrized cagine 734 to ruan exsT from Altanres to
Erwin. Upna arriviag at Altanass ename 774 was cut off,
surned on tae wye, took wiabter,nad dena: ted neorthovoound at
1.53 n. m., HOCO“dl”T to the tra .n sheet, and 1t was while
thig latter movement wae oe1ng mAace w1t the encmine travel-
1ng at a soueed estimited at 25 miles mer o wer, tlmt 1t
collided 'rith frein ilo 323,

Engine 123 weg forced uowrid »1d to oae side, sSooning !
vita 1ts rinria ear reshtine on enTiae 734 and the front
end a_a1nst tae well of tie cut un the 1aride 2f the curve,
this eng1i1e was dapolished, beir~. »in.e4d U 1n foUur vieces
wiltnout the nececsity of cittin, ewny any 2f the parts. The
tender wag deriiled A-d the cisSern Seorn frem 1ts frave,
tne cigtern beono wved _ed asr1inst the hoiler of the eagine.
All of the cars revained on the track, althourh the front
end of the baztare car was telcezoned ﬂOOht 13 inches and
the nther cere svatai-ed some dowece.  Tac rony truck and
forwnard onir of Criving Jneelg of onsime 734 were deralled,
anl t»e eapgine wag cnaisnderatly damn-cd, the froat cad ceing
crusied and tae beorler driven hock 0 tis frare about 8
inches. Tae emmioyes killed woe t1: T1reman o7 tne
DESIBNLET ENg1IMC.

8 .mmary of evide ce

Conductor Swvencer, of train No. 38, statad that after
his train denarted fr om Soruce Pine, at 1.53 p. n., ae
passed tirougl she train to cellect fares, and was .n tae
forwrrd cnda of the first coach vwnen the collirfion occurred.
He sa1d that he f21% no annlication of the brakes and did
not receive any waraing of danver cwior to tne accident,
the cellision occurr-ng without any redu~tion 1n tae sneed
of 113 train, which 2e esiimated to have heen 25 or 30 miles
per cur. About one and one-Mr1f hours after *he accident
ne talked with tie eamineman of exirn 734 and aside from
being exec:ted, the enrtineman anmeared to Le 1n nermal con-
diticon, tae conductor held no conversatinn Wit the fireman
of +hnt caslne. e

-
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Flagman Ya mer, of train No. %3, stated tha®t he vas
riding 1n the re-~r eir at tae time of the accident and felt
no brake applica*icon nor did 1€ receive any otiaer Warning
befo~e tne collision occurred. Some tire »fter the acci-
deat me tnlked fto hotn ftan engineman Aand fireman of encine
734, ond while they seemed to ™Me consideravly disturped he
noticed ao%hiar wrew,, Wit their nhysical condition.

Engineran 3rita, of extra 734, stated that his enrine
left Altajdaces on the northhound triw at 1.48 or 1.50 p. m.,
and after deoartinzy ne discurssed nith the fireman the meet
betmeen his ensine a.d train No. 94, and aoout looking out
for train Yo. 97, Dut trnin No. 38 vwas not wenitioned. On
account of thc curve vhere the accident occurred 2e did not
see the omposSing tra:n pricr to tw collision, epnd as a
result She enTire was gtill workin: stran ol the os1nkes
were now applied, ne estimated the snead of the enrine at
the time of the accifent ot betieen 20 AW 35 riles per
nour. Eazineval Su1th Turthsr stated t12* he had not
consulted his ftime-ta-le and *that ne esatirely overlocked
train No. 33, the engi1e was 1n zecod cnadition, he was not
111, and there 1ad been nething to disSract nis attention
from hig datirs,

Fircman Caroeater, of extra 734, s*ated that ovefore the

rain stopned at Altannss the caboose was cut off between
tne lege of the wye, axd after the train stopred his enmine
was cut off and tirned on the wye, afier which 1t kicked the
2abonse agaiuart tae rear of tpe trnin, Water was then taken
~ad the returm triw siarted. Sanrtly after lenving the
Tater tank the eaTincwnn ingquired r etier they veve to meet
train No. 24 at Ervin and ne renlied tint that was correct,
modiny that tran Yo. 97 was so Jnr beband fnem thet taey
rould not have tn be concersed aocut 1t. The en, ineman then
reuwarged tnere vwos notimarg for e ta look out fer and he
angrered in the affir ntive. Firewmaa Carnenter bepa . eating
lunch as 2ocn a3 tae cngine left Alftawmass and vas 3t111
eating when he hammeied to look anead and sow tae front of
ar Ap»Troac1tar 2nzinc comineo arcurd tae curve, only ahout
20 or 30 feet aarad of his c.n enoine tha colligina occur-
rins vefore he rad tive to say nnjythitg. Fireman Carventer
gz1d tnat he completely overlooked trrin Hm, 28, and could

mive no reason As to why he shnild hae domne zo.
Conluctor Surqerow, of travn Mo. 3%, sgtated that wien ‘

ae delivered the train orderc to Exncinewar Tmiln at Ervin
tiae engiacwen 1ncurred wiether hi1s en~ine was o ass st the
train to Fidge or wiaether 1t would be cut off at Altrnass.
Tae coniuctor rewiied that 1t rould denend on train o. 33,
saylag that 1f he could have tne nelner encine “vrned on the
vye at Altavass 2efo_e train Fo. 33 wa=s dae oy Snwruce Pine,



-5

tmen the engine "ould be cat off at that coint, otheriise
the nelper engine voald go on as far as Qidge. Tig train
arrived at Alfavass at about 1.35 p. m., and noting that
he could relieve the heloer engine at this noint, have 1t
turned and the cagconge nlaced on the train i1n tiwe for
enzine 734 to clear train Mo. 38, e cut the cabocse off
just norta of tie south le; of the wye. The eazine was
t..en turned and the caosoose riven a kick tovards the rear
of tag train. While tie en- 1.ae wee turniang, he called the
digpatcier and inouitred about frain No. 38 but did ot

say anvthiar to tre en inemwan of the aelper engine concern-
ing that train.

Disvatcher Caeek stated he bad issued no orders o
the crew of engine 734 and train Ko. 38 with resmect to
meeting each other, and his first knovledge of anything
wrong wag when the agent whe hanvened to be at Altanass
inguired as %o traia Fo. 88 and then said he aad secn
engliae 734 denart nerthbound. Taie dispatcher at once
called Sw»ruce Pine but found that train No. 389 had departed

from that noint

Tesls made suonseauent to the acceident at the neint
wharte 1t cccarred disclosed that the view wag restrzcted fo
not over 120 feet for the fireman of exstra 734 and not more
than 20 feet for t-e en—ireman of trein Mo 38, and that
the nilots of the tro encines i1nvolved were only about 50
feet anart then they firet came 1nto view.

Conclusions

This accideant 'vag causaed bv the fact that the crew of
extra 734 overlooked the tire-takle scaedule of an ovrvnosing
firgst-clases trein.

Tanc evide-ce 1ndicated that enrine 734 had assisted
train No 26 to Alfarags, vaere the crew in charge turaed
therr engine and xicked the caboose tovards the rear of the
train, they then denarted northvard witacut leoking at theair
time-tables or making any attemrt to agcertain the Jocation
of traii ¥o. 38, both tne engineman and {irexan admitting
tant thoy sompletelr overlooked 1%, altiﬁugﬁ 1t vas the
onlr firsi-clace train waich they Jﬂu to clear. Neither
of them —a2e ahle to give Any reason for tae errcr.

Daraing tae thirty daye »rior toc tals accident there
was an averaZe of approximeiely 5 trains i1n each direction
operated over t.is line, OCn tr1s railroad there are namer-
oug sharn curves aid short taure1ts, ad because of this
accident, as tell ng 2 »Hrevious accident due to forgetf-il-
ness, the officers nr t s comany chculd give careful con-
gi1deraticon tn the aecd “or some form of olock ey=tem on



this line.

Tne empnloyees involved were exnerieanced men and at
the time of the accide it none of them had been on duty in
violation of any of the wnrovisions of the hours of service
1mw

Regoectfully suormitted,

W. P. BORLA'D

Director



