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INVESTIGATION OF kit ACCIDENT 7 R I C H OCCURRED Oil THE 
GLi: 0H7ISLD RAILPOAD TEAR SP-UCE PT <E, N. C , CN 

FEBRUARY 7, 1 Q32 . 

L^rch 30, 1932. 

To tne Commissi an 1 

On February 7, 1932, there ims a vcad-end collision 
between a o'ssen^r t r a m and a l^ght rncine on the Clinch-
field Railroad near S iruce Pipe, N. C , waich resulted m 
the death of 1 employee, and the m]ury o~ 5 oassengers, 
3 persons carried under contract, aw 1 3 employees. 

Location and method of ooaiation 

Tnis accident occurred on that pirt of the railroad 
extending oetweei. E r w m , Tenn., and Spartan our g, S. C , a 
distance of 141 miles, in tne immediate vicinity of tne point 
of accident this is a single-track line over which trains 
are operated bv ti re-taole• and h ' n n orders, no olool-signal 
system being m use. The accident occuired m a rock cut 
approximately 1V vales so a m of Spruce P m e , nporoacnmg 
this ncint from tne north t ver^ >s a n e n e ^ of "harp curves 
a .id short tangents, followed by ^ compound curve to the 
riont 520.5 feet in length Tit i i t )Xi*iu n curvature of 10 , 
the accident occurring on this cjrve 68 feet fro w its 
northern end, wiere t ve curvature is at l^s m a m mm. Ap­
proaching from the south the track i tan-eat Tor a distance 
of 2,210 feet, followed oy the crrv° on which the accident 
occurred. The grade at tap po.nt of accident in C 3 per 
cent ascending for southbound trails. TIP bank of tne cut 
in w^ich t ie accident occurred las a maximum neight of 33 
feet on the we it or mside of the c irve , and restricts the 
view of the en, m e me r1 of opposm? 1 trams to aoprcxmntely 
120 feet. 

Tne weather W T S clear at tee time of tne accident, 
which occurred about 2 p. F I . 

Depcnpnon 
Southbound passenger t r a m No. 33 con-isted of one 

combination mail, baggage and express cir and t^o coaches, 
hauled by engine 103, of the 4-6-0 tvpe , aid was m charge 
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of Conductor Spencer nod Engine man Sublett. This t r a m 
left Spruce Pins at 1.53 p. m. , 12 minutes late, and shortly 
afterwards it collided w m n northbound extra 734 while 
traveling at a saeed estimated to h^ v e bee 1 bat /een 25 and 
30 miles per hour. 

Northbound °xtra 734 war a light enrmc, of the 3-8-
8-3 type, in chnwe of Engmeman S^ith and Fireman Carpen­
ter. Tais engine left Ervin at 10 a. m. , a s s m t m r soutn-
bound train No. 25 to Altaoass, 3.S miles south of Spruce 
Pine, and uoon tie arrival of tnat t r a m at Spruce Pine 
the crew received t r n n ord.er No. 19, Per1" 19, which m 
part authorized engine 734 to run extra from Altaoass to 
Erwin. Upon arriving at Altnwass engme 7'7>4 was cut off, 
turned on tne wye, took water,and deoa: ted nerthbound at 
1.53 P. m. , according to the t r a m s^eet, and it was while 
this latter movement -^Q.F oemg made, i.iti the engine travel­
ing at a sofed eatiwi^ed at 25 "ales pe-r ioer, t lat it 
collided with train No 38. 

Engine 103 forced upwrud aid to one side, stopping 
witn its runrin; rear restmp on engine 734 and the front 
end against tne wall of tie cut on tho inside of the curve, 
this engi ie was demolished , b e m _ pic .ed up m four pieces 
witnout the necessity of cittm, away any of the parts. The 
tender was dernled aid the cistern torn from its fra "e , 
tne cistern bei^e wed .ed a m m n t the boiler of the engine. 
All of the ca^s re warned on the track, although the front 
end of the bag tare car was telescoped about 13 incnes and 
the other cars sv^tamad some dnma rc. Tne rony truck and 
forward onir of driving ,/ncels of enwne 73 A were derailed, 
ani t^e engine w a G C o i^iderably damaged, the front end oeing 
crusied and tne boiler driven bac v oi t.ie frare about 8 
inches- Tne employee killed w o a ti 1 -hro^an a"" tne 
passenger enermc . 

S immary of evidence 

Conductor Spencer, of t r a m No. 38, stated that after 
his t r a m departed from Spruce Pine, at 1.33 p. m. , he 
passed tirongn fie t r a m to col nect ^areg, and was m the 
forward end of the ^irst coach \. nen the collision occurred. 
He said that he felt no application of the brakes and did 
not receive any warning o f danger p~ior to tne accident, 
the collision occurring without any redu-tion in tne s-need 
of n n tram, which n.e estimated, to have been 35 or 30 miles 
per hour. About one and one-half hours after m c accident 
he talked with tie pannenan of extra 734 and aside from 
being exc:ted, the engmeman appeared to be in normal con­
dition, tne conductor held no conversation wit i the fire,man. _ 
of that engine. 
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Fla groan Maimer, of trpin No. 3 3 , stated that he vae 
riding m t^e r i^i C I t at tne tine o^ the accident and felt 
no brake application nor did he receive any other warning 
before tne collision occurred. Some tiire after the acci- g 
dent he talked to botn tne engineman and fireman of enmne f 
734, and while they seeded to be considerably disturoed he 
noticed nothing wrong uit.i their ohysicol condition. 

Engineman Smitn, of extra 734, stated that his engine 
left Altapass on tho northbound trio at 1.48 or 1.50 TO. m., 
and after departing ie discussed m t h the fireman the meet 
between his engine a^d traan No. 94, and a oout looking out 
for t r a m No. 97, but t r a m No. 38 wag not mentioned. On 
account of the curve where the accident occurred ne did not 
see the opposing tram prior to +• ie collision, and no a 
result the engine wan still w o ^ k m ; st^a^ and. tne oiakes 
were not applied, ne estimated the sueed of the engine nt 
the time of the accident at between TO aid 35 riles per 
nour. Engmemai, Smith further stated ti , J- he had not 
consulted his time-ta ile and that he entirely overlooked 
tram No. 33, the engme was m ,zood condition, he was not 
ill, and there nad been nothing to distract nis attention 
from his d n t m s . 

Fireman Carpenter, of extra 734, stated that oefore the 
t r a m stopped at Altaonss the caboose was cut eff between 
tne legs of the wye, aid after the t r a m stopped his engine 
was cut o f f and timed on tho ir'yc, nft^r w^ich it kicked the 
caboose against tne r par of + n e t r a m , Water was then taken 
and the return trip started. Snortly n Tter leaving the 
water tank t^e engincimii inquired 1 he tier they v^re to meet 
tram No. 94 at Erwin and ne replied tint that vss correct, 
aadmg that train No. 07 rfas so far behind tnem that tney 
would not have to be concerned aoout it. Tie engmeman then 
remarKOd tnere u^.s notnmg for m e n to look out for and he 
answered in the affirntivo. Fireman Carpenter b o n a L eating 
lunch os soon as tne engine left Altaoass and was still 
eating when he haope i^d to look a^ead and sav> tie front of 
an approacmn^ engine coming around tne our T re, only about 
30 or 30 feet a no ad o^ bis o .n engine tho collision occur­
ring before he r ad t m e to say nmjthmg. Firer.nn Carpenter 
said tnat he completely overlooked t r a m No. 38, and could 
give no reason as to ^hy he should ha"e done so . 

Conductor Surierow, of tram Up. 36, stated that wien 
ne delivered the tram ordere to Engmeman gmito at E r w m 
the engmeman inquired wiether his Pinne was zo assist the 
t r a m to Pidge or whether it would be cut off at Alt amass. 
Tne condactor replied t lat it ^onld depend on t r a m No. 33, 
saying that if he could hove tne nelot r engine turned on the 
wye at Altaoass oefo.e train No. 38 was due oy Spruce Pine, 



-5-

then the engine i ould be cat off at tnat point, otherwise 
the nelper engine uonld go on as far as Ridge. 'Ms t r a m 
arrived at Altanass at about 1.35 p. m. , and noting that 
he could relieve the helper ensane at this point, have it 
turned and the caooose placed on the t r a m m time for 
engine 734 to clear t r a m Mo. 38, he cut the caboose off 
just north of tie south leg of the wye. The engine was 
t^en turned and the caooose riven a kick towards the rear 
of tna tram. While tie engme was turning, he called the 
dispatcher and mauired about t r a m No. 38 but did ot 
say anvthing to t:e engmeman of the nelper engme concern­
ing that train. 

Dispatcher Cneek stated he had issued no orders to 
the crew of engine 734 and t r a m No. 38 with respect to 
meeting each other, and his first knowledge of anything 
wrong was when the agent who happened to be at AItapass 
inquired as to t r a m Fo. 38 and then said he nad seen 
engine 734 depart northbound. Tie dispatcher at once 
called Spruce P m e but found that t r a m No. 3S had departed 
from that point 

Tests made suoseouent to the accident at the print 
Vvhsre it occurred disclosed that the view was restricted to 
not over 120 feet for the fireman of extra 734 and not more 
than 90 feet for tne engmeman of t r a m No 38, and that 
the pilots of the two engines involved were only about 50 
fe<=t aoart 'hen they first came into view. 

Conclusions 

This accident "as caused bv th*3 fact that the crew of 
extra 734 overlooked the time-table schedule of an opposing 
first-class tram. 

Tne evidence indicated that ennne 734 had assisted 
t r a m No 36 to Alta^ass, vnere the crew m charge turned 
their engine and Kicked the caboose towards the rear of the 
t r a m , they then departed northward witncut looking at their 
time-tables or making any attempt to ascertain the location 
of train No. 38, both tne engineman and fireman admitting 
that they completely overlooked it, although it '-as the 
onlv first-cla^s t^am wnich they nad to clear. Neither 
of them '"dE able to give any reason for tne error. 

Daring tne thirty days prior to tnis accident there 
was an average of approximately 5 trains m each direction 
operated over tnis line. On t i s railroad there are numer­
ous sham curves and short ta.igeits, aid because of this 
accident, as well m a previous accideat due to forgetful-
ness, the officers 01 t m s company mould give careful con­
sideration to the need h r some form of olock cy = tem on 
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this line. 

Tne emDloyees involved ^eie experienced men and at 
the time of the accide it, none of them had been on du ty m 
violation of any of the provisions of tho hours of service 
law 

Respectfully suomitted, 

W. p. BORLAITJ 

Director 


