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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

IPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUHAEAU OF SAFETY CONCERNING AN
ACCIDENT ON THE CLEVELAND, CINCINNATI, CHICAGO & ST.
LOUIS RalILWAY AT SPRINGFIELD, OHIO, ON DECEMBER 8, 1332.

January 13, 13833.
To the CoMmmission:

On December 8, 1832, there was a si1de collision between a
passenger train and a freight train on the Cleveland, Cincianati,
Chicato & 8t. Louis Railway at Springfield, Ohio, which resulted
in tne 1njury of one employee.

Location and method of operation

This accident occurred within yard limits at Springfield on
thatv part of the Cincinnati-Bandusky Division which extends
between Cincinnati and Sandusky, Onlo, a distance of 209.8 .niles.
In the immediate vicinity of the point of accident this is a
douole-track line and the rovements of trains are governed by
speclal time-tabkle i1nstructions covering yard territory. At a
point approximately 300 feet esast of the station platform the
main tracks divide, those leading fto the right going to Colwibus
and to the left to Sandusky, forming a wye. Between the station
and the maln tracks there are located, frori north to south, depot
tracxs 1, 28, and 3, which connect with the main tracks leading %o
Sandusky and Colunbus, The accident occurred at the fouling
point of the switch that connects the westbound main track on the
Jandusky line with depot track 2. Approaching this point frow
the =ast, the westbound track of the Sandusky line 1s tangent for
a distance of 1,020 feet, followed by a 100 curve to the right
approxirately 400 fest in length, the accident occurring on this
curve at a poilny approxirately 2050 feet from 1ts western end.
3eglnnin’, at the eastern end of ihe station platform on depot
track 2, the track 1s tangent for a distance of a~out 150 feet,
followed by an 80 10' curve to the left extending to the junction
with the Sandusky westbound track, 330 feet distant. The grade 18
practically level.

A grade crossing target, 27 feet 1n heaight, 1s located in
the angle formed by the wye and 12 feet east of the target 1is
the switch tender's office. The target indications are vertical
for vovements to and from the Columbus line, diagonal for move-
ments in either direction on Sandusky line, and horizontal for
Stop. A low switch stand 1s located between the tracks leading
to the Columbus line and south of the rain tracks of fhe 3aadusky
line, at which point the switch tender stands when he gives a
g1lgnal to an eastbound train on depot track 2 to proceed o the
eastbound track on the Sandusky line. Almost directly aorth of
tnis switch stand and north of the main tracks of the Sandusky
line 1s another switch stand, known as Tom's switch, at which
boint the swiltch tender stands when giving signals to westbound
trains on tne Sandusky line to pass over the Columbus line cIrosSsmE .
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Special time-taple instructions provide that between
dpringfield Yard and fest End, movements with tne current of
traffic vill be 1iade with reference to othsr trains in the sane
directlon, 1rrespective of class and at restricted speed. They
alsco provide that novements against the current of traffic may
be made between Springfield Yard and Linden ave. on siznal from
switch tender and pnder supervision of yardmaster, and that at
Lincen avenue trains and engines are not allowed to foul or pass
8vitches until signaled by the switch tendsr.

Tne weather was clear at the time of tae accident, which
occurred at 1.50 a.m.

Description

Weetbound freight train extra 6236, syrbol ON-1, consisied
of &7 loaded cars and a cabocose, hauled by engine 6239, anc was
1n caarge of Conductor Boblett and Engineman Shanahan. This train
dzperted from Springfield Yard, .09 mile east of the passenger
8tavion at Springfield, at 1l.45 a.m., and was crossing tne tracks

Teading to the Columbus line when 1t was sideswipsd by trala No.
ol

Fastbound passenger train No. 2, consisted of 1 cousbiaabion
bag.a,e car and coach, 1 coach, and 5 Pullnan sleeping cars, all
of steel constTuction, hauled by engine 6527, and was 1n cnarge
of Conductor Gainer and Enpinerman Zdington. This train arrived
at tne passenger station at dpringfield at 1.41 a.m., where
angine 6607, in charge of BEaginenaa Jordan, was coupled %o the
head end of the train, ahead of engine €537. This train started
to leave the station at 1.50 a.u., 10 minutes late, but had .oved
only a short distance and had attaired a speed of about 8 or 3
miles per hour when 1t struck the side of extra 6236.

Ea,lne 85607, of train No. 2, sideswiped the cecoad, shird,
fourth and fifth cars in the freight train, resulting in thelr
s1des oelng badly daniaged and the front trucke of the fouith and
fiith cars being derailed., The rignt front corner of safine 6607
wa. also damaged; none of the other equipiient in &lfther train
was derailed. The employee injured was the Tlagran of sxtra
8236,

Sunniary of evideace

Engineman Shanahan, of extra ©236, stated that as his train
passed Eigh 35reet briage, approxiuately 1,030 feet east of the
polint of accident, hc received a proceed gignal from the switch
tender ot Linden Avenus. The fireman aud head brakeman called 1%
to him and none of then saw any signals other than the proceed
81,nal. AS his engine passed the enplne of train Nos. 2 ot a
spezd of acout 15 miles per hour he thought that that train wes
beln,, eased up to the clearance point, as 1t was just movang, but
he then heard & noise, looked around and saw fire flying, aad
1aaec1etely applied the air crakes 1n emergency, the train break—
1ag in two about the same tinmes.
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Engineran Jordan, in charge of tae lead enzine of train No.
2, stated that after coupllng his engine to train No. 3 a few
minutee elapsed while the air was tested and watér taken. He sent
Fire.an Davis to have the switch tender send a message and on the
fireman's return he sent him back to meet the conductor, who was
approaching the head cad of the treain with the orders, eitaer the
conductor or the fireman then told him to go ahead or "else gave
hii1 & proceed signal. Engineman Jordan rang the Dell soundec two
short ©lasts on the whistle, turncd on the Aeadllght dlm“ed, and
tanought he neard the engine mﬂn of the second engine al o sound
his waistle, and just as the train started the fireman boarded the
2ng1né «nd handed him the orders, which he did not read then but
intended to read when on straight track. The train was then
about 10 minutes late and he was anxious to get started. As he
started %o leave he saw what he thought was the last portien of a
proceed signal fron the switch tender, although afterwards he
thought 1t might have pecn the switch light, and he could sce
t1atl the track was clear at that tine. He did not see the ea ine
of extra 6236 pass, and even when he gaw the second or thilra car
in that train he did not realize tnat ne was poing to collide
wilitn 1%, as he was under tane inpressioa that he could pull out
fron the depot track with the freight train pagssing oan tnc an
track. Engineman Jordan thought he was fariliar with the track
arransérient at that point, he had nol handled & passenger Traln
11 that territory, however, for the past 18 months waith toz cxcep-
tion of a special irain which he handled three days prior to the
accident.

None of the otner neubers of che crew of train No. & saw any
signal given by the switch tender. Fireman Davis, of the leaa
en,iine, stated tnat as ne left the switch snanty the switeh cender
started across the tracss, but he did not pay any attentvion aor
did he notice whether extra £238 was 1in sight, while hzs di1d not
heaF the switch tender say an“thlng aoout 1t. When he finally got

oa the englne 1t was mov1n5 an¢ he had a0 rmore than haad.:d Gthe
ordsrs to the enginer®n when tne latier applied the air wrsixas and
told hin to get off.

St1tch Tender Garrity, oa duty at Linden Avenue, stated “hat
waen Fireman Davis care to tne switch shanty he told ta» rireoan
that extra 6436 would pass through ahead of his train. Ho told
ni.1 this vhile calling the dispatcher, but as the wind was clow—
ing pretty hard 1t night have prevented the firerman froit aenring
him. Switch Tender Garrity stated that the target was sct din-
gonally for a movenment on tne Cincinnati-vandusky D1v151on and
tnat he stood at Tom's switen so taat the enginerian of trein No.3
would not see him when se gave a procecd signal for extra 6236
Belore extira 6236 passed him, however, he saw steam couing out of
tn2 cylinder cocks ¢f one of the engines on train No. 3, and he
walked across the tracks ahead of fthe freight train, shaded his
la.ap so the crew of that train would not see ift, and then gave a
stop signal to train No. 2, giving short 81gnals that coulad aot be
missaeken for proceed signals. He did not hear the bell riaging
on train No. 2 neither did he hear the startlng whistle,
alinough he might not have heard 1t on account of the exaaust
fro.1 the engine of the freight train, nor did he see tne ncad-



light burning.
Conclusions.

This &ccident was caused bv Zngine.@n Jordan, of traia No.Z,
pulling out of the depot track without receiving the proper signal
fro:.. twe switch tender and fouling the westbound main track vhich
wo.s then occupiled by extra 8536,

Upon special 1asiructions contalncd 1n the time-tanle,
tre.ins st not foul or pass swilitches at Linden Avenuz until sig—
nalled by the switch tender. ZEngineniana Jordan thought he sawv the
las s portion of a proceed signal given by the switch teader before
sg.rting to pull out, hut later said tnat what he saw pronacly
Won & 5¥1tch light. In the nesantine the route nad becn liaed
oroperly for the extra train and when the switch tender saw stean
siartting from the cylinder cocks of oae of Jhe engines of trcin
No«. 2, he gave stop signals which apparently were not observed.
i.,lae.an Jordan was too anxlous to get started and was not gfiving
tas proper atiention to the track ahead. It would appear trat
ticre vas too much haste 1n getting train No. 2 away from =
stc.t1on. The track at this point leads sharply to the left, cut-
ting, ofi the engiacman's view of any traia which may be approach-
1a, on the Sandusky main track and also cutting off his visw of the
s71tch and switen lanp, thus naking 1t essential that the fiieman
ag well as the enginenan should be 1n his proper place before
lecviay, the station. The englneman was 1N & aurry, noyever,
and possibly mistook a grezn swifich light for the green langermn
ol vae switch tender; he began to pull out Just as his Tircman was
boarding his engine with the orders, tne fiieman having no oppor-
tutlty to look out on the left side; an order on Ferm 31 sas Ce—
livziecd to the engineman by the Iireman instead of by the coanduc—
tor pervsonally as required oy the rules, and the en . incuan 1atend-
ec. +o CGelay reading the orders unsll he pad gotten away fro.1 the
S¢ GlOds A 1li1ttle less haste and a little miore attention to
s.72ty before leaving the station possibly would have preveanted
t"e occurrence of this accident.

It appears thct while Zaginenaan Jordan had had 19 years!
gincrience as an eagiaerian, he wds a regular freight san on the
3:11'egfontaine freight voard, had not hanaled passeager trains
ou. of Springfield with ons exception during, the past 18 waths,
aard was not faurliar with tne track layout. The Cormission nes
lavestirated other accidents in which Gthe engineman involved was
vre oo less unfamiliar with the verritory in whiclhh he was operat-
1af,, aind due possibly to the present business depreasion 1t .ay
vz a .1atter of couparatively fregquent occurrence for e.dglasmen
to o2 assigned to territory in which they nave not operated tralns
for many years past. This situation, howsver, presents & guestion
walch Supervisin officials &re supposed to handle, for “p2irs 18
tne opriiary respoasibility for seeing that nea are properly quali~-
ficd to operate 1a the territory to waich assipned.

Respectfully subnisted,
\#‘IQP-BOR AN‘D,
Direccors



