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BUREAU OF SAFLTY

REPORT 1I0. 1957

Cleveland, Cincinnrati, Chicago & St., Louils
December 23, 1934
Paget, Ohio

Side collision

3 employces ltilled; 32 persons injured
Ingincman apparently expericnced temporary
lapse from consclousness inwediately prior
to accideat.

failure of engineman proncrly to observe
and obey shtop incdication of a combination
train-order and nmanual-block signal at

junction ol two main lines,
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INTERSTATE COIIIERCE COMLITSSION .

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR COF TIHE BURsAU OF SAFLTY CONCLRIANG
AN ACCIDENT ON THr CLEVRLAND, CINCINNATI, CHICAGO &
ST, LOUIS RATIWAY AT PAGET, OHIO, ON DECELEER 23, 1934,

February 6, 1935,

To the Commission:

On Dccember 23, 1934, there was a side collision between
two passenger trains on the €lcveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St.
Louis Railway at Parcet, Ohio, which rcsulted in the death of 3
employces, and the injury of 29 passcngers and 3 cmployees, This
accident was investigoted In coanjunction with the Publiic Ubilities
Commission of Ohlo,

Location and rethod of opcraution

This accident occurrcd on that »art of the Chio Division
extending betwecn Columbus end Cloevclend, Ohio, a distancc of
138 miles, A station knowm as sonces is 20,9 miles cast of
Columbus, and betwcen Joncs and Paget there are two single-track
lines; onec extends northward and rassuvs through Dclawarc, hcoing
known as thc "old main linc™; the othcer extends dircctly from
Jones Lo Pagct and is known as the "cut off", Trains throughout
this tcrritory are opcrated by time table, train ordcers, and a
manual block-signal systen, The aceident occurred opposite the
tower at Paget, at the fouling ncint of the junctlon switch, where
the main trecks of the cld mein line and the cut-off converge;
approaching this point on the old main line, the truck 1s tangent
for morc than 2 milcs, follow.d by n 3° curve %o the left, 1,200
fect in length vhich ends at the junction switch, Approaching on
the cut~off the track is tangent for cver 20 milcs and then there
is a 0% 30' curve to the right, 6,074 fect in length, followved
by more than 13 milecs of tangent, thce eccidcnt occurecing on this
last mcentioned lLangent at o point about 300 feet east of its
western end, Approaching the noint of accident the grade for
cast-bound traing iz 31lightly descendinge on hoth rain tracks,

Fagct cabin, which contains lcvers for opcrating siganals at .
the junction, is located south of and opposite thc junction switch,
whilc thc switeh stand is on the rortit side of the track, At a
point 220 fcect west of the junction switch ¢ passing-trock svitch
lcads off the 0ld wain line and then the passing track perallels
the cut-off on the north for a distrnce of 4,563 fcct; the stand
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at the cast passing-track switch is loccted on the anorth side of
the old mein line, Both of thesc switches are equipped with lamps
locatcd 94 fect above the rails; they arce of tho hend-ilhrcow type

A derail located on the old ﬂaln linc is pipe-conncctcd with uﬂ6
junction switch; a dcrail also 1s located on the nascing btrack but
thcre 1s nonc on the cut-off, When in normal rosition the junc-
tion switch is lined for the cut-off; 1t is haadled by the opcer-
ator,

On thc south azide of cach main track there 1s locatcd 2
l-nrm, 3-position, train-order ond nienunl-blocle ol ncl governing
east-bound trains approaching vhe junclLlown; aight indications are
red, ycllow, and grcen, Those sigaals arc 12 fect south of their

mpcctlvo trﬂcks aud ave 29 fect in heighty the once on the old
mair line is 44G Tecct wost of the junction switch, wihile the onc
on the cut-off is 4L5 Teet west of the junction switceh, The
sisrnals at this point are opercted Ly a A-lcver mochanic~l machine
in the cabin, and are bolt-locked in such a arnner as to meke it
impossiblc for the opcrator to cleor more than one cipanl ot a
timc or to clecar any sicual wiless the routc it governs 1is propoer-
ly lincd,

With the route lincd for the movement of on ergt-bound train
of f thc o0ld nain line, as was the case in thig insrrnce, o groeen
indication is cdisplayed by the Block signal soveraine anvements
from that track and o red indication by the signal on the cut-off,
while a grecen 1nd1 ation is dis p]avud by thce switcll lonmm ¢t the
passing track switch and o rod indication is displawved by the swulteh
lamp at the junction switch,

ced limit for pascengel troline behweon

70 milecs per houf, unlcss otherwisce rusirict=
d to 25 milcg per hour when «ntering or
iue at Poget.

The time~table ahef
Columbus and Galion 1is
cd, and it 1is rcstricte
leaving the old mnin 1i

The weather was clear 2t the time of the accident, which
occurrced abouat L:35 a.m.

Decaerintion

‘Train Wo, 28

, {n cast=hound mail troin, CﬂnﬁluLcd of 2 CXprcss
cars, 4 storage-mo SR .

C

il corg, 1 reilwey kOot—UpﬁJCG cA 1 bogooge
and express-car, and 1 dgy coach, in thc ordcr ntufu, nauled by
engine 6479, Lnd wns in charsc 01 Conductor O'Briva ond kngincmen
PTicter, All of thce cars werc of stoel conatrucun ﬂ, with the
exccption of the first cor, vhich wwasg of stecl-undoerframe construc-
tion, This train lcft Columpus at 3,30 c.m., accorcing to the
train sheet, 1 hour and 10 minutes late, catercd umon thu cla main
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line at Joncs at 4:14 a.m., eund procceded co Delawore a closed
officc at that time, After departiag Trom that poinl Train No, 28
rceccived a procecd indication at the signal on the old main line
at Paget and was moving thrcuch the juuctlon switch ot o speed
ostimntcd to have bcen about 25 milces per hour whon the rcar cnd
of the cighth car and the front end of the last car swere struck

on thiir right sides by Train No., 42,

Train No. 42, on east-bound pesscnger train, congisted of
1. baggage and cxpress car, 3 conohos nd 6 Pullwon siceping cars,
hauled by cngincs 6538 and 6535, and % in charge of Conductor
Doyle and Engincmen Ncvman and ahrlg, . All of thc ccrs werc of
stecl construction with the cxception oi thoe first our, which was
of stcel-undcerfraiac construction, Tals-train lelt Columbus at
4306 a.m,, cccording to the train shoet, 41 ciautes lotc, passed
Jones at 4131 ~.w., 35 minuves lete, procceded directly to Pegct
via the cut-off, pﬁ*ucd the blocls SlT“”l governlag that track,
which was dlspl wwing a stop iudicetion, and struclh tac side of
Train Me., 28 whilce traveling ot a spoud estinctod to have hHeen
between 50 and 70 milcs per hour.

The last car of Train No, 28 was broken loosc f“qm its train
end derailcd to the aorth stopping on its sidce prr~1lel with the
track and cast of thce cebin locavicua; the zost of the trein re-
mein=d intact aad on the rnils with the exerption of the reor
truclz ¢f the noxt to the last chr, which crric oun [rom under that
car, while the drawbaxr was pulled out cf the frout cnd of the
third car. Both cngines nd the Tirst Tour cars in Troin No, 42
were dorciled; the cagines ana thelr tonders stopred on thelr
rignt sides to thce south of end pnrailel with thc ftrack, the front
cend of the leeod engince being apouroximatcely 500 seot censt of the
point of impact; the first throee cors "ierce ceross the trocl: at
verious angles, practically upright, vhile the fourth car stopped
on its right bldC oppocite the 1- c.u;: »f the cabin, which was
cdemolishced, The employecs killed wore the cagiaenien ol the first
cnginc and the erginernan and firewan of the scecond enine »of
Train No., 42, while the cmplcyecs injurcd wore the firzcmen of
the first olblac of tliat train ard the coucductor ond brakenon of
Train No, 2¢&.

Swmary of cvidence

Mcmbcre of the crow of Traln o, 28 were not cware of anythin
wrong until the accident occurria. Datincenan Pfister ond Fircman
McArthur staetcd that the rcute ves linced for the movenceat of their
train and that the block sipnel ond switch lemps ~rerc dluhLﬂylﬂg
the propor indications, When uno““obhlng Pﬁ'et the an116ﬂ m had
lookecd acrouss torard the cut-off track oad from the directicn of
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Jones he saw the reflccciocn from the henadlight of Train o, 42
in the distance. O0n necriing tho block eignel he closed th
threttle, figcuring that Troin No, 42 might be permitted to pass
first, but the Tireman called "prcen blrck™ and then the eneinc-
man rcpeated it and began to work svean, his troein being tapﬁc”
sonn aftcrwords as o result of the brakes beine applicd in cmer-
geney when the accident occurred, Engineman Pfister also said
that when moving eastward on the cut-off he wwould mick un the
indication of thc block sigral, after which it vould disappear

and then become visible agpein, and it was neccsuary Lo Leep look-
ing at it., Firemaa licArthur, who estim~ted the chocd of his train
to hove Deen about 25 miles 9 > hour ot the time o0 the ccceldent,
said that when rcking o moveuaent via the cut-off it was not p“Sﬁl-
ble to confuse tho 5w1tc1 lamp indicotions with vhe bloci-cigmacl
indicrtion ncr hod he ever had ary difficuliy in »icking wp the
latter iandicanticn,

&}

Conductor C!'Bricn and Brokermen Poilman werc in ube roor carg
the brakenan tould the co“ductor that Trodin Mo, A2 wos approaching
in tle distance but neitiicr of them peid any particuler attencion
to that tr-in and thce conductor ¢id wnot personally scc it. The
accidcnt occurrcd shortliv aftervords, Just os thc ¢ondncet.ir gtuod
up to go hack to tiie recar VCSﬁLhulv, vhere the br-kenon wos 1oeoted.,
Each of them sald that the ogglncu of Teain o, A2 were werking
steom, and the brokemen snid ho did ot sce any [fire 371ying fron
the wheels of chot troain.

Plrceman B?”rput of the lced caivine of Troln - 42 stntuq
that Immedico tely of uur prssins Jones the speed of ¢ troin was
between 00 and 70 nilcs er hour cnd on 1ooking ceross tlt cab
he saw Inginemen Newnan tara on the cab light, lcok nt hls watch
twice and then tur‘ ¢ff the light, Collowiy vhich ole ca/incarn
lecaned tvoward the
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left, apparcenlly oo 12ol ot the shonm nue water
gauzes, ana then stral 1tcncd ur and sat in his usul position
a8 tvhough meintaining 2 lockout ahoad. Appronchiang Porct the
fircnan slanced ceress o ricld towerd tihce old odin Jince oo saw

|

the lightcd cars 1In Train Ne, 28 but ¢id ot sar awgh*.:; Lo Whe
emeinernian about it as he thouglt ovoseibly it wvould be stoppel and
that his own troin voulld be permittod to vrocced ~load vf it.

From his pesition on the cutaide of the curve he o uld ant goee

the signel indicatlinn ﬂiap ayot for kbis train, but oo it wpﬁfJoch—
cd the junction rc nsunc & thet Tr in No. 286 wes 57111 novino ond
hol renched a point v.ere hc thuuﬁht it woe nasrin~ the block
signal coverning 1ts novescent, Dolnennn Ne moen Ry not caolled

the indicatiovn of the sl-rel ~ovepqing tle cubt-cff nnd Fircaan
B&rrctt ot o his scnt box, jumped ncrons the cab to the catire-
man's sidc, lcaned out of the gide wiadow, bonind thco engircanm,

at wh 1ch tine the cnpincion was stilll sitting creet, aaa saw the
siznal disploayving o rcd *ﬂdlCutlL and Qlge ancther red 1light which

.
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apparcntly was the switch lamp ot thc juaction switch, Fircenan
Barrett said he shoutcd several tines to lils eaginenan, who seened
. to be conscicus and apporently applicd the brakes, put by the time
ke heard the first scund of the exhnust tlic fircnan rceached cut
and struck the brake-velve handle, kgacking it into the enmcrgency
position, and thon crossed back and got on his own scat bux Just
in tinme to sec tbhe rcer cors of Train Wo, 28 dircetly in front
of his enginc, irmedictcly follewing which the accldent necurred;
up to the time that he leancd cut of the wi-dnw bihind the engiues-
mail he had net heard any exhaust fron the broke volve and there
was nothing to indicate that the cngineiwn of the sececond cnginc
cut in the cir and applicd the brelics, He did ot loiow whether
steart had been shut off or a lignt thratitle was biing worked,
Fircpian Barrett, who was meking his Tirst trin wioch ¥uginocian
Nevnan, said he had not ucticed anytidag wronns wich the cngincnoan
prinr to the accidenty he had called signal inadicaticng whiilc cn
route, which the eaginewnn acknowledced by raising his hnnd, and
the engine whistle was sounded for all hirhway grade crossings
except the last one, located just east or Jones, while the last
tine the engine.acn spoke was before recching Jones, It further
appeared from Firenan Barrett's stotemeats that the red indication
displayed by the block signal ot Paget showed o zood bright color
and he thought there was no reascon why it could nol h~ve been seen
fron the engiuneron's side for a considercble distrnce beforec he
crossed over and looked out Vehind the enginciany therce was nothing
about the condition of the cngine to dilstroct ctte:tion fronm
maintaining a proper lookout ahend, and althoush s:iwle was trail-
ing down from left to risht ~nd probobly interfcrroed with the view
of the enginenan on the sccond engine, hce did not zhink it intcr-
fered very auch with the vicw of the lend cugicenin and ~t the
time he looked ahcad from that side the view wos unobstructed.
Both of the cngines had come in con the train from Cincinncti,
and Fireman Barrett said he dild not kasv 1f the brohes wore tested
after he and Ingincmen Newnan took charge ot Colwibhus, dbut »Tter
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a
lcaving Colunbus tue enginerinn made an npplication, 1z niles from
the depot, which was heavy cuough to constitute o runaing test;
this was the only time the brekes were oppllicd, The hendlight

on his engine was burning brightly.

Conductor Doyle, of Train No, 4R, statcd that the air brokes
were tested at Columbus and worked properly, but h. 4id not have
any conversation with cay necuaber of the engine craire,  Approaching

agct he was 1in the third cor and he cstinntced the speed to heave
been about 50 milces per hour, saying that the first he knew of
anything wrong was an feeling the nir brrkes teing awpliced in
ericrsency a very short time nrior to tlie accident, and he thought
the spced was rcduced sonmevhat bofore the iuipncet cccurrcd., Broke-
man Stcephens also was in the third cor whilce Borgroeman  Hobkn wes
[

oar S
in the sccond car; Brokenan Stephens folt the application of the
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brakes and thought it was a heavy service application, just prior

to the accident, while the baggageneon thought therc were two
anplications, the first for the purpose of slowing down for Paget

and the second an cmergency application. Flagman Liegel estimated.
the speed to have been about 65 or 70 miles rer hour at the time

of the accidcent; he also sald that at Colusbus he had talkcd with
Ingincnan Newman, and he also wag prescnt with Bngincnan Syringer

in the operator's office at that point, and he thought both cnglue-~
men appeared nornal in covery respect,

Car Inspcctors Jenkins, Cook and Crognale tested the air
brakes on Troin No. AR after soac switchinge had been done at
Columbus and Car Inspccior cenkins notiflcd the cuglne crew of

che lecad cnrine that the brukes werc all ri-Lt.

Operator Bazzlc, at Paget, stetcd that aboutl 4:27 or 4:28 a.nm,
he telenhoncd the aispatcher and informcd him that Troain No, 28
was approaching and tnc dispatcher told him to 2llow it to procced.
Ile went outside and opcncd the junction svitch for the movoiwcnt
of Train Wo. 28 and then roeturned and displaved o procccd indica-
tion on thc block signal governing its movenent, The signal
governing cuest-bound novements from the cut-off was then in stop
nosition and had bcen In that position since hc cruic on dutyr, which
was at 11 p.m. As Train No, 28 wac pascing thc tovrer hc was outside
cxchaaging the usual signals vwith the crcow and o w Troln No, 42
approacliing at such a rotc of speed tiict Mo trou-it it tvould uot
gt stopped, cnd on realizing that aa cecidoent yos incvitable he
ot out of the wav just beforc the ilahwct occurred,

Dispatecher Davis saild he told the operacor at Colunbus to
tell the cuginenn of Train Mo, A2 that he would ne sSorped ot
Peget for Train Mo, 28 cnd would ot a Fermm 51 orsccer 2l that point
covering a mect ith an ovposing troin, His reason for alloving
Troin No., 25 to go ahend was the fact tras Lt vnala canhle that
train to makce up somc time end yet not prevent Troin Ho. 42 from
rcaching Cleveland on timc.

Opcrator Coopcrridcer, on duby abt Colunbus, said he reccived
instructions fron the dispaetcher thoo Traln To, 42 mi-ht be
stoppcd for Train No., 2&. Both o the cucineren ot Toviin No. 42
came into his officc for their ordecrs, Dagincnman cvman leaving
thce office with his copics of the orders before o clearnnce had
bcen given, ILnrinenan Springer, of tac sccond ctifine, reecived
the ordcrs and c¢lso a clcecarance, ond vos told by Cperator Cooper- ’
ridcr that hic might be stopped Foi Train Do, 28 oad iP so then

he¢ would rcceive on ordcer ahout -weting au opposire troaing Opcerat-

or Cooperrider did not rmenber thet Le told Toad ~cunn Springer
wherc he might bo stoppced,
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Siznal Supervicor oak arrived ¢t tho scenc of the accident
cbout 35 hours aftcr its occurrcnce, His cxemination of tlc
interlocking plent ard signal npparttus involved disclosca tha
the pipe conncetions wecre damaged and broken and thet the west=-
bound block sigucl hod been knocled dovm, The red roundel in the
cost-bound signal governing the nevenent ot Train To, 42, which
signal was in the stop DosltloA, hod heen bhroken ond piC” g ot the
rlass had fallen out c¢n the geound hut the sicunl roveraing the
movericnt of Train No. 28 still wes dlsplnyving a procnod inaicetlion,
Signal Engincer Stolitz made °+Lbcmcht3 gimil r to those of
Supcrvisor uoak 10Lrn1nt conaitiouns os *iey ezisted after the
accident, and S:Jd thot the red rouadcel undoubdtedly vas broken
as a result or the cccident, when the pipe conacetiong reccived a
scvere blow,

A test made from a freizht cngine wmoviong coalvard on the
cut-off discloscd thet the rod indication of bnc ¢ st=-hound Hlock
gignal governing wv.oments of f the cut-orff could first he geon
from the cngincmen's side of the c¢b Ter o distaree of 4,490 Tect,

According to %

ne troeln sheet, Troin Neo. 42 hol coasuamed 11
minutcs in traveliag th

the ai stuucc ol 12.6 miles from Worshangbon
te dJones, an averalse S T 68.73 niles per hovr, ond tlhcre wos
nething in the cvidence to lﬁQLCQLb tlet the nju\& was reauced
after passing Jonos until tunce biales were eopplicd o Tew 3cconds
belore the cceident occurred.

¢
3
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N~ T Ly -
Conciusliongs

This accident vas crused by the feilurc of E- 3 aeman M
of Trailn No, A2, properly Lo obscrve ﬁnd wboy tac scop iladie
of the tra Jn srder cnd maﬂu\l bleck sicarl ~t Pocet,

L_'A,

Fircmon Barrcett, of the leed cooine of Troon o, 42, wos the
only surviving mcmoer of the two oo iue ercus on tals tro Ly he
had seen Troin Ne, 286 =moving via thc cld nein linc and thoacht
it might be stoppcd in order to cllow his owa trein to fo cheaed
of it, but when 1t hed rerchzd o point whcre e thoasht 1t s
pascing the si;mel coveruine tho Jﬁvxhulbo from the old moin line
he crosscd over to ®lic cninoiun's gide and on lcokiagc out ol
thac sidc windotwr from benind the LAULup““n he sow thrt thoe block
simal goveraing che noveicnt of tls owal trein wes in the stop
position, with ¢ recd iadicition disnleayed ot the switch, showing
that it was lined for the rovenoent of Trein Mo, 28, Upb to this
ine he had not notlecd anythilng wrong with Tagioc on Nevman
oxocpt thint he had net-whistled for onc gr:ido cronsiugg the
eagincann had, Lowever, turncd on tic cobh light ond locked ab his
watch, nnd also had looked ot the “wter and stemm pauges after
passing JdJoncs, o station only 3 mﬁlk from the poiny, of accident.
Hc had uot, howvever, tcokon any acticn tourrd stvepning his train

C‘) P
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for the signal at Paget, although sitting on his seat box in

normal position, and after seeinz the 1ndication of the signal
Fireman Barrett shouted to the en-ineman thac the block was red; .
apparently Enginenan Nevman then started to nalke cn application

of the brakes but Fireman Barrett, alfter shouting %o him several
times reached around and knocked ilhe brake-valve handle into
emergency position, a few seconds hefore the accident occurred,
Instructions had been issued, but not recelved by bLinglneman Newman
to the effect that his train probrbly would be stopped at Paget

by Train No, 284 his failure to rcceive thesce inscructions, however,
did not relievc him of the duly of chscrving signal iudications

and of operating his train in accordance thercwith, anc tke firc-
man's statements indicate that the reeson he rfailcd to do so was
because he was not fully conscious of his surrounlings as his

train approachcd Paget., The naturc of his difficully was not
ascertainecd. ZEngineman Nowman was 62 years of age and had becen

in enginc scrvice more than ALO0 ycars, over 30 years of which had
been as engincman; he was an experienced man over this portion of
the road and was last examined on thc rules in Vay, 1934, and was
last examined physically in Junc of the some year,

No statcment can be mede es Ho wiay Erngincnen Sorin cr on the
sccond cngine failcd to cut in his broke valve and apply the
brakes when it became apparcnt that Enginenan Nowiien wes not gcoing
to stop the train, but the stateniemts of the rirauwan of the lead-
ing cnginc would indicatc that s:wle wras troiling down on the
right side and 1t is probablc that E.iinuwan Sprincer did not sec
the signal indications affccting thic movement of his tr-in,

Resnectfully submitted,
W. J. PATTERI0N

Dircctor.



