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Rellroacd:

Date:

Loc~tion:

Kind of accident:
Tralr. involved:

Train number:

Speed:

Operaticn:

Track:
Weatner:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:

- 2 - ’ Inv-2715

SUMMARY

Cleveland, Cincinnati, Cnicago
& 8t. Louls

Augurt 2, 1940

Oslman, I11.

Train struck track laborers
Express

Secend 491

4029

12 cars

S0 m. p. n.

Automatic block-eignal and
sutometlic train-ctop egystem

Couble; tangent; practicelly level
Clear

9:05 a. m.

9 killed

Failure tc vrovide »nroper
nrotection for track laoborers
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

INVESTIGAT ION NO. 2715

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910,

THE CLEVELAND, CINCINNATI, CHICAGO & ST, LOUIS
RATLWAY COMPANY

————e e e

August 28, 1943,

Accident near Ohlman, Ill,, on August 2, 1943, caused by

failure to provide proper protection for track
laborers,

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION1

PATTERSON, Commissioner:

On August 2, 1943, an express train on the Cleveland,
Cincinnatl, Chicago & St. Louis Railway struck men working
on the track near Ohlman, I11, This accident resulted in
the death of nine men,

1

Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by the

Commissidn to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and
disposition,



PuT gonmemmmmmm - -
' I@B— on, I11. ; £
38.9 mi. : 11 o
Pana : T I @
8.3 mi. ! =
Ohlman ' &
2.2 mi. L oh an
Point of accident i }:(m ]\
16.6 m1, : : i_
Hillsboro. T1l. P L
L, Hillsboro. I1 . : J:ZQP =
' I
] ]
' ,
, | o Location of surviving
' ' employees
5 mi. i © Locatlion of employees
C = killed
Lo R
. : 3
! L} E
: : )
' O
b 2.2 mi, A
P a
E . o o]
E : [}A%y“pompressor
D o 85 1t
; o :
Point of . o
: oV
accident “'"‘V"“"O"’wz.;--i ==
© o /
o |©

‘
,

To Hillsboro

<
=

Inv. No. 2715

C. C. C, & St. L. Ry.
Ohlman, I1l.
August 2, 1943

Fastward main track—

“Westward main track



-5 ' 2715
Location of Accident and Method of Operation

. This accident occurred on that part of the Illinois
Division extending between Mattoon and Hillsboro, I11,,
miles, In the vicinity of the point of accident this was
a double-track line over which trains moving with the cur-
rent of traffic were operated by an automatic block-signal
system, the indications of which superseded time-table
superiority, and an automatic train-stop system, The acci-
dent “occurred on the westward main track at a point 2,2
miles west of Ohlman. As the point of accident was
approached from the east the track was tangent about 5
miles, At this point the grade was practically level,

At the time of the accldent 8 members of a section
gang of 14 men were operating pneumatic tools in tamping
ballast, A gasoline-engine-driven ailr-compressor, which
furnished power for the tamping tools, was located on the
south side of the tracks, &5 feet east of the point of
accildent,

The maximum authorized speed for express trains was
€0 miles per hour,

Description of Accldent

Second 431, a west-bound first-class express train,
consisted of engine 4929, 11 express cars and 1 coach, in
the order named, This train passed Pana, &.3 miles east
of Ohlman and the last open office, at 8:54 a.,m,, according
to the dispatcher's record of movement of trains, 4 hours 11
minutes late, passed Ohlman, and while moving at an estimated
speed of 30 miles per hour it struck 9 members of the track
crew, ‘

It was clear at the time of the accident, which occurred
at 9:C5 a.m,

Nine laborers of the section gang were killed,

Dilgscussion

Second 431 was moving on tangent track at an estimated
speed of 30 miles per hour in territory where the maximum
authorized speed was 80 mlles per hour when it struck and
fatally injured 9 members of a section gang of 14 men who
were working on the track, As Second 431 was approaching
the vicinity, the speed was about 65 miles per hour and the
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enginemen were malntaining a lookout anead. No train order
restrictin: tnd movement of this train had been issued, Mo
warning signel restricting the speed cof Second 431 was
placed 1n tre vicinity end no lleg protection wasg »rovided
vy the track laborers. Wnen the engine was & conelderable
distance east of tne voint of accident tne enginemen ob-
serves tne sectlonmen on the track, Wnen trne englne reacned
s polnt about 1,400 feet east of tne sectionmen, tne . englincer
sounded an alarm esignal on tne englne wnistle and continuscd
to sound tne wnlstle until the accident occurred. ‘Wnen tne
engine reached a point sbout 1,000 feet east, he moved the
brake vslve to emergency posltien and the train stopoed witn
tne engine stending about 800 feet west of tne noint of
accident.

According to statements of the 5 surviving members of
the section gang, 8 of thne men killed were tamping ballast
witn pneunetic teamoins tools and one waes snoveling mallast.
Tnece men were working at o noint about 80 feet wvest of tne
air-comporecsor. Tne exnaust of the air-comdressor enfine
and tne noise made by the tanping tools prevented tne men
from nearing tne approaciilng train. It aad been thne practice
of tne foreman to maintain a lookout and to warn tne men of
approacning trains. Fowevar, at the time of the accident the
foreman wa g engaged in eroveling ballest, ond he did not
asslgn any otner emoloyee To lookout duty.
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It 1s founé itnnt tnis accident was caused by fallure to
provide proper protection fer track laborers. ‘

Dated »t Wasnington, D: C., tnls twenty-eiphth
day of August, 1943. .

By tne Commission, Commissioner Patterson.

M L]

w, P. BARTEL,

(SEAL)
Secretary.
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