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I N T E R S T A T E C O M M E R C E C O M M I S S I O N 

I N V E S T I G A T I O N N O . 2 5 3 5 

I N T H E M A T T E R O F M A K I N G A C C I D E N T I N V E S T I G A T I O N R E P O R T S 

U N D E R T H E A C C I D E N T R E P O R T S A C T O F M A Y 6 , 1 9 1 0 . 

T H E C L E V E L A N D , C I N C I N N A T I , C H I C A G O & S T . L O U I S 

R A I L W A Y C O M P A N Y 

D e c e m b e r 1 7 , 1 9 4 1 . 

A c c i d e n t n e a r M o r g a n t o w n , I n d . , o n O c t o b e r 9 , 1 9 4 1 , c a u s e d b y 

a t r a i n o r d e r b e i n g a c c e p t e d a t a s t a t i o n a f t e r t r a i n t o 

w h i c h i t w a s a d d r e s s e d h a d p a s s e d t h a t s t a t i o n . 

1 

R E P O R T O F T H E C O M M I S S I O N 

P A T T E R S O N , C o m m i s s i o n e r : 

O n O c t o b e r 9 , 1 9 4 1 , t h e r e w a s a h e a d - e n d c o l l i s i o n b e t w e e n 

a m i x e d t r a i n a n d a f r e i g h t t r a i n o n t h e C l e v e l a n d , C i n c i n n a t i , 

C h i c a g o & S t . L o u i s R a i l w a y n e a r M o r g a n t o w n , I n d . , w h i c h r e 

s u l t e d i n t h e i n j u r y o f s i x e m p l o y e e s . T h i s a c c i d e n t w a s i n v e s 

t i g a t e d i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e P u b l i c S e r 

v i c e C o m m i s s i o n o f I n d i a n a . 

1 

U n d e r a u t h o r i t y o f s e c t i o n 1 7 ( 2 ) o f t h e I n t e r s t a t e C o m m e r c e 

A c t t h e a b o v e - e n t i t l e d p r o c e e d i n g w a s r e f e r r e d b y t h e C o m m i s s i o n 

t o C o m m i s s i o n e r P a t t e r s o n f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n a n d d i s p o s i t i o n . 
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o F a i r l a n d , I n d . 

1 2 . 5 r r d . 

o F r a n k l i n 

7 . 2 m i . 

o T r a f a l g a r 

5 . 1 1 m i . 

X P o i n t o f a c c i d e n t 

1 . 5 9 m i . 

o M o r g a n t o w n 

1 1 . 6 m i . 

o M a r t i n s v i l l e , I n d . 

T o F a i r l a n d 

0 * 5 5 ' 
1 , 8 6 2 f t . j 

1 , 3 6 0 f t . 

T o M a r t i n s v i l l e 

o i n t o f a c c i d e n t 

I n v - 2 5 3 5 
C . C . C . & S t . L . R y . 

j l o r g a n t o w n , I n d . 

O c t o b e r 9 , 1 9 4 1 -
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Location of Accident and Method of Operation 

This accident occurred on that part of the Indiana Division 
which extends between Martinsville and Fairland, Ind., a distance 
of 38 miles. This is a single-track line over which trains are 
operated by timetable and train orders; there is no block system 
in use. The accident occurred at a point 1 59 miles east of the 
station at Morgantown. As the point of accident is approached 
from the west there are, in succession, a tangent S15 feet in 
length, a 2°11 ,36" curve to the right 1,360 feet and a tangent 
66 feet to the point of accident. As the point of accident is 
approached from the east there is a 0°55' curve to the right 
1,862 feet in length, which is followed by a tangent 1,303 feet 
to the point of accident. The grade for east-bound trains varies 
from 0.248 percent to 0.689 percent ascending a distance of 3,126 
feet to the point of accident and is 0.248 percent ascending at 
the point of accident. The grade for west-bound trains varies 
from 0.248 percent to 1.018 percent descending a distance of 
7,274 feet to the point of accident. 

Operating rules read in part as follows: 

S-208b. On portions of the road where no form of block 
system is in use, a train order must not be sent to a 
superior train at the last open train-order office 
(except at a station where the superior train is required 
to receive Clearance Form A) directing it to meet or wait 
for an opposing train at a station where no operator is 
on duty, if it can be avoided. When the movement of a 
passenger train is affected, the order to the inferior 
train must not be made "complete" until the superior 
train has been brought to a stop and a copy of the order 
delivered to the conductor or engineman. 

219. An operator must not repeat or give the "X" re
sponse to a train order for a train which has been cleared 
or of which the engine has passed his train-order signal 
until he has obtained, the signatures of the conductor and 
engineman to the order, 

221 (A) . Unless otherwise provided, a fixed signal must 
be used at each train-order office, which shall indicate 
"stop" when there is an operator on duty, except when 
changed to "proceed" to allow a train to pass after get
ting train orders or for which there are no orders. The 
signal must be returned to "stop" as soon as a train has 
passed. 
* * * 
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I f t h e f i x e d s i g n a l s h o u l d f a i l t o w o r k p r o p e r l y . 

C l e a r a n c e F o r m A m u s t b e u s e d . * * * 

2 2 2 . O p e r a t o r s m u s t p r o m p t l y r e c o r d a n d r e p o r t t o t h e 

t r a i n d i s p a t c h e r t h e t i m e o f a r r i v a l a n d d e p a r t u r e o f 

a l l t r a i n s a n d t h e d i r e c t i o n o f e x t r a t r a i n s . 

T h e r e a r e n o t r a i n - o r d e r s i g n a l s o n t h e t e r r i t o r y i n v o l v e d 

i n t h i s a c c i d e n t . 

T h e m a x i m u m a u t h o r i z e d s p e e d f o r t h e t r a i n s i n v o l v e d i s 3 0 

m i l e s p e r h o u r . 

D e s c r i p t i o n o f A c c i d e n t 

N o . 3 5 4 . a n e a s t - b o u n d f i r s t - c l a s s m i x e d t r a i n , c o n s i s t e d o f 

e n g i n e 1 5 2 6 , o n e b o x c a r a n d o n e c o a c h , i n t h e o r d e r n a m e d ; t h e 

c o a c h w a s o f s t e e l c o n s t r u c t i o n . A t M a r t i n s v i l l e , 1 1 . 6 m i l e s 

w e s t o f M o r g a n t o w n , t h e c r e w r e c e i v e d c o p i e s o f t r a i n o r d e r N o . 

4 4 , F o r m 1 9 , w h i c h r e a d a s f o l l o w s : 

E n g 1 4 8 9 r u n E x t r a F a i r l a n d t o 

M a r t i n s v i l l e a n d m e e t N o . 3 5 4 a t 

M o r g a n t o w n 

N o . 3 5 4 d e p a r t e d f r o m M a r t i n s v i l l e a t 1 : 1 5 p . m . , a c c o r d i n g t o 

t h e d i s p a t c h e r ' s r e c o r d o f m o v e m e n t o f t r a i n s , 6 h o u r s 5 m i n u t e s 

l a t e , a n d a t 1 : 4 2 p . m . a r r i v e d a t M o r g a n t o w n w h e r e t h e c r e w r e 

c e i v e d c o p i e s o f t r a i n o r d e r N o . 4 9 , F o r m 1 9 , w h i c h r e a d a s 

f o l l o w s : 

E x t r a 1 4 8 9 W e s t m e e t N o 3 5 4 a t 

T r a f a l g a r i n s t e a d o f M o r g a n t o w n 

T h i s o r d e r w a s m a d e c o m p l e t e a t 1 : 4 0 p . m . N o . 3 5 4 d e p a r t e d 

f r o m M o r g a n t o w n a t 1 : 4 5 p . m . , 5 h o u r s 5 5 m i n u t e s l a t e , a n d a t a 

p o i n t 1 . 5 9 m i l e s e a s t o f M o r g a n t o w n i t s t o p p e d o n t h e m a i n t r a c k 

a n d i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r w a r d w a s s t r u c k b y E x t r a 1 4 8 9 W e s t . 

E x t r a 1 4 8 9 W e s t , a w e s t - b o u n d f r e i g h t t r a i n , c o n s i s t e d o f 

e n g i n e 1 4 8 9 , o n e l o a d e d c a r , o n e e m p t y c a r a n d a c a b o o s e . A t 

F a i r l a n d , 2 4 . 8 1 m i l e s e a s t o f t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , t h e c r e w 

r e c e i v e d c o p i e s o f t r a i n o r d e r N o . 4 4 , F o r m 1 9 , p r e v i o u s l y 

q p u o t e d . T h i s t r a i n d e p a r t e d f r o m F a i r l a n d a t 1 2 : 2 9 p . m . , a c c o r d 

i n g t o t h e d i s p a t c h e r ' s r e c o r d o f m o v e m e n t o f t r a i n s , s t o p p e d a t 

F r a n k l i n , 1 2 . 3 1 m i l e s e a s t o f t h e p o i n t w h e r e t h e a c c i d e n t o c 

c u r r e d , a n d p e r f o r m e d s w i t c h i n g s e r v i c e e a s t o f t h e s t a t i o n . 

T h i s t r a i n t h e n s t o p p e d a t t h e s t a t i o n w h e r e a b r a k e m a n d e l i v e r e d 

c o m p a n y m a i l a n d w a y b i l l s t o a c l e r k d u r i n g t h e a b s e n c e o f t h e 

o p e r a t o r . E x t r a 1 4 8 9 d e p a r t e d f r o m F r a n k l i n a t 1 : 1 5 p . m . , 

a c c o r d i n g t o t h e s t a t e m e n t o f t h e c o n d u c t o r , p a s s e d t h e b l i n d 
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siding at Trafalgar, 5.11 miles east of the point where the 
accident occurred, where it should have entered the siding to 
clear for No. 354 If the crew had received copies of order No. 
49, and while it was moving at an estimated speed of 12 to 17 
miles per hour it collided with No. 354. 

Because of track curvature and trees adjacent to the track, 
the view of the point of accident from the right side of an east-
bound engine is restricted to 580 feet;, however, when an east-
bound engine is 369 feet west of the point of accident the view 
is unrestricted throughout a distance of 1,640 feet. The point 
where the accident occurred could be seen from the right side of 
a west-bound engine a distance of 1,640 feet and from the left 
side, 1,303 feet. 

The pilot of engine 1489 was torn off, the left cylinder 
was cracked, the front deck-casting was broken, the engine truck 
was demolished and driven under the cylinders, and the front 
driving wheels were raised off the rails. The front deck-casting 
of engine 1526 was bent and the engine truck was damaged. 

A light rain was falling at the time of the accident, which 
occurred about 1:53 p. m. 

The employees injured were the conductor, the front brake-
man, the middle brakeman and the flagman of No. 354, and the 
conductor and the front brakeman of Extra 1489. 

Data 

During the 30-day period preceding the day of the accident 
the average movement over the territory Involved was 2 trains 
daily except Sunday. There was no train operated on Sundays. 

On October 16, Bulletin Order No. 3 5 reading as follows was 
issued: 

SUBJECT - Rule 83D - Clearing of trains: 

All concerned: 

At Morgantown and Franklin eastward and westward 
trains must not leave without Clearance Form A except 
during hours train order stations are closed. 

Discussion 

The rules governing operation on the line involved provide 
that an operator must not accept a train order for delivery to a 
train at his station after that train has passed the station. In 
addition, a fixed signal must be used at each train-order station 
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h o w e v e r , t h e r e w a s n o f o r m o f t r a i n - o r d e r s i g n a l i n u s e o n t h e 

l i n e i n v o l v e d . 

T h e c r e w s o f b o t h t r a i n s h e l d c o p i e s o f t r a i n o r d e r N o . 4 4 , 

w h i c h e s t a b l i s h e d a m e e t i n g p o i n t a t M o r g a n t o w n b e t w e e n N o . 3 5 4 , ^ ^ 

a n e a s t - b o u n d f i r s t - c l a s s m i x e d t r a i n , a n d E x t r a 1 4 8 9 W e s t . WhenWw 
N o . 3 5 4 a r r i v e d a t M o r g a n t o w n E x t r a 1 4 8 9 h a d n o t b e e n r e p o r t e d 

a s h a v i n g d e p a r t e d f r o m F r a n k l i n , , 1 3 . 9 m i l e s e a s t o f M o r g a n t o w n . 

I n o r d e r t o a v o i d d e l a y t o N o . 3 5 4 , t h e t r a i n d i s p a t c h e r c a l l e d 

t h e o p e r a t o r s a t F r a n k l i n a n d M o r g a n t o w n t o c o p y a n o r d e r t o 

c h a n g e t h e m e e t i n g p o i n t o f t h e s e t r a i n s f r o m M o r g a n t o w n t o 

T r a f a l g a r , 6 . 7 m i l e s e a s t o f M o r g a n t o w n , b u t t h e o p e r a t o r a t 

F r a n k l i n v/as a t l u n c h . U p o n h i s r e t u r n a c l e r k i n t h e s t a t i o n 

i n f o r m e d h i m t h a t t h e d i s p a t c h e r h a d c a l l e d o n t h e t e l e p h o n e 

c o n c e r n i n g t h e i s s u a n c e o f a n o r d e r t o b e d e l i v e r e d t o E x t r a 

1 4 8 9 . T h e o p e r a t o r i n q u i r e d i f E x t r a 1 4 8 9 h a d p a s s e d t h e t r a i n -

o r d e r s t a t i o n a n d x v a s i n f o r m e d b y t h e c l e r k t h a t I t w a s p e r f o r m 

i n g s w i t c h i n g s e r v i c e e a s t o f t h e s t a t i o n . A l t h o u g h a m e m b e r o f 

t h e t r a i n c r e w h a d b e e n i n t h e o f f i c e t o d e l i v e r w a y b i l l s s o m e 

t i m e p r i o r , t h e c l e r k f a i l e d t o o b s e r v e t h a t E x t r a 1 4 8 9 h a d d e 

p a r t e d v / e s t w a r d a b o u t 1 : 1 5 p . m . O n t h e i n f o r m a t i o n r e c e i v e d 

f r o m t h e c l e r k , t h e o p e r a t o r c a l l e d t h e d i s p a t c h e r a n d i n f o r m e d 

h i m t h a t E x t r a 1 4 8 9 h a d n o t p a s s e d b e y o n d h i s t r a i n - o r d e r s t a 

t i o n . T h e d i s p a t c h e r t h e n t r a n s m i t t e d t r a i n o r d e r N o . 4 9 s i m u l 

t a n e o u s l y t o t h e o p e r a t o r s a t F r a n k l i n a n d M o r g a n t o w n . T h i s 

o t f d e r s u p e r s e d e d t r a i n o r d e r N o . 4 4 a n d e s t a b l i s h e d t h e m e e t i n g 

p o i n t a t T r a f a l g a r i n s t e a d o f M o r g a n t o w n . T h e o p e r a t o r a t 

F r a n k l i n r e p e a t e d t h e o r d e r f i r s t , t h e n t h e o p e r a t o r a t M o r g a n -

t o w n r e p e a t e d i t , a n d t h e d i s p a t c h e r m a d e i t c o m p l e t e t o b o t h 

a t 1 : 4 0 p . m . T h e o p e r a t o r a t M o r g a n t o w n d e l i v e r e d c o p i e s o f 

t h i s o r d e r , t o g e t h e r w i t h c o p i e s o f c l e a r a n c e F o r m A , t o t h e 

c r e w o f N o . 3 5 4 a n d t h i s t r a i n d e p a r t e d a t 1 : 4 5 p . m . S o o n 

a f t e r w a r d t h e a g e n t a t T r a f a l g a r r e p o r t e d t o t h e o p e r a t o r a t 

F r a n k l i n t h a t E x t r a 1 4 8 9 v / a s p a s s i n g h i s s t a t i o n . T h i s w a s t h e 

f i r s t k n o w l e d g e t h e o p e r a t o r a t F r a n k l i n h a d t h a t E x t r a 1 4 8 9 

h a d p a s s e d h i s t r a i n - o r d e r s t a t i o n . 

U n d e r t r a i n o r d e r N o . 4 4 t h e c r e w o f E x t r a 1 4 8 9 w a s a u t h o r 

i z e d t o u s e t h e m a i n t r a c k a s f a r a s t h e e a s t s i d i n g - s w i t c h a t 

M o r g a n t o x v n a n d u n d e r t r a i n o r d e r N o . 4 9 t h e c r e w o f N o . 3 5 4 w a s 

a u t h o r i z e d t o u s e t h e m a i n t r a c k a s f a r a s t h e e a s t s i d i n g -

s v - i t c h a t T r a f a l g a r ; t h e r e f o r e , b o t h t r a i n s w e r e a u t h o r i z e d t o 

u s e t h e m a i n t r a c k b e t w e e n t h e e a s t s i d i n g - s w i t c h a t M o r g a n t o w n 

a n d t h e e a s t s i d i n g - s w i t c h a t T r a f a l g a r , a n d a s a r e s u l t o f t h i s ^ 

l a p o f a u t h o r i t y t h e s e t r a i n s c o l l i d e d b e t w e e n M o r g a n t o w n a n d 4fc 

T r a f a l g a r . 

T h e o p e r a t o r a t F r a n k l i n h a d a n u n r e s t r i c t e d v i e w t o t h e 

e a s t o f 2 , 5 0 0 f e e t . I f h e h a d d e t e r m i n e d f o r h i m s e l f t h a t h e 

d i d n o t h a v e c o n t r o l o f E x t r a 1 4 8 9 b e f o r e h e a c c e p t e d a n o r d e r 

a f f e c t i n g t h e m o v e m e n t o f t h a t t r a i n , t h i s a c c i d e n t c o u l d h a v e 

b e e n a v e r t e d . 
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F o r a c o n s i d e r a b l e p e r i o d p r i o r t o t h e c u r r e n t y e a r , a 

m i x e d t r a i n h a d b e e n s c h e d u l e d f o r t r i - w e e k l y s e r v i c e o n t h e 

l i n e i n v o l v e d . T h i s r e s u l t e d i n o n l y o n e t r a i n b e i n g o p e r a t e d 

d a i l y e x c e p t S u n d a y . O n A u g u s t 1 , 1 9 4 1 , b e c a u s e o f i n c r e a s e d 

b u s i n e s s , s e r v i c e w a s i n c r e a s e d t o o n e t r a i n i n e a c h d i r e c t i o n , 

d a i l y e x c e p t S u n d a y . W i t h i n t h e m e m o r y o f m o s t o f t h e e m p l o y e e s 

i n v o l v e d a n d t h e s u p e r v i s o r y o f f i c i a l s , t h e r e h a d b e e n n o t r a i n -

o r d e r s i g n a l s i n u s e o n t h i s l i n e ; h o w e v e r , t h e d i s p a t c h e r w a s 

n o t a w a r e o f t h i s f a c t . O n O c t o b e r 1 6 , a b u l l e t i n o r d e r w a s 

i s s u e d , a d d r e s s e d t o a l l c o n c e r n e d , r e a u i r i n g t h a t a l l e a s t - b o u n d 

a n d a l l w e s t - b o u n d t r a i n s m u s t n o t d e p a r t f r o m e i t h e r F r a n k l i n o r 

M o r g a n t o w n w i t h o u t a c l e a r a n c e F o r m A . I f t h i s o r d e r h a d b e e n i n 
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