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Raiilroad:

Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:

Train involved:
Train number:
Engine number:
Consist:

Speed:

Operation:

Track:

Weather:
Time:
Casvalties:

Cause:
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SUMMARY

Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago
& St. Louls

April 7, 1944

Deer Creek, Onio

"Perailment

Passenger
404

5332

10 cars

70 m. p. h.

Timetable, trein orders and
manual-block system

Single; tangent; 0.35 percent
descending grade eastward

Misting
2:57 p. m.
2 killed; 18 injured

Train entering open switcn at
nign rate of speed
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IHVESTIGATICN NO. 2788
\TTR OF IAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
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ER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF NAY 6, 1910.
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THE CLEVELAND, CINCINMATI, CHICAGO & ST. LOUIS
RATLYAY COUMPANY

May 3, 1944.

Accldent at Deer Creek, Onio, on April 7, 1944, caused

by a train entering an open switcn at a nign rate
of speed.
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FATTEREOY, Cnairman:

Cn &pril 7, 1944, tnere was a derailnent of a vassenger
train on uvhe Cleveland, Cincinnati, Cnicago & St. Louls Rail-
way at Deer Creek, Onio, wnicn resulted in tne death of 2
train-service empnloyees, and the injury of 11 passengers, 6
dining-cav employees and 1 train-service employee. Tnis
accldent was investligated in conjunction witn a reoresentative
of tiie Public Utilities Commission of Onio.

lupder authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-erntitled proceeding was referred by the

Commission to Chairman Patterscorn for consideration and dis-
position.
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Location of Accident and Metnod of Operation

This accident occurred on tnat vart of the Onio Division
extending eastward from Ivorydale Jct. to Columbus, Onio, 116.9
miles. In the vicinity of the noint of accident tnis was a
single-track line over wnich trains were operated by timetable,
train orders and a manual-block system. At Deer Creek, 96.01
miles east of Ivorydale Jct., a siding 5,828 feet long paral-
leled tne main track on the south. Entry to the siding at tne
west switch was made tnrough a No. 10 turnout. The accident
occurred on thne turnout of tne siding 102 feet east of the wes?t
switch. From the west the main track was tangent 2.€9 miles to
the west siding-swltch and 8.72 milec eastward. At the point
of accident tne grade for east-bound trains was 0.35 percent
descending.

The switch-stand of tne west siding-switcn was of the nand-
tnrow, intermediate-stand type, and was provided witn an oll
lamp and two targets. The centers of tne lenses and the targets
were, respectively, 10 feet 2-1/2 inches and 8 feet 2-13/16
inches above tne ties, and 7 feet 2-1/4 inches soutn of the
gage side of the south rail of the main track. Vnen tne switcen
was lined normally a green dlagonal target, 36 inches long and
12 inches wide, and a green lignht were displayed. “nen tne

switcn was lined for entry to the siding a red norizontal target,
36 1ncnes long and 16 inches wide, and a red lignt were disnlayed

Operating rules read in psasrt as follows:

104a. The normal position for all s itches %* ¥ %
is that waich leaves the main tracks clear for
tne safe passage of trains. * % %. main track
switches #* % # wnhen in normal position must De
locked; * % %

L R

The maximum authorized speed for nassenger trains was 80
miles per nour.

Description of Accident

Mo. 404, an east-bound first-class passenger train, con-
sisted of engine 5332, of the 4-6-4 type, 1 express car, 1
passenger-haggage car, 5 coaches, 1 dining car and 2 Pullman
sleeping cars, in the order named. All cars were of stecl con-
struction. This train passed London, 4.61 miles west of Deer
Creek and the last open office, at 2:53 p. m., 12 minutes late,
and wnile moving at an estimated speed of 70 miles per nour it
entered tne siding at Deer Creek at tne west switcn and was
derailed.

" Tne engine and the first 6 cars were derailed and damaged.
The engine and thne first car stopped on tneir rignt sides, south
of the siding and perallel to it, witn the front end of tae
engine 435 feet east of the point of derailment. Tne second to
sixtn cers, inclusive, stopped practically uprignt, in various
positions across tne main track and the siding. Tne front truck
of the seventn car was derailed.
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It was misting at the ‘time.of the accident, wnich occurred
about 2:57 p. m.

The engineér ahd trie fireman were killed, and tne baggage-
man was injured. -

.Discussion -

!
No. 404 was moving on tangent track at an estimated speed .

of 70 miles ver nour, in territory wnere the maximum authorized
speed was 80 miles pepr hour, wnen the engine and the first 7
cars entered tne turnout ol the west siding-switcn at Deer Creek
and were derailed. As the train was approaching Deer Creek the
conductor was in tne fifth car and the otner members of the train
crew were located in otner cars of tne train. The first these
employees knew of anytning being wrong tas wnen tne brakes be-

came applied in emergency about 10 seconds orior to the derail-

ment. Zxamination immediately after tne accident disclosed

tnat the west siding-switcn was lined for entry to tné siding.
It could not be detcrmined whnen the enginemen first became .aware
tnet the switcn was improperly lined, as they were killed in

tne accident. It was estimated tnat, under tne weatner condi-
tions prevailing:at the timec tAe accident occurred, the switch
target was-visible from a distance of only 800 feet.

Tne investigation disclosed tnat about 25 minutes prior to
the occurrcance of the accident, the west siding-switen at Deer
Creek was used by a section force, consisting of a foreman and
four men, to move a track motor-car from tne siding to the main
track but, after the movement was comnleted, tne switcn was not
closed and locked in normal position. Tne section force under-
stood that, under tne rules, tney were rcguired to sece tnat the
switen wes properly lined and locked. The foreman 'said tnat
winen tne motor-car was moved from the siding to the main track
ne nad intended to lock the switcn in normal position, but his
attention was attracted to tne condition of a televnone booth
near the siding, wnich was in need of repairs.- He placed a
subvort under tne bootn, tnen forgot about tne mosition :of tne
switch. The other members of the section force did not give
any attention to the position of thé switch.

Cause

.
r

It is found tnat this accident was caused by a traln
entering an opcn switon at a nign rate of speed.

Dhted at "ashington, D. C., thils third
.day of lMay, 1944. : o

By the Commission, Chairman Patterson.

W. P. BARTEL,

(SEAL) Secretary.



