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SUMMARY 

R a i l r o a d : 

D a t e : 

L o c a t i o n : 

K i n d of accident: 

T r a i n s involved: 

T r a i n n u m b e r s : 

E n g i n e n u m b e r s : 

C o n s i s t s : 

E s t i m a t e d speeds: 

O p e r a t i o n : 

T r a c k : 

W e a t h e r : 

T i m e : 

C a s u a l t i e s : 

Cause: 

Chicago, Saint P a u l , M i n n e a p o l i s 
and O m a h a 

May 1 8 , 1 9 4 6 

St. J a m e s , M i n n . 

R e a r - e n d collision 

Freight 

23 

425 

58 cars, caboose 

4 m. p , h. 

Freight 

17 

435 

40 cars, caboose 

14 m. p . h. 

T i m e t a b l e and train orders; 
yard l i m i t s 

Single; tangent; 0.417 p e r c e n t 
a s c e n d i n g grade w e s t w a r d 

Foggy 

4:34 a. m. 

2 killed; 3 injured 

Failure p r o p e r l y to control speed 
of f o l l o w i n g train m o v i n g w i t h i n 
yard l i m i t s 



- 3 -

I N T E R S T A T E C O M M E R C E COMMISSION 

I N V E S T I G A T I O N N O . 2 9 9 4 

IN T H E M A T T E R OF M A K I N G A C C I D E N T I N V E S T I G A T I O N R E P O R T S 
U N D E R T H E A C C I D E N T R E P O R T S A C T OF M A Y 6, 1 9 1 0 . 

CHICAGO, SAINT PAUL, M I N N E A P O L I S A N D OMAHA 
R A I L W A Y COMPANY 

June 27, 1 9 4 5 . 

A c c i d e n t at St. J a m e s , M i n n . , on M a y 18, 1 9 4 6 , caused by 
failure p r o p e r l y to control the speed of the f o l ­
l o w i n g train m o v i n g w i t h i n yard l i m i t s . 

1 
R E P O R T OF T H E COMMISSION 

P A T T E R S O N , C o m m i s s i o n e r : 

On May 1 8 , 1 9 4 6 , there w a s a rear-end c o l l i s i o n b e ­
tween two freight trains on the Chicago, Saint P a u l , M i n n e a p o l i s 
and O m a h a R a i l w a y at St. J a m e s , M i n n . , w h i c h r e s u l t e d in the 
d e a t h of two e m p l o y e e s , and the Injury of t h r e e e m p l o y e e s . T h i s 
a c c i d e n t was i n v e s t i g a t e d in c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
of the M i n n e s o t a Railroad and W a r e h o u s e C o m m i s s i o n . 

U n d e r a u t h o r i t y of section 17 (2) of the I n t e r s t a t e Com­
merce Act the a b o v e - e n t i t l e d p r o c e e d i n g w a s r e f e r r e d by the 
C o m m i s s i o n to C o m m i s s i o n e r P a t t e r s o n for c o n s i d e r a t i o n and 
di sposition. 
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L o c a t i o n of A c c i d e n t and Me t h o d of O p e r a t i o n . IT , , 1 ] H . I | tl. I | , , _ 
T h i s accident o c c u r r e d on that p a r t of the W e s t e r n 

D i v i s i o n extending b e t w e e n St. Patil and St. J a m e s , Minn.., 
1 1 8 . 7 m i l e s , a single-track, line ih| the v i c i n i t y of the p o i n t 
of a c c i d e n t , over w h i c h - t r a i n s are operated by t i m e t a b l e and 
train o r d e r s . There is no block system in u s e . At S t . J a m e s , 
the east switch of a- c l a s s i f i c a t i o n yard .located south of the 
main track is 1 , 3 3 5 feet east of the station, and is d e s i g n a t e d 
as switch 1 . T h e accident occurred w i t h i n y a r d l i m i t s on the 
m a i n track a t St. J a m e s , at a point 2 , 9 4 8 feet west of the east 
y a r d - l i m i t sign and 9 7 6 feet east of switch 1 . From the east 
the m a i n track is tangent 7 i 8 5 m i l e s to the p o i n t of a c c i d e n t 
and a con s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e w e s t w a r d . T h e grade for w e s t - b o u n d 
t r a i n s is 0 . 4 1 7 p e r c e n t a s c e n d i n g . 

O p e r a t i n g rules read In p a r t as follows:' 

1 9 . The fo l l o w i n g signals w i l l be d i s p l a y e d 
to the r e a r of every train, as m a r k e r s , to I n d i ­
cate the rear of the train: 

* -M- -I'r 
L i g h t s * * * as m a r k e r s , showing * * * red 

to the r e a r . 

«• * * 

9 3 . * * * 

W i t h i n yard l i m i t s the main track may be used, 
p r o t e c t i n g a g a i n s t first class t r a i n s . 

Second and third class and extra t r a i n s must 
m o v e w i t h i n yard l i m i t s p r e p a r e d to stop u n l e s s 
the main track is seen or k n o w n to be clear. 

D e s c r i p t i o n of A c c i d e n t 

M o , 2 3 , a we s t - b o u n d s e c o n d - c l a s s freight train, c o n s i s t i n g 
o f t e n g i n e 4 2 5 , 5 8 cars and a caboose, w a s m o v i n g w i t h i n yard 
l i m i t s at St. James at a speed of a b o u t 4 m i l e s p e r h o u r w h e n 
the r e a r end w a s struck by N o . 1 7 , at a p o i n t 2 , 9 4 8 feet w e s t of 
the east yard-limit sign. 

N o . 1 7 , a w e s t - b o u n d s e c o n d - c l a s s freight train, c o n s i s t i n g 
of engine 4 3 5 , 4 0 cars and a caboose, p a s s e d M a d e l l a , the last 
o p e n office, 1 1 . 7 m i l e s east of St. J a m e s , at 4 : 1 5 a. m., 2 h o u r s 
1 8 m i n u t e s late, p a s s e d the east yard-limit sign at St. J a m e s and 
whi l e m o v i n g at an estimated speed of" 1 4 m i l e s p e r h o u r it struck 
N o . 2 3 . 
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The c a b o o s e of N o . " 2 3 w a s demolished. T h e rear two cars 
w e r e derailed and b a d l y ' d a m a g e d . The engine of N o . 17 w a s 
d e r a i l e d to the north but remained p r a c t i c a l l y upright, and 
stopped about 9 0 feet west of the point of c o l l i s i o n and at 
an angle of 15 d e g r e e s to the main t r a c k . T h e front end w a s 
b a d l y damaged. T h e front p a i r of w h e e l s of the first car w a s 
d e r a i l e d . A . s t o c k car, w h i c h w a s on an a d j a c e n t track imme­
d i a t e l y n o r t h of the main track, w a s o v e r t u r n e d and badly 
d a m a g e d . 

A dense fog p r e v a i l e d at the time of the accident, w h i c h 
o c c u r r e d about 4:34 a. m. 

T h e c o n d u c t o r and the flagman of N o . 23 w e r e k i l l e d . 
T h e conductor, the f l a g m a n and the front b r a k e m a n of N o . 17 
w e r e Injured. 

The c e n t e r - s i l l s of the caboose of N o . 23 w e r e of steel 
and the r e m a i n d e r w a s of w o o d c o n s t r u c t i o n . T h e rear car of 
N o . 23 telescoped the s u p e r s t r u c t u r e of the c a b o o s e its entire 
l e n g t h . The employees killed w e r e In this c a b o o s e . 

D l s c u s s i o n 

N o . 23 w a s m o v i n g w i t h i n yard l i m i t s at St. James at a 
speed of about 4 m i l e s p e r h o u r w h e n the rear end was struck 
by N o . 17 at a point 2,948 feet west of the east yard-limit 
sign. Under the r u l e s , the speed of N o . 1 7 , a second-class 
freight train, was required to be so controlled that it could 
be stopped short of a train or an o b s t r u c t i o n . 

The c o n d u c t o r and the flagman of N o . 23 w e r e k i l l e d in 
the a c c i d e n t . T h e surviving m e m b e r s of the crexv of this train 
said that d e n s e fog p r e v a i l e d w i t h i n the yard l i m i t s at 
St. J a m e s , c o n s e q u e n t l y the speed of their t r a i n did not ex­
ceed 4 miles p e r h o u r b e t w e e n the yard-limit sign and s w i t c h 1. 
W i t h o u t stopping, t h i s train w a s p r o c e e d i n g from the main track 
t h r o u g h switch 1 to the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n yard, and the caboose and 
19 cars w e r e on the m a i n track east of switch 1 when the accident 
o c c u r r e d . The first any surviving m e m b e r of the crew of this 
train w a s a w a r e of a n y t h i n g being w r o n g was w h e n the b r a k e s b e ­
came a p p l i e d in emergency as a result of the c o l l i s i o n . 

A s N o . 17 w a s a p p r o a c h i n g St. J a m e s , the speed was about 
45 m i l e s p e r h o u r . The h e a d l i g h t was lighted' b r i g h t l y and the 
e n g i n e m e n and the front b r a k e m a n w e r e m a i n t a i n i n g a lookout aheiK 
The b r a k e s of this train had b e e n tested and had functioned p r o p ­
erly en r o u t e . A b r a k e - p i p e p r e s s u r e of 70 p o u n d s was b e i n g 
m a i n t a i n e d . T h e r e w a s no condition of the engine w h i c h obscured 
the v i e w or d i s t r a c t e d a t t e n t i o n . The engineer said that fog had 
p r e v a i l e d t h r o u g h o u t a d i s t a n c e of about 35 m i l e s east of 
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St. J a m e s , but it was nst so dense as the fog in the vicinity 
of St. J a m e s . W h e n the engine w a s about 500 feet east of the 
e a s t - y a r d - l i m i t sign the e n g i n e e r made a b r a k e - p i p e r e d u c t i o n 
of about 11 p o u n d s , w h i e h w a s not released. The throttle w a s 
in p o s i t i o n to m a i n t a i n considerable v a l v e - c h a m b e r p r e s s u r e . 
T h e engineer of N o . 17 thought the speed w a s r e d u c e d to about 
35 m i l e s p e r h o u r w h e n his engine p a s s e d the yard-limit sign, 
and, since the speed w a s b e i n g g r a d u a l l y reduced, no further 
b r a k e - p i p e r e d u c t i o n w a s made u n t i l the m e m b e r s of the crew 
w h o w e r e <»n the engine saw the l i g h t e d red m a r k e r lamps of 
N o . 23 about 1 0 0 feet distant. T h e e n g i n e e r i m m e d i a t e l y m o v e d 
the b r a k e v a l v e to emergency p o s i t i o n in an a t t e m p t to avert 
the c o l l i s i o n . The engineer said thp speed w a s about 1 4 m i l e s 
p e r h o u r when the c o l l i e i o n o c c u r r e d . 

The accident occurred w i t h i n yard l i m i t s , and, under the 
r u l e s , N o . 17 w a s required to b e operated in such m a n n e r that 
it could be stopped short of a p r e c e d i n g t r a i n . The engineer 
of N o . 17 could a s s i g n no reason for failing to o p e r a t e ^ h i s 
train in a c c o r d a n c e w i t h the yard-limit r u l e . 

Cause 

It Is found that this a c c i d e n t w a s caused by failure 
p r o p e r l y to c o n t r o l the speed of the f o l l o w i n g train m o v i n g 
w i t h i n yard l i m i t s . 

Dated at W a s h i n g t o n , D. C , this t w e n t y - s e v e n t h 
day of J u n e , 1 9 4 6 . 

By the Commission, C o m m i s s i o n e r P a t t e r s o n , 

W . P. B A R T E L , 

(SEAL) 
S e c r e t a r y . 


