INTERSTATE CQMI{ERCE COMMISSION
WASRIINGTON

REPORT NO. 2509

CHICAGO, SAINT PAUL, MINNEAPOLIS AND CMAHA
RAILWAY COMPANY

IN RE ACCIDENT
NEAR SHELDON, IOWA, ON
FESRUARY 21, 1953




.
- 2 - deport no, 8609
SUMMARY
@
Date: February 21, 1¢553
Rallreads Chicago, Saint Paul, Minneapolils
and Cnala
Locatlon: Shelcdon, ITowa
Kind of éonident: Jead-end collision
Tral s l.avelved: Snorr nlow i Passgener
Train nuabers: Extra 425 Tast : 203
Enrine aunbers: 425 : Diesel=electrlc
units £019B and
E00YA
Corsists: Snow plow, cabocose : 8 cars
Estinated ¢rneods: 25 m. ». h, 40 M. De it
Operation: Timetable and traln orders
Traciz: Single; tangent; 0.0 percent
ascending zrade eostward
Weathoi: Clear
Times 9:59 p., m,
Caguanlcies: 1 killed; 38 injured
Causc: Train occimyling main track oan tiue of

an opposing superlor troin itnout
prot-ction



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT NC. 3509

I THZ MATTER OF MAZING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPOATS
U.IDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910,

CHICAGO, SAINT PAUL, MINZEAPOLIS Al'D OMAHA RAILWAY COMPALY

April 13, 18568

Accicdent near Sheldon, Iowa, on Yebruary 21, 1953, cauced Dby
o train occupyinz the main track on the time of an
opnosing superior train without protectilon,

) 1
REPORT OF THE COMIZISSION

PATTERSON, Commissioner:

L

Cn “ebruary 21, 1953, there vazs a head-end colllsioh
betwecn a snow plow and a possenscer train on the Chica o,
Saint Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha Rallway near Sheldon, Iouva,
which recsulted in the death of 1 train-service smployec, ond
the injury of 17 passengers, 1 Pullman Company employee, 4
rallvay mail clerks, 4 dining-car employees, and 2@ train-
service employcecs, This accident was investigated in con-—

Junction with a represcntative of the Iowa State Commerce
Comunizsion.

1
Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Intcrstate Corm=
mercc Lct the above-entitled proceeding was refcrred by the

Com:iesion to Commissioner Patterson Tor consideration and
disposition,
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Lncetion of Acclident and “etioed el Onorotion
' .lg naccident occurred on trat rart of the Wester:
Divisicr extending vetveen Letars, Icwa, and St. James,

AN

Ming,, 727,8 mlies, o single-cract line, over wnich troing
are o ¢rrced by timetable ond train orders. Ther: is ot
bl.zlt crratem 1a use, The cceident occurred on the main
at a rowat 31,2 miles east of LelMors and 1.14 miltes west -0
the st sldlag—-switeh at Skeldon, Iowa, From the west t cie
are, in gsr-ocerssion, a tengent 3,894 feet i1n lencth, a 2°007F
curve to the left 1,926 feet, and a tangent 324 feet to e
rolnt ol accident and 1,15 miles castward, The rrade is ©,{7
rercent accending eastvard at the rolat of accident,

|
O

LI =

Tlids carrier's overating rules reed in part as follo

'w
o

75, tra trains are inferior to regular tralnc,

~_7. An in’ evicry train sust Xcsp out of the vy of
alng superior treins and failins to clear tae rain

raclz tv the tiwe regulred by rule rmust be protectcl as
nreccribed by Rule 99,

Extra trains must clear the time of opposling res iop

troint not less than five minutes unlesc otherwisc nivo-—
vido de W 9

02, Wnen a train gtops under circuumstances in -2iel
1% way be overtaxen by enother train, the flasman nust
fo wack 1mleu1nu97y vith flagran'e sl*nnls a gufticlc.t

1

Jivisace to insure full protection ¥ ¥ ¥

Tie front of the train must be protected in the rane
0y vhen necessary by a trainman, erngiaeman or Sivoron,

o1LN, * %

. Eaglnemen must show train orders to Tiremen and 17:on
rrncicakle to Torward trainmen. Conductors mast oot
cri ordersg ven rracticatle te trainmen, Fire en o.c
Trainien must insist on s=eing, and are rcquired to »o-d
ticla orderg and Clearance Form A at first oppoctanisy,
cnd 10 necessary reaind engcinemen and conductors of
4-"

tieir contents.
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Tniles malics ohe schoedule Slre of the train nared,
vetreea the statllons desiated, as much later as . .hcd
1o tioe o“ler axd a1y cother train recelving tie oroor
i“ recclred to run wilth respect to t7is later Time o8

Tv

_oZore rea nlrod to run wi h respect to the regulay
scenednte time, The time in the order should be cucy
ng coun be easily edded to ti.e schecdule time.

FREIGET SRAKEMEN,

T0CG,  Read all treein ovaers rcecceived by the
co..r 'etor or easineman. Keep them 1n mind and asni - €
.1 btlelr obsgervance, Call aubohtlon of concductor <ov
e iacwen immediately to any arvarent Tallure to obg. e
troin orders or to cl-ar the time of superlor Ttraiis or

5 ¢owly with lules and 1nstructions.

TUFINEMES AND FI<EIEN,

1048, The lir.man aust ireald 311 traln orderg 1Cc—
¢ lvod by the cnoineman, and ko them in mind and
&guist 1In thelr observance, 1so call attention ol
e”lneman immelictely to ny arparent rJallure to
oLzrve trein orlers or to clrar the time of succrior
traliag or to conmply with Rules oana inctructions.

Iie moaxlmum authorized sveeds are 9 miles per hour Inp
ressmites tralns and 49 miles ver hcur for fre r,\ht tralino,

Deacription of Accldent

R 1 kol 1~ e o - e 3 a . N .
Untre 422 East, an east-townnd traln, conslsted of o ¢ iue

rlow, cnilae 425, aud a cabecose, 1in the ovder camed, At A Toi,
15,2 ~1lhex east of Lellarg, the crew recelved conles ol €
orde” o, 2C4 veadinry as Tollows:

No 202 run tour 4 Hours and Forty Fiv
25 Ming 1late Wortlhingzton to Lellars



-7 = 2509

Vorthincinn is located 66,2 mlles ecast of LeMars., No, 203 ls
due to Lcave Sheldon, 16 mlles gast of Alton, at 4:43 p. il
and to leave Hospers, 8.2 miles east of Alton at 4:953 pa. e
Treve ig a sidln~ at each of thesc stations. Excra 428 Eact
depnrted Tron Alton at 9:235 p. @, the time 1t wes reaulred

to cliror the main track at €heldon 17 1t proc:eoded to tlat
ctation to meet No, 203, oncrated throveh the siding at
Eogocore T'crr the purmese of cl-arlng the track of snow,
re-~utevod the main treck at the east siding-swlfcl, ahd viille
movia - abt an ecstimated specd of 25 miles per hour it coll cod
it o, 3 at a paint 1,14 miles west of the west sidlin -
srlteh at Sheldon,

o, 203, a west-bound first-class passenser traln,
conslescad of Dleuelee'ecurio units 201388 and 50“9A comlrd in
miltlple~unit control, one vasrage-nall car, onc baqm@gen
pasisenzer car, three coacaes, one dinine cer, one slueonin: car,
and cne coach, in the order nam=d., The first, sccond, third,
end esivth cars were of conventional all-steel constructloa,

Tac othor cars were of lightweleht steel constructlon and wvere
equlpped with tichtiock couplers. At Wortrin~ton the crew
recolved coples of train srder No. 264, This trein deps: scd
froa Vorthington at 2:12 p. z,, 5 hours 9 mianutes late,
deported from Sheldo. at 9:58 p. m., © hours 12 minvtes lnte,
and +hile moving at an butlmlted speed of 40 miles por linr

1t ccllided with Extra 425 Eas

e snhow plow wes demollished, The cnclne and caboosce of
Extira 420 East vere moved vestward 1,C77 feet by tae force of
the lmonct, The englne vwoe badly dsmaged, and tne catonso 17 s
sll ntly Camaeged, Both Diesni-electric units and the front
truck ¢l the First car of No, 203 were deralled, The first
Dlcse¢lwclectiric unit stonped wlth the front end 190 feet st
ol tire molnt of accident and 78 feet south of the traer, and
the recr ead 17 fect soutn of the track, Thc second wild
becene scparated from the first unlt., It stopped with the front
end asalist the reesr ead of the first unlt and the rear cnd on
the tract structure. The flrst car stovped approximately in
line vi1th thre tracik. Both Diecel-electric unlts were bodly
damrgel, The fourth car was considerably domeegcd.  The otior
cars, a1 the exception of the rear twe cars, were soncrlatb
damsg Qo

The cn~ineer of No, 203 van ki1lled, The fireman, the
conducsor, the train baggageman, the front braxeman, and the
flagzmad ol o, 203, and the tnerineer, the condvctor, the
front urclieman, and the fla~wan ot BExitra 425 East were injured,



ELD veather was clear at the time of the accldent, wnhlch
occur—ed avout 9:59 p, m.

The snow plow involved censiested of a wedge-tyre plnwinj
Gevice attached to one end of a steel gonoola car‘ TTro e
wos ballagbed with 82,100 pounds cf rock. The maxinum e
of thie »lowring .device was 11 feet 6 lnches, and e maxinui
widtly vag 10 feet 10 inches.

A
oz
3 +
T C

Digcussion

The crews of both trains hkeld coples of train order :o.
264, which provided that No, 203 would run 4 hours 46 miautes

late from Tortihington to LelMarg, Under the rules, unless
‘la ”otbytlon wag provided as prescrired by rule AO. 99,

Extra 425 Zast was reoulred to clear the main track at
houJerv not 1oter than 9:33 p, m. or at Sheldon not ladier tuon
G125 DefMs, 1T 1T proceeded to elthor of these suatlons to
meet .0, 203

W._oa the accident occurred the crew of Extrs 425 Exgt
ras returninzT to St. James after havin- made a vest-oconud Trio
froa 8t, Juxes to Alton, 0Oa the west-bound trip the tioln
arrived at Alton at 7:45 v, m. Atout £:35 p. ., tlhie ooz -ater
deliverad copies of rour train srders to the crew, T..eqc
train or¢ ors 1nclucded ovder No, ¢64 and an order which re-
cuired D.-tra 425 East to enter the sidin~ at Sheldon to mect
a wo2at=tound =xtra train., The entire crew was 1n the ofr’lcc
elshicr a% thhe time tie orders vwere dellvered or immeciatelyr
altor ey 1ore delivered. The enmineer. the firemaon, and
tane 20 vator cead the osders, but tie front brookeman and tlhe
fla winn cod ast The fiv-rnan sald thst (frer veadlng the

cricvie e Leln fre of'Tice and retur.acc Lo the ergine e Jdid
i ) ! 8 { T o 0 i -1
not ~c¢coar T. e nifvr menhers of Lthe o v montion o 203, Lig

ec.cneer cald that rhen he read order No. 284 he ~alculntod
Liat Toe 203 mwould be 4 nours 42 minutes late at Sncldon ot
1C:7%7% ». .. He sald that Oblap menbeirs of the crew ¢areced
v1tn nim g tn the time ac Sheldon, vut he wac rot ¢ rioza
walen Qenoer s T tie crew vee presco.l wnen the orders toe
discusces. The coaductor said *that e did not take rrrt Lo
a discigso.. of order Yo. 234, but he, too, aade an cruo0x of

1 houvr in calculating the time at which blq train was reculr-d
to cle”“ tke main track for No, 203, The front bragema.a ond
the 'learman said that bcoclore trhey 1oft the oflice another o
ber of tLC crow 1nlTormed them that th<ir train was to cnter
the siding at Shelden to meet a west-bound extra train and thet
No, 203 *mvld not lcave Sheldon earlier than 10:28 p. m, Clcy
could not remember which member of the crew gave them tilgs
infornasion,

¢
w
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‘ Afse. a vest-bound train passed Alton, at 9.1 p. n.,

Extra 420 East departed., 1o snow khad fallen since the show
plcw lhad onerated west-oound through tnls territory abhout 1
Your 30 .2inutes earlier. As Ex‘tra 425 Zast was moving on the
curve lmaediately west of the polnt of acclident the speed uos
abtout 25 mlles per hour. The headlight ol the englne wvas
lighted brightly. The enginemen were in thelr respectlve
positiong in the cab of the engine. Th» members of the trala
cres vere in the caboose. The front braxkeman, wio wis riding
on the lelt side of the caboose, observed the headlight of Lo,
2C3 at a distance of about 1 mile, Ee told the other enploye—
ges in the caboose tnat an opopesing train was in sight, Yhe
connductor rcp“io thet the onposing traln was the west~bound
extra trein which their train wos te mect at Sheldon. .onc
of these cmployees tookx action to stop the train. The firo-
man, 1m0 wvos not recularly cmployed in thls capaclty by thwe
carricr, vas not aware tiat the train was on the time of No,
BCS He dld not see No. 2C3 bLefore the accident cccurrv:d,
Becougse of curvature orf tne track, the ensinecr could not sgoc
the neuulight of Nn. 203 until nis train was closely approaca—
ing the poiat where the accident occurred. When he ohserved
the hoakllwgt he immcdiately made en emcergency applicoation
of the brekxes, The collision occur.ed bafore the speed of
the trein had been materially reduced.

ey
03 o

4

o llo, 203 was aporoachine the point vhere the accident
occur ed the speed was about 40 miles per hour. The engine-
men uere malntalnine a lookout aliead from the control
compartinent at the front of the locomotive., The members of the
train crew were in various locations in the cars cof the traia,

The headlisht and the oscillating sicnal Jlight were lichted
brigintly, The members of the crew had read and understood
train order o, 254, The fireman sald that because of the
snow plow in front of the en~ine of Extra 425 East, he did
not sce tiie headlight of that train until the trailn eutercd
the tangent on which the accident occurred, When he sau the
headlight e called a warning to the encincer. The ensineor

mnedlatcely made an emer-ency applicaticn of the brazes, The
colllsion ocecurred before the snced of the train had bcen
‘ materialliy reduced,
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It 1a found that thls anceidoent was coused by a traln
occopyinr the maln tre

treck on the time of an omposling suncrlor
traln 1ithnut nretecticon.

oted ot oshinyion, D, C., this thlrtennth
ay of ALpr.l. ilr&,

Tt

By the Commission, Commissioner Patterson,

( SEAL) GEORGE ¥. LAIRD,

Actinr Secretary.



