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SUMMARY 

Date: 

Ra i l road : 

Loca t ion : 

Kind of acc iden t : 

Tral .1 s i AVO 1 v ed: 

Tra in numbers: 

En-lne numbers: 

Consis ts : 

Es tima t od r r> e od s: 

Operat ion: 

Track: 

Weather: 

Time: 

Casual U I c-c: 

Cause: 

February 21, 1953 

Chicago, Saint Paul , Minneapolis 
and Omaha 

Sheldon, Iova 

Head-end c o l l i s i o n 

Snov olow 

Extra 425 East 

425 

Snow p l o v ; caboose 

25 m. 15. h. 

Passenger 

203 

D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c 
units 5019D and 
5009A 

8 cars 

40 t i . n. h. 

Timetable and t r a in orders 

S ing l e ; tangent; 0.50 percent 
ascending grade eastward 

Clear 

9:59 p . m, 

1 k i l l e d ; 35 injured 

Train occupying main track on time of 
an opposing superior t ra in without 
p ro t "ctlon 
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT NO. 3509 

IN THE MATTER OF MAZING- ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPOî TS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910. 

CHICAGO, SAINT PAUL, MINNEAPOLIS AND OMAHA RAILWAY COMPANY 

A p r i l 13, 1953 

Acc iden t near Sheldon, Iowa, on February 21, 1953, caused by 
a t r a in occupying the main track on the time of an 
opposing superior t ra in without p r o t e c t i o n , 

1 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

PATTERSON, Commissioner: 

On February 21, 1953, there was a head-end c o l l i s i o n 
between a snow plow and a passenger t r a in on the Chicago, 
Saint Paul , Minneapolis and Omaha Railway near Sheldon, Iowa, 
which r e su l t ed in the death of 1 t r a i n - s e r v i c e employee, and 
the in jury of 17 passengers, 1 Pullman Company employee, 4 
r a i lway mail c l e r k s , 4 d in ing-car employees, and 9 t r a i n -
s e r v i c e employees. This accident was Inves t i ga t ed in con
junc t ion with a r ep re sen t a t i ve of the Iowa State Commerce 
Commi ss ion . 

1 
Under author i ty of sec t ion 17 ( 2 ) of the I n t e r s t a t e Com

merce A c t the above -en t i t l ed proceeding was r e f e r r e d by the 
Commission to Commissioner Pat terson f o r cons idera t ion arid 
di s p o s i t i o n . 
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L o c a t i o n o f Ace idpntg.and hegti cd c f O p e r a t i o n 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t h a t p a r t o f t he Wes te rn 
D i v i s i o n e x t e n d i n g be tween L e h a r s , Iowa, and S t . James, 
Mine , , , ? 2 ' \ G m i l e s , a s i n g l e - eraex l i n e , o v e r w h i c h t r a i n s 
a r e o - e ra tec by t i m e t a b l e and t r a i n o r d e r s . The re i s no 
b l j c h sys tem i n u s e . The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t h e main t r - c h 
a t a ioox.it 31„2 m i l e s e a s t o f L e X a r s and 1.14 m i l e s west ~f 
the wes t s i d i n g - s w i t c h a t She ldon , Iowa„ From the wes t f ' c r e 
a r e , i n s u c c e s s i o n , a t a n g e n t 3,594 f e e t in l e n c t h , a 2 C 03' 
c u r v e to the l e f t 1,925 f e e t , and a t angen t 324 f e e t to the 
p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t and 1„15 m i l e s e a s t w a r d . The r r a d e i s C.CO 
p e r c e n t a s c e n d i n g eas tward a t t he p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . 

Th i s c a r r i e r ' s o n e e a t i n g r u l e s read in p a r t as f o i l c a s ; 

73, Ex t r a t r a i n s a r e i n f e r i o r to r e g u l a r t ra ins , -

S—27, An i n f e r i o r t m i n must keep out o f the : r y of 
o p p o s i n g s u p e r i o r t r a i n s and f a i l i n m to c l e a r the mnin 
t r a c k by t h e t ime r e q u i r e d by r u l e must be p r o t e c t e d as 
i j r e s c r i b e d by Rule 99, 

E x t r a t r a i n s must c l e a r the t ime o f o p p o s i n g r e o u l n p 
t r a i n s not l e s s the.n f i v e mxnutes u n l e s s o t h e r w i s e ' n v ~ 
v i d o d * * * 

9J, Wnen a t r a i n s t o p s under c i r c u m s t a n c e s i n which 
i t ...ay be o v e r t a k e n by a n o t h e r t r a i n , the flamman must 
go back i m m e d i a t e l y w i t h f l a g m a n ' s s i g n a l s a s u f f i c i e n t 
d i s t a n c e to i n s u r e f u l l p r o t e c t i o n * * * 

w •5? 

The f r o n t o f the tra.in must be p r o t e c t e d i n the some 
may when n e c e s s a r y by a t r a inman, engineman or f i r e ^ n r , 

•st tft 

210. * * * 

an 

11 

Enginemen must show t r a i n o r d e r s to f i r e m e n and i 
r :-'ac'"I c a b l e to f o r w a r d t r a i n m e n . Conduc tors mast s; 
tr'nim. o r d e r s wk-nu r r a c t i c a b l e to t r a inmen . F i remen 
t ra inmen must i n s i s t on s e e i n g , and a r e r e q u i r e d to r e : 
t r c i n o r d e r s and C l e a r a n c e Form A a t f i r s t o p p o r t u n i t y , 
and i f n e c e s s a r y remind enginemen and c o n d u c t o r s o f 
t h e i r c o n t e n t s . 

http://ioox.it
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FORMS OF IRAIF ORDERS 

T i n e O r d e r s . 

( l ) No 1 run 50 aims l a t e A to G. 
* # 

T h i s makes t h e s chedu l e thee o f the t r a i n named, 
or frmon the s t a t i o n s d e s i g n a t e d , as much l a t e r as s n . \ tc . 
i n t he o r d e r , and any e t h e r t r a i n r e c e i v i n g the oi '" ! er 
i s r e n v i r e d to run w i t h r e s p e c t to t ' l s l a t e r t i n e as 
1 a f o r e r e s p i r e d to run w i t h r e s p e c t to the r e g u l a r 
schedvf e t i m e . The three i n the o r d e r should be such 
as can be e a s i l y added to the schedu le t i m e , 

# H * 

FREIGHT 3RAKEMEN. 

10C3. Read a l l t r a i n o r d e r s r e c e i v e d by the 
so.a ' c t o r o r enplneman. Keep them in mind and a s s i s t 

j : t h e i r o b s e r v a n c e . G a l l a t t e n t i o n o f conduc to r or 
e n g i n e . n a n i m m e d i a t e l y to any apparent f a i l u r e to obc rav 
t r a i n o r d e r s oi~ to c l e a r the t ime o f s u p e r i o r t r a i n s o r 
to comely T"*i th R u l e s and i n s t r u c t i o n s . 

ENGINEMEN AMD FIREMEN. 

1 0 4 8 . The f i r . man must read a l l t r a i n o r d e r s r e -
cm I v e d by the englnemnn, and keep them i n mind and. 
a s s i s t i n t h e i r o b s e r v a n c e , a l s o c a l l a t t e n t i o n o f 
c m i n e m o n i m m e d i a t e l y to any a r o a r e n t f a i l u r e to 
o l s e r v o t r a i n o r d e r s o r to cleat-* the t i m e o f s u p e r i o r 
t r a i n s o r to comply w i t h Rules and i n s t r u c t i o n s . 

The maximum a u t h o r i z e d speeds a re 59 m i l e s p e r hour f o r 
pas en "gem t r a i n s and 49 m i l e s p e r hour f o r f r e i g h t t r a i n s , 

D e s c r i p t i p n o f A c c i d e n t 

E x t r a 425 Eas t , an eas t -bound t r a i n , c o n s i s t e d o f a a im 
p l o w , e n g i n e 425, and a c a b o o s e , i n the o r d e r named, A t A" h 
1 6 , 2 m J f i es e a s t of LeMars , the crew r e c e i v e d c o p i e s o f t r a i n 
ordea N o , 2C4 r e a d i n g as f o l l o w s ; 

No 203 run Four 4 Hours and F o r t y F i v e 
4 5 Mins l a t e W o r t h i n g t o n to LeMars 
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Worthing ton i s l o c a t e d 66.2 i s i les east of LeMars. No. 203 i s 
due to l e a v e Sheldon, 16 miles east of A l t o n , at 4:43 p . v.a 

and to l e a v e Hospeis , 8.2 al l ies east of A l t o n , at 4:53 p , m. 
There i s a s id ing a t ' e a c h of these s t a t i o n s . Ex era 425 East 
departed from A l t o n at 9:2a p . m. , the time i t was required 
to c lear the main track a t Sheldon i f i t proceeded to that 
s ta t ion to meet No, 203, operated through the s id ing at 
Ho so ere f o r the purpose of c l e a r i n g the track of snov, 
r e -en te red the main track at the east s i d ing - swi t ch , and whi l e 
moving a t an estimated speed of 25 miles per hour I t c o l l i c o d 
wi th No 0 203 at a po in t 1.14 miles west of the west s i d i n g -
switch at Sheldon, 

No. 203. a west-bound f i r s t - c l a s s passenger t r a i n , 
cons i s ted of D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c uni ts 5019B and 50C9A, coupled i n 
mu l t i p l e -un i t c o n t r o l , one baggago-mail car, one baggage-
passenger car, three coacnes, one dinina* car, one s leep ing car , 
and one coach, in the order named,, The f i r s t , second,, t h i r d , 
and s ix th cars were of conventional a l l - s t e e l construction,, 
Tnc other cars were of l i g h t w e i g h t s t e e l cons t ruc t ion and were 
equipped, with t i r h t l o c k couplers- kt Worthing ton the crew 
r e c e i v e d copies of t r a in order No, 264. This t r a i n depai ted 
fro;.; Wor thing ton at 9:12 p . m,, 5 hours 9 minutes l a t e , 
departed fi'om Sheldon at 9:55 p . m. , 5 hours 12 minutes l a t e , 
and whi le moving at an estimated speed of 40 mi les per h.air 
i t c o l l i d e d with Extra 425 East . 

The snow plow was demolished. The engine and caboose of 
Extra. 425 East ^ere moved westward 1,077 f e e t by tne f o r c e of 
the impact. The engine was badly damaged, and tne caboose w.r s 
s l i g h t l y damaged. Both D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c units and the f ron t 
truck of the f i r s t car of No. 203 were d e r a i l e d . The f i r s t 
D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c unit stopped with the front end 190 f e e t vast 
of the p o i n t of acc ident and 38 f e e t south of the track, and. 
the rear end 17 f e e t south of the t rack. The second uni t 
became separated from the f i r s t un i t . I t stopped with the f ron t 
end aga ins t the rear end of the f i r s t unit and the rear end on 
the track, s t ruc ture . The f i r s t car stopped approximately In 
l i n e with the t rack . Both D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c units were badly 
damaged. The fourth car was considerably damaged. The other 
ca r s , with the except ion of the rea r two cars , were some-hat 
dama god. 

The engineer of No, 2 n 3 was k i l l e d , The fireman, the 
conductor, the t ra in baggageman, the f ront brakeman, and the 
flagman of No. 203, and the engineer , the conductor, the 
f ron t brakeman, and the fla-man of Extra 425 East were in jured . 
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The wea the r was c l e a r a t the time o f the a c c i d e n t , wh ich 
o c c u r r e d about 9:59 p , mr. 

The snow p l o w i n v o l v e d cens*. ? ted o f a w e d g e - t y p e p l o w i n g 
d e v i c e a t t a c h e d to one end o f a s t e e l g o n d o l a car* The car 
w-s b a l l a s t e d w i t h 82 ,100 pounds o f r o c k . The maximum h e i g h t 
o f th.e p l o w i n g . d e v i c e was 11 f e e t 6 i n&hes . and -he maximum 
w i d t h -*as 10 f e e t 10 i n c h e s . 

The c rews o f bo th t r a i n s h e l d c o p i e s o f t r a i n o r d e r i o . 
264, wh ich p r o v i d e d tha t No , 203 would run 4 hours 45 minute : 
l a t e f rom N o r t h i n g t o n to LeMars„ Under the r u l e s , un l e s s 
f l a g p r o t e c t i o n was p r o v i d e d as p r e s c r i b e d by r u l e No. 90, 
E x t r a 425 Eas t was r e o u i r o d to c l e a r the main t r a c k a t 
Ho&pers n o t l a t e r than 9:33 p . m. o r a t Sheldon not l a t e r than 
9:25 p p m , , i f i t p r o c e e d e d to e i t h e r o f these s t a t i o n s to 
meet N o , 203 , 

When the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d the crew o f Ext ra 425 Eas t 
was r e t u r n i n g to S t , James a f t e r hav i r r ' made a wes t -oound t r i ) 
from S t 6 James to A l t o n , On the west -bound t r i p tha t r a i n 
a r r i v e d a t A l t o n a t 7:45 p t m, A t o u t C; 35 p . m. tho ope va lor 
d e l i v e r e d c o p i e s o f f o u r t r a i n o r d e r s to the c r ew , These 
t r a i n o r d e r s i n c l u d e d o r d e r N o , 264 and an o r d e r which r e 
o u i r o d E- ' t ra 425 Eas t to e n t e r the s i d i n g a t She ldon to meet 
a wes t -bound ex t r a t r a i n . The e n t i r e crew was i n the o f ' M c c 
e i t h e r a t t he t ime the o r d e r s were d e l i v e r e d o r i m m e d i a t e l y 
a f t e r t hey i e r e d e l i v e r e d . The e n g i n e e r , the f i r e m a n , and 
tne eo ".doctor read the o r d e r s , but t a e f r o n t brake man and tho 
f l a a a a d id no t The f i r - m a n s a i d tha t cd ' ter r e a d i n g the 
o r d e r s he L e f t Pre o f f i e jnd r e t u r n e e to the eng ine No d i d 
no t 1 c a r tl e o nmi r a a b c r o o f the cr ^ ment ion No 203, l i e 
c.r ja ieer s a i d tha t Tdien he r ead o r d e r No, 254 h r i ' - a i cu l a tod 
tha t d o . 203 would be 4 hours 45 minutes l a t e at Sneddon a t 
10; dd p . n e s a i d tha t o t h e r members o f the c r e w a g r e e d 
w i t h him as to the t ime ac She ldon , out he was not a r t a m 
which .'.icoaj:s e f the c rew v prese.de when the o r d e r s \ v c 
d i s c u s s e d t The conduc to r s a id t ha t ho d i d no t t ake p a r t i n 
a d i s c i s o ' . O n o f o r d e r N o . 234, but he , t o o , made an e i r o r o f 
1 hour i n c a l c u l a t i n g the t ime a t which h i s t r a i n '-'as rec .ui r ' -d 
to c l e a r the main t r a c k f o r N o , 203, The f r o n t braxeman and 
the f l agman s a i d tha t b e f o r e they l e f t the o f f i c e ano ther • a..-
be r o f the c rew informed them t h a t t h e i r t r a i n was to e n t e r 
the s i d i n g a t Sheldon t o meet a west-bound e x t r a t r a i n and the 
No, 203 would not l e a v e Sheldon e a r l i e r than 10:28 p . m. They 
could, no t remember which member o f the crew g a v e them t h i s 
i n f o r m a t i o n . 

http://prese.de
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A f t m a west-bound t r a in passed A l ton , at 9 :21 p„ m., 
Extra 425 East departed, Ko snow had f a l l e n since the snow 
plow had operated west-bound through tnis t e r r i t o r y about 1 
hour 30 minutes e a r l i e r . As Extra 425 East was moving on the 
curve immediately west of the poin t of accident the speed was 
about 25 mi les per hour„ The headl ight of the engine was 
l i g h t e d b r i g h t l y . The enginemen were in t he i r r e s p e c t i v e 
p o s i t i o n s in the cab of the engine. Tlv members of the t r a in 
crew were in the caboose. The f ront br.nxeman, who was r i d i n g 
on the l e f t s ide of the caboose, observed the head l igh t of ho. 
2C3 at a d i s tance of about 1 mile„ Ke to ld the other employ
ees in the caboose that an opposing t ra in was in s igh t , The 
conductor r e p l i e d that the opposing t ra in was the west-bound 
extra t r a in which the i r t r a in was to meet a t Sheldon. None 
of these employees took ac t ion to stop the t r a i n . The f i r e 
man, who was not r e g u l a r l y employed in th i s capaci ty by the 
c a r r i e r , was not aware that the t ra in was on the time of No 0 

2C3. He did not see No. 203 before the acc ident occurred. 
Because of curvature of the track, the engineer could not s^e 
the head l igh t of No. 203 u n t i l h i s t r a in was c l o s e l y approach
ing the po in t where the accident occurred. When he observed, 
the head l igh t , he immediately made an emergency a p p l i c a t i o n 
of the brakes, The c o l l i s i o n occurred before the speed of 
the t r a in had been m a t e r i a l l y reduced. 

As No, 203 was apni-oachinm the po in t where the acc ident 
occur aid the speed was about 40 miles per hour. The engine-
men were maintaining a lookout ahead from the con t ro l 
compa/"tmient at the f ront of the locomot ive . The members of the 
t ra in crew were in various l oca t i ons in the cars of the t r a i n . 
The head l igh t and the o s c i l l a t i n g s ignal l i g h t were li.gh.ted 
b r i g j v t l y . The members of the crew had read and understood 
t ra in order No. 254. The fireman said that because of the 
snow plow in f ront of the engine of Extra 425 East, he did. 
not see the headl ight of that t r a in un t i l the t r a i n entered, 
the tangent on which the accident occurred. When he saw the 
head l igh t he c a l l e d a warning to the engineer . The engineer 
immediately made an emergency app l i ca t ion of the brakes, The 
c o l l i s i o n occurred before the speed of the t r a i n had been 
m a t e r i a l l y reduced, 

http://li.gh.ted
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I t i s found that t h i s accident teas caused by a t r a in 
occupying the main trr ck on the time of an opposing s u p or 
t r a i n r i t hou t pro tec t; Ion e 

Doted at dard:in 7eon, D, C , this t h i r t een th 
day of A p r ^ l , i d e e . 

By the Commission, Commissioner Pa t t e r son . 

( SEAL) GEORGE VJ. LAIRD, 

Acting; Sec re ta ry . 


