INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON

REPORT NC., 3347

CHICAGO, ROCK ISLAND AND PACIFIC
RATILROAD COMPANY

IN RE ACCIDENT
v NEAR WEST UNION, IOWA, ON
JULY 29, 1950




SUMMARY
Date: July 29, 1%&0
Railroad: Chicaeo, Hock Icland and Paclflc
Location: Wast Tnian, Tova
Kind of accldent: Head~end collision
Equlpment inveolvad: Freient train : Treck motor—--rr
RI-249
Train number: 511
Engine number: 1Y
Consiat: 7 cers, castooge
Estime.ted speeds: 15 m, p. h, : Unknown
Operation: Timetable and traln orders
Track: Sinrle; 7°24!' curve; 7,83 percent

descendine orade westward

Weather: Clran

Time: 7:25 p. @

Casualtices: 1 kxilled

Cause: Failure to provide adenuate

protection for moveuent of
trock motor—car

Recommendation: That the Chicavo, Rrck Island and
Paciflc Raliroced Company provide
adequate protection for movement
of track mwotor-cars on ite liue



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPQRT NO. 3347

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT® INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REFORTS ACT OF MAY &, 1910,

CHICAGO, ROCK ISLANLC AND PACIFIC RAILKOAD COMPANY

September 28, 1250

Accldent near West mion, Iows, on July 29, 1980, cauged
by fallure to provide adequate protectlon for the
movement of a track motor-car.

1
REPORT OF TEE COMMISSION

P

PATTERSCN, Commigsioner:

On July 29, 1950, there was a head-end collision
between a freisht train and a track motor-car on the
Chicaro, Hock Island and Paclfic Railroad near West Union,
Iows, which resulted in the death of one maintenance-of-
vay official.

—

1

Under authiority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merc= Act the above-<ntitled proceedine was referred by the
Commigaion to Commission~r Patterson for consideration and
cisnogition.
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Location of Accident and Method nf Operation

This accident occurred on that part of the Cedar
Rapids Divislon extending between Linn end Decorah, Iowa,
113.2 miles, a slngle-trnack line, over which tralns are
operated by timetable and train orders, There i1s no block
system in use. The accident occurred on the main track
73.14 mlles west of Linn and 2.94 mlles west of the station
at West Unlon., From the east there are, 1ln succession, a
compound curve to the right, having a maximum curvature
of 8°26', 2,140 feet in length, a tancent 108 feet, and a
compound curve to the left, having a maximum curvature of
7°24', 374 fecet to the noint of aeccidant snd 1,184 fect
westward, At the point of accldent the gpecified curvature
ig 7°24', From the west theres is a tangent 177 feet and
thien the curve on which the accident occurred., At the
point of accident the grede is 0,53 percent descendling
westwarc, In the vicinity of the pcint of accident the
track 1s lald on a side-hill cut, the scvth wall of which
rises to a maximum height of Y0 feet.

This carrier's opersting rules read in part as follows:

I

14, Engine Horn or Whiastle Sifnals.--
% % %

iznals prescriced are 1llustrated

NOTE,--The s
short sounds; " " for longer sounds. * * ¥

by "o" for
Sound. Indication,
* %W
(1) _ o Apprnhaching public crossings

at orade, ¥ * ¥

Trhig simpal mast * * % be
frengurincls ¢nuanGed to warn
trockme: end ~iner cmployes
vhen vicew 1s reastricted by
weather, obscnre curves, * ¥

¥ 4 %

This carrier's rules and instructions for meintenance-onf-
way and structures rsad in nart as follows:
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SENERAL MOTOR CAR RULES

126, Protection of Movements., Employes poln to

and coaing from thelr work muet exercise czre o

nveid accldent., Inforration revarcing traln move- .
ments should brf onteined from the dispstcher when
practicable, but suck information will under no
circumstences rellieve the verson in charce of the

car from fully protecting car and train movements

at all times,

¥ # % on curves, on?d at other obgcure and dangerous
places, wrers tralnsz cannot bte seen sufiiciently in
advance to remove cars fron trazck, special precaution
must be taken to avold accident., Tre opersastor 21 a
car must nrotect hims<lf with nrop:r sicnale, when
necessary. In csee »f douit remove zar from th2 track
and know that 1t ie safe to proceed beforc again
attempting to operste car.

Enployes quu exnect curs or trains to operat:
in either direc*lon, »n any track, at sny time, * * #*

The maximum authoriz-@ speed for the traln involved
wvag 30 miles per heur, The maxictum authiorized sperd for
the track motor-car was 20 mil»s pecr licur,

Description of Accldant

No., 811, & west-bound recond—claes freight train,
consisted of engina 1777, sev-n cars wnd a cabocsc, This
traln departed from Tenter Polnt, the last open office,
53,7 milcs east of West Tnion, at 1:03 p. m., 5 hours 18
miniutes late, and while mevino 2t gn estimnted speed of
15 milers per hour 1t collided with treck motor—-car RI-249,

About € p, m. track motor—car RI-249, opereted by a
roadmaster, drparted eastward from Clermont, 15,9 miles wast
of West Union. Ahout 7:2% p, n.,, this motor—car, while moving
at an unknown speed, collidrd with No, 217,

No, 811 stopped with the front cnd of the engine
approximately 140 {eet wrst of the nolnt of accident. None
of the eaquipment of this train was dcralied or damaced, The
track motor—car was dersiled to the south end stonped amainst \.
the front end of the engine »7 No, 811, It was somewhst
damaged,

Ne roadmoster, who was th» sole oscrupant of the motor-car,
was killed.
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The weather was

clear at the time of the accident,
which occurred about 7:

Traock motov—nur RI-249 was of the four-wheel type, and
as equipred with four-wheel bhrexes. It welghed £20 noun*u,
and was powereC by & single-cylinder, 5-8 rorsepower ragulhlno

mnor,

Curlng the 10-day period precediny the day of the
accldent, the averaee daily mov:e=ment in the vicinity of the
polnt of oceident wes 5.8 trains,

isoue
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The investiration dlscloasd that track motor~car RI-249,
nperat.d by A roaduestar, arr rived at Clermont acout 5:30 P il
Tne roadmastsr reaqueat~d the acent-operator at Clerwont to
nbtaln from tke d¢opat,“ informatlon concerning the locatlion
ol M3, €11, The dicpa’cher inteormnd th. axent—-omerator fthat
o, %11 had departed from Center Point at 1:05 n, m., ana the
grent-operator =o ‘nfaormed the rnadraster, The dispatcher

wag not avare at thst time the 1nrormation was tn L~ us~d

for tne onoratica of » track motous—car. The roadmacte-:
Informed thz egeat-operator ot Jiermont that he wrnld obtaln
furth2r informetlon concevrnine the locgatlion of No, &11 w.en he
arvived at Bralinard, 7.4 riles gaat of Jlevmont, Howsvrr, e
Al¢ not connuvicwtﬂ with the dlsprtceher aftor he dopas-ted

from Clormont,

As Fo, #11 anvroached the polnt wiere ths aceldent
occurred th: ﬂpv,i was atout 1& miles peor hnour. The
Pnginﬂmen vere maintalning o looxkout ahcad from *lLelr

regpoetive po”lu-ons in the cab of the cncine, and the
gondu tor and twn tralemecn werc in the cabonsc. The brokes
of tois train had begen tested and had functioned rrope Plv
viien u<ed ea route, Ho train ordsr rvstrlct:n~ the movrment
of Vo, 211 with regp-ct to track motor-cars had bern igsund,
The momters of the crew of this traln had nmt been informad
that o track motor-car was occupying the maln track, Tho
‘rneineer gorndad the rall-highway cradc-crossine ansins-
vbigtle sipnal wren thie envinc was about 2,200 feet cast of
th= point wherz the necident occurred Sognvse nf track
curveture and vegetation nsa the wall of the cut south of the
track, the view of the pnint where th:t accident occnurred
from the let't sidec o7 the cab of 2 weost-=bound 2urine wss
restricted to a distance o ahont 380 feet., The view from
the »ight side of the cab wos o~utr101rd by the boiler, Tie
flromon firat saw tie track motor-car when it came into vicw
on the curve nnd ¢called o warninge to the anoinecr, who
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immedistely initiated an emerpgency appllcation of the brakes,

The speed of the train was reduced to about 15 miles per Hour g
vhen the ceollislon occurred, The flreran said the speed of the '
track motor-car was not reduced before the colliflon ocourred,

The rvles of this carrier provide that an operator
of a track motor-car will be ~iven a linc-up of ftraln
movewents 1f he requests it. Hovever, under no circumstances
doec the information ceontuined in 2 lipe~-vp ralleve the
track motor-car operslor of resronsibiiity for cecllision,
Track mohor—-car cperators gre reauired to provide the same
der're 37 proteetion when they ravs a line—up as when thay
do nct have 1t, A Tline-up doer not confer antberity for o
track motor-car to occupy the main track. Traln crews arc
not informed when a track motov—ca= 1s occupylng the maoln
track, Since Jenuary 1, 1244, the Comrission hag Investirated
tiirty ccllisiens, includin~ the present case, wrich were
cans=d vy fallurc tn nrovide adeauate prosection Tor the
movement of track motor-cars, These accidents regnited in
the death of 6C p=arsons #nd tli» injury of 101 persons.

It is found that tule acoident vas czused by fallure
to provide :adequate protection for the mnvemsnt of a
track motor-car,

Recommnendation

It 13 recommended that the C%lcﬂho, Rock Island
and Paclfic Railrosd Company nrovide adcovats protection
for movement of track motor—crrgs on its line,

Dated at Washineton, D, C., this twenty-cighth
day of Sept:omber, 1“90.

By the Commission, Commissioner Patterson,

( SEAL) W. P. BARTEL,

Seeretary,



