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FGCYX ISLAWD AND PACTRIC
pAIu%y I COMPANY

IN RE ACCTDENT
NEAR TROY, KANS., ON
SEPTEMBFR 29, 1350




Date:

Rallroad:
Locatfion:

Kind of accldent:
Trains involved:
Train numbers:
Engine numters:
Consists:
Estimated speeds:
Operation:

Track:

Weather:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:

~- 2 - Repert Yo.

SUMMARY

September 29, 1950

3367

Chicazo, Rock Island and Paciflc

Troy, Kans.

Head~end cnllision

Treight

Extra 495 West
U.P. 495

2 cars, cabocse

25 m. p. h.

1916
22 care, caboose

15 m. T:'. 11.

Timetable and traln orders

Sln7le; 3° curve;

0.76 percent

ascending grade westvard

Cloudy
9:10 a. m.

o Injured

Inferior traln occupyling main track
on time of oproslng superior train

without protection
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INTERSTATE COMiAERCE COMMISSION

REPORT NO. 3367

IN THZ MATTER OF MAXKING ACCIDENT INVEZSTIGATION REPORTS
UIICER THE ACCIDENT FEPORTS ACT CF MAY 6, 1910,

CHICAGO, ROCK IZLAND AND PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY

Novemter 20, 18E&0

- Accident near Troy, Kasns., on Sentember 29, 1280, canced
by an inferlor trali occunying the main track on the
time of an opporing sursrior traln without prot:ction,

1
REPORT CF TEE SOMMISZSION

PATTERSON, Commissioner:

On September 29, 1950, tkere was a head-end collision
between two freight trains on the Chicago, Rock Island and
Pacific Rallroad nesr Troy, Kans., which resulted in the
injury of five employees.

7

Under authority of sectiosn 17 (2) of the Interstate Com~
merce Act the above—entitled nroceeding was referred by the
Commigsion tn Commissicner Patterson Tor consideration and
dlsposition,
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Locatinn of Accldent and Method of Operation

This accident cccurred cn that part of the Mlssouri-
Kansas Division extending between 8t, Joseph, Mn,, and
9t. Jngevh Line Jct,, Kans., 89.3 miles, This is a single-
tracik line, over which tralns are on@rdtcd by timetable and
train orders., There is no block system in use, Tralns of
the Union Paciflic Rallroad, hereinafter referred to as the
U.Ps, repguiarly are operatad over that portion of the Chicarso,
Rocx Icland and Pacific Rallroad, hereinafter referred to as
tr.e 2,E,I,& P., extanding between 8t, Joseph and Troy, Kans.,
12,5 miles west of 3t. Joseph. The accident occurred on the
main tracx at a peint 12,.3% milee west of St, Joseph and 1,17
miles east of the statlion st Trny., From the east there are,
in succession, a &° curve to the right 1,024 feet 1n length,
a tangent L15 feet, and a 3° curve to the left 1,018 fect %o
the point of azcident and 1,469 feet westward, From the west
ther. ars, in successicn, a' 30111 curve to the Left 1,015 Teet
in "ength, & tangent oge’ feet, and the curve on which the
accident Oﬂcurred The grade 1s N0.76 percent ascending westward.

This carrier's operating rules read in part as follows:
DIFINITIONS,
Trein Reglster,~-A book or form which may be used at
desigrat-d r"cat*ons for registering signals displayed, the

tims of arrlval and departure of trains, and such ofher
inforratinn as may be prescribed.

Reglster Statlon,~-A statlion at which train register
is 1ocated

75. Extra tralns are inferior to regular itrains,
83, Train Regizter Reculrements,—— % % #

* % #* tre conduckor * ¥ ¥ w111 enter all required
infcrmation in the train register #* # #

8 (a). * * * 5 train must not leaves its initial
gtation on any subdivision * * % until 1t has been
ascertained that all superior trains due have arrived
and left on single track * # #

This information must be ascertained by conductor and
enc~ineer in one of the following * * ¥ ways:
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(1) By crecking timetable and traln reglster;

*ono»

(3) By use nf timetable and regis*er check »n .
preszribed foram fillled out by the conductor; ¥* #* #

* h *

* % W

87, Proteeticn When Fallure to Clesr.--Yhen an
irforior trein falla to cleer a superior traln by the
time requlired by rule, 1t muet be protegcted at that
time o8 prescrlbed oy Buls 99,

* #* #

Sw8S, Clearing Time, Opposing Trains.--An inferior
train must clear the time {in timetable or train order)
of an opposing superior train not less than 5 mlnutes
before the leaving time of the superior trein,

99, Flegging Rule,—— * # #

When a train stops under clrcumstonces in which 1t may
be overta¥en by another train, the flagman must go back
immedintely wlth flagrman's slznals a sufficlent disgance
to insure full protection * * &

* % #
©¢9 (b), Wnen necescary, the front of the traln

must be protected as prescribed by Rule 92 by the
forwerd trainman or by an engine man,

* % #

The maxlmum authoriz:-.d speed focr the trains lnvolved
was 40 miles per hour, bnt 1t was restricted te 2% mliles per
hour on the curve on which thc accident occurred,

Deseription of Accident

Extra 49F West, a west-bound U.P. freight trailn, consisted ‘
of engine U,P., 495, two cars and a caboose, This train departed
from 8t, Joseph at £:40 a, m,, pasced Wathena, the last open
office, 5 milee west of St, Jcseph, at 8:51 a. m,, and while
moviny et an estimated speed cf 25 miles per hout 1t collided
with No, 9968 at a polnt 1,17 miles east of the station at Troy.
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No., 996, an east-bound second-class C.R.I.& P, freight
train, consisted of engine 1916, 22 cars and a caboose. This
train departed from Troy at 9:05 a. m., 3 hours 55 minutes late,
and while moving at an estimated sneed of 15 miles per hour it
collided with Extra 425 West.

The engine of Extra 495 West was derailed and stopwned
upright and in line with the track. The frame was broken and
the front of the engine was badly damaged. A separation occurred
between the engine and the tender. The tender and the caboose
were slightly damaged., The englne of No. 996 gtopped upricht
and 1n line with the track, with the rear driving wheels
on top of the front truck of the tender. The clstern of
the tender was torn from the frame and pushed westward agalnst
the front end of the first car. The third, fourth, and
fifth cars, and the front truck of the sixth car were
deralled, These cars storped in various positions on or
near the track. The first and the fourth cars were badly
damaged, and the other deralled cars were somewhat damaged,

The engineer, the fireman, the conductor, the front
brakeman, and the flagman of Extra 495 West were injured,

The weather was cloudy at the time of the accident, which
occurred about 9:10 a., m,

Discussion

Under the rules of this carrler, a train must not leave
i1ts initial station on any subdivision until its crew has
ascertained that all superior trains due have arrived and left,
If the initial station is a register station, this information
may be ascertained by checking the trazin register or by use of a
register check on the prescribed form, which is filled out by
the conductor. An inferior traln must clear the time of an
opprosing superior train not less than 5 minutes or provide
protection as prescribed by Rule 99.

At St. Joseph, train order offices are located at the
passenccr statlon and at the yard office, The traln-order
office at the yard office 1s closed between 5:30 p, m. and
8:30 a, m., and during thaet time all train orders are
transmitted for delivery at the train-order office at the
pascenger station, A train register 1s located at the yard
office. Another tralin register is maintalned at the yard
offlce of the U.P,, but this register is used for registering
the time of arrival and departure of U.P. trains only,
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On the day of the accldent, the crow of Extras 495 Vest
reported l'or duty =zt 3t. Josepl at 8 s, m., The train-ordcr
nfflce ¢t the yard offle-~ was closed, and the conductor ort
traln orders for hie train from the operator at the massenss .
station, Trege train orders authorizcd the moveront of ’
this train from St. Joseph to Troy, but dld not confer
authority to proceed with rssnect to opposinz overdue surnerlor
trailne, No. 218, an east-bound second-class U.P. frel nt train,
wasg due to arrive at St, Joseph at 11 p, m., and Jo. 9396 was
due to arrive et B:45 2, m, Unlegs thise trains had arrived
at St, Joseph, Extra 495 West was not permlitted to leave,
excent under flag protection. After the conductor obtained the
orders at the passeneer station, hr proceeded to the yard ofiice
or the U.P. He checked the traln reeisgter a%t that office and
agcertilned that No, 21€ had arrived, then prepared a recistev
check ror d-zlivery to the enginccr. FHe then proceedad te the
yard ofiice of tiw C.RH.I.& P. and entered the renuired
inforuwation in the train rezlster at that office, but did
not consult hls timetable and d1d not check the traln reglster
to acccrtnin whether No, 238 had sarrived. When he delivered
the train orders and the rexieter check to the engineer, the
engineer also failed to consnlt his timetable., All superior
U.F, trains had arrivsd, but the conductor and th2 engineer
overlooked the fact that No, 2086 also was overdue at
St. Jouepn,

As Extra 49% West was apnroachlng the voint where the
accident occurred th- specd was about 28 miles ver hour, The
englnamen and the tront brekeman were in thelr respcctive
positions on the encine, and the conductor and the flagmin were
In the cabrose., The bravea of this traln had been tested and
had Iinetloned properly when us2d en route, O0On the curve on
which the sccldent occurred, the view of the track ahead from
the 1eft side of the cab of a vest-bound engine 1s restrict~d
to a dilstance of &75 to 500 *fe<t Ly vegetation along the trock,
The track ~read 1s not viszible from the richt side of the a-b,
When the fireman and the front brakenan cai’sd a warningz, the
enginecer lmmediately initianted an emergency anpllcstion nf the
brakes, and the collirlon nccurred a few soconds lator,

The iireman, the front brakeman, a2nd the flrgman were too
seriously 1nlJur~d 1n tre accidant to be qucctlioned durlns
thisg inv~atiation,

As No, 996 wos appronching the volnt where the accidant ‘
occurrsd the epeed was shout 15 miles per hour, The snginemen
were maintaining a lonknut aheand from thelr regpective

positions on the engine, the front brakeman was on the deck

of the engine, and the conductor and the flasman were in the
cavoose. Th2 brakes of this train had been tested and had



functicned properly vhen nused en route. No train order
restrictin> the movement orf No. 996 with respect to Extra
495 West had becn issued. The engineer first becane anare
that Extra 495 West was occupying the main track when he
otserved that train approaching at a distance of several
hundred feet., He immediately initiated an emercency
application of the brasikes, but the collision occurred before

the speed of the train was reduced.
Cause

It is found that this accident was caused bty an inferior
train occupying the main track on the time of an oprosia-
superior train wlthout protection,

Dated at Washington, D, T., this twentieth
day of November, 13550,

By the Commisslion, Jommissioner Patterson,

( SEAL) W. P, BARTEL,

Secretary.



