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SUMMARY 

Report No. 369? 

Date: 

Railroad: 

Location: 

Kind of accidents 

Equipment involved: 

Train number: 

Locomotive number: 

Consist: 

Estimated spe 

Operation: 

Track: 

Highway: 

Weather: 

Time: 

Casualties 

Cause: 

June 17, 1956 
Chicago, Rock Island and Pac i f i c 

Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Co l l i s ion 

Freight t rain 

Extra 453 West 

D l e s e l - e l e c t r l c 
unit 453 

33 cars, caboose 

30 m. p . h. 

: Mo tor-truck 

20-30 nu p. h, 
Timetable and train orders 

Single- tangent; 0.17 percent 
ascending grade westward 

Tangent; crosses track a t angle 
o f 20»17»; l e v e l 

CI e a r 

2 k i l l e d ; 2 injured 

Motor-truck occupying rail-highway 
grade crossing immediately in front 
o f approaching train 



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT NO. 3697 

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING- ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6 , 1910. 

CHICAGO, ROCK ISLAND AND PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY 

August 24, 1956 

Accident near Oklahoma City, Okla., on June 17, 1956, caused 
by a motor-truck occupying a rail-highway grade cross
ing Immediately In front of an approaching train. 

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION"1" 
CLARKE, Commissioner: 

On June 17, 1956, there was a collision between a 
freight train on the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Rail
road aud a motor-truck at a rail-highway grade crossing near 
Oklahoma City, Okla., which resulted in the death of the 
driver of the motor-truck and one train-service employee, 
and the Injury of two train-service employees. 

1 
Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com

merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by the 
Commission to Commissioner Clarke for consideration and 
dl sposition. 
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Loca t ion o f Acc iden t and Method o f Operat ion 

This acc ident occurred on t n a t pa r t o f the Southern D l v l 
s lon extending between Shawnee and El Reno, O k l a . , 65,3 m i l e s 
In the v i c i n i t y o f the p o i n t o f acc ident th la i e a s i n g l e -
track l i n e , ove r which t r a ins a r e operated by t ime tab le and 
t r a i n orders* There i s no block system in use. The acc iden t 
occurred on the main track a t a p o i n t 32.8 mi l e s west o f 
Shawnee and 5.7 mi les eas t o f Oklahoma C i t y , where the r a i l 
road i s crossed a t grade by Nor th -Eas t 10th S t r e e t . The 
r a i l r o a d i e tangent throughout a d i s t ance o f 1.45 mi les 
immediately east o f the p o i n t o f acc iden t and 1.56 mi les 
westward. From the east the grade i s l e v e l throughout a 
d i s t ance o f 3.850 f e e t , and 0 .17 percent ascending 200 f e e t 
to the c r o s s i n g . 

I n the v i c i n i t y o f the p o i n t o f acc ident the r a i l r o a d 
extends from northeast to southwest, A west-bound t r a i n by 
t ime tab le d i r e c t i o n moves toward t h e southwest. North-East 
10th S t r e e t extends from west t o e a s t and i n t e r s e c t s the 
r a i l r o a d at an angle o f 20 Q 17 T , N o r t h - E a s t 10 th S t ree t i s 
surfaced wi th bituminous mate r ia l to a. width o f 20 f e e t . 
D i r t shoulders 10 f e e t i n w i d t h a r e p r o v i d e d on each s ide 
o f the bituminous su r fac ing , A. 6 - ' nch by 12- inch plank i s 
l a i d on the gage s i d e o f each r<?ll t h roughou t the width o f 
the c ross ing , and t h e remaining a r e a o f the c ross ing l a sur
faced w i t h bituminous ma te r i a l t o Kht l e v e l of the tops o f 
the r a i l s . Nor th -Fas t 10th S t r e e t i s t a n g e n t throughout a 
cons ide rab le d i s tance on each s i d e ot the c ro s s ing . The 
grade f o r east-bound v e h i c l e s i c , s u c c e s s i v e l y , 0.50 pe rcen t 
ascending a d i s tance o f 400 f e e t , l a 5 0 pe rcen t ascending 
100 f e e t , and l e v e l 100 f e e t t o the c ross ing . North-East 
10th S t r e e t i n t e r s e c t s Sooner Road, a secondary county 
highway, a t a p o i n t approximately *„6o f e e t west o f the 
r a i l r o a d , 

A standard crossbuck r a i l r o a d - c r o s s i n g s i g n i s l o c a t e d 
i n the southwest a n g l e o f t h e I n t e r s e c t i o n o f North-East 
10th S t r ee t and the r a i l r o a d . I t l b 19 f e e t south o f the 
c e n t e r - l i n e o f Nor th -Eas t lOtn S t r e e t and 97 f e e t west o f 
the c e n t e r - l i n e o f the r a i l road^ tojs s i g n i s mounted on 
a mast approximately 9 f e e t 6 lncm 9 a b o v e the l e v e l of the 
highway and bears the words "RAILROAD CROSSING" I n r e f l e c -
t o r i z e d black l e t t e r s on a w h i t e background. A s imi l a r 
s ign i s l oca t ed i n t h e northeast a n g l e o f t h e i n t e r s e c t i o n . 
A standard stop s i g n f o r highway t r a f f i c I s l o c a t e d i n the 
southwest angle o f the I n t e r s e c t i o n ~jf Sooner Road and Nor th-
East 10th S t r e e t . I t i s 17 f e e t sou th o f t n e c e n t e r - l i n e 
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17. Headlignts.—The standard white headlight must 
be displayed brightly to the front of every train by 
day and by night. 

* « # 

30. Ringing Bell.— * # *, the engine bell must 
be rung when an engine is * * * approaching public 
crossings at grade, * * ** 
The Uniform Act Regulating Traffic on Highways, State 

of Oklanoma, reads in part as follows: 
ARTICLE XI 

Special Stops Required 
Sec 94* Certain vehicles must stop at all railroad 

grade crossings.— 
(a) The driver of any * * * vehicle carrying * * * 

flammable liquids, ae a cargo or part of a cargo, before 
crossing at a grade any track or tracks of a railroad, 
shall stop such vehicle within fifty ( 5 0 ) feet but not 

of North-East 10th Street, 44 feet west of the center-line 
of Sooner Road, and 529 feet west of the center-line of the 
railroad. A orosslng-whistle sign for west-bound trains Is 
located 1,386 feet east of the crossing. 

This carrier's operating rules read In part as follows; 
14. Engine Horn or Whistle Signals,-* * * 
NOTE.—The signals prescribed are illustrated by *o* 
for short sounds; "—" for longer sounds. * * * 

SOUND INDICATION 
* # # 

(1) — — o — — Approaching public crossings 
at grade. (Standard sign 
will designate point at 
wnlch signal must begin.) 
To be prolonged or repeated 
until crossing is occupied 
by engine or car. 
* * •* 

* * # 
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leas than fifteen (15) feet from the nearest rail of 
such railroad, and while so stopped shall listen, and 
look in both directions along such track for any ap
proaching train, and for signals Indicating the approach 
of a train, * * * and shall not proceed until he can 
do so safely. * * * 

* # * 

The maximum authorized speed for freight trains in the 
vicinity of the point of accident Is 45 miles per hour. 

Description of Accident 
Extra 453 West, a west-bound freight train, consisted 

of Dlesel-electrlc unit 453, a road-switcher type, 33 cars, 
and a caboose. This train departed from Shawnee at 4:45 a. m., 
and while moving at an estimated speed of 30 miles per hour 
it struck a motor-truck at a rail-highway grade crossing 
32.6 miles west of Shawnee and 5,7 miles east of Oklahoma 
City, where the railroad le crossed a t grade by North-East 
10th Street. 

The vehicle i n v o l v e d was a 1949 Dodge tank truck owned 
by the Rob-Lon Oil Company, Inc., Oklahoma City, Okla, It 
bore Oklahoma license No. 317T421. The driver, who was the 
sole occupant, held 1956 Oklahoma commercial chauffeur's 
l i c e n s e No* 17225, The truck - o ^ p o w e r e d by a six-cylinder 
engine and \,r-& equ ipped w i t h hydraulic b r a k e s supplemented 
by a vacuuu b o o s t e r . I t had c 1 n,:1 c a x l e s a t t h e f r o n t and 
rear, ant1 auc> 1 w h e e l s -ma t l r e t r>t t h o r e a r . The o v e r a l l 
l e n g t h o f the t r uck n< B onproxVuilc-ly J7 f e e t . Tho ca r^o 
tank c o n s i s t e d o f f i v e coirpartm \Xn w e l d e d l n t e ^ r i - l i y . The 
compar^iiientft Ivid a combined eapac l o f 2,174 g a l l o n s . At 
the time of t h e a c c i d e n t tho t^i>k a l o a d e d to c a p a c i t y 
with gasoline. The c r g o had been l o a d e d at a station of 
the owner of the t r u c v l o c a t e d about 6 miles southwest of 
the point of accident and was d e s t i n e d to o t h e r stations In 
the area. This vehicle was mov ing eastward on North-East 
10th Street at an e s t i m a t e d speed o f from 20 to 30 miles 
per hour when It entered the c r o s s i n g and was struck by 
Extra 453 West. 

The cargo tank o f t h e t r ack was torn loose f rom the 
frame, and the w r e c k a g e stopped on t h e south side of North-
East 10th Street and a short distance wes t of t h e crossing. 
Several compartments o f t h e tank ware r u p t u i e d In the colli
sion, escaping gasoline became Ignited, and t h e t ruck was 



- 8 -
3697 

destroyed by fire. Extra 453 West stopped with the front 
of the locomotive 862 feet west of the crossing. No equip
ment of the train was derailed. The front end of the loco
motive was somewhat damaged in the collision, and the loco
motive was badly damaged by fire. The first, second, seven
teenth, and nineteenth cars were slightly damaged by fire, 
and the wooden side planking of the eighteenth car was con
sumed by fire. 

The front brakeman of Extra 453 West was killed. The 
engineer and the fireman were injured. 

The weather was clear and It was daylight at the time 
of the accident, which occurred about 5; 50 a. m. 

During the 30-day period preceding the day of the acci
dent the average daily movement over the crossing was 8.03 
trains. During the 24-hour period beginning at 12:01 a. m., 
June 21, 1956, 3,535 automobiles, 466 mo tor-trucks, and 1 
bus passed over the crossing. 

Discussion 
Ab E* t ra 453 West was approaching the point where the 

accident oc , iuTea t h e speed was about 30 miles per hour, as 
estimated by t ho e n g i n e e r . The enginemen and the fiont brake-
man were In t he control compartment of the locomotive, and 
the conductor and the flagman w e r e in the caboose. The brakes 
of the train had been t e s t e d and had functioned properly when 
used en route. The headlight was lighted. The engineer said 
that he began to sound t h e grade-crossing whistle signal when 
the locomotive was in t h e vicinity of the crossing-whistle 
sign, and that he continued t he signal until the locomotive 
reached the crossing. The locomotive bell was ringing during 
this time. The engineer s a i d t h a t when the locomotive reached 
a point between 500 and 700 feet e a s t of the crossing he saw 
the motor-truck approaching from the west. He thought that 
at this time the truck was 500 or 600 feet west of the cross
ing. He continued to watch the truck, and when It reached 
a point about 150 feet w e s t of t h e crossing he saw that it 
would n o t stop short of the crossing. He then made an emer
gency application of t he brakes. The collision occurred 
several seconds later. The engineer said that there was 
no apparent reduction i n t h e speed of the truck before the 
accident occurred. From the fireman's position on the loco
motive the truck was not visible before i t reached the 
crossing. 
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A witness to the accident was standing south of North-
East 10th Street and about 750 f e e t east of the crossing. 
He said he heard the sound of the pneumatic horn of Extra 
453 West when the train was a considerable distance east 
o f the crossing and also as the train was closely approach
ing the crossing. He thought that the motor-truck stopped 
before entering the Intersection of North-East 10th Street 
and Sooner Road, and he said that after leaving this point 
the truck did not again stop before reaching the railroad. 
According to the statements of the engineer the speed of 
the truck was approximately the same as that of the train, 
but this witness thought that the speed of the truck was 
not in excess of 20 miles per hour. He said that there 
were no other vehicles in the Immediate vicinity when the 
accident occurred. 

There are several trees in the northeast angle of the 
intersection of North-East 10th Street and Sooner Road. 
With the exception of the points from which the view is 
somewhat obstructed by these trees and by a pole line located 
38 feet north of the track, the driver of a vehicle moving 
eastward on North-East 10th Street has an unobstructed view 
of an approaching west-bound train. With these exceptions, 
between points 600 f e e t and 350 feet west of the crossing 
an approaching west-bound train Is visible throughout a 
distance of approximately 3,000 feet, and throughout a 
distance of 300 feet Immediately west of the crossing an 
approaching train ie visible throughout a distance of approx
imately 5,000 f e e t . 

The driver of the motor-truck had been employed in 
this capacity by the motor carrier sinoe August 1955. Prior 
to this employment he had had several years experience in 
driving gasoline transport trucks for other companies. He 
was familiar with the route he was using at the time of the 
accldert. 

Cause 
This accident was caused by a motor-truck occupying 

a rail-highway grade crossing Immediately in front of an 
approaching train. 

Dated at Washington, D. C . s this twenty-fourth 
day of August, 1956. 

By the Commissioner, Commissioner Clarke. 

(SEAL) HAROLD D. MeCOY, 
Secretary. 


