INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION
WASHINGTION

REPORT NO. 3697

CHICAGO, ROCK ISLAND AND PACIFIC
RAILRDAD COMPANY

IN RE ACCIDENT
NEAR OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., ON
JUNE 17, 1956




Date:

Rallroed:

Looation:

Kind of accldent:
Equipment involved:
Trein number:

Locomotlve numbelr:

Conslst:
Estimated speeds:
Operation:

Track:

Highway:

Weather:
Time:
Casualties

Cause:
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SUMMARY

June 17, 1956

Report No., 3697%

Chicago, Rock Island and Paciflec

Oklahoma Clty, Okla.
Colllsion

Preight tralin

Extra 453 West

Diemsel-elsctric

unit 453
33 cars, caboose

30 m., p. h.

.
a

Mo tor-truck

20-30 m. p. h.

Timetable snd traln orders

S8ingle;

tangent; 0,17 percent

aacen&lng grade westward

Tangent:
of 20°17v; 1level

Clear
6:50 a. I,
2 killed; 2 injured

erosees track at angie

Motor-truck ocoupying rall-highway
grade crossing immedlately in front

cf approaching train
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT NO. 3697

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPCRTS ACT OF MAY &, 1910,

CHICAGO, ROCK ISLAND AND PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY

Aungust 24, 1956

Acoldent near Oklahoma City, Okla., on June 17, 1956, caused
by a motor-truck occupying a rail-highway grade croass-
lng lmmediately in front of an approaching traln,

——

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION!
CLARKE, Commigsloner:

On June 17, 1958, there was a collislon between a
freight traln on the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacifliec Rell-
road auld a motor-truck at a raill-highway grade crosslng near
Oklahoma Clty, Okla., which resulted in the death of the
driver of the motor-truck and one traln-service employee,
and the injury of two traln-gervice employees,

1

Under authority of gection 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled proceedlng was referred by the
Comnl ssion to Commissioner Clarke for conslderation and
disposition,
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Location of Accldent and Method of Operation

Thig accldent occurred on tnat part of the Southern Divi-
g8lon extending between Bhawnee and Fl Reno, Okla,, 65,3 miles,
In the vieinity of the point of accldent this 1e a single-
track line, over which trains are operated by timetable and
trailn orders., There is no bleck system in use. The accldent
occurred on the main track at a point 32.8 miles west of
Shawnee and 5,7 miles east of Oklahoma City, where the ratl-
road 1s crossed at grade by North-East 10th Sireet. The
railroad ls tangent throughout a distance of 1.45 miles
lmmediately east of the point of accident and 1,56 mlles
westward, From the east the grade iz level throughout a
distance of 3,850 feet,and 0.17 percent ascending 200 feet
to the erossing.

In the viecinity of the point of accident the rallroad
extends from northeast to southwest. A west-btound traln by
timetable direction moves toward the southwest, North-East
10th Street extends from west to cast and intersects the
rallroad at an angle of 20°17', lorth-East 10th Street la
surfaced wilth bituminous material Lo 1 uidth of 20 feet,
Dirt shoulders 10 feet in widath sre provided on each slde
of the bltuminous surfacing, 4 &-‘nch by 12-inch plank ls
laid on the page side of each reill throughovt the width of
the crossing, and the remalnlng area of the crossing is sur-
faced wlth bltuminous materlal te 5he level of the tops of
the raills., Norin-Fast 10th Street is tangent throughout a
conslderable dlstance on each side of the crosslng. The
grade for east-bound vehlcles lg, guccessively, 0.50 percent
ascending a dlstance of 400 feet, 1.50 percent ascendlng
100 feet, and level 100 feet to the crossing. North-East
10th Street intersects Sooner Rosd, a secondary county
highway, at a point epproximately 863 reet west of the
railroad,

A standard crossbuck rallroad-crossing slgn is located
in the southuest anpgle of the intivzectlion of North-Fast
10th Street and the reilroud, It is 19 reet asouth of the
center-line of North-East 10tn Streect and 97 feet vest of
the center-line of the railroed., "nis sign 1l mounted on
a mast approximately 9 feet 6 inchi s above the level of the
highway and bears the words YRAILRUAD CROYSING" in reflec-
torlzed black letters on a white backersuand, A similar
sign 1g located in the northeast angls of the intersectlon.
A standard stop slgn for highway traffie ig locabed in the
southwest angle of the intersection 1 3scner Road and North-
East 10th Street, It is 17 feet s-uth of tne center-line
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of North-East 10th Street, 44 feet west of the center-llne
of Sooner Road, and 529 feet west of the center-line of the
rallroad. A orossing-whistle slpgn for west-bound tralns la
located 1,388 feet east of the crossing. ‘

This carrier's operating rules read in part as follows:
14, Engine Horn or Whistle Signals,-% ¥ *

NOTE.--The aignala prescribed are 1ilustrated by "o*
for short sounds; "--" for longer sounds, % * ¥#

S8OUND INDICATION

* & W

(1) == — 0 === Approaching public crossings
at grade, (Standard slgn
will designate point at
which 6lgnal must begin.)

To be prolonged or repeated
until crossing 1s cccupled
by englne or car.

# o

* % W

17, Headlignts.--The standard whlte headlight must
be displayed brightly te the front of every train by
day and by night,

#* % %

30, Ringing Bell,-- * * * <the engine bell must
be rung when an engine ig * * % gpproaching publie
crossings at grade, * * %,

The Uniform Act Regulating Traffic on Highways, State
of Oklanoma, reads in part as follows:

ARTICLE XI

Speclal Stope Required .

Sec, 24, Certain vehlcles must stop at all rallroad
grade crosseings,--

(a) The driver of any * * ¥ yehicle carrylng * #* ¥
flammable liqulds, as & cargo or part of a cargo, before
crossing at a grade any track or tracks of a rallroad,
ehall stop such vehlcle within fifty (50) feet but not
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less than fifteen (15) feet from the neareet rall of
such rellroad, and while so stopped shall 1llsten, and
look in both directions along such track for any ap-

Proaching train, and for slgnale indleating the approach

of a traln, ¥ * # gnd ghsell not proceed un%il he can
do so safely, * # ¥

W %

The maximum authorized speed for frelght tralns in the
vicinlty of the point of accldent ie 45 miles per hour.

Description of Aceldent

Extra 453 Weat, a west-bound freight traln, conslsted
of Dlesel-electrie unit 453, s road-swltcher type, 33 cars,
and a caboose, This traln departed from Shawnee at 4:45 a,
and whlle moving at an estimated speed of 30 mlles per hour
1t etruck a motor-truck at e rail-highway grade crosslng
32.8 mlles west of Shavnee and 5.7 miles sast of Oklahoma
City, where the raillroad 1is crossed ot grade by North-East
10th Street.

The vehicle involved was a 1949 Dodge tank truck owned
by the Rob-lon Oll Company, Inc., Oklshoma Clty, Okla. It
bore Oklahoma license No, 317T421l. The driver, who was the
sole occupant, held 1956 Cklahowa commercial chanffeur's
licenge No. 17225, The truck -0~ povercd by a slx-cylinder
engine and wos equipped wlth bydranlic brakes eopplenented
by a vacuuu booster, It had cinlc axler at the front and
rear, and Jul wheelas ano $lree ot ths rear. The overall
length of the truck w. g avprexinately 27 feet. Tho cargo
tank consialed of five compsrim Lt~ relded Integrerliy, The
compartaents bad = ecombined cecuncl oy of 2,174 gallons, At
the time of the aeecident the Lank ¢ lopded to cipaclby
with gagoline. The ¢ rge had becn londed at a statlon of
the owner of the ftruc. located about 6 mlles southwest of
the peint of acecldent and was destined to other statlons in
the area. Thls vehicle was moving sastvard on North-East
10th Street 2t an estimated cpced of from 20 to 30 mlles
per hour when 1% entered the crossing and was struck by
Extra 453 VWest.

The cargo tank of the track wag tern loose from the
frame, and the wreckage stopped on the south side of North-
Fast 10th Street and a short dlotance west of the crossing.
Several compartments ¢f the tank vere ruptured in the colll-
flon, escaping gascline became lgnited, and the truck was
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destroyed by fire., Extra 453 West stopped with the front

of the locomotive 862 feet weat of the crossing. No equip-
ment of the train was derslled, The front end of the loco-
motlve was somewhat damaged in the collisglon, and the loco-
motlive was badly damaged by fire. The first, second, seven-
teenth, and nineteenth cars were slightly damaged by fire,
and the wooden elde planking of the eighteenth ocar was con-
sunmed by fire,

The front brakeman of Extra 453 West was killed, The
engineer and the fireman were injured.

The weather was clear end 1t was dayllight at the time
of the accident, which occurred about 5:50 a, m.

Durlng the 30-day period preceding the day of the acel-
dent the average dally movementi over the crossing was 8,03
trains., During the 24-hour period beginning at 12:01 a, m.,
June 21, 1956, 3,535 automoblles, 466 motor-trucks, and 1
bus passed over the crossing,

Mscuasion

Ae Extra 453 West was approaching the polnt where the
acceldeat oc.ured the speed was sbout 30 miles per hour, as
estimated by the zngineer. The enginemen and the front brake-
man were 1r the ccntrol compartment of the locomotlve, and
the ccnductor and the flagman were in the caboose., The brakes
of the traln had been tested and had funetloned properly when
used en route., The headlight wae lighted, The engineer sald
that he began to sound the grade-crossing whistle signal when
the locomotlive was in the vielnlty of the crossing-whistle
slgn, end that he continued the slignal until the locomotive
reached the crossing, The locomptlve bell was ringing during
this time, The englneer sald that when the locomotive reached
a polnt between 500 and 700 feet east of the crosslng he saw
the motor-truck approaching from the west. He thought that
at this time the truck was 500 or 800 feet west of the crose-
ing, He continued to watch the truck, and when 1t reached
a polint about 150 feet west of the crossing he maw that 1t
would not stop short of the crossing, He then made an emer-
gency application of. the brekes, The collislon occurred
several ssconds later. The engineer sald that there was
no spparent reduction in the speed of the truck before the
sccldent occurred, From the flreman's positlon on the loco-~
motive the truck was not vielble before 1t reached the

crossaing,
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A wltness to the accldent was standing south of North-
East 10th Street and about 750 feet east of the crossing.
He sald he heard *the sound of the pneumatic horn of Extra
453 West when the traln was a consgiderable disgtance east
of the crosslng and also as the train was closely approach-
lng the crossing. He thought that the motor-truck stopped
before entering the intersection of North~East 10th 3trset
and Sooner Road, and he sald that after leaving tnls polnt
the truck dild not agaln stop before reaching the railroad.
According to the statements of the engineer the speed of
the truck was approxlmately the same as that of the train,
but this wltness thought that the speed of the truck was
not in excese of 20 miles per hour, He sald that there
were no other vehigles in the immediate viclinlty when the
accildent occurred.

There are several trees ln the northeast angle of the
intergectlon of North-Eagt 10th Street and Sooner Road,
With the exception of the points from which the view 18
somewhat obatructed by these trees and by a pole 1line located
“8 feet north of the track, the driver of a vehicle moving
eastward on North-East 10th Street has an unobstructed view
of an approaching weast-bound traln. Wlth these exceptlons,
between points 600 feet and 350 feet weast of the crossing
an approachlng wegt-bound train is vislble throughout a
distance of approximately 3,000 feet, and throughout a
dlgtance of 300 feet immedlately west of the crosslng an
approaching train ie vislble throughout a distance of approx-
lmately 5,000 feet.

The driver of the motor-truck had been employed in
thlia capaclty by the metor carrler since August 1955, Prior
to this employment he had had sgeveral yearas experlience in
driving gaseline transport trucks for other companies. He
was famlller with the route he was using at the time of the
accldert,

Cause
This accident was caused by a motor-truck ocecupylng
a rall-hlghway grade cressing 1mmedilately in front of an
approaching traln,

Dated at Washington, D. C., this twenty-fourth
day of August, 1956,

By the Commigsioner, Commissioner Clarke,

{ SEAL) HAROLD D, McCOY,

Secretary.



