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INTERSTATE (COM ERCE COMMISSICHN
B
REPORT NO, 3664

IN THE MATTER OF IAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATICI™ RZIPORTS
UNDZR THEZ ACCIDEI'T REPCRTS ACT CF MAY 8, 1810,

CHICAGO, ROCK ISLAND AND PACIFIC RAILROAD COIPATY

AlD
THE MEY YORK, CHICAGC AlND ST, LOUIS HATLROAD COMPANY

DECEMBER 30, 1955

Accldent at Pvllman Jet., Chlcago, I1l., on lovember 15, 1955,
raused by the Chicago, Pock Island and Pacific train
rekking a reverse movement and foullng a railroad cross—
ing at prade r1thoat vrover signal.

1
RIFCRT OF THE COYMISSION

LARKT, Cormlssioner-

On Yovember 15, 1855, there was a side colllsion between
a frelght frain on the Chlcaﬂo Rock Island and Pacific Rall-
road and a pasgenger traln on the wew York, Chicago and St.
Louis Rarlroad et Pullman Jot,, Chicagn, I1l., which resulted
in the InjJary of 13 passengersd and £ Pullman Compan} emnloyees.

—— e ————

.
Tnder authority of sectien 17 (2) of the Interstate Commerce
Ant the above-entitled vroceeding was referred by lhe Commisslion
to Oommissloner Clarke for conslAeration and disposition.
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Location of Accident and Method of Oneration

This accident occurred at the lntersectlion of the
Chicago, Rock Island anéd Feciflc Rallro-d and the "ew York,
Chicago and St, Louls Rallrecad at Pullman Jct., Chlcaco, I1l.
Thls location is Cesignsted as Pullman Jet, by the C.,R.I.& F.,
and as 94th Street by the I,¥,C,& St,L, The designation
Pullman Jet. 1s use@ in this report., The crossin- is locsted
on thet part of the Chicage Divlision of the C.R.I.& P, ex-
tending bet-een Reck Igland Jet, and Srainard Jct., 5,9 mlles,
and on that part of the Chlcago Division of the ,Y.C.& St,L.
cxtendlng betreen JX Tover and 110th Street, 4.8 mlles,
Pullman Jct, is 2.1 miles west of Boc: Islemd Jct, end 2,5
mlles east of J7 Tover, In the viclnlty of the point of
accldent the C.R.J.& P. 1s & four-treck line, From south to
north these tracks are d=gicnsted &g esstard runnlng track,
restrard runcing track, eastisard maln track, and westard
main tracik, Movements cver the runilng tracks are made at
restricted speced, *est of the !, Y.C.& St,L. crossing a faclng-
roint crossover conaiecte the tro runﬂinr trrcts, A short
distance vest of thls crosecver a sscond crossover connects
the eastrrard running track --1th a tracx south of the running
tracks rthich is deslgnated as the west wye track., The latter
crossover ls facing-point for iest-bound movements on the east-
rard running track, The et switch 1s 687 feat vest of the
crossing. In the vieilnlty of the vwoint of accident an east-
bound I',Y,C.& St.L, train by timetable direction moves torard
the southeast by compass direction, and the ", Y,C,& St.L,
tracks intersect the C.R.I.& P, tracks at an angle of 67910! .
In this vieclnlty the ".Y,C.& St,L. is a double-track line,
over which trains moving wlth tie current of traffic are
operated oy ftimets®le g2nd traln orders, Retireen an end-of-
automatic-bloex gign 915 fest -rest of the crossing and a begln-
automatlc— block sign 950 feot east of the crossing there 1s
no bleck systzm is use, The accident occurred at the inter-
section of the vestr=rd runanlng track of the Z,2,I,& P, and
the sast-ard main trecy of the ".Y¥Y.C,& St,L. The runnlng
tracks of the C.3.I.& P, are trncent througchout a conslderable
distance on each slde of the crossing. 'Testirard on the trest
wye track from the crossover s--itch there is an 8°30' curve
to the left 1,040 f=2ct in lengtk., Throughout a distance of
1,300 feet Lwrdediately -rest of the crossing via the crossov:irs
and- the 28t wye treck the grade varleg between level and
0,91 percent ascending weet-ard, and 1t averages 0,39 nercent
agscending, From the +-st on the M,Y,0.& 3t.1L,., thore are, in
successiorn, a 5% curve to the right 142 fect in length, a
tangent D51 feet, a 2° curve to the left %63 feet, and a tanzent



-6 —

154 feet to the crossing and 108 feet east-ard. The grade
1s 0,20 percent desconding eastrard at the polnt of accldent.

Hovements over the crossing of the C.R.I.& P. rurning
tracks and the %,Y.C.2 9%,L. tracks ars govorned by a crossing
gate mounted on a mast in ths southrest angle of the lnter-
sectlon. This gate 18 coneftructed with a horizontal vhitc arm
approximately 25 feet 1n length snd 6 feet above the level of
the tops of the rails and is so locatcd that the arm can be
svung over both tracks of elther rallroad. “heon the gate 1s
in elther position, a red banner and a rzd lantern are dls—
played above the center of each track, A red 1light on the
rast 1is displayed in each dlrcetlion at right angles to thea
gate, and a yellow 1ight is dlsplayed parallcel to tho gate.
The gate is swung over whe I'.Y,0.& St.L, tracks tc mermlt
CeRuI.& P, moven.nts over the crossing, and 1ls sruns over the
CoRuIeé Py tracis to permit 7, Y,C.& St,L, movements,

Stop slgns govornlng west-bound movzments on thc C,R.I.& P,
and cast-bound movements on tha iI,¥.C0.& 3t.L, arc locatad, re-
spectively, 147 f-et east and 434 Ccet west of tho crosqing.

In the immediate vicinlty of tho volnt of sccldent a
linc of the Bzlt Railray Commany of Chicago crosscs the 1ling
of the ,Y.C.%& St.L., and a linc of the Chicago end Western
Indlana Rallroad corsses both the C,R.I.& P, and the ", Y,C.&
St.L. Movecments over cach of these crosslings ere govrrned
elther by a crossing gate or by & tiltline-ferect crozsling
slgnal,

Cncrsting rules of the C.R.IL& P r-ad 1in part as follovs:

98. #* W

here rallroad crossings or Junctlons are pro-—
tected by gates, if the g=te 1ls a2galnst the route
to bec used, trains cr englhnes on th=2t track must
estop end remain at lcast 5C feot from foullng the
cro<esing or junctlion until thes gate 1s changed to
stop mogltion on tnc conflicting routc,

L

Tralns moving on tHe running tracks of the C.R.I.& P,
are reculrcd to procced prenarcd to ston short of a traln or
an obstruction, The maximum authorlzed spccd for passenger .
trains on the M.Y.C.& St,L. in thzs viecinity of the polnt of
accldent 1s 55 riles nor hour,

Degerintion of Accldcent

Extra 762 “est, a wcst-bovnd Z,R.I.& P, transfrr trailn,
conslsted of Diesel—ulcctr*c unit 762, a caboose, ané 34 cars,
1n the order named. Thkls treln or*ginated in e yar@ et South
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Chicago, 1.9 mlles east of Pullman Jct,., and entered the
westrard running track between South Chicago and Pullman
Jet., It stopped at the stop sign éast of the N,Y,C.& St.L.
crossling at Pullman Jet., and after the crossing gates were
properly lined 1t proceeﬁaﬁ vegtward, It moved over the
crossing, through the cteasovars, and onto the west wye track,
end stoppcd a second time wvith tﬁe rear car betwesn 60 and
90 feet west of the crossing. About 10 minutes later, after
the crossing gate had becn %1ned for the movement of .Y.C.&
St. L. To. 6, Extra 762 "est moved castward, passed the
crossling gate, and struck the side of Mo, 6.

Yo. 6, an cast-bound first-clags ".Y.C.& St.L. passenger
traln, conslsted of Diescl-electric units 181 and 187, coupled
1n multiple—unlt control, one mail-cxpress car, two baggage
cars, iwo coaches, flve slecping cars, onc buffet-lounge-—
Blecping car, end four sleeplng cers, in the order named,

The fourth, fifth, and slxth, and thc ninth to tha twelfth
cars, lncluslve, 'rere of 11gﬁtwcight construction, The

other ecars rerc of conventional all-stecl constuction, This
traln departcd from Chicago, 8.8 miles west of JY Tower and
the last reporting station, at 11:20 p,m., on time, and
stopped &t tho stop sign rrest of the C.R.1.& P. crossing at
Pullman Jet., It then procceded eastward, passing the crossing
gate, vhich was nroocrly lined for the movement, and while

1t vas moving over the crossing at = speed of about 10 mlles
per hour the ninth car 'ms gtruck by Extra 762 “'est,

The rear car ln th: traln of Extra 762 YWeet was overturned
and conslderably damaged, The rear truck of the ninth car
and the front truck of thc elevcnth car of Yo, 6 were deralled
to the left. There werc no sgeparatlons between the unlts of
the traln. Tho traln stoppcd '1th the thirteenth car on the
crossing. The south sldes of the ninth to thc thirteenth cars,
lnclusive, were consilderably damaged.

A light rain +mas falling at the time of the accldent,
which cccurred about 11:50 P.M,

Discussion

As Extra 762 Weost moved over the I",Y.C,& St.L, crossing
at Pullman Jct, the englnemen and the yard conductor were in
the control compartment of the locomotive., Tha two yard brake-
menl were in the caboose, which wvas dircctly bohind tho loco-
motivec, There vas no member of the crowr at the rear cnd of
the traln. Thc locomotive 1as hcaded castward and moving in
backward motion, Rsln had been falling intermlttently during



-B-

the evening, and the engineer s8aid he expericnced considerable
difficulty because of the locomotive whecls slipping. ™“hen
the locomotive reached a point about 1,300 fect west of the
crossing thc train stalled on the ascending grade. The
englneer sald he was under the lmpression that there were

41 cars in the train, and when the train stopped he thought
that thc rear end extended eastward beyond the crossing.

From his location he could not sec the rcar end of the train
or thc position of the crossing gate at the crossing, Aftsr
making an unsuccessful atfempt to start thce train the englneer
applied the brakes, th: yard conductor detached the locomotlve,
and the locomotlve wap moved westward a dlstance of about

900 feet in order to sand the rails, The locomotlive was then
re-coupled to the train. The cngincer released the brakes

and then found that he gtlll was unable to start the traln,

He informed the yard conductor that 1t trould be necessary to
back the traln into the yard at South Chlcage, and the oon-
ductor alighted and started esetward to protcet the movement.
After the conductor alighted the fireman observed that the
traln +vaa starting to move castward on the descending grade.
He called & warning to the englneer, and the engincer lmmedl-
ately made a scrvice application of thc brakes., Scveral
secondg later the brekss beeame spplied ln cmorgeney a8 a
reault of the colllisioR. The anglnemen thought that the

traln had moved not more than 30 to 45 fzct when the colllislon
occurred. The yard conductor sald that when he reached a
point a short dlstance cast of the locomotive he observed that
the train tms moving cestward. He sald that tho brakes be~
came apvplled several seconde after ho sarr that the cars ,were
moving, The emnloyzcs in the caboosc rere not aware that the
traln wma in motion beforc the bra%cs becamec epplled,

As Yo, 6 was approaching the point where thoe accldent
occurred thc englnemen wiere 1n the control compartment at the
front of thc locomotive. The membcrs of the trein crow vrere
in the ears of thz troin. The engiluemcn seld that as they
approached the erossing they obscrvcod the resar cnd of Extra
762 'est standing woet of the ecrossing., They costimated that
the rear of the train was from 90 to 120 feet west of the
croasing, and they sc.d that the tialn was not moving at the
tlme they saw 1t. Until the cellis.on occurrcd, they were
unaware that Extra 762 “West was moving sastwerd., According
to the tape of the speed—recording device, the speed of the
train wasg not morc¢ than 10 miles por hour when the collislon
occurred,
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The switchtcnder who opcrates thc gats at the crossing
sard thav whcn Zxtra 782 "Lst storvaed after moving cver tine
cressing the rar end of the traln -=as cotween 60 and 90
cect 1est of the cressing. Soon after this train stopred

he saw o, 6 anproscainr, end he lin & the crossing gato for
the mov:ment of tnat train. He was on the opoositc side ol
and un-—

the tracks fror Extra 762 ""est ag o, 5 Tas passing,
Ll thc collislon occurred he rwas not arere thet Extra 752
est r2g moving eest-ard,

An opcrater locatcd in & building niar the -LY.
trecks and 237 feot eost of the crossing sard thet ho saw
Extra 752 Weaot rmove over the crossing, After o, & stopncd
at tre stop sign wast of th. crossing, tnis ororetor
outside to dellvcr train ordcrs to the ercr. He gaid
at this timc he could scc the resr ond of Extra 762 “Tost,
and he toought thot Th: reer cer was from €0 to 90 fcot wcet
of tho crossinc, Hec did not watea thig irein gs 0. € woS
pagaini, and ho dud not scc the train move befora Lhe colllsion
occarred. Anotker operctor rmas locetcd in a bulidins south
o the C,R,T.& P. tracks end abtouai 20C fost 1eet of the cross-
ing.  llc geid that Ixtrao 762 “est stonved gt 11.40 n.m, At
tels tare the cars ncal the rear of the train worn onmesite
his officc, but hz <1d not notice thc location of tho rcer cer,
[le sa1d that rpuvrormimately 10 mincles el ter the train stopoed
the cors bcgan to rmovs sglowly castyrrd. He cstim ted thet
tre Srein nod meved a Jdistanco of from 60 to 20 fcot and vas
moving £t a spcoed of abeut 4 mllcs p-r hwour rhien the collision

occirrcd,

-
4
L

Cause

M3

ill1s accidcnt was causced by tnc Chicago, Rock Teland
and Paclific trein reking a r versc rovsicnt and foullnz a
rallroad crossing at =rede vthout prop.r sicnal,

Datcd at ™ashineton, D. C,, this thirtict?
day of Deccmpcr, 1953,

3y the Commigsion, Commisgioncr (lerko,

{ STAL) HARCID D. ilcCCY,

Scerctory,



