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INTERSTATE COIO' ERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT NO* 3664 

I N THE MATTER OF I MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 
UNDER TH£ ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT CF MAY 6} 1910 , 

CHICAGO, ROCK I 3LAMD AND PACIFIC RAILROAD C O ^ A N Y 
AND 

THE NET,I YORK, CHICAGO AMD ST, LOUIS RAILROAD COMPANY 

DEC SIBBER 30, 1955 

A c c i d e n t a t Pu l lman J c t # J C h i c a g o , 1 1 1 - , on November 15 , 1955, 
caused by the C h i c a g o , Peek I s l a n d and P a c i f i c t r a i n 
making a r e v e r s e movement and f o u l i n g a r a i l r o a d c r o s s ­
i n g a t p rade T i t h o u t e;ror>er s i g n a l . 

1 
REPCPT 0? THS COMMISSION 

CLARICE, Commissioner-

On November 15, 1955, t h e r e was a s i d e c o l l i s i o n be tween 
a f r e i g h t t r a i n on t h e C h i c a g o , Rock I s l a n d and P a c i f i c H a l l -
r o a d and a p a s s e n g e r t r a i n on the New Y o r k , Ch icago and S t . 
L o u i s R a i l r o a d a t Pul lman J e t . , C h i c a g o , 1 1 1 . , wh ich r e s u l t e d 
i n the I n j a r y o f 13 p a s s e n g e r s and 2 Pul lman Company e m p l o y e e s . 

1 
Nnder a u t h o r i t y o f s e c t i o n 17 ( 2 ) o f the I n t e r s t a t e Commerce 

A c t the a b o v e - e n t i t l e d p r o c e e d i n g was r e f e r r e d by the Commission 
t o Commissioner CJarke f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n and d i s p o s i t i o n . 
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N.Y.C.& St.L 
' UOth Street, 
Chicago, 111. 
2.3 mi. 
94th. St. 
(Point of accident) 
2.5 mi. 
JN Tower 
Chicago, 111. 

Report No. 3664 
Chicago, Rock Island and Pac i f i c Railroad 

and 
New York, Chicago and S t . Louis Railroad 

Pullman J e t . , Chicago, 1 1 1 . 
November 15, 1955 
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L o c a t i o n o f A c c i d e n t grid Method o f O p e r a t i o n 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d a t t h e i n t e r s e c t i o n o f t h e 
C h i c a g o , Rods: I s l a n d and F p c i f i c R a i l r o a d and the *"ew Y o r k , 
Ch icago and S t . L o u i s R a i l r o a d a t Pul lman J e t , , C h i c a g o , 1 1 1 . 
T h i s l o c a t i o n i s d e s i g n a t e d as Pu l lman J e t , by the C . R „ I . £ - P . , 
and a s 94 th S t r e e t by" the : : , Y . C , & S t , L , The d e s i g n a t i o n 
Pu l lman J o t . i s used i n t h i s r e p o r t . The c r o s s i n - I s l o c a t e d 
on t h a t p a r t o f t h e Chicago D i v i s i o n o f t h e C . R . I . & P . e x ­
t e n d i n g be tween Rode I s l a n d J e t , and Bra ina rd J e t . , 5,9 m i l e s , 
and on tha t p a r t of t h e Chicago D i v i s i o n o f the T T . Y . C . & S t . L . 
e x t e n d i n g b e t w e e n J!" Tove r and 110 th S t r e e t , 4 .8 m i l e s , 
Pu l lman J e t . i s 2 , 1 m i l e s wes t o f Rock I s l a n d J e t , and 2 ,5 
m i l e s e a s t o f J"T T o w e r . I n the v i c i n i t y o f t h e p o i n t o f 
a c c i d e n t t he C.R, l , & P . i s a f o u r - t r a c k l i n e . From- s o o t h t o 
n o r t h t h e s e ' t r ades a r e d^siaenated as eas tward runn ing t r a c k , 
wes tward runn ing t r a c k , east i -ard main t r a c k , and -westward 
main t r a c k . Movements o v e r t h e runn ing t r a c k s a r e made a t 
r e s t r i c t e d s p e e d , " e s t o f t h e T . Y . C . & S t . L . c r o s s i n g a f a c i n g -
p o i n t c r o s s o v e r c o n n e c t s thp two runn ing t r a c k s . A s h o r t 
d i s t a n c e w e s t o f t h i s c r o s s o v e r a second c r o s s o v e r c o n n e c t s 
the eas tward r u n n i n g t r a c k T r i t h a tracK s o u t h o f the runn ing 
t r a c k s T r h l c h i s d e s i g n a t e d as the wes t wye t r a c k . The l a t t e r 
c r o s s o v e r I s f a c i n g - p o i n t f o r west -bound movements on t h e e a s t ­
ward runn ing t r a c k . The w e s t s w i t c h i s 687 f e e t ^est o f t he 
c r o s s i n g . I n the v i c i n i t y o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t an e a s t -
bound I \ Y , C . & S t . L . t r a i n by t i m e t a b l e d i r e c t i o n moves toward 
the s o u t h e a s t by compass d i r e c t i o n , and the ! " . Y . C . & S t . L . 
t r a c k s i n t e r s e c t the C . R . I . & P . t r a c k s a t an a n g l e o f 6 7 ° 1 0 ' . 
I n t h i s v i c i n i t y the ! T . Y . C . & S t . L . i s a d o u b l e - t r a c k l i n e , 
o v e r which t r a i n s mov ing w i t h tne c u r r e n t o f t r a f f i c a r e 
o p e r a t e d oy t i m e t a b l e and t r a in o r d e r s * Between an e n d - o f -
automat ie—blocK s i g n 915 f e e t " 'es t o f t he c r o s s i n g and a b e g i n -
a u t o m a t i c - b l o c k s i g n 950 f e e t e a s t o f the c r o s s i n g t h e r e i s 
no b l o c k sys tem i s u s e . The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d a t the I n t e r ­
s e c t i o n o f the wes tward runn ing t r a c k o f the C . P . I . & P . and 
the eas tward main t r a c k o f the I T . Y . C,& S t . L . The runn ing 
t r a c k s o f the C . R . I . & P . are tancent t h roughou t a c o n s i d e r a b l e 
d i s t a n c e on each s i d e o f the c r o s s i n g . Westward on the w e s t 
wye t r a c k from the c r o s s o v e r s—ltch t h e r e i s an 8 ° 3 0 T c u r v e 
to the l e f t 1,040 f e e t i n l e n g t h . Throughout a d i s t a n c e o f 
1,300 f e e t I m r d e d i a t e l y T r e s t o f the c r o s s i n g v i a the c r o s s o v e r s 
a n d ' t h e west wye t r a c k the g r a d e v a r i e s be tween l e v e l and 
0*91 p e r c e n t a s c e n d i n g wes tward , and I t a v e r a g e s 0 .39 p e r c e n t 
a s c e n d i n g . From the w s t on the - J . Y , C.& S t . L . there a r e , i n 
s u c c e s s i o n , a 5 ° c u r v e to the r i g h t 142 f e e t i n l e n g t h , a 
t a n g e n t 551 f e e t , a 2 ° cu rve to the l e f t 363 f e e t , and a tanorent 
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154 f e e t to the c r o s s i n g and 108 f e e t e a s t T T a r d . The g r a d e 
i s 0 . 2 0 p e r c e n t d e s c e n d i n g eas tward a t the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . 

Movements o v e r t h e c r o s s i n g of t he C . R . I . & P . r u n n i n g 
t r a c k s and the I ' . Y . C . ^ 'St.L. t r a c k s a r e g o v e r n e d by a c r o s s i n g 
g a t e mounted on a mast in the sou thwes t a n g l e o f the I n t e r ­
s e c t i o n . T h i s g a t e is c o n s t r u c t e d w i t h a h o r i z o n t a l w h i t e arm 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 25 f e e t in l e n g t h and 6 f e e t a b o v r the l e v e l o f 
the t o p s o f the r a i l s and I s so l o c a t e d t h a t the arm can be 
swung o v e r b o t h t r a c k s o f e i t h e r r a i l r o a d . *,Then the g a t e I s 
I n e i t h e r p o s i t i o n , a red banner and a red l a n t e r n a r e d i s ­
p l a y e d above the c e n t e r o f each t r a c k . A r e d l i g h t on the 
p a s t i s d i s p l a y e d i n each d i r e c t i o n a t r i g h t a n g l e s to t h e 
, g a t e , and a y e l l o w l i g h t i s d i s p l a y e d p a r a l l e l to the g a t e . 
'The g a t e I s swung o v e r <frho : T . Y , C . & S t . L . t r a c k s to -ocrmlt 
C . R . I . & P . movcn .n t s o v e r thr c r o s s i n g , and I s s T iung o v e r the 
C . R . I . a , P . t r a c k s to p e r m i t - T . Y . C . & "St .L . movements . 

Stop s i g n s g o v e r n i n g wes t -bound movements on the C . R . I . & 
and cas t -bound movements on t h e I T . Y . C & S t . L ^ a r e l o c a t e d , r e ­
s p e c t i v e l y , 147 f ~ e t e a s t smd 434 f e e t wes t o f the c r o s s i n g . 

I n the immedia t e v i c i n i t y o f tho p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t a 
l i n e o f t h e B e l t R a i l w a y Company o f Chicago c r o s s e s t h e l i n e 
o f t ho 1\XmG.& S t . L . , and a l i n e o f the Ch icago and W e s t e r n 
I n d i a n a R a i l r o a d c o r s s e s b o t h the C . R . I . & P . anC t h e : T « Y . C . & 
S t . L . Movements o v n r each o f t h r s e c r o s s i n g s a r e g o v r r n c d 
e i t h e r by a c r o s s i n g g a t e o r by a t l l t ine 1 —tarp-c t c r o s s i n g 
s i g n a l . 

O p e r a t i n g r u l e s o f the C . R . T . & P , r~ad I n p a r t as f o l l o w s 

98 . * * * 

'There r a i l r o a d c r o s s i n g s o r j u n c t i o n s a r e p r o ­
t e c t e d by g a t e s , i f the g ^ t e i s a g a i n s t the r o u t e 
to be used , t r a i n s c r e n g i n e s on thet t r a c k must 
s top and remain a t l e a s t 5G f e e t f rom f o u l i n g the 
c r o s s i n g o r j u n c t i o n u n t i l the gate I s changed t o 
s t op p o s i t i o n on tne c o n f l i c t i n g r o u t e . 

* * * 

T r a i n s moving on tSle r u n n i n g t r a c k s o f the C . R . I . & P . 
a r e r e o u i r c d to p r o c e e d prerja.red to s t op s h o r t o f a t r a i n o r 
an o b s t r u c t i o n . The maximum a u t h o r i z e d speed f o r p a s s e n g e r 
t r a i n s on the N . Y . C . & S t * L . i n the v i c i n i t y o f t h e p o i n t o f 
a c c i d e n t i s 55 r i l e s per hour . 

D e s c r i p t i o n o f A c c i d e n t 

Ext ra 762 T - r est, a wes t -bound C . R . I . & P . t r a n s f e r t r a i n , 
c o n s i s t e d o f D i e s e l - c l c c t r i c u n i t 762, a c a b o o s e , and 34 c a r s , 
i n the o r d e r named. T h i s t r a i n o r i g i n a t e d I n a yard a t South 
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Chicago, 1 .9 miles east of Pullman Jet., and entered the 
westward running track between South Chicago and Pullman 
Jet. I t stopped at the stop sign east of the N.Y.C.& St.L. 
crossing at Pullman Jet*, and after the crossing gates were 
properly lined It proceeded westward. It moved over the 
crossing, through the crossovers, and onto the west wye track, 
and stopped a second time with the rear car between 60 and 
90 feet west of the crossing* About 10 minutes later, after 
the crossing gate had been lined for the movement of N.Y.C.& 
St. L. !To. 6, Extra 762 "'est moved eastward, passed the 
crossing gate, and struck the side of No. 6. 

No. 6, an east-bound first-class N.Y.C.& St.L. passenger 
train, consisted of Diesel-electric units 181 and 187, coupled 
In multiple—unit control, one mail-express car, two baggage 
cars, two coaches, five sleeping cars, one buffet-lounge-
sleeping car, and four sleeping cars, in the order named. 
The fourth, fifth, and sixth and the ninth to the twelfth 
cars, Inclusive, ^ere of lightweight construction. The 
other cars ^ere of conventional all-steel constuction. This 
train departed from Chicago, 8.8 miles west of JN Tower and 
the last reporting station, at 11:20 p.m., on time, and 
stopped at the stop sign "est of the C.R.I.& P. crossing at 
Pullman Jet. It then proceeded eastward, passing the crossing 
gate, which was "oro^crly lined for the movement, and while 
It was moving over the crossing at p speed of about 10 miles 
per hour the ninth car tras struck by Extra 762 rTest. 

The rear car In the train of Extra 762 West was overturned 
and considerably damaged. The rear truck of the ninth car 
and the front truck of the eleventh car of vo, 6 were derailed 
to the left* There were no separations between the units of 
the train. The train stopped with t h e thirteenth car on the 
crossing* The south sides of the ninth to the thirteenth cars, 
inclusive, were considerably damaged. 

A light rain was falling at the time of the accident, 
which occurred about 11:50 P.M. 

Discussion 
As Extra 762 Vest moved over the M.Y.C.& St.L. crossing 

at Pullman Jet. the enginemen and the yard conductor wore in 
the control compartment of the locomotive,, The two yard brake* 
men were in the caboose, which was directly behind the loco­
motive. There was no member of the cren a t t h e rear end of 
the train. The locomotive was headed eastward and moving in 
backward motion. Rain had been falling intermittently during 
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the evening, and the engineer said he experienced considerable 
difficulty because of the locomotive wheels slipping. T*Tien 
the locomotive reached a point about 1,300 feet west of the 
crossing the train stalled on the ascending grade. The 
engineer said he was under the impression that there were 
41 care in the train, and when the train stopped he thought 
that the rear end extended eastward beyond tho crossing. 
From his location he could not sec the rear end of the train 
or the position of the crossing gate at the crossing. After 
making an unsuccessful attempt to start the train the engineer 
applied the brakes, tha yard conductor detached the locomotive, 
and the locomotive T.ras moved westward a distance Of about 
900 feet in order to sand the rails. The locomotive was then 
re-coupled to the train. The engineer released the brakes 
and then found that he still was unable to start the train. 
He informed the yard conductor that it would be necessary to 
back the train into the yard at South Chicago, and the con­
ductor alighted and started eastward to protect the movement. 
After the conductor alighted the fireman observed that the 
train was starting to move eastward on the descending grade. 
He called a warning to the engineer, and the engineer immedi­
ately made a service application of the brakes. Several 
seconds later the brakes became applied In emergency as a 
result of the collision. The enginemen thought that the 
train had moved not more than 30 to 45 feet when the collision 
occurred. The yard conductor said that when he reached a 
point a short distance east of the locomotive he observed that 
the train was moving eastward. He said that the brakes be­
came applied several seconds after he saw that the cars .were 
moving. The employees In the caboose were not aware that the 
train was in motion before the brakes became applied. 

As No. 6 was approaching the point where the accident 
occurred the enginemen wore In the control compartment at the 
front of the locomotive. The members of the train crew "ere 
in the cars of the tr^in. The enginemen said that as they 
approached the crossing they observed the rear end of Extra 
762 TTest standing wc^t of the crossing. They estimated that 
the rear of the train was from 90 to 120 feet west of the 
crossing, and they scj_d that tjfia tialn was not moving at tho 
time they saw it. Until the collision occurred, they were 
unaware that Extra 762 Nest was moving eastward. According 
to the tape of the speed-recording device, the -speed of the 
train was not more than 10 miles per hour when the collision 
occurred. 
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The S T < L t c h t e n d e r who o p e r a t e s the g a t e a t the c r o s s i n g 
s a i d t h a t when E x t r a 762 l i T cs t s topped a f t e r n o v m g o v e r tne 
c r o s s i n g the r ;ar end o f the t r a i n ,Ta.s c c t v e e n 60 and 90 
f e e t v e s t c ? the c r o s s i n g . Soon a f t e r t h i s t r a m s topped 
he saw N o . 6 approach] ng, and he l i n d the c r o s s i n g p a t e f o r 
the movanient o f t n a t t r a m . He was on tho o p p o s i t e s i d e o f 
the t r a c k s froir E x t r a 752 T T e s t as No . 6 was p a s s i n g , and un­
t i l the c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d he w&s n o t aware t h a t Ex t r a 752 
T , r es t was moving e a s t w a r d . 

An o p e r a t o r l o c a t e d i n a b u i l d i n g near the I T . Y . C & S t . L . 
t r a c k s and 237 f e e t e a s t o f the c r o s s i n g s a i d t h a t he saw 
E x t r a 752 ttest move o v e r t h e c r o s s i n g . A f t e r I T o , 6 s topped 
a t tr.c s top s i g n w e s t o f th; c r o s s i n g , t n i s o p e r a t o r s t epped 
o u t s i d e to d e l i v e r t r a m o r d e r s to the creT T . Ho sa id t ha t 
a t t h i s t ime he cou ld sec the r e a r end o f Ex t ra 762 T T c s t , 
and he tnought t h a t t h e r e a r ear was f rom 60 to 90 f e e t v e s t 
o f t he c r o s s i n g « He d i d n o t watcn t h i q t r a i n as } T o . 6 t O " -
p a s s i m , and he d id n o t sec the t r a m move b e f o r e the c o l l i s i o n 
o c c u r r e d . A n o t h e r o p e r a t o r was l o c a t e d i n a b u i l d i n g south 
o f t h e C . R . T . & P . t r a c k s and about 20C f e e t w e s t o f the c r o s s ­
i n g . He s a i d t h a t E x t r a 762 *' rest s topped a t 11 .40 p . m . A t 
tr_ls t irrc the ca rs nea r the r ^a r o f t h e t r a i n i r e r e o p p o s i t e 
h i s o f f i c e , hut he d id no t n o t i c e the l o c a t i o n o f t h e r e a r c a r . 
He s a i d t h a t a p p r o x i m a t e l y 10 minutes a l t e r t h e t r a m s t o p o c d 
the c a r s began to n o v o s l o w l y eas twards He e s t i m a t e d t h a t 
the t r a m nad moved a d i s t a n c e o f from 60 to 90 f c _ t and was 
moving a t a speed o f about 4 m i l e s p~r hour when the c o l l i s i o n 
o ccux red. 

Cau^e 

I h i s a c c i d e n t was caused by tne C h i c a g o , Rock I s l a n d 
and P a c i f i c t r a m irakmae a r v e r s e movement and f o u l i n g a 
r a i l r o a d c r o s s i n g a t g rade w i t h o u t p r o p e r s i g n a l . 

Dated a t Wash ing ton , D. 0 , , t h i s t h i r t i e t h 
day o f DeccciDcr^ 1955. 

3y th^ Commission, Commissioner C l a r k e . 

(SEAL) HARCLD D, KcCCY, 

S e c r e t o r y . 


