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INTTRSTATE COMITZRCT COMMISSION
RI?DRT OF TET DIRICTOR OF THT RURTAU OF SATITY CONCIRNING AN
AQCIDINT ON THT QH1CAGO, ROCK ISLAND & PACIFIC RAILVAY AT
PACIFIC JUNOTION, OXLA., OF JUNT 11, 1934.

Aupust 10, 1934.
To tae Corrission:

On June 11, 1934, there was a side collision between a
vasssnger train and & freight train on the Chicago, Rock Island
& Pacific Reilway at Pazi1fic Junction, Oxla., which resulted in
th= death of one eam’oyvee.

Locatlion and aesthod of operaiion

This accildent oaccurrad on Sub-Division 48 of the Second
Dissrict, Cxlahorma Division, which sxtends tetween Z1 Reno and
Vrurilka, Okla., a distance of 9¢.7 nmiles, and 1s a singls-track
line over vhich trzins are omerated by ti.ite table and train
ori:rs, no klocxz-siznal svstem cPiny n 1sC. In the vicinity of
th2 point of accident the censral dzrection of this sus-division
is anorth #ncd south, but tiz-tatle directions are ect andl west
and taese lattsr diractions are usa2d 1in this report. Thare 18 a
wys ot Pacific Juneition, the passenrer cut-off forming ths east
lez, a v e track the wedt les, and two tracks designatsed as the
new 1ain gnd the old rain foraing the nordth lep. The latisr two
tracks corveipe into ths single-track rain line a short distance
w23t of tre wye track, and thz cccidsat occurrad within yard
limits at the fouling point of these tracks 131 feet cast of the
juazsion gvitch. At a mo1rt 10408 fcoet 2s2st of the wa1a track
or juacilon swit~h another trmack, knovn as th: freishs balt track,
12118 off the old main, while 151 feet farther east tha wva (rack
lea1s off the freigat bulb track to the right and connects with
Sub-Division 48. Apnroaching the point of accidecnt from thc west
tas srack is tangent for a distance of 2,135 feetv, followad by a
10 surve fo the left 2,238 fezet in lexngth, and th & accident occurred
on §11s8 cuvive at a 301nt 307 fe2t from iss western end. Apnrooching
from the cest the track 1s tannent for a dictance of 6 mil:cs,
followecd by thz curve on which the accident occurred. The track
1s 5lijhtly descending 1n both dirzceions torard the junciion
gvisen, but is level at the point of accident.

J



\ To
E1 Reno

To
\ Freight Yard //7
6 miles
tangent
\\ -
».C. E>K<///
To
Qkklahome City
% ’("'-cu Z
@ Subdivision UE
. «—__Tye track switch
\ 151 ft.
. 2\
Point .of . . ot
» K1 Roﬁo..Okla. accident—t- —\—%%—ﬁrt. belt switch
2.4 mi. (fouling \ 131 £5 § 125 £t. /
\j(Pamflc Jet. (P ofa] point) \\ \\ Y <l runction sritch
2.7 mi. \ \ ‘
)
\ 807 ft. S~Direcction of
T Chickasha rain Mo. 996

6)‘|'-6 mio l \
m._i_l———» o
., Waurika, Okla. T
To
8,135 ft. Chickasha,
tangent J/Sdbdivision L6
i Inv. No. 1916

Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Ry
Pacific Junction, Oklahoma
June 11, 1934



_3

-
ct

+he
switcn.

The &1 invnhlved oire
8v1%°h & he wrea trnck

c
ne

uyp— ar: eculcped
¢
n

balt s
0 71400
asove TtThe “e
red 1ncdicrs Tior
maia Trow he
indiz.tions v
P32 Switel

313 5-"201urn¢ T
N

”I“‘GC io
~hon gT1%ch 1S
ot 1 te othier tvo o
han thz2 track 18 lin g
etaads are locatzd on
ain moving toward “c Tre
1sck 1w hts can ordiznari
1, 460 feet from the lard]
2 new rmin tracrt, brt
trhem 1s
rosivion

,_+

vehind

TeathaT was clowy at
trout 11:32 Tefle

Description
freisas T

Fast-bound sec ad -cles
> car, anc

68 frei¢chy cars, 1

2705, anc vqs 11 Che T8 f Coaductor P
Gatekas. Tris train “craried from Chic

PaciTic ¢naction, at &:
Pacific Junetion aczout

O3 Pefle, 40
11:20 ».n., 3

thzn nrocceced to pull iago the
ano1t 10 ilss mer hour snd it wes i
madz the~ *he train was sideswined v

Test-bound masscnger Traia No.
passcafer coach,
sta2zl wderfranes
by zas-clectric

of wooden construction

censiructinn, in the
rnotor 2000, and was in
and Iuyincwan Curry. This train left

3,935 fect east of Pacific dJunction, a
late, end wes moving vestward on the
t0 haacding eastward arcund the wye tra
ation or Sub-Division 48, vzen 1% st
traveling ¢t a soeced ectimated to
nar hour.

havea

The left leacding corner of the c¢o
struck the forty-third car in tht frei
Torvard end of the coach to the right
Ths forti—-third car was cdamaced out
foarth cer was cderaillsd and bedly
equipnaent was derailsd or danmeger.
brakcaan cf Train No. 44,

Jmetinn
1lined

.
50

)

12

JMTiAg
riterially

thes tiie of

1in

Traig nt h21t track at a

44

new

was
dame L'eo M
The

sv1tch, the

Ths switch st~nc3, of the

LPhF% Aovnted apnroxinmately 8 fect

n switch larp disnlavs a
for a movemsat 4o
~itch la-e disnlay g
ths freicht Hali. AL
Jdneran's sile of
1f 2t telt, vhile 7 clear
1y rad for a distrnce of
inz car of a traia baclking
fuch A movea.lzay th
r@%trlc"e, N7 ACCOU
th= rain.

t-

IS NSy
"D

1ld

3
@
@
H 0o

«

.

oo

2 e

3
,

Cu

U
TN
o e

5O

the zccidont, which

rain No. ©88 consistec of

2 coboose, hauled LV earine
ressley and Tisianenon
Zasna, 33.7 n1lzs gast of
utas Iﬂte gtonmad ov

ours and ninutes late,
swaeel of

20

ile this movemant was Delng
Train Yo. 44.
consisted of 1 coxbinction

n, and 1 beggrgs cars, of
order nanec, being s_oved
charge of Condaotor Fox
Bl Rono passenger 3sation,

t 11:25 p. m. 10 aiautes
=ain trece NIEVLTSTOTY
¢t and thence to its cdestin-
ck Train No. 9296 waile

bezn batveen 3 and 10 riles

ach in the passangar
£t train, derniliang
and quﬂlﬂg in its corner.
not derailec; the forty—
none of tae other
vnployee k1lled was the

trein
blie


http://d_ijtrr.ee
http://vi.icw.an

A

Sumnrmary of e¢vidence .

Concuctor Pox, of Train No. 44, stnr.od thet hs had onerated
tr1ins in end out of Fl Reno for a nombar of vears and since levy
9O acce Torred ith Tralin do. 44 over the territory in waich the

sicent occurred. The wrakxes were test~d both from thz =2n: ine
aql Oy vfe of the tail hore and the- funntionsd nronsrly. Walle
lznwwing I3 Reao hs rode on thz stems at the head end of *hie lescd-
ia7 car in ordor %o get a betroer view ane be 1n nosition o
imiacdintely sacs sinals to the 2n inensar, but uwon rov-iling a
poiat ntoevt a train lzagth froso the mein linz swizch asg Pacicic
Juiwction e changed poszw101€ v ish the orvaxevn, who 1ad Heen
Aadling the teil hese, fo tuct tho bra-omn coul” f=t off oo the
Jurction ev1lteh a3 tairow 1t for th- reverse ovanent g soon &s
the train passcd. Thrge brokenen hac 105 s2tien dovn 0a tac steps
721 212 £aonted Shat thor: wore core oa tha mein track ond che

condveuor L.amacdiytely rpplied the b 208 1n =ziiersency b7 opening
thz toll rose volve, Vlu 1t vme then too late to sstop. e csii-
1168 cne snced of nis torein et the tias cf the accidsnas ot aot

arre cwr & n1les her our. Frior to tie accicent he did not

S22 ©a2 crrs ror the ireer light on the caboose of Train No.8€6,
but Zc 2¢¢ secvn a Tliccr of 0 grezn svitch lignis -rhile
Apnro~cnlrg .the juaction ~ad fh01‘ht tha1s was due to the hifnga wind
waich woe blowing at the tingz; it 1@ not oceur to hinm thnot trhas
intzsrference wng crusad by c¢v.e passing betwzen the svitch lours
114 nis ovn train. Since the sghocvlad tims of Train No. 44 vas

catwnred or v 20 he hnd not mreviowily .neowrtered a train cnter-
i1 the rexrd trrouhh the irsight beld track; howaver, aader the
r1les a¢ kaew thet 2 friifat traln vn3s autiorizad to pill 11i1t0 or
ous of trc vard at anv tire, and thot first-class traias -3 re-
quired vc approach thce junction at restrictsd sps3ed »remared 10
ssop shoit of an otstruction. Hz sais” that the ﬂlhhf Fas very
dark and the visibility poor, aal F: had ¢iven thes e¢a. 112720 a
slov girral vhile dpproochlgg thz jurctior and th: frain s
moving at a lover ratz of spzaasd thun wowel vaich he thoyht wes
¥15h prorer caution, Tut Mz acdrmittod thes nhe Failed to fefiarvely

agcortoin tha< ths fain track was not cl~ar.

Ing jneman Curry, of Train No. 44, ctated that the bralzes Wer.
¢

t=3ted belore depari_lx from Shawae=, the initial terninal, ard
arain artter nickins un a car at anoth2r ctation; he exs2risaced
no .1 ”1cu;tv in n¥iaz station stops za route. Anotnar tesv of

3

th2 rtrares wrs wn e by 1eans of the t~11 hose after a car was tget
ous at Tl Reno, and atout 15 minvtes laser the train started the
back—-up roveuernt during wihich the aeccidant occurred. Tac r



—5—

w3 oving at a speed of avoui 15 miles per hour when e received
a slow slgnal from the l=acdin: car and he made a light applicetion
of %the brekes, reducing the sn2ed to atout 10 or 12 milas per hour.
After sreveling a distance of aocout two car lengths, with the
motor sHhvt off cnd the brave velve in lap position, tha lanteirn at
the forwe ¢ end was raisecd, the brazes were applied almost
siaultancously and the train curme to a sudden stop. He did not
s223 cay svitch lighte 1n advrnace of his train prior to the acci-
d2a%, but thought this was cus to having become temporarily lost
on nccount of the sxtiens darkicss and 1t did not occur to in
thit theldr absence mirht be duc to freight cars massing »hetween
hij end the lights. Ze understood that in the absence of siitch
lizhis where they are usually displavad he was required to stop
th: trcin, but said that 1t is customery for the conducior %o
co1srol b ck-up rovaments with ths tail hose.

Iniineran Gateka, of Train No. 996, steted that his srain
arrived ¢t Pacific Junction ajsout 11:2C p.n., and after tae
brakesan onsened ths switch thz train started into the frei ht kelt
trac at a low rate of spazd; when thz angine rceachesd a onint
ana21o inctely 50 car lengthe from the switch the brakes ware
apoliec enc¢ the train stonned. Ee did not see Train No. 44
apnroeccaing and J1d not laarn that a collision had occurrec until
soi12 tice later. Ta: stotements of Fireman Torlins corrovorated
those of Enfinerman Grteka as to the movement of their train prior
to the accident. The thrse switch 1li, hts involved were odburning
w13n un1s c¢nf ins wassed thoem; he had never vefore apnroacaed
Pacific Junction at the time Train No. 44 was making the back-up
movanente. Head Brakeman villiams stated that after he opened
tha siritch for his train to enter the vard he looked aheacd but
827 10 train approaching froa the east. On his way back after
thz cccident he observed that all three switch lights were burning.

Concdvctor Pressley, of Train No. 996, stnted that his traln
was .wXing the same moverent and in the same manner that it aakes
evacy night from Pacific Junction to £1 Reno yard, under yard-
linit rules. The train was traveling #t a speed of 10 or 12 miles
nar aour when it suddenly stoppad; upon going forward to locate
tha2 troutle h:e discovered that Train Jo. 44 had collided with the
silzs of his train. It was his understanding that first-class
tri1ng in either direction are required to approach Pacific
Juacision expecting to find any other train, regarcless of class,
usins the wye or a portion of the wyaz.
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The Comnission's inspsctors "ﬂade obcervations on the night .
of June 12 under similar weather conditions from the rear plat—
form of & coach similar to +% boach of Trzin No. 44 and while
Train No. 996, with thae saaz genoral makeup, was entering the
freoight telt track. The t3ut train moved slowly westward on the
agw min treck and ths switch lights woere plainly visibles for a
distance of 1,430 foet with nothing to obstruct the view before
the “reight rqln arrzved; vl:ile this train was passing the
ligats thev could no% bhe ssen elther betwecen the cars or over
tons of tenk cars, but thav could be teen when low side zondola
or flat cars were pas~ing them.

o
<

Corclusions

This eccident @wms caused bv thz faillure of Conductor Fox,
of Train FNo. 44, proparly to control the spsed of his train during
a back-up rmovament.

Uncer specimsl instrucSions contained in the tims tanle first—
cliss treins apwroaching Pacific Junction 1in each dirsction are
reyulred to rmove at re strﬂctﬁd spe2d expecting to find enzines or
irains turning on wye. The rules dsfine rastricted spz2d as pro-

2ding prepared to stop snort of a train, obstruction or anything
that "ay requirs the sp2ed of the treain to be recduced. Thes rules
fursher provide that a sigmel improocerly displaved, or the absence
of a 8ignel at a place whzre 2 £12nal is usually shown, ast be
rezarded as the moss restrictive indication that can be given by
that signal.

According to the statenents of Conductor Fox 1t was so derk
that visibility was materially restricted and he did not see the
cars of Train No. 996 until hie train collided with thom, although
he aad previowsly given thz 2nrineman a slow signal and the speed
n1d been recduced to some exteant. His first intimation that the
trick wos occumiaed was vhen the brakesman chouted a warniag very
sandrtly before tha collision occurred and he irnediately applied
th> brakes in smcroency with the toil hose valve, but it vas then
too late to prevent the accident. Ho said that whilz his train
was RF“IOFChing ths voiat of accidant he saw two grzen switch
lizhts vwkich apoearced to be flickaring; he thought this -mas cavsed.
by 7ind gfetting under the botitoms of the lamps and it did not
occur to Liim that the intermittent display of these lights might
bz caused by passing cars. Tests coaductad subszquent to the
accldeat revealed “hat these switch lights could not bz seen fronm
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a train epproaching from the east whilz a train was sntering thce
freiat telt track =xXcept when & low car passed then, and o
Conductor Fox had sceen these lisghts only at invervals ha chould
have rcalized that Sometuing ve wrong and snould have aivaer
broucht hie train to a stop or under such conirel that az could
dafinitelv ascertain what causad this unusual condition vafore 1t
was 0o leole ©o avert the accident.

Respectlully submitted,
V. J. PATTER3ON,

Director.



