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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY CONCERNING AN 
ACCIDENT ON THE CHICAGO, ROCK ISLAND & PACIFIC RAIL 7AY AT 
PACIFIC JUNCTION, OXLA., ON JUNE 11, 1934. 

August 10, 19 34. 

To the Corrission: 

On June 11, 1934, there was a side collision between a 
passenger train and a freight train on the Chicago, Rock: Island 
& Pacific Railway at Pacific Junction, Okia., which resulted in 
the death cf one employee. 

Location and nethod of operation 

This accident occurred on Sub-Division 48 of the Second 
District, Oklahoma Division, which extends between El Reno and 
ATiurika, Okla. , a distance of 99.7 miles, and is a single-track 
line over which trains are operated by tine table and. train 
orders, no block-signal system cemg in isc. In the vicinity of 
the point of accident the general direction of this cub-division 
is north and south, but time-table directions are east and west 
and these latter directions are used in this report. There is a 
wye not Pacific Junction, the passenger cut-off Tornmg the ea.st 
leg, a wye track the west leg, and two tracks designated as the 
new n a m and the old main forming the north leg. The latter two 
tracks converge into the single-track n a m line a short distance 
west of the wye track, and the accident occurred within yard 
limits at the fouling point of these tracks 131 feet east of the 
junction switch. At a point 124.5 feet east o^ the main track 
or junction smt"h another track, known as the freight belt track, 
let Is off the old nam, while 151 feet farther east the w m track 
leads off the freight belt track to the right and connects with 
Sub-Division 48. Approaching the point of accident fron the west 
the track is tangent for a distance of 8,135 feet, followed by a 
1° curve to the left ?,2o3 feet in length, and the accident occurred 
on this curve at a point 307 feat from its western end. Aporoachmg 
from the cast the track is tanj-,ent for a distance of 6 miles, 
followed by the curve on which the accident occurred. The track 
is slightly descending in both directions toward the junction 
svitch, but is level at the point of accident. 
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The switches involved ore the junction switch, the freight 
bolt si itch m d m e wye track switch. The switch stmds, of the 
Ranapo typ>, are equipped "ith lamps noun ted approximately 8 feet 
above ~he ""ear-block cies; the junction switch larp displays a 
red indication "hen the switch is lined for a movement to the old 
main fror che ^Tc^t and the other two e^-itch lamps display green 
indications when the track is lin^d to the freight belt. All 
th^ee switch stands are located on the sn.^ir.eam's side of an 
east-bound train moving toward the freight belt, "hils a clera-
view 0 1 t'C switch lifhts can ordinarily bj had for a d_ijtrr.ee of 
a p D F O A I I V C tely 1,-4-60 feet from the leading era of a train backing 
westward on the new n a m track, but during such a r.oveneit the 
en vi.icw.an1 a view of them is materially restricted on account of 
the curve aire and his position behind the tiain. 

The weather was cloudy at the tiwe of the accident, which 
occurred c bou t 11:20 p.n. 

Description 

East-bound second-c"1 iss freimt Train No. 936 consisted of 
68 freight cars, 1 parse iger car, and a caboose, hauled bv engine 
2706, and was in charge of Conductor Pressley and E iginema.n 
C-ateka. This tram D E P A R T E D from Chickasha, 32.7 :.iiV.s ,/est of 
Pacific function, Q t 6:55 p.m., 40 minutes late, stopped at 
Pacific Ju.nction aoout 11:20 p.m., 2 hours and 20 minutes late, 
then proceeded to pull into the freight belt track at a speed of 
about 10 r.'.iles per hour and it was mile this movement was being 
made T H F t the train was sideswiped by Train No. 44. 

East-bound passenger Train No. 44 consisted of 1 combination 
passenger coach, of wooden construction, a,nd 1 baggage car, of 
steel under frame construction, in the order named, being shoved 
by ga,s-oltctric motor 9000, and was in charge of Conductor Fox 
and Enrincnan Curry. This train left El Reno passenger station, 
3,933 feet east of Pacific Junction, at 11:25 p.m., 10 minutes 
late, and w?s moving westward on the new --ram track, preparatory 
to heading eastward around the wye track and thence to its destin­
ation on Sub-Division 48, when it struck Train No. 996 while 
traveling at a speed estimated to have been between 5 and 10 riles 
per hour. 

The left leading corner of the coach in the passenger train 
struck the forty-third car m tha freight train, derailing the 
forward end of the coach to the right and crusnmg in its corner. 
The fort;-third car was damaged but was not derailed.; tho forty-
fourth car was derailed and badly damaged; none of the other 
equipment was derailed or damaged. The employee killed was the 
brake-ian cf Train No. 44. 

http://d_ijtrr.ee
http://vi.icw.an
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Sumnary of evidence 

Conductor Fox, of Train No. 44, staged that he had operated 
trains in end out of El rtf,ro for a number of vears and since 1.1? y 
20 he a "moiked m t h Train ho. 44 over the territory in which the 
accident occurred. The brakes v.ere tested both from the engine 
anl by use of the tail hose and the" functioned properly. 'Jhile 
leaving LI Reno he rode on the steps at the head end of the lead­
ing ce,r in order to get a better vie1" anc be in position to 
imiediately pass signals to the en, ineour, but uoon rolling a 
point ay out a train length from tho n a m line switch at Pacific 
Juiction he changed positions 1 ith the orake v n, who had. been 
handling the tail hose, so tirt the brak„m*rei could f3t off nc the 
junction switch and tnrolrT it for th- re'^rse movement as soon as 
the tro.in pa.sscd. The br-kenan had jjst gotten down on the steps 
•vaen he shouted, that th:r-i were cere on the n a m track and. the 
conductor lmnodl teiy applied the br- c s m emergency by opening 
the tail rose vivo, cut it rras then too lat° to stop. He osci­
llated eke soeed of his trei.n at the time ef the accident at not 
more thr.r 8 miles -->̂r hour. Prior to the accident he did. not 
see the errs ror the; eirker light on the caboose of Train No.996, 
but he arc seen a. flieo~r of t11 o green switch lights while 
approaching .the junction and thought this was due to the high wind 
which wet blowing at the time; it did not occur to him that this 
interference was c m s 3d by c^s passing between the switch lamps 
and. his orn train. Since tho scheduled tine of Train No. 4̂ - was 
chain: ed or I .'ay 20 he had. not nreviouely mcourtered a train enter­
ing the yard through the freight belt track; however, under the 
rules he kiew that a freight train wr.s authorized to pull into or 
out of the yard at anv tine, and that first-class trains are re­
quired to approach the junction at restricted, speed prepared, to 
stop shojt of an obstruction. Ha sai^ that the night uas very 
dark and the visibility poor, and he had f iven the e a i le.tain a 
s low sifnal m i l e approaching the junction and the train was 
moving at a lower rate of speed than usual which he thought was 
•vith proper caution, but '"'e admitted the.t he failed, to definitely 
ascertain that the ma.in track was not clear. 

Engineman Curry, of Train No. 4^, stated that the brakes werj 
tsited before departing from Shawie a, the initial terninal, and 
again a.fter picking up a car at another station; he exneriencec. 
no difficulty in -inking station stops en route. Another test of 
the brakes was B J e by weans of the f i l hose a.fter a car was set 
out at El Reno, and about 15 minutes later the train started the 
back-up rove merit during which the accident occurred. The tram 
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.-raving at a spaed of about IF niles per hour when he received 
a slow oirnal from the leading car and he nade a light application 
of the brakes, reducing the speed to about 10 or 12 miles per hour. 
After traveling a distance of aoout two car lengths, with the 
motor s'-iut off and the brake valve in lap position, the lantern at 
the forward end was raised, the brakes were applied almost 
si :iu.lta.neously and the train cane to a sudden stop. He d i d . not 
see any switch lights m advance of his train prior to the acci­
dent, but thought this was due to having become temporarily loft 
on account of the extie.ne darkness and it did not occur to him 
thit their absence might be duo to freight cars passing between 
hi.i and the lights. He understood that in the absence of switch 
lights where they are usually displayed he was required to stop 
th3 tre in, but said that it is customary for the conductor to 
coitrol b. ck-up movements with the tail hose. 

Engineman Gateka, of Train No. 996, stated that his train 
arrived at Pacific Junction aoout 11:20 p.m., and after the 
brakenan opened, the switch the train started into the freight belt 
track at a low rate of speed; when the engine reached a ooint 
appro lir.ately 50 car lengths fron the switch the brakes were 
applied, and the train stopped. He did not see Train No. 44 
approaching and did not learn that a collision had occurred until 
some t i o e later. Tho- statements of Fireman Tomlins corroborated 
those of Engineman Gateka as to the movement of their train prior 
to tho accident. The three switch lights involved were burning 
when his cnr ine passed them; he had never before aporoacaed. 
Pacific Junction at the tine Train No. 44 was making the back-up 
movement. Head Brakenan '.Villians stated that after he opened 
the switch for his train to enter the yard he looked ahead but 
saw no train approaching fron the east. On his way back after 
tha o.ccident he observed that all three switch lights were burning. 

Conductor Pressley, of Train No. 996, stated that his train 
was ..Taking the same novenent and in the same manner that it makes 
evory nirht from Pacific Junction to SI Reno yard, under yard-
limit rules. The train was traveling at a speed of 10 or 12 miles 
oar hour when it suddenly stopped; upon going forward to locate 
the trouble he discovered that Train No. 44 had collided with the 
side of his train. It was his understanding that first-class 
trains in either direction are required to approach Pacific 
Junction expecting to find any other train, regardless of class, 
using the wye or a portion of the wye. 
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Tlie Commission's inspectors made observations on the night 

of June 13 under similar weather conditions from the rear plat­
form of a coach similar to the coach of Tram No. 44 and while 
Train No. 996, with the same genjrnl makeup, was entering the 
freight; belt track. The test tram moved slowly westward on the 
new m a m tr^ck and the switch lights wore plainly visible for a 
distance of 1,450 feet with nothing to obstruct the view before 
the freifht tram arrived; while this train was passing the 
lights they could not be seen either between the cars or over 
tops of tank cars, but they could be seen when low side gondola 
or flat cars were passing them. 

Conclus ions 
This accident was caused bv the failure of Conductor Fox, 

of Train No. 44, properly to control the speed of his train during 
a back-up movement. 

Under special instructions contained m the time table first-
class trains approaching Pacific Junction in each direction are 
required to move at restricted speed expecting to find engines or 
trains turning on wye. The rules define restricted speed, as pro­
ceeding prepared to stop short of a train, obstruction or anything 
that eay require the speed of the tram to be reduced. The rules 
further provide that a signal improperly displayed, or the absence 
of a signal at a place ..vhere a signal is usually shown, must be 
regarded as the most restrictive indication that can be given by 
that signal. 

According to the statements of Conductor Fox it was so dark 
that visibility was materially restricted and he did not see the 
cars of T r a m No. 996 until his train collided with them, although 
he nad. previously given the enrmeman a slow signal and the speed 
had been reduced, to some extent. His first intimation that the 
track was occupied was when the brakeman shouted a warning very 
s.nrtly before the collision occurred and he immediately applied 
the brakes in emergency with the te il hose valve, but it was then 
too late to prevent the accident. Ho said that while his train 
was approaching the point of accident lie saw two green switch 
lights which appeared to be flickering; he thought this -/as caused!^1 

by vind petting under the bottoms of the lamps and it did not 
occur to him that the intermittent display of these lights might 
be en.usee by passing cars. Tests conducted subsequent to the 
accident revealed that these switch lights could not be seen from 
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a train approaching from the east while a train was entering' the 
fre Lght celt track except when a low car passed then, and if 
Conductor Fox had. seen these lights only at invervals he should 
have realized tha.t something was wrong and should have either 
brought hie train to a stop or under such control that h.3 could 
definitely ascertain what caused this unusual condition before it 
was too late to avert the accident. 

Respectfully submitted, 

iV. J. PATTERSON, 

Director. 


