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INTERSTATE COKSIRCE COMMISSION 

REPORT KO. 5615 

I N THE MATTER 0? MAKING ACCIDENT1 INVESTIGATION REPORTS 
UNDEE THE ACCI3EST REFORTS ACT OF jZA3f 6, 1910. 

CHICAGO, MILWAUKEE, ST, PAUL -4KD PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPACT 

A c c i d e n t near y a d s ^ r t h , I I " 1 . , on FchrL ' t ry 13 , 195!?, caused 
by a broken J o u r n a l , 

CLARICE, Commiss ioner : 

On Feb rua ry lZt 1955, t h e r e w i s a d e r r i l m c n t o f a 
p a s s e n g e r t r a i n on tne C h i c o e o , I l i l ' ^ u h c c - , S t . Paul and 
P a c i f i c R a i l r o a d near *'Tads^rorth, 1 1 1 . , Trhioh r e s u l t e d i n 
the i n j u r y o f 19 p a s s e n g e r s and 1 d i n i n g - c a r e m p l o y e e . 

Under a u t n o r i t y o f s c c t i o r 17 ( 2 ) o f the I n t e r s t a t e Com­
merce n e t the a b o v e - e n t i t l e d n r o c j e d i n g T,̂ S r e f e r r e d by the 
Commission to Commiss ioner C l a r k e f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n and 
d i s p o & i t i o n . 

1 
REPORT OF T-iE C O . r i S S I O r 

1 



- k -

T 'Vstei-n Avenue. 
I C h i c T I ] . J P g . 4 ru. 

I S.P4 m p 

X Feint of icciaont 
! 1.76 mi, 
F Widcvorthj 111. 

7, 

4 , 6 9 7 
f t . 

Or1 \I> Point of i ^ -y/ f t 179 f t . I 

DU"AI!LNTNT 5 4 2 
f t . i t . 

P . S . * 

F »I3 • 

o 

1.76 
ro.. 

,! IVJ V W^dsvrorth 

ERR-
Ti 

R I 

A) 

o 

O 
O 
TH H O RL P-. LTS TI • O-

H I- ,-1 
CO rA R*> M 

H ^ 

• ̂  ** R—I 
PH 

-P • o 
3 CO (0 U 

^ a K-

O R 
O 
-a O 



- 5 - 3615 

L o c a t i o n o f A c c 1 doitt ftfefl liethod o f C p c r a t i o n 
T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t h a t p a r t o f the Mi lwaukee 

D i v i s i o n e x t e n d i n g be tween Wes t e rn A v e n u e , C h i c a g o , 1 1 1 . , 
and M i l w a u k e e , Wis , 8 2 . 1 a i l a s , I n the v i c i n i t y o f tho 
n o i n t o f a c c i d e n t t h i s i s £ dou l3 l a - t r ' 1 ck l i n e , o v e r which 
t r a i n s moving w i t h the c u r r e n t o f t r a f f i c a r c op^rn tdd by 
t i m e t a b l e , t r a i n o r d e r s , and m a„utonat ic b l r c v - s i g n . ° l and 
c a b - s i g n a l sys tem. W i t h i n i n t e r l n c ;inp- l i m i t s a t T | ,Jads"orth, 
40 ,0 m i l e s ^ c s t o f Wes t e rn a v e n u e , the main t r a c k s n r o 
connec t ed by a f ° c i n g - p c i n t c r o s s o v e r n nd a t r a I l i n g - p c i n t 
c r o s s o v e r . 'Jest o f t h e s e o r c s s r v c r s a s i d m ^ 1.49 m i l e s i n 
"i ongth p a r a l l e l s the westward main t r ack on the n o r t h . The 
i n t e r l o c k i n g s t a t i o n i s l o c a t e d I m m e d i a t e l y soi-th o f the 
main t r a c k s . The e a s t s w i t c h o f the f a c i n g - p o i n t c r o s s o v e r , 
t he wes t s w i t c h o f tne t r a l l l r . p ^ - p o l n t c r o s s o v e r , and the e ^ s t 
s i d i n g - s v i t c h a r e , r e s p e c t i v e l y , 179 f e e t c a s t , 542 f i e t - -es t , 
and 566 f e e t ^ c s t o f the i n t e r l o c k i n g s t a t i o n . The i n i t i a l 
d e r a i l m e n t o c c u r r e d on the westward main t r a c k a t a p o i n t 
1.76 m i l e s eas t o f the i n t e r l o c k i n g s t a t i o n a t V a d s T T o r t h , 
and the g e n e r a l d e r a i l m e n t o c c u r r e d 65 f e e t ^ e s t o f t he 
eas t s w i t c n o f the f a c l n g - ^ o i n t c r o s s o v e r and 114 f e e t e a s t 
o f t he i n t e r l o c k i n g s t a t i c a. From the e a s t t h e r e a r e , i n 
s u c c e s s i o n , a t a n g e n t 1.13 r e l i e s to the i n i t i a l p o i n t o f 
d e r a i l m e n t and 1,449 f o o t ^cct'^ard, a 1° c u r v e t o the r i g h t 
2 ,812 f e e t , and a t a n g e n t 4 , 8 9 ^ f a c t tc the r c l n t o f g e n e r a l 
d e r a i l m e n t and a c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e w e s t w a r d . The g r ade 
f o r west -bound t r a i n s i s 0 . 0 2 p e r c e n t a s c e n d i n g a t the i n i t i a l 
n o i n t o f d e r a i l m e n t end l e v e l at the p o i n t o f g e n e r a l d e r a i l ­
ment. 

I n tha v i c i n i t y o f the I n i t i a l ~ c i n t o f d e r a i l m e n t the 
tracic s t r u c t u r e c o n s i s t s o f 132-po 1 nd r a i l , 39 f ^ ? t i n l e n g t h , 
l a i d new i n 1952 on an a v e r a g e o f 24 t r e a t e d t i e s p e r r a i l 
l e n g t h . I n tho v i c i n i t y o f the •ooint o f ^ r - n e r i l d e r a i l m e n t 
I t c o n s i s t s o f 131-rjo nd r a i l o f t he s"pic l e n g t h , l a i d new 
I n 1937. I t i s f u l l y t i e p l a t c d w i t h d c u b l e - s h o u " d c r can ted 
t l e p l a t e s , s p i k e d -^itr. t^o r ^ i l - ^ h c l d i n g s p i k e s and two 
p l a t e - h o l d i n g s p i k e s p e r t i e p l a t e , ?nd I s p r o v i d e d w i t h 6 - h o l c 
3 6 - i n c h j o i n t bars and an a v e r a g e o f 10 r a i l anchors p e r r a i l . 
I t I s b a l l a s t e d ^ i t h g r a v e l t o r dep th o f 24 I n c h e s b c l c w t h e 
bot toms o f tne t i c s . 

A dragging—cciuipncnt d e t e c t o r I s l o c a t e d i n the wes tward 
main t r a c k about 10 .84 m i l e s c ° s t o f t he i n i t i a l p o i n t o f 
d e r a i l m e n t . 
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T h i s c a r r i e r ' s o p e r a t i n g r u l e a read i n p a r t as f o l l o w s : 

625 . Signalmen must, a s f a r as p r a c t i c a b l e , o b s e r v e 
a l l p a s s i n g t r a i n s nn4 n o t e whether they a r e comple t e 
and i n o r d e r , should t h e r e bo any i n d i c a t i o n o f c o n ­
d i t i o n s endange r ing thc5 t r a i n , o r any o t h e r t r a i n , 
t he s igna lman must tn&« such measures f o r the p r o t e c t i o n 
o f t r n i n s as may be p r a c t i c a b l e . 

713 . Employes must, so f a r i s p r a c t i c a b l e , o b s e r v e 
p a s s i n g t r a i n s f o r d e f e c t s such as * * * h o t j o u r n a l s , 
i n d i c a t i o n s o f f i r e * * * Should t h e r e be any i n d i ­
c a t i o n o f c o n d i t i o n s e n d a n g e r i n g the t r a i n , they w i l l 
s i g n a l c rews o f such t r a i n s , c a l l i n g a t t e n t i o n to 
danereroi s c o n d i t i o n s * * * 

When p a s s i n g o t h e r t r a i n s end i n t e r l o c k i n g , b l o c k 
* * * o r o t h e r s t a t i o n s * * t r a i n and e n g i n e crews 
on mov ing t r a i n s must be on the Jookaut f o r s i g n a l s . 
* tt # 

9 1 2 . I n d e p a r t i n g from s t a t i o n s , and a t e v e r y o p p o r ­
t u n i t y on the r o a d , t ra inmen must c a r e f u l l y i n s p e c t 
t h e i r t r a i n s f o r * ** * p o s s i b l e ( d e f e c t s o f t h e runn ing 
g e a r , g i v i n g s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n to ho t j o u r n a l s , s t i c k i n g 
b r a k e s , and s l i d i n g " h o c l s . ^ t r a i n I s moving T-hen 
def j o t I s d i s c o v e r e d , t r a i n should be s t o p n e d . * » 

When p r a c t i c a b l e , w h i l e t r n i r i s moving , f r c a u e n t 
i n s p e c t i o n must be made o f t r " c k from r e a r o f t r a i n . 

# # # 

927 . Enginemen must f r e q u e n t l y l e e k back , e s p e c i a l l y 
w h i l e r o u n d i n g c u r v e s , t o o b s e r v e the c o n d i t i o n o f the 
t r a i n , 

# # # 

The maximum a u t h o r i z e d speed f o r p a s s e n g e r t r a i n s i n 
the v i c i n i t y o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t i s 9 0 ^ m i l e s p e r nour . 

D e s c r i p t i o n o f A c c i d e n t 

N o , 17, a T r Q S t - b o u n d f i r s t - c l a s s p a s s e n g e r t r a i n , c o n ­
s i s t e d o f D i e s c ] - c l o c t r l c u n i t s 90C, 97B, and 98B,. coup led 
in m u l t i p l e - u n i t c o n t r o l , one b i , g g a g - c n r , one b a g e a g c -
d c r m i t o r y ca r , f o u r c o a c h e s , one d i n i n g ca r , t h r e e s l e e p i n g 
c a r s , one coach , and one d e e p i n g ca r , i n the o r d e r named. 
A l l c a r s ^ c r c o f l i g n t w e i g h t s t e e l c o n s t r u c t i o n , and n i l 
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e x c e p t the t w e l f t h were equ ipped *4th t i g h t l o c k c o u p l e r s . 
T h i s t r a i n p r s s e d Rondou t . 8 .84 m i l e s eas t o f the p o i n t o f 
a c c i d e n t and the l a s t open o f f i c e , a t 11*53 p . i ( , 18 minu te s 
l a t e . T*hn e i t was moving nt a speed o f 85 mile3 p e r hour 
the r e a r t ruck o f the f i f t h ca r was d e r a i l e d a t n p o i n t l . ? 6 
:nlj es e a s t o f Wndsworth, and w h i l e mov ing nt a sneed o f 82 
m i l e s p e r hear the s i x t h to t h e t w e l f t h c a r s , i n c l u s i v e , i ' e re 
d e r a i l e d a t a p o i n t 65 f e e t w e s t c f the e a s t s w i t c h o f the 
f a c i n g - p o i n t c r o s s o v e r a t Wndswcrth . 

None o f the d e r a i l e d eauipment o v e r t u r n e d . S a t u r a t i o n s 
o c c u r r e d a t each end o f the n i n t h e^r and be tween the e l e v e n t h 
and t w o l f t n c a r s . The l o c o m o t i v e and the f i r s t e i g h t c r s 
s t epped w i t h the f r o n t o f the l o c o m c t l \ - e 3,^19 f o e t v e s t o f the 
p r i n t o f g e n e r a l d e r a i l m e n t . Tho f i f t h , s i x t h , ^nd s e v e n t h 
c r s s t e p p e d a p p r o x i m a t e l y i n l i n e w i t h tne t r a a £ . Tho r e a r 
end o f the e i g h t h oe.r T r n s 25 f e e t n o r t h of the w e s t w - r d 
main t r i c k . The n i n t h c a r s topped 1,327 f e e t v ? s t c f 
the p o i n t a f g e n e r a l d a r ^ i l i v n t , w i t h t h e f r o n t and the r e a r 
ends, r e s p e c t i v e l y , SO f e e t and 23 f e e t n o r t h o f the w e s t ­
ward main t r a c k . The t e n t h and e l e v e n t h ca rs s t e p p e d w i t h 
tne t e n t h car i m m e d i a t e l y n o r t h o f tne n i n t h car and a p p r o x i ­
m a t e l y p a r a l l e l to i t , end the r e a r end o f the e l e v e n t h car 
on the t r a c k s t r u c t u r e o f the s i d i n g . The t w e l f t h car 
s topped 35 f<RRT n o r t h o f the wes tward main t r a c k and p a r a l l e l 
to I t , Tb.e r e a r end w s 1,1C0 f e e t wt-st o f tne ^ o i n t o f 
g e n e r a l d e r a i l m e n t . A l l o f the d e r a i l e d c a r s were c o n s i d e r a b l y 
damaged. F u e l tanks under the d i n l r g c a r , th? s e v e n t h car 
o f t h e t r a i n , i-crc punc tu red d u r i n g t h e d e r a i l m e n t , and 
e s c a p i n g p ropane g^s became i g n i t e d . The d i n i n g c^r and the 
s i x t n and e l g n t h c a r s , which had been damaged i n the d e r a i l ­
ment, w e r e fu r tne r damaged oy f i r e . 

The wea the r w^s c l e a r a t the t i T C o f the a c c i d e n t , 
wh ich o c c u r r e d a o o u t 12*01 a. m. 

The f i f t h ca r , C,?l .St.2?.& P* 494 , ^n a l l - w e l d e d l i g h t w e i g h t 
s t e e l coacn , was b u i l t 4 n th^ shops o f the c a r r i e r a t 
M i l w a u k e e , W i s , , i n June, 1947. I t i s ^5 f e e t l o n g be tween 
p u l l i n g f a c e s o f tne c o u p l e r s and i s p r o v i d e d w i t h a v e s t i b u l e 
a t one end . I t s l l r h t WBIGHT i s 113,500 nounds . I t I s 
p r o v i d e d w i t h t-To f our̂ -T h e e l t r u c k s spaced 53 f e e t 6 I n c h e s 
oe tween t r u c k - c e n t e r s . Tne t rucks have a w h e e l b a s e o f 7 f e e t 
an:" a r e equipped w i t h 5-1/2-3 nch by I C - i n c h j o u r n a l s and 
m u l t i p l e - w e a r 36-1 nch s t e e l THE e l s . The Jou rna l s n re equ ipped 
w i t h r o l l e r b e a r i n g s , h e l i c a l s n r i n g s a r e p r o v i d e d on t ruck 
e q u a l i z e r s and a t t he b o l s t e r s . 
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D i s c u s s i o n 

As T To. 17 was a p p r o a c h i n g the p o i n t where t h e a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d the e n g i n e e r and the f i r e m a n T- rcre m a i n t a i n i n g a 
l o o k o u t ahead f rom t h e i r rear*c-otire p o s i t i o n s i n the c o n ­
t r o l compartment a t the f r o n t o f the l o c o m o t i v e . The 
c o n d u c t o r , the a s s i s t a n t conduc to r , and the "baggageman 
were i n the second c a r f the f r o n t brakeman was in" the f i f t h 
c a r , and the f l agman was in t h e r e a r c o r . The b rakes o f 
t h i s t r a i n had been t e s t e d and had f u n c t i o n e d p r o n c r l y when 
used cn r o u t e . The h e a d l i g h t l i g h t e d b r i g h t l y . P r i o r 
to the t ime o f t h e a c c i d e n t the l o c o m o t i v e and the ca r s had 
been r i d i n g s m o o t h l y . The f r o n t tra^emnn s a i d t ha t when the 
t r a i n was ap -o rox ima te ly 3/4 m i l e c a s t o f Wadsvor th he hoard 
b a l l a s t s t r i k i n g the u n d e r s i d e o f the c a r . Kc s t a r t e d toward 
the c o n d u c t o r s v a l v e , but because o f the i r r e g u l a r movements 
o f the ca r he was unab le to r e a c h the v a l v e b e f o r e the 
g e n e r a l d e r a i l m e n t o c c u r r e d . I m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r the l o c o m o t i v e 
p a s s e d the i n t e r l o c k i n g s t a t i o n " t Y a d s ^ r t h the b r a k e s 
became a p p l i e d i n emergency as a r e s u l t o f the d e r a i l m e n t . 
A c c o r d i n g to the t a p e o f the s p e e d - r c c o r n i n g d e v i c e , t he 
t r a i n was moving a t a speed o f 85 m i l e s p a r hour a t the 
i n i t i a l p o i n t o f d c r ^ l l ^ e n t and 82 m i l e s n e r hour a t the 
p o i n t where the g e n e r a l d e r a i l m e n t o c c u r r e d . 

Examina t ion o f the tr-^ck s t r u c t u r e a f t ^ r the a c c i d e n t 
d i s c l o s e d no t r ° c k c o n d i t i o n which could nave caused o r 
c o n t r i b u t e d to the cause o f tne a c c i d e n t . L i g h t s c r a p i n g 
marks were found on the t i c s o u t s i d e the south r a i l b e g i n n i n g 
a t a p o i n t a p p r o x i m a t e l y 2 m i l e s e a s t o f the i n t e r l o c k i n g 
s t a t i o n a t Wadsworth . These marks con t inued wes tward a 
d i s t a n c e o f about 1 ,500 f e u t to a farm c r o s s i n g . A p l a n k 
o u t s i d e the sou th r a i l i n t h i s c r o s s i n g had been s t ruck and 
d i s l o d g e d . Harks on a r a i l anchor and a t r ack b o l t on the 
g a g e s i d e o f the n o r t h r a i l i n d i c a t e d tha t a w h e e l had become 
d e r a i l e d i n s i d e t h a t r a i l at a p o i n t 1.76 m i l e s e a s t o f t h e 
i n t e r l o c k i n g s t a t i o n . The t i ^ s wcro f l a n g e marked b e g i n n i n g 
a t a p o i n t 47 f e e t wes t o f the i n i t i a l p o i n t o f d e r a i l m e n t . 
The f i r s t f l a n g e m^rks were 16-7/8 i n c h e s i n s i d e the n o r t h 
r a i l , and o t n e r f l a n g e marks b e g i n n i n g ^ t a -point 124 f e e t 
wes t o f the i n i t i a l m^rks o f d e r a i l m e n t I n d i c a t e d tha t a 
second p a i r o f w h e e l s had becoma d e r a i l e d . These w h e e l s 
c o n t i n u e d i n l i n e w i t h t r a t r ^ c k to the cas t s w i t c h o f the 
f a c i n g - p o i n t c r o s s o v e r a t the i n t e r l o c k i n g . Tne d e r a i l e d 
w h e e l s were d e f l e c t e d to the l o f t a t t h i s ' t u r n o u t , and the 
g e n e r a l d e r a i l m e n t o c c u r r e d 55 f e e t *-cst o f t h e s w i t c h . 
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Examina t ion o f tne equipment a f t e r t he a c c i d e n t d i s ­
c l o s e d t n a t t h e l e f t f r o n t j o u r n a l o f the r e a r t ruck o f 
C M , S t . ? „ & P . 494, the f i f t h c a r , had broken and the s tub 
o f t he j o u r n a l had bee-n i n c o n t a c t ^rith p a r t s o f the j o u r n a l 
b o x . The s t u b o f the j o u r n a l had then r c r k e d f r e e o f the 
box and the trucks had dropped s u f f i c i e n t l y to b r i n g the t r u c k 
e q u a l i s e r i n c o n t a c t T r i t h t h e t r a c k s t r u c t u r e o u t s i d e the 
south r a i l . A f t e r the f r a c t u r e o c c u r r e d tho c o n c e n t r a t i o n 
o f ve . igh t upon tne companion Journal had caused the r i g h t 
" n c e l to a c t as a fu lc rum and t h e l e f t ^ h e e l T^as r a i s e d a b o v e 
the r a i l . As a r e s u l t , tho r i g h t ivhocl dropped i n s i d e tne 
n o r t h r a i l , and soon a f t e r w a r d the t ruck s i e v e d i n such mrnncr 
t ha t tho r e a r v h c c l s became d e r a i l e d . T'*hcn t h o f a i l e d 
Journal was cxa-ninod i m p i o d l a t c l y a f t e r t he a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d 
i t v a s c o o l , and tho Journal box and b e a r i n g s i o ^ o d no 
i n d i c a t i o n s o f h a v i n g been o v e r h e a t e d . The b e a r i n g components 
were unbroken. They ^nrc v e i l l u b r i c a t e d * There v~s o i l i n 
tne j o u r n a l box , and o i l " "s s p i l l e d on t h e ground a d j a c e n t 
to the box a t the p o l i t v h c r e tho t ruck s t o p p e d . 

The t u b u l a r a x l e i n v o l v e d r v n u f r c t u r r d by the 
Standard F o r p i n g Company ^t I n d i a n a Harbor , . , -en Ju ly 
16, 1946, The h e a t number v ^ s 240?5 , 

The Journal ^rs cnuip-ocd T *l tn a d ^ u b l o - c c n e t v ^ - r o ^ 
r o l l e r b e a r i n g l u b r i c a t e d by o i l . Tne b e a r i n g had been 
p r e s s e d on the j o u r n a l a t PC tons p r e s s u r e , The j o u r n a l 
t T e s b roken v e r t i c a l l y a t t he base a f the f i l l e t . ^ x n m i m t i o n 
o f the f r : c t u r e f ° c e d i s c l o s e d t h e t the f r a c t u r e had p r o ­
g r e s s ^ tnrou^h a p p r o x i r ^ t ^ l y 75 p e r c e n t e f t h e c r o s s - s e c t i o n a l 
a r e a b e f o r e u l t i m a t e f a l l u r o o c c u r r e d , ' H c v y d i s c o l o r a t i o n 
o f a p c r t i o n o f the f r e c t u r e i n d i c a t e d t h - t t h e o r i g i n a l 
f r a c t u r e ri"d p r o g r e s s e d ta a d e o t h o f about 3 /8 i n c h b e f o r e 
p r o g r e s s i n g r a p i d l y , t o the r j c i . i t i t . ^ V i i e h f a i l u r e o c c u r r e d . 
The f a i l u r e o f * t h i s ^ x l c a p p a r e n t l y i r i g i n a t o o * i n t . e l 
x r . e s l o c a t e d i n the f i l l e t be tween t h c ^ j o u r n e l ~nd the 
dust euard s c a t . A p p e r e n t l y t h e s e t--ol marks TZTZ s u i ^ i c l e n t 
to i c t as s t r e s s c o n c e n t r a t i o n p a i n t s f o r h i g h shock s t r e s s e s 
tha t e v i c i e i t l y had o c c u r r e d a t s r i e t ime and v h i c h e v e n t u a l l y 
caused c i r c u m f e r e n t i a l c r acks t^ d e v e l o p ~nd p r " c r e s s thrv*ufer­
ti le a x l e . M-rkir.£3 the a x l e i n d i c t e d t ha t i t had r e c e i v e d 
magne t i c p - r t i c l o t : a t s in F e b r u a r y , 1948; C c t ~ b e r , 1949, 
J u l y , 1950, Feb rua ry , 1951, -uid J u l y , 195c , Na r o f - c t i v c 
c o n d i t i o n T.v s r-vund a t tne t ime ~ f these t e s t s . H c c r d s -f 
th^ e ° r r i c r d i s c l o s e d tha t the i x l o vac ^ n p l i e d t~ the car 
e t tne c a r r i e r ' s Western Avenue C ^ c h Y - r d , C h i c a g o , 1 1 1 , , 
December 6, 1554. A t t n i s t i m e the oc r r ing, v " S i n s p e c t e d 
end tho l a t e r a l c l e a r a n c e a d j u s t e d . The a i l l e v e l v ^ s l ^ s t 
i n s p e c t e d a t t h i s r> i n t -n Feb rua ry 12 , I S 5 5 . 
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A c c o r d i n g to tne r e o o r t of the e n g i n e e r of t e s t s o f the 
c a r r i e r , a c h e m i c a l a n a l y s i s of the f a i l e d a x l e d i s c l o s e d 
tha t the chemica l c o m p o s i t i o n was i n acco rdance w i t h the 
c a r r i e r ' s s p e c i f i c a t i o n s . The p h y s i c a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f 
the m a t e r i a l were t e s t e d "nd wore found to be " i t h i n the" 
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s o f the c a r r i e r i n a l l r e s p e c t s . 

The equipment of " o . 17 was i n s p e c t e d by members o f 
the m e c h n ^ l c a l force o f the- c a r r i e r at the Western Avenue 
Coach Yard on Februa ry I S , 1355, a f t e r i t had a r r i v e d a t 
Chicago i n an c \ s t -bound train, No d e f e c t i v e c o n d i t i o n v ^ s 
f c i d . The equipment was again i n s p e c t e d by a car i n s p e c t o r 
i m m e d i a t e l y p r i o r to the d e p a r t u r e of the t r ° i n from Chicago 
Union S t a t i o n a t 1 1 ; 15 p . m., and no e x c e p t i o n s ware t- 'kon. 
The e n g i n e e r and the f i r e m a n s a i d tha t thi y m^dc f r c a u e n t 
o b s e r v a t i o n s o f t h e equipment on r ^u t e ^nd they o b s e r v e d n~< 
d e f e c t i v e c o n d i t i o n . The f l y m a n s a i d t ha t t k~ rc ' ^ s n." 
i n d i c a t i o n o f a d e f e c t i v e c o n d i t i o n "hen he o b s e r v e d the 
equipment f r^m the r r r c f the t r n i n a t a p ^ m t -^"O'or^xi-
matc ly 24 m i l e s wes t - f C h i c a - - , V i s i b i l i t y v s m a t e r i a l l y 
r e s t r i c t e d by sn^w ~nd sto^m b l ' w i n g a l o n g t h r runnier; c ;~ r 
o f the cars - , d e f e c t i v e c o n d i t i o n ^ s ' ^ b s c r v c a T ^ y 7 ah 
a p c r a t ^ r and a c n r t ^ s m c t o r TTr_~ i n s p e c t e d the c r u i p n e n t as 
the t r ^ i n pa s sed R-nd^ut ah-u t £ minutes b e f o r e the a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d . 

C°usc 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was c us d̂ by a b r ^ e n j o u r n a l . 

Da t°o a t ' ' ^ s h i n g t c n , 
c-.y r-f A p r i l , 1955, 

D, C t h i s f o u r t h 

By the C^mmission, C^mmiRs igner C l a r k e , 

(SEAL) HAROLD D. VcCOY, 

S e c r e t a r y . 

file:///st-bound

