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Date: 

Railroad; 
Looatlon; 
Kind of aooldent: 
Equipment involved: 
Train number; 
Locomotive number: 

Consist: 
Speeds; 

Operation: 

Tracks: 

Highway: 

Weather: 
Time: 
Casualties: 
Cause: 

May 3, 195 6 

Chicago, Milwaukee, S t . Paul and Pacific 
Mauston, Via. 
Collision 
Passenger train 
3 

Dl e a el - el e c tr I o 
units 105C, 105B, 
and 101A 

10 cars 
68 m. p. h. 

Motor-truck 

: 8-10 m. p. h. 
Timetable, train orders, and 
automatic block-signal and 
cab-elgnal system 

Double; tangent; 0.14 percent 
ascending grade westward 
Tangent; crosses track at angle of 
90*; 1.00 percent descending grade 
northward 

Drizzling 
4:07 p. m. 
1 killed; 3 injured 
Motorstruck occupying rail-highway 
grade crossing Immediately in front 
of approaching train 

SUMMARY 
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT NO. 3669 

I N THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910. 

CHICAGO, MILWAUKEE, ST. PAUL AMD PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY 

June 28 , 1956 

A c c i d e n t a t Mauston, W i s . , on May 3, 1956, caused by a 
m o t o r - t r u c k o c c u p y i n g a r a i l - h i g h w a y g r a d e c r o s s i n g 
i m m e d i a t e l y I n f r o n t o f an a p p r o a c h i n g t r a i n . 

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

CLARKE, Commiss ioner : 

On May 3, 1956, t h e r e was a c o l l i s i o n b e t w e e n a p a s s e n 
g e r t r a i n on the C h i c a g o , M i l w a u k e e , S t . P a u l and P a c i f i c 
R a i l r o a d and a m o t o r - t r u c k a t a r a i l - h i g h w n y g r a d e c r o s s i n g 
a t Mauston, W i s , , w h i c h r e s u l t e d I n t h e d e a t h o f one t r a i n -
s e r v i c e e m p l o y e e , and t h e I n j u r y o f t h e d r i v e r o f the m o t o r 
t r u c k , one t r a i n - s e r v i c e e m p l o y e e , end one e m p l o y e e n o t on 
d u t y . 

1 
Under a u t h o r i t y o f s e c t i o n 17 ( 2 ) o f the I n t e r s t a t e Com

merce A c t t h e a b o v e - e n t i t l e d p r o c e e d i n g was r e f e r r e d by t h e 
Commission t o Commiss ioner C l a r k e f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n and 
d i s p o s i t i o n . 
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Loca t ion of Acc iden t and Method of Operat ion 

Thla acc ident occurred on that pa r t o f the La Crosse 
and River D i v i s i o n extending between Por tage and La Crosse, 
Wis,, 102.9 m i l e s . In the v i c i n i t y of the p o i n t of acc iden t 
t h i s i s a double- t rack l i n e , over which t r a ins moving wi th 
the current of t r a f f i c are operated by t ime tab le , t r a i n 
o rders , and an automat ic-block and cab-s igna l system. The 
acc iden t occurred on the westward main track at a p o i n t 
36.1 mi les west of Po r t age and 975 f e e t west o f the s t a t i o n 
at Mauston, "here the r a i l r o a d 1 B crossed a t gra.de by Wis
consin S ta te Highway No. 82. Prom the east there i s a 1° 
curve to the r l g n t 1,373 f e e t In l eng th and a tangent 2,319 
feet to the p o i n t of acc iden t and 374 f e e t westward. The 
grade i s 0.14 pe rcen t ascending westward a t the o o l n t of 
accident. 

Wisconsin S ta te Highway No* 82 i s tangent throughout 
a d i s t ance o f seve ra l hundred f e e t on each s ide of the c r o s s 
i n g . It I n t e r s e c t s the r a i l r o a d at an pngle o f 9 0 ° . It Is 
surfaced w i th bituminous ma te r i a l to a width o f 40 f e e t 6 
inches between curb l i n e s . The area between the r a i l s and 
o u t s i d e each r a i l a t the c ross ing i s surfaced w i t h plank, 
and the area between the t racks i s surfaced w i th bituminous 
ma te r i a l to the l e v e l o f the tops o f the r a i l s . The grade 
for north-bound v e h i c l e s i s 1.00 percen t descending through
out a d i s t ance o f s e v e r a l hundred f e e t immediately south of 
the c r o s s i n g . 

A c i r c u l a r r a i l r o a d - c r e a s i n g advance-warning s ign I s 
l o c a t e d 23 f e e t east o f the c e n t e r - l i n e o f the highway and 
308 f e e t south o f the c e n t e r - l i n e o f the westward main t r a c k . 
This s ign I s 50 inches in diameter and i s mounted on a mast 
approximate ly 6 f e e t above the l e v e l o f the highway. It 
bears two d iagona l l i n e s i n t e r s e c t i n g at r i g h t ang les and 
the l e t t e r s "RR" in b l ack on a y e l l o w background. A r a i l r o a d -
c ross ing s igna l o f the f l a s h i n g - l i g h t type i s l o c a t e d 22 f e e t 
eas t o f the highway and 23 f e e t 6 Inches south o f the c e n t e r -
l i n e o f the westward main t r ack . This s i g n a l cons i s t s o f a 
standard cross buck mounted on a mast approximate ly 10 f e e t 
4 inches above the l e v e l of the highway. The cross buck 
bears the words "RAILROAD CROSSING"" i n whi te r e f l e c t o r i z e d 
l e t t e r s on a b lack background. Two hooded red lamps a re 
mounted back- to-back a t each end o f a b racket which i s a t 
tached to the same mast a t a p o i n t approximately 8 f e e t 
above the l e v e l o f the s t r e e t . These l i g h t s a re spaced 
30 inches c e n t e r - t o - c e n t e r . An oc tagonal s ign which beers 
the word 11 STOP" In whi t e l e t t e r s on a black background is 
l o c a t e d Immediately below the l i g h t s . A r e f l e c t o r i z e d s ign 
bea r ing the numeral "2 1 1 and the word "TRACKS" i n whi te on 
a b lack background l a mounted on the same mast Immediately 
below t h i s s i g n . Tne warning aspect i s d i s p l a y e d by the 

http://gra.de
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alternate illumination of the lampa and the rotation of 
the octagonal sign so that the word 11 STOP" is displayed 
In the direction of approaching highway traffic. This 
aspect Is displayed when a west-bound train occupies any 
portion of the westward main track throughout a distance 
of 3,018 feet Immediately east of the crossing or when an 
east-bound train occupies any portion of the eastward main 
track throughout a distance of 3,723 feet immediately west 
of the crossing. A similar signal is located in the north
west angle of the intersection. A crossing-whistle sign 
for west-bound trains la located 4,542 feet east of the 
crossing. 

This carrier's operating rules read in part as follows: 
14. ENGINE WHISTLE SIGNALS. 
# * # 

Tne signals are Illustrated by "o H for snort' sounds; 
"—" for longer sounds. * * * 

In sounding signal 14 (1) for public crossings, the 
first of the long sounds must be started at such a point 
that the signal will be completed by ending the last 
sound Immediately after passing over the crossing, pro
longing it if necessary. * * * 

Sound Indication 
* * * 

(l) — — o — Approaching public crossing 
at grade, * * *, 

« # # 

17(0). On * * * diesei-electrlc * * * trains when 
full power headlight is not required it must be burning 
dim during daylight hours * * *. 

30. The engine bell must be rung when an engine Is 
* * * approaohing and passing public crossings at grade, 
* * # 
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M o t o r v e h i c l e l a v s o f the S t a t e o f W i s c o n s i n r e a d I n 
p a r t a s f o l l o w s ; 

8 5 , 9 2 Stop a t r a i l r o a d c r o s s i n g s , ( l ) No o p e r a t o r 
of a v e h i c l e s h a l l d r i v e on o r a c r o s s a g r a d e c r o s s i n g 
w i t h the main l i n e t r a c k o f any r a i l r o a d * * * " h i l e 
any w a r n i n g d e v i c e s i g n a l s to s t o p , e x c e p t t h a t i n t h e 
l a t t e r ca se a f t e r s top and i n v e s t i g a t i o n f i n d s t h a t 
no t r a i n o r c a r i s a p p r o a c h i n g he may p r o c e e d * i J 

The maximum a u t h o r i z e d speed f o r p a s s e n g e r t r a i n s i n 
t h e v i c i n i t y of t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t i s 90 m i l e s p e r h o u r . 

D e s c r i p t i o n of A c c i d e n t 

N o , 3 , a wes t -bound f i r s t - c l a s s p a s s e n g e r t r a i n , c o n 
s i s t e d of D l e s e l - e l e c t r l c u n i t s 105C, 105B, and 101A, c o u p l e d 
i n m u l t i p l e - u n i t c o n t r o l , one e x p r e s s ca r , f i v e c o a c h e s , one 
dome c a r , one d i n i n g c a r , one p a r l o r c a r , and o n e p a r l o r -
o b s e r v a t i o n c a r , I n t h e o r d e r named. A l l c a r s w e r e o f a l l -
s t e e l c o n s t r u c t i o n . T h i s t r a i n d e p a r t e d f rom P o r t a g e a t 
3 :38 p . m. , 2 minu tes l a t e , pas sed t h e s t a t i o n a t Mauston 
at 4 :07 p . m. , 4 minu tes l a t e , and w h i l e movinr; a t a TOend 
of 88 m i l e s p e r hour , as i n d i c a t e d by the t a p e o f t h e t p e e d -
r e c o r d l n g d e v i c e , I t s t r u c k r m o t o r - t r u c k a t a r ^ i l - h l ^ h w a y 
c r o s s i n g 975 f e e t ^ e s t o f the s t a t i o n a t Mauston, iThere t h e 
r a i l r o a d i s c r o s s e d a t g r a d e by W i s c o n s i n S t a t e Highway N o . 8 ? . 

The v e h i c l e I n v o l v e d was a 1955 I n t e r n a t i o n a l dumo 
t r u c k owned b y A r t O v e r g u a r d , S l r o y , W i s . I t was eau l imed 
w i t h dua l w h e e l s and t i r e s a t t h e r e a r . I t b o r e W i s c o n s i n 
l i c e n s e X - D - 1 6 9 - 4 - 2 . A t the t i m e o f the a c c i d e n t t h e d r i v e r , 
who h e l d W i s c o n s i n d r i v e r ' s l i c e n s e N o . 377295, was the s o l e 
o c c u p a n t . T h i s v e h i c l e was mov ing nor thward on W i s c o n s i n 
S t a t e Highway N o . 82 a t an e s t i m a t e d speed o f 8 to 10 m i l e s 
p e r hour when I t e n t e r e d upon the c r o s s i n g and wu .s s t r u c k 
by N o . 3 , A t the t i m e o f the a c c i d e n t t h e c a r g o o f t h e 
m o t o r - t r u c k c o n s i s t e d o f 7 c u b i c y a r d s o f c rushed r o c k . 

No equipment o f N o , 3 was d e r a i l e d . The t r a i n s t o p p e d 
w i t h the f r o n t o f the l o c o m o t i v e 4 , 2 9 0 f e e t w e s t o f the 
p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . The m o t o r - t r u c k was s t r u c k nea r t h e 
c e n t e r o f t h e body and was d e m o l i s h e d . I t s t o p p e d I n t h e 
n o r t h w e s t a n g l e o f t h e i n t e r s e c t i o n . When t h e Impac t o c 
c u r r e d t h e d o o r a t t h e f r o n t end o f t h e f i r s t D l e s e l - e l e c t r l c 
u n i t o f N o . 3 i r a s f o r c e d i n w a r d . Crushed rock e n t e r e d t h e 
f r o n t compartment t h rough t h i s o p e n i n g w i t h s u f f i c i e n t f o r c e 
to d i s l o d g e the d o o r b e t w e e n t h i s compartment and t h e c o n 
t r o l compar tment , and a c o n s i d e r a b l e amount o f t h e c rushed 
r o c k waj d e p o s i t e d I n t h e c o n t r o l compar tment . 
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The fireman of N o . 3 ras k i l l e d . The engineer and one 
employee not on duty who ^as on the locomot ive o f N o . 3 were 
i n j u r e d . 

I t was d r i z z l i n g a t the time o f the acc iden t , which 
occurred at 4:07 p . m. 

During the 30-day p e r i o d p reced ing the day o f the 
acc iden t the average d a i l y movement over the c ross ing was 
23.1 t r a i n s . During the 24-hour p e r i o d beginning a t 12:01 
a. m., May 9, 1956, 1,753 automobiles , 10 buses, 602 t rucks, 
and 5 o ther v e h i c l e s passed ove r the c ros s ing . 

Di scusslon 

As No. 3 was approaching the p o i n t where the acc iden t 
occurred the enginemen and a t r a i n d ispa tcher not on duty 
were mainta in ing e lookout ahead from the con t ro l compart
ment a t the f ron t o f the f i r s t D l e s e l - e l e c t r l c un i t . The 
members o f the t r a i n crew were i n the cars of the t r a i n . 
The speed was 88 m i l e s per hour. The brakes o f the t r a i n 
had been t e s t ed and had funct ioned p r o p e r l y when used en 
r o u t e . The engineer said that the h e a d l i g h t was l i g h t e d 
b r i g h t l y and that the o s c i l l a t i n g head l igh t a l so was l i g h t e d . 
He said that the g rade -c ross ing w h i s t l e s igna l was sounded 
f o r s e v e r a l grade c ross ings east o f Wisconsin S ta te Highway 
No. 82 and that the s igna l wee pro longed u n t i l the acc ident 
occur red . The l o c o m o t i v e b e l l was r i n g i n g during th i s t ime. 
No. 3 passed No. 58, an east-bound passenger t r a i n c o n s i s t 
i n g of a d l e s e l - e l e c t r l c l ocomot ive and s i x cars , a short 
d i s t ance eas t of Wisconsin S ta te Highway No. 82, The e n g i 
neer o f No. 3 said that a f t e r the rea r end o f No. 58 passed 
the c ro s s ing he saw the motor- truck en te r ing the c ross ing . 
He thought that a t t h i s time h i s l ocomot ive was about 150 
f e e t eas t o f the c r o s s i n g . When he saw that the truck was 
en t e r ing the c ross ing he immediately made an emergency a p p l i 
c a t i o n o f the brakes . The c o l l i s i o n occurred be fo re the 
speed of the t r a i n had been reduced. 

A statement from the d r i v e r o f the mo to r - t ruck was not 
ob ta ined during t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n . Several wi tnesses to 
the acc iden t said that the warning s igna l s a t the c ross ing 
were i n ope ra t i on as No. 58 approached, and that they con
tinued to opera te u n t i l the acc iden t occurred . They said 
that the engineer of No. 3 was sounding the g rade -c ros s ing 
w h i s t l e s i g n a l as the t r a i n approached the c r o s s i n g . One 
wi tness who was behind the truck said that the truck was 
30 o r 40 f e e t south o f the c ross ing when the r ea r end o f 
No. 58 passed . He said that the truck was moving s lowly 
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and that i t entered the c ross ing without s topping almost 
immediately a f t e r No. 58 passed. Other wi tnesses thought 
that the truck stopped as No. 58 was passing, and was then 
d r i v e n upon the c r o s s i n g . 

The s igna l maintalner said that he had l e s t inspected 
the warning s igna l s a t the c ross ing about 10 a. m. on the 
day o f the a c c i d e n t . The s igna l s operated p r o p e r l y a t tha t 
t ime . He a r r i v e d a t the scene o f the acc iden t about 20 
minutes a f t e r the acc iden t occurred and found that the s i g 
nal in the southeast ang le o f the i n t e r s e c t i o n opera ted 
p r o p e r l y . The s i g n a l in the northwest ang le o f the i n t e r 
s e c t i o n was demolished i n the a c c i d e n t . 

As a v e h i c l e approaches the c ross ing from the south, 
the d r i v e r ' s v i ew of an approaching west-bound t r a i n i s 
obs t ruc ted by b u i l d i n g s I n the southeast angle o f the i n t e r 
s e c t i o n . From p o i n t s 40 f e e t , 30 f e e t , 20 f e e t , and 10 f e e t , 
r e s p e c t i v e l y , south o f the c ross ing , the d r i v e r o f a v e h i c l e 
can ob t a in a v i ew of a west-bound t r a i n a t p o i n t s 226 f e e t , 
425 f e e t , 960 f e e t , and 5,000 f e e t , r e s p e c t i v e l y , east o f 
the c r o s s i n g . 

Cause. 

This acc iden t was caused by a motor-truck occupying 
a r a i l - h i g h w a y grade c ross ing immediately i n f r o n t of an 
approaching t r a i n . 

Dated at Washington, D. C , t h i s twen ty -e igh th 
day o f Jane, 1956. 

By the Commission, Commissioner G i e r k e . 

( S E A L ) HAROLD D. McCOY, 

S e c r e t a r y . 


