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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

INVESTIGATION NO. 2737

TEE CHICAGO, MILWAUXEE, ST. FPAUL AND PACIFIC
RATLROAD COMPALY ’

REPORT IN RE ACCIDENT
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Railroad:

Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:
Trains involved:
Train numbers:
Engine numbers:
Consist:

Speed:

Operation:

Track:

Weatner:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:

SUMMARY

Inv-2737

Cnicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul

and Pagcific
November 2, 1943

Red Wing, Minn.

Rear-end collision

Freignt

Extra 618 West
818

83 cars, caboose
Standing

Timetable, train
matic block and

Freignt

83

203-341

84 cars, caboose

6 m. p. n.

orders and auto-
cab-signal system

Double; 2°40' curve; 0.31 percent
descending grade westward

Hazy
6:50 a. m.

1 killed

Failure properly to control speed
of following train moving on siding
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INTERSTATE COifiiZRCE COilIIISSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 2787

IM THE IATTER OF UAKINMG ACCIDEI'T INVESTICATION REPORTS
UlIDER THE ACCIDEMT REFPCRTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

THE CHICAGO, MILWAUKEE, ST. PAUL AND FACIFIC
RATLROAD COMFANY

November 29, 1943.

Accident at Red Wing, Minn., on November 2, 1943, caused
oy Tailure properly to control tane speed of tne fol-
lowiag, train meving on eiding.

1
OF THE COMIITSSION

1]
=]
3
(@]
jwe)
3

-
r

PATTIRECR, Commigsioner:

Cn November 2, 1943, taere was e rear-end colligion
between twvo freignt traine on the Cnicego, Milwaukee,
St. Pavl and Pacific Railroad at Red “lﬂb, Minn., windc
resulted in tne deatn of one employee.

lUnder autnority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act tne above-entitled vnroceeding wag referred by the
Commission to Commlesioner FPatterson for consideration and
dispositicn.
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La Crosse, Wis. '
59.7 mi. *

Wabasha, finn, l
294 ma,

Red Wing (P.of A.) ]
21.6 mi. ‘

St. Croix Tower, Minn,;

Point of i;
accidentt
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Siding”\ ) L e
' Westward main track4 Y on
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Red Wing, i

November 2, "1,3
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Location of Accident and Metiiod of Operation

Tnis accident occurred on tnaet part of the La Crosse and
River Divieion designated as tne First Subdivislon and extending

between La Crosse, Wis., 2nd 8t. Croix Tower, Minn., 110.7 miles.

In tne vicinity of the point of accident tnis was a double-track
line over vnicn trains were operated by timetavle, train orders
and en automatic block and cab-signal system. At Red “ing,
Minn., a siding 4,896 feet in length paralleled tne westward
main track on the nortn. Tne east switcn of tnis siding was
5,691 feet east of the station. The accident occurred on the
51dlnb 1,022 feet west of tne east siding-switch. From the east
tnere were, in succession, a 3°30' curve to thne rignt 1,119 feet
in lengta, a tangent 388 feet and a 2°40' curve to tne left
1,062 feet to this point and 1,186 feet beyond. Tne grade for
nest bound trains was 0.31 percent descending.

DEFINITIONS.
W

Restricted Speed.- Proceed prepared to stop
snort of train, obstruction, or anything that may
require tne speed of a train to be reduced.

¥ % %
Overating rules reed in part as follows:

105. Unless otnerwlse »rovided, ftrains using a
siding must proceed at restricted gsveed.

¥ o% %

Description of Accident

Extre 618 West, a west-bound freignt train consisting of
engine 618, 83 cars and a caboose, stopved into clear on the
siding at Red Wing about 5:45 a. m., with the rear end standing
1,022 feet west of tue east siding-switcn. About 1 nour 5
minutes later tne rear end was struck by No. 83.

No. 83, a west-bound second-class freignt train, consist-
ing of engines 203 and 341, 84 cars and a caboose, in the order
named, passed Yabasna, 29.4 miles east of Red ™ing and the last
open office east of Red Wing, at 5:07 a. m., 4 hours 27 minutes
late, entered tne east siding-switch at Red Wing and wnile mov-
ing on the siding at an estimated speed of 6 miles per nour it
collided with tne reasr end of Extra 618 West.

The caboose and the reer four cars of Extra 618 were de-
railed and considerably damaged. The first engine of No. 83
was dereiled to tne north and stopped, considerably damaged,
uprignt and in line with the siding, with its front end 210 feet
west of thne point of collision.

It was nazy st tne time of the accident, wnicn occurred
about 6:50 a. m.

The flagnan of Extra 618 West was killed.
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Digcussion

Tne rules governlng operation on tnis line provide tnat a

“train moving on a siding must be operated at restricted- speed

and be prepared to ston snort of a train or an obstruction.

Extra 618 Weet stopped into clear on the siding at 3ed i
about 5:45 a. m., witn the caboose standing 1,022 féet west of
tne east siding-switch. About 1 hour 5 minutes later, wnen io.
83 was entering the siding at the east switcen to clear for To.
1, a west-bound first-class train, it struck the rear end of
Extra 618 “est. Under thne rules, the speed of FNo. 85 was re-
quired to be so controlled that 1t could be stopped snort of a
train or an ohstruction.

Tne first tne conductor, tne front brakeman and tne engine-
men of Extra 618 knew of anytning being wrong was wnen the acci-
dent occurred. Tne conductor said the marker lamps on tne
caboose were lignted wnen he last examined them ebout 2 nours
prior to tne accident. It could not be determined wnen tne flag-
man first became aware of anytning being wrong, 2s ne was killed
in tne accident.

Jusgt before No. 83 started to enter tne siding tne engineer
of the first engine warned nis firemen thatl tne siding might be
occupled by cars. Tne members of tne crew said that after
tneir train entered tne siding tne speed was not in excess of
6 miles per nour. Tne engineer of eacn engine, and tne con-
ductor, viio was in the rignt gide of tne cab of tne first engine,
were unable to see tne treck anead btecause tne track curvqture
was to tne left. The fireman of thne first engine and tne front
brakeman, wno was seated benind tne fireman on tne left side of
tne engine, sald they were maintaining a lockout anead part of
tne time, but did not see Extra 618 at any time prior to the
collision. There was no condition about the first engine that
obscured visibility anead. Tne fireman of the second engilne
sald tnet nis view of the track anead was obscured by smoke.

Tne engineer of tne firet engine moved tne brake valve To ecier-
gency position immediately after the collision occurred. Tne
railroad expericence of tne firemen and tne front brakeman of
tne following train ranged only from 4 months to 15 days.

Cause

It is found that thig accident was cauced by failure nrover-
ly to control the speed of tne following train moving on siding.

Dated at “asnington, D. C., tnls twenty-nintn .
day of November, 1943.

By the Commission, Commi ssioner Patterson.
W, P. SARTEL,

( SEAL)
' Secgretary.



