INTERSTATE COlIMZRCE COMIIISSION
WASHINGTOI

INVESTIGATICON NO. 3125

CHICAGO, MILWAUKXEE, ST. PAUL AWD
PACIFIC RATILROAD CCQMPAIY

REPORT IN RE ACCIDINT
AT NEY RELIANCE, WASH., ON
AUGUST 30, 1547




Railroad:

Davce:

Location:

Kind of accident:
Trains involved:
Train numbers:
Engine numbers:
Consists:
Estimated speeds:

Cperation:

Track:

Weather:
Time:
Cacvalties:

Cause:
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE CCOMMISSION

INVESTIGATION 0. 3125

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UI'DER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF IPAY 6, 1910,

. CHICAGO, VIL”ALYEE ST. PAUL AI'D
PACIFIC LROAD COMPANY

October 7, 1947

Accident at New Reliance, Wash., on Aucust 30, 1947,
caused by failure nroperly to control the
speed of the folloring train moving vithin
yarc limits.

1
REPORT OF THE CCMMISSIOI

PA TT=RSON, Commissioner:

On August 30, 1947, there was a rear—end coillsion
between two freight trains on the Chicago, liilvaukee,
St. Pavl and Pacific Railroad at Ne'r Reliance, Tash.,
which resultved in the death of one employee, and the
injury of one employee.

1
Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstatc Com-
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by the
Commission to Commigsioner Patbtcison for consideration and
‘/‘ disposition.
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Location of Acgident and Method of Gperation

This accident occurred on that part of the Coact
Division extending hetween Taooma and llorton, Vash.,
64.5 miles, a single-track line. In the v1ntnity of the
point of ac¢cident trains are operated by timetable and
train orders. There is no vleock system in use. The
accldent occurred within yvard limite on the main track
at New Reliance, 39.5 miles vest of Tacoma, at a poing
1,06 miles west of the east advance yard-~limit sion, ,
526 Tfee®t west of the east yardé-limit sign and 3,510 fent

eagt.of .the station. From the east tlhere are, in suc-
eeselon, a tangent 1,089 feet in lenzth, an 8° cunve to
the rig nt 1,125 fcet a tangent 201 Teet and a 6° curve -
to the le;t 1,185. fwet to the pnint of accident and

463 Teet westward The grade for vest-bound traing
varies between 0.10 perceﬁu and 1.70 percent ascending
throughcut a distence ‘of 2.06 miierg immediately cast of

the peint of accident, vhere 1% is 1.46 psrcent ascending,
Tris carrier's operating ruiss ead in part as follows:
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Fixed Signal.--& signal of fixed location
indicating a conditinn affecting the movement
of a train or encine,

dJote.~-The derinition of a "Fixeod Signal'
covers such signals ac * * ¥ vaod 1init signs,
¥ o s ’

%% %

Resgtricted Speed.--Procced nrecared to stop
short of ¢rain, obstructinn, or anything that may
require the sgpecd of a train to be reduced.

c3. W%

Vithin yard limits thc nain track may be uscd
without’ protecting against cenond n¢ inTerior
class, extra treins and engines

Witkin yard 1limits second and inferior classc,
extra trains and engines must move at restricted
yoXs}
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eseription, of Accident

Extra 54 West, a vest-bound freight trai:d, consisted
of engine 54, 100 cars and a ccboose. Beeause the tonnage
of this train was in excrss of the reted tonnage for the ;}.
engine on the agcending grade wecstiard ¥rom Eatonville .
Juaction, the last opcn office , 7.9 mileo east of New
Reliance, the enginec and the first 42 cars departed from
Eatonville Junction at 2:23 a. m., end on arrival at New
Reliance the cars were lelft on the main track betwcen the
slding suitckes. The engine returned to Eatonville Junctinn,
then departed westvard from that DOlht ateout Z:45 a., m, with
the rear portﬂon of the %rain, and stopped about 4:32 a, m,
on the main track ot Ner Rellance, vith the ceboose stonding
326 fect west of the east yard-limit sign. About 11 mlinutes
later, while the front portion of the train vas being coupled
to the rear portion, the caboose was struck by Extra 856 Vest.

xtra 56 West, a west-bound freizht trnain, consisting
of engine 56, &2 cars and a caboose, stopped on the ascend-
ing grade at a point about 4.5 mileg ezst of rLatounville
Junction. Then the front portion of the train, consistling
of the engine and 42 cars, proceszded westward, ceparted
from Eatonville Junction &t 4:13 a, m., and vas moving at
an estinated speed of 15 miles per hour when it collided
with Extra 54 West,

4 Wegt and the Tive cars immed-
were dereiled 2nd badly damaged,

Tiie tabooge of Ix 5
ca e
t wos notv dercilsd, and it stopped
t
e

iately al.ead of the c .
The engine of Exztra 5€ Ves
with the front end 124 fee
The front end of the encin

west of the point of collision.
g gotlewhat Gaaaged.

The flagman of Extra 54 Vest vas xilled, ond the
conductor of this train wvas injurecd.

The weather vas clear and 2% wes dark at the time of
the aceident, vhich oceourred ckhout 4:43 a, m.

Extre. B4 YWest and

Because the tonnage of the f
ed tonmnage for the
te
o)

cens
Extra 56 West was in excess of the v
engines on the ascending crade in th rr;tor3 involved,
each train vas being opercted in two noriicas. Thc fron’t .
and rear porticns of Extra 54 Weet -rore Leing coupled on
fne main track within yvard limits o% low Relirnce when the
recr cend of this troin was struck by the front portion of
Extra 56 West, which consisted of *hc engine and 42 cars,
at 2 point 526 feet west of the east yard-limlt sign.
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When the collision occurred, the conductor and the
flagman of Extra 54 West trere in the caboose. The marker
lamps on the caboose were lizhted and displayed red to
the rear, The conductor said that vhen lLe first saw the
reflection of the headlight of Extra 56 West the engine
of that train ras about 200 feet distant, and he called a
wvarning to the flagman, but the collision occurred before
they could jump from the caboose. The flagman was killed.

The engiaemen of Extra 56 West said that as the engine
was anvroccning the east yard-limit sign the speed was
about 15 miles per hour, and the headlight was lighted
brightly. Tie enginemen viere maintaining a lookout ahead
from thelr usual positions, the front brakeman was seated
behind the fireman and the swing braikeman was on the deck
of the engine. The conductor and the llagman were on the
rear portlon of the train, which was standing about 12
miles east of lew Recliance. Because of an embankment on
the inside of the curve to the left on wvhich the accident
occurred, the view of the track ahead from the 1left side
of the engine 1vas restricted to a distance of about 600
Teet. The enginemen first saw the lighted marker lamps
of the preceding train about 100 feet distant, then the
engineer moved the brake valve to emergency position, but
This action was not taken soon enough to prevent the
collision. Thre brakes of thig train nad been tested and had
functioned properly en route.

The accident occurred within yard Jlimits, and, under
the rules, Extra 56 West was required to be operated in
such manner that 1t could be stopved short of a train or
an obstruction.

Cause
It is found thet this accident was caused by feilure
nroperly %o control the speed of the following train moving

within vard limits.

Dated at Washington, D. C., this seventh |
)

day of October, 1947. :

3y the Commission, Commigsioner Patterson.

( SEAL) W. P. BARTZL,

Secretary.



