INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISEION
WASHINGTON

REPORT NO. 3386

CHICAGO, MILWAUXEE, ST. PAUL AND PACIFIC
RATILROAD COMPANY

IN RE ACCIDENT
NEAR LYONS, IOWA, ON
JANUARY 18, 1951




Dote:

Rallroad:

Location:

Xinéd of accident:
Trains involved:
Traln numbers:

Enrine numbers:

Conelsts:
Estimstaed apecds:
Operation:

Track:

Weather:
Time:
Cagualties:

Cauvge:

[

Lo A

SUAMARY

Janusry 18, 1981

Chicapn, Milwsubee,
Pacifioc

Lyons, Iowa
hend-end ~clllsion
Frelrtt

JED

47¢

(SN

3 cara, ¢abodd=

Report o,

(o
Cl
(s
)]

S5t, Faul s=nd

Freicsht

¢ 8

(&)

: Dipnel—elnctric
mits 40D, 495C,
ALru/_, ﬂ.n.d 45-.1

18 m, p. h.

Timatatle end train orders; yard limlts

Sinple; 7°32' curve;
deq00hulr" rrace wes

Clondy; dark
E1B50 a, m.
3 injured
allure rroperly to

bo thh tralns wovins
1inits

C.0€ percent
Tword

contrzl apeed of
witiln yard




-3 -

INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REEPOKT NO., 3306
IN TEE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT IIVESTIGATICN REFORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT CF ¥AY o, 1919,

CAICAGO, MILWAUKEZ, ST, PAUL AND PACIFIC RATLRCAD COMPAINY

Ap:ril 2, 1951

.

nsed by

Accldent near Lyons, Iowa, on Jannary 1&, 12951, =4
I botn tralas

failure properly *to contrecl e srpeed of
£roj
moving within yard limits,

.'

REPORT OF THE COMMIESICH

PATTERSON, Commigsioner:

On Janwary 16, 1951, there wos a Lead- end collision
brtween two freight tralns on the Ohjcaio, Milwaukee, 8%, Paul
and Pacific Rallroad near Lyons, lowa, kici resulted in the
inju y of three employees, Tiis accidert wvan lnvestlisated
in conjunction with a represcntative of the Iows State Ccmmerce
Commission,

1

Under autl.ority of cec*lon 17 (2) of tre Interstete Com~
merce act the above—-entitled proceeding was referred vy the
Commisslon to Commiesinner Patterson for consideratiecn and
Glspositilon,
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Location nf Accident and Method of Operation

\

. This accident occurved on that part of the Dubugue and
I1linols Division extending between Savanna, Ill,, end Clintou,
Towa, 12,9 miles. In the vieinity of the point of accident
this is & slngle-~track line, over which trains are opcrated
by timetable and train orders, Therec 1s no block system in
use., Yard limits extend from a point 16,12 miles west of
Savanna to Clinton. At Lyons, Iowa, 17,2 miles west of Gavanna,
a slding 4,083 feet in length parallels the main track on the
south. The east siding~-switch is 315 fect cnst of the statlion,
The accldent occurred on the main track wlthin yard limlits ot
a point 4,552 feet west of the east yard-limit sicen and 213
feet east of the esst sidino-gwitch at Lyohs., From the east
there are, in succession, a tangent 3,28C fect in length, o

°Z0' curve to the left 511 fect, a taarent 45 feet and a 730!
curve to the right 218 feet to the point of accldent and L83
feet westwvard, From the west there zrc, ln successlon, 8
tangent 1,380 feet in length, a 7°¢ curve to the right 13C leet,
a tanzent 358 feet and the curve on wnich the aceldent ocowrred,
The grade for west-bound trains lg, successively, 0,05 percant
ascending 900 fert, 0.37 percent ascendinz 40C feet, and 0.08
percent descending 472 lfeert to thc polnt of aceldent, The rrade
for east-bound trains is, successively, 0,22 pecrcont
ascending %00 feet, 0.10 percent descendlng €70 fect, ~nd
0.08 percent ascending 1,228 fecet to the molnt of accident,

In the vielnity of the roint of accident a track of the
Chicapo and North Western Rallway porsllels the track of the
Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Panl ond Pacific Rallroad on the
south,

This carrier's operatine rules rcad in part as follows:
DEFINITIONS.
Restricted Speed.—-Proceed prepared to ctop short of
ftrain, obstruction, or anything that may require the
speed of a train to be reduced,

95, * % #

. Within ysrd limits the main track may ve used without
protecting asmainst sccond and inferior class, extira trains
and engines,

Within yard 1imits sccond and inferior class, extra
trains and engines must move nt resgtricted speed,

% %
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Timetable gpecilal instructions provide that eastward
trains are superior to westward tralns of the scme class,
The maximum authorized eneed for freight trains was 40 .
miles per liour, but it was restricted to 30 miles per nour cn
the curve on which this rccldent occurred. .

Degecriotion of Accldent

No, 165, a west-bound second-clnss frelght train,
consisting of engine 470, Z2 care and a cabsnsge, cntercd

the Dubuque and Illinnis Dlvislon ot Sabula Jeb., Iowa, 4.2
miles west of Savanna, Before the frain srrived at Sabula
Jct, the crew had recelv:é copies of a messame which con®2lned
the information that No, 86 wre exmectnd to le-ve Jzhant, 7,9
mileeg west of Clinton, about 4 o, m. o, 185 drpart-d Ifrom
Sebula Jet, ot 5:12 =, m,, 4 hrurs £7 minutc: lrte, poased

thhe yard-1imit sign roct of Lryons nbout &:45 2, m,, and while

mevirg 8t a speed of about £ ~i%r3 pr'r rouvr it celiided -rith

2
Vo, 86 at a point 4,5F2 fcot wrat of the cast yard-1limlt simn

4

and 818 feet east of the e~st sidino-switech oy Lyons,

No, 86, an east-bound sccond-clags freizht trnin,

conelst.d of Diesel-elesctric nnits 45D, 450G, 4852 and 484,
coupled in multiple-uvnit control, 118 o2-rs and = ecaboosgc, Tris
trein passed Clinton, 1ts initisl etation on the Dubuque and

) 1

I1linois Pivislon and the lact open o!fice, 2t 140 2, ., on
time, pses<d tne =rst sidinz-ewitcekh ot Lyons about 5:80 o, m.,
on time, and while moving at a spccd of 18 mlles per hour 1t
collidea with No. 165,

The engine and tender of Yo, 185 were not deralled, but
the front end of the enrine wae extenslvely demaged and the
boiler wzs shifted on the frame, The first three cars and the
front Truck cof the fourth cor of this train were derwilcd, n~nd
these cars stopred in various positions on or n-ar tre track,
The firat threc cars were somewhat doras~d, e Tour Dizsel-
electric units, the first four cars, and the front trucz of
the fifth cor of No. 28 were derailed, The first Diesel-
electric unit stooped uprizht and in line with the track,
The geccnd unit storped on ite right side and anvroximately
at right anzles to the trock., The third and fourth units and
the first two cars stopped orripgit and ~t richt ancless to the ‘
track, and thc other deraliicd cars <tonped upricht and
przctically 1n line with the “rack. Trhe first Diesel-clectric
unit was badly dapaced, a2nd the other trrec units were
considerably damsced, The first two cars an’ the seven
car were destroyed, and the third car was consideratly
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The fireman of No, 188 aid the firenun and the front
l brokeman of No., 86 were injure

The weather was cloudy anc¢ 1t wac dark 2t the time of toe
-accldent, which occurred about &:50 a, n,

Discugsisn

Before Nn, 165 arrivnd at Sabula Jct., the crew recelved
coples of a megsaze which contairned the informztlon that No, £6
was expected to leave Narant abtout 4 a, m. Thls crew recelved
no train order concerning the moverent of No, 165 with respect
to No. 886, and, except within yard 1li=zits, No, 185 was
required by the rules to clenr the efchedule tims of No., 8F
not less than & minutes. No, 1588 derarisd from Sabula Jct,
at 5:12 a2, m., and de%ed the yard-1i~it sign eagt of Lyons
about 6:45 a, m,, £ minutes tefore Fo. 8L w e due to leave
Lyons., Swltchinz was to be perroraed at Lyons, aad the crew
had arrangsed that the train ch to enter tne ridin: before
they en~":'d in GVltOﬂinr nperations. As the traln was
apr.ro drhlnz Lyons, th cpeed was reduced to about £ miles psr
nour. Thre enzinemen were in treir respective noxktionc on the
engine, the front braemapn was prep,ring to elizit from the
enrine to line tae east eidinc-swit T'or entry latoc the
slding, and the condnctor and tha flﬁsiam wexre in the caboose,

=

The heudlisht wus 11-"ted Hricitly. 2ecause of curvature of
the track ond buildlacs edJacent to tre track, one traln was
nct vligible to the craw of the cthor until the enzines ware

abovt 44E feet apnvt. Tne enrineer said that vhen he fircst

observed thic heqdlight of Jo. A0 ke thours Lt it vac the

headll ¥t o1 an ergine on tiic sracii of the Chiccgo aad North
Wegtern hailvay., Tre two troius we.e less tran F00 feet

apart belore he reallzcd thet iz, €¢ was a-sroachins, He tren
made &an emergzency anpllication o the brakrs, but the coliileion
occurrced heforz the gpecd of the train was mateorlsily reduced,

Ag o, 86 vwrg qﬁ’roqc.l
occurred tre spced wes atout
were maint-ining a 1OO&OUU al:
at the front of the tirst Diesel-electric nukt, the front
brokeman was in the a cond Diescl-electric unit, snd the
conductor and the flarman were in tie caboo"‘. Tr.e haadlisht

‘ was lichited brichtly. The crew had received a0 informastion
as to tnz location of No, 185, W en ths “ront of the truin
was about 50 fect czct of the sast eidins-switch a% Lyons
the enginemen obscrved the reflcoction from the headlight of
an opposing train, At first they thou~nt it wus the headlight

o the point wiere the accident

18 niles rer lonr, Tr~s en~incmen
F2ed fros the rontrol comparitnent
e



of an engine on the track of the Chlcago and Yorth Western
Railway. Whnen tkey realized that the ormcsiny traln was on .
tre trock on vhich thelr train was movinge, tho ensrinecr mnde

gn ercrooncy applicotion of the brazes, Thnr colllsion cceurred
before the speed of the traln was materially reduced.

Thls accident occurred within yard 1imits. Under thc rules
of thlis carrler governineg opcration of trains within ynrd 1llmifts,
eacn traln was permitted to occupy the maln track without
protecting against tie opposing traln, but each traln was
required to be operated in such a manner that 1t could be
gstopped shiort of an ovpocing train or an obgtruction,

Cause
It is found that thls accident was caused by fallure
properly to control the speed of both troins moving witiin
vard 1laits,

Dated =t Washinrton, D, C,, this second
day of April, 1051.

Ey the Commigsion, Commlssioncr Fatterson,

( 3EAL) W. F. “ARTEL,

Secr¢ tory,



