INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

INVESTIGATION NO. 2623
THE CHICAGO, BURLINGTON & QUINCY RATLROAD COMPANY
REPORT IN RE ACCIDENT
AT ROCHELLE, ILL., ON
AUGUST 28, 1942




Railroad:

Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:

Equirment involved:

mm

Enoine number:

bl

LI

aln aumber:

Cornsist:

Speed:

Operatlion:

Track:

Hignway:

Weatner:

Inv-2623
- 2 .

SUMMARY

Cnicago, Burlington % Quincy
August 28, 1942

Rocnelle, I1l.

Collision at nignway grade crossing

Pasggenger train ¢+ Motor truck

- —-

5 carg
35-45 m. p. n. + 13-20 m. p. h.
Centrelized-traffic-control sysftem

Double; tangent; 0.413 percent
ascendlng grade westward

Tangent; crosses tracks at angle
of 90°; practicelly level
Clear

About 4:51 p. m.
1 killed; S injured

Lccident caused ty notor truck
being driven upon hignway grade
crossing immedliately in front
of approacning train

— .



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 2623

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

THE CHICAGO, BURLINGTON & QUINCY RAILROAD COMPANY

October 26, 1242,

Accident at Rocnelle, Ill., on Angugt 28, 1942, caused by
motor fTruck veing driven upon nignwvay grade crossing
immediately in front of approacaing train.

1
REPORT OF THE COMMJISSION

PATTERSON, Commissioner:

On August 28, 1942, tnere was a collision between a
passenger train and a motor truck on the Cnicago, Burlington
& Quincy Railroad at a highnway grade crossing at Rochelle,
I1l., wnich resulted in the deatn of one employee and the
injury of ftwo passengers and one employee.

lunger autnority of section 17 (2) of the Interetate Com-
merce Act tne above-entitled proceeding was referred by the
Commisgsion toc Commissioner Patterson for consideration and
disposition.
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Location of Accident and Metnod of Operation

Tnis accldent occurred on tnat vert of tne Aurora Division
designated as the Aurora ar.d Savenna Sun-division and extending
between Aurora snd Savanna Tower, I1l., a distance of 105.18
miles. 1In tne vicinity of the point of accident tnis is a
double-track line over wnlch trains are operated by a central-
ized-traffic-control system. Tne accident occurred on tne
westward maln track at a point £83.2 feet west of tne station
at Rocnelle wnere the railroad is crossed at grade by Hignway
U. 8. 51. At the point of accident an industry track parallels
tne main tracks on tne soutn. As the polnt ol accident is
approacned from tne east on the railroad tnere are, 1n suc-
cession, a tangent 1,449.8 feet in lengtn, a 1° curve to the
rignt 266.7 feet and a tangent 268.6 feet to the point of acci-
dent and a considerable distance beyond. At tae point of
accldent the grade for west-bound tralns s 0.413 percent
ascending. Hignhway U. S. 51 crosscs tne three tracks at rignt
angles. As tne point of accldent is approacned from tae north
on tne nilgnway tnere is a tangent more tnan 1 mile to tne
crossing and several miles beyond. At the voint of accident
tne grade 1s level. The nigawaoy and tae crossing are 30 fcet
wide and are surfaced witn concrete. Tne croseing is wcll
maintained.

Tne crossing 1s protected on eacn side of tne tracks by
two-way nooded flasning-lipgnt signale. Thie esignal goveraing
soutn-bound traffic is located in btae northwest angle of the
intercection at g point 1% feet north of tne center-line of
tne westward wmain track and o ireet wesgt of tne nignway. On Tne
mast of this slgnal a croes-hucx sign is mounted 11 feet 8
incnes above thne level o tre >ﬁvelﬂn+ and bears tne words
WRATLROAD CROSSING." T.mecdiasely bolow She cross-buck sign
tne words "3 TRACKS" are &1 enlay e1 in reflector buttons. A
norizontal bar, to which a Hooded wed 1isnt is attacned at
eacn end, 1s mounted on tie act & feet O inches above the level
of the vavement. Beneain tne red li-nts e rectangular vlate
26-1/2 incnes by 22-1/2 1n~nes d] sslays in reflector buttons
the words "STOP ON RED STIGNAL. Tne flasning-lignt signals
are actuated wnen a west-bound train reaches a point 2,516 feet
east of tne crossing. Wnile the gW~de crogsing sig nal is being
actuated a bell on the signal mast rings.
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A crossing-wnistle sign for west-bound trains is located
6,016 feet ecast of the crossing.

Operating rules read in part as follows:
14. Engine Wnistle Signals.

Note.--The signals prescribed are illustrated

by "o" for snort sounds; " " for longer sounds. % % #
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SOUND INDICATION
* ow
(1) 0 Approaching public cross-

ings at grade, last blast
prolonged until crossing
is reacaed.

* % L

Article XII, of the 1941 Revised Motor Venlcle Laws of
I1linois, reads in part as follows:

83. Obedience to Signal Indicating Approach of
Train.——(a) Wnenever any person driving a vehicle
approacnes a rallroad grade crossing and a clearly
visible electric or mechnanlcal slgnal device glves
warning of tne immediate approach of 'a train, tne
driver of sucn venlcle snall stop within fifty feet
but not less tnan ten feet from tne nearest track
of sucn raillroad and snall not proceed until ne

can do ego safely.

In the immediate viciﬁity of the polint of accident tue
maximum authorized speed for tne traln involved is 70 miles
per nour.

Degseription of Accident

No. 23, a west-bound rirst-class pessenger traln, consisted
of Diesel-electric engine @905, one coacn, one auxiliary-power-

baggage-cocktall car, tnrze coacheg, one dining car, one coach
and one parlor car, in the order named. All cars were of
ligntwelgnt stainless steel construction. At Chicago, 83 mile
east of Rocnhelle, a terminel Aalr-brake ftest was mode. Thnis
train departed from Aurors, 45.24 miles ecast of Rochelle, at
4:15 p, m., according to tne dispatcner's record of movement
of trailns, 13 minutes late, passed Rochelle at 4:50 p. m., 10
minutes late, and wnlle moving at an estimated speed of 35 to
45 miles per nour it collided witn a moftor truck on a highway
grade crossing at a point 893.2 feet west of the station at
Rocnelle., The brakes of No, 23 functioned properly en route.

The motor truck involved was a tractor and semi-trailer
owned by the Roes Transit Company, Kokomo, Ind. The driver,
wno was the sole occupant, neld Indiana operator's license No.
16372 for 1942. Tne tractor was a 1941, 6-cylinder, Wnite,
Model W.A,14, and bore Indiana license No. 7037 for 1942. Its
weignt was 6,100 pounds. It was equipped with dual tires on
tne rear wneels, nydraullc brakes with a vacuum booster and an
enclosed steel cab. It was nauling a Fruenauf semi-trailer
equlpped witn a vacuum booster brake and an open-top van-type
body. The welgnt of the trailer when empty was 7,200 pounds.

S
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The tractor and seni-trailer nad an over-all lenatn of 32 feet.
At tne time of the accldent theé semi-traller was loaded with
steel bars which weighed 21,870 pounds. The venlicle, moving
soutnward on Highway U. S. 51, en route from Rockford, Ill.,

to Kckomo, Ind., procecded upon tine croesing involved at an
eatimated speed of 15 to 18 miles per nour wnere the semi-
trailer was struck by No. 23.

There was no unusual conditlon about the enclosed cab that
obscured the vislon of the truck driver. Pecause of bulldings,
a pole line and vegetation on the eact slde of the nigaway, a
west-bound trailn approacning on tne rallroad cannot be seen by
tne driver of a soutn-bound vehlcle untll the vehicle is withnin
10 feet of the north rail of the crossing, tnen an unobstructed
view can be nad a diztance of about 54C feet.

No. 23 was not doralled and 1t stopped with the front end
of the engine 1,884 feoet west of the point of accident. Tne

front end of the Diesel-clectric englne was crusned inward

about 6-1/2 feet. The engine control compartment and the engine
controls were demolisned. On tne nortn side of the train win-
dows were broken and the side sneatning was damaged tne entire
lengtn of the train. The geml-trailer and the rear-axle
ascembly of the tractor were demolisned.

It was clear at the time of the accldent, wnicnh occurred
about 4:51 p. m.

Tne enmployee killed was the engineer, and the employee
injured wasg tne fireman.

Data

During; the 30-day period preceding thne day of the accident,
tne average daily mevement of trains over the crossing was 28.8.
During the 24-nour period beginning at 12:01 a. m., September
1, 1,965 automobiles, 474 trucks, 8 bucses, and 28 tralns passed
over tne crossing.

Discussion

No. 23 was approacning the crossing at an estimated speed
of 35 to 45 mlles per nour in territory wnere the maximum
authorized speed was 70 mlles per nour. The wnistle signal
wes sounded for the crossing in compliance witih tne rules. It
is not known when tne engineer first saw the approacning motor
truck, as he wae killed in the accldent. The motor truck ap-
proacned from tne rignht. Becsuse of huildings and vegetation
on the north side of the tracks, a venicls approaching from the
nortn cvannot be seen from the engine of a west-bound traln
until tne venicle 1s practlically on the crossing. Tne evidence
Indicates tnat tne train brakes were not applied until after
tne collision occurred. The train struck the traller about

—~
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midway and the wreckage wns strewn 2long the right-of-way a
distance of about 600 feet. The tractor overturned to the
west of the nlghway near the crossing.

The driver of the motor truck involved was an experienced
driver, but ne had made only one trip over this crossing prior'
to tne =zccldent. Ee sald thet as his truck was approacaing
the crossing the speed was 15 to 18 miles per hour, and that a
person wne was stending near tie crossing signalled a warning,
but tne flashing-lignt signale were riot operating and ne drove
nls truck upon tihe crossing, taen observed the approacning
trein. He increased ithe sneed but was not able to clear the
crossing in time to avert the collieion, On the other hand,
tnree wltnesses stated that tane flashing-light signals and thne
werning bell were opereting wnen tne truck was aporoaching tae
crossing. The signals were visible a considerable distance,
and the weatner was clear. The driver nad been off duty 5
nours &0 minutes prior to the time ne started thne trip involved,
and st the time of %ne accident nad been on duty 2 nours 30
minutes. The windows of the cab were open. Tne laws of the
state of Illinois require tihat when a visible electrical or
mecinanical device glves warning of tne approacn of a train,
venlcles must stop within 50 feet but not less than 10 feet
from trne nearest railro~d svrzck and nust not proceed until it
1s safe to do go. If the driver involved nad stopped in com-
plience wita tne provision of law, undoubtedly this accident
would nave been averted.

Crousge

m

Iv is found tnat tnia accident was caused by a motor truck
beling driven upon a hignway grade crossing immediately in front
of an =pproecning train.

Dated at Wasnington, D. C., this twenty-sixth
day of October, 1842,

By the Commissior, Commissioner Patterson.

W. P. BARTEL,

Secretary.




