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SUMMARY 

Date 

R a i l r o a d ' 

L o c a t i o n : 

Kind o f a c c i d e n t : 

Equipment I n v o l v e d : 

T r a i n number: 

Engine numbers ' 

Consi s t s ' 
t 

Speeds : 

O p e r a t i o n 

Tracks 

Weather 

Time: 

C a s u a l t i e s : 

Cause: 

March 10 , 1954 

Chicago Union S t a t i o n 

Chi ca g o , 111 . 

C o l l i s i o n 

P a s s e n g e r - e q u i p m e n t : 
t r a i n 

C.B.& Q. D l e s e l -
e l e c t r l c u n i t s 
9911A and 9911B 

Pas senge r t r a i n 

58 

P . R . R . D i e s e l -
e l e c t r i c u n i t s 
9805A and 
989 5A 

11 c a r s 

Undetermined 

7 c a r s 

Undetermined 

I n t e r l o c k i n g 

S t a t i o n t r a c k s , t a n g e n t , l e v e l 

C l e a r 

3:42 p . m. 

72 i n j u r e d 

F a i l u r e to o p e r a t e C h i c a g o , B u r l i n g t o n 
& Quincy p a s s e n g e r - e q u i p m e n t t r a i n 
i n acco rdance w i t h a s i g n a l i n d i c a ­
t i o n 
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REPORT NO. 3560 
IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 

UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910. 
CHICAGO UNION STATION COMPANY 

April 20, 1954 

Acciden t a t Chicago, 111 . , on March 10, 1954, caused by 
f a i l u r e to operatp the Chicago, Burl ington & Qulncy 
passenger-equipment t r a in in accordance with a 
s igna l I n d i c a t i o n . 

1 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

CLARKE, Commissioner: 

On March 10, 1954, there was a c o l l i s i o n between a 
passenger-equipment t r a in and a passenger t r a i n on the 
l i n e of the "Chicago Union Sta t ion Company a t Chicago, 111 . , 
which resu l ted In the injury of 37 passengers , 3 Pullman 
Company employees, 23 d in ing-car employees, 4 t r a in p o r t e r s , 
and 5 t r a i n - s e r v i c e employees. This acc ident was i n v e s t i ­
gated in conjunction wi th r ep re sen t a t i ve s of the I l l i n o i s 
Commerce Commission. 
_ „ , 

Under au thor i ty of seot lon 17 ( 2 ) of the I n t e r s t a t e Com­
merce Ac t the a b o v e - e n t i t l e d proceeding was r e f e r r e d by the 
Commission to Commissioner ClarKe f o r cons idera t ion and 
d i s p o s i t i o n . 

INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 
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Thic acc ident occurred on that pa r t of the r a i l r o a d 
extending between Rooseve l t Road and Chicago Union Sta t ion , 
Chicago, 1 1 1 . , 0.76 m i l e . Trains of the Chicago, Burl ington 
& Qulncy Ra i l road and the Pennsylvania Ra i l road are r e g u l a r l y 
operated ove r t h i s po r t ion of the, l i n e of the Chicago Union 
S ta t ion Company. Between Rooseve l t Road and Harrison S t r ee t 
I n t e r l o c k i n g Sta t ion , 0.41 mi le north of R o o s e v e l t Road, 
th i s Is a seven-track l i n e , over which t ru ing are operated 
by s igna l i n d i c a t i o n s . The main tracks are desighated from 
west to east as t racks Nos. 8, 6, 5, 1, 2, 3, and 4, Within 
I n t e r l o c k i n g l i m i t s , and Immediately north of Harrison S t ree t 
I n t e r l o c k i n g Sta t ion the main tracks d ive rge to 14 s t a t ion 
t racks . The s ta t ion tracks are designated from west to east 
by even numbers consecu t ive ly as tracks Nos. 2 to 23. A l e a d 
track connects with the south ends o f s t a t ion tracks No. 16 
and No. 18 at switch 33, crosses main track No. 5 at double-
s l i p switch 57-59, and crosses main track No. 1 a t doub le - s l i p 
switch 59-61. S l ip switches 57-59 and 5 r , -61 are provided 
with movable center p o i n t s . Switch 33 and the center of s l i p 
switch 57-59 are l o c a t e d , r e s p e c t i v e l y , 624 f e e t and 286 f e e t 
north of Harrison S t ree t I n t e r l o c k i n g S ta t ion , S ta t ion 
truck No. 18 lb 1,240 f e o t l o n g . A passenger load ing 
pla t form and a ba^ga^e lnf idin- p la t form are pro" ided on 
the east and west s i de s , r e s p e c t i v e l y , o" t h i s t rack. The 
s t a t ion tracks In th i s v i c i n i t y are l o c t t e d below s t r ee t 
l e v e l . The north ends of the ^ racks are covered by a t ra in 
shed, and between the south end of the t r a in shed and a p o i n t 
415 f e e t north of Harrison Stree t I n t e r l o c k i n g Sta t ion the 
tracks are covered by bu i ld ings and other s t ruc tures . The 
accident occurred a t a po in t 6 f e e t south o f the center of 
s l i p switch 57-59, where the lead t r rck crosses track No. 5, 
Track No. 5 I s tangent throughout a dis tance of more than 
2,100 f e e t Immediately sovthTof the po in t of acc iden t . From 
the north on track No, 18 and the lead track there are , i n 
succession, a tangent 1,122 f q e t in l eng th , a 9 ° curve to the 
l e f t 4S f e e t , a tangent 7 f e e t , a N o . 8"turnout to the l e f t 
61 f e e t , a tangent 15 f r e t , a 6° curve to the l e f t 22 f e e t , 
a tangent 55 f e e t , a N o . 10 doub l e - s l i p switch to the l e f t 
68 f e e t , a tangent 60 f e e t , a No, 8 turnout to the r i g h t 70 
f e e t , and a tangent 54 f e e t to the poin t of a c c i d e n t . The 
grade I s l e v e l a t the poin t o f acc ident , 

A yard of the Chicago, 3ur l lngton k Q,ulncy Rai l road 
designated as 14th Street ' Passenger Yard la l oca t ed a short 
d is tance south of Rooseve l t Road. Trains moving from 
th is yard to Chicago Union Sta t ion v i a trscx: No, 5 enter 
track No. 5 Immediately north of Roosevel t Road. 

Loca t ion o f Accident and Method of Operat ion 
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Semi -au toma t i c s i g n a l L I 4 2 , g o v e r n i n g nor th-bound 
movements f rom 14th S t r e e t P a s s e n g e r Ya rd to the main 
t r a c k s o f t he Chicago 
a u t o m a t i c s i g n a l s L72 
ments 
f e e t , 

on t r a c k N o , 5, 
1 ,584 f e e t , and 

Union S t a t i o n Company, and s-emi-
and L 5 8 , g o v e r n i n g nor th-bound move -
a r e l o c a t e d , r e s p e c t i v e l y , 2 ,358 
451 f e e t south o f the p o i n t o f a c c i ­

d e n t . S i g n a l s L I 4 2 and L58 a r e o f the dwar f t y p e , and 
s i g n a l L72 i s mounted on a s i g n a l b r i d g e a b o v e and to the 
r i g h t o f t r a c k No , 5 i n the d i r e c t i o n i n which i t g o v e r n s . ' 
S e m i - a u t o m a t i c durarf s i g n a l s RB20, R22, and RB48, g o v e r n i n g 
south-bound movements from s t a t i o n t r ack No , 18 to main 
t r a c k N o . 1 v i a s l i p s w i t c h e s 57-59 and 59-61 a r e l o c a t e d , 
r e s p e c t i v e l y , 461 f e e t , 338 f e e t , and 36 f e e t 
p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . Semi -au toma t i c s i g n a l R74, 
sou th -DOund movements on main t r a c k N o . 1, i s 
s i g n a l b r i d g e 667 f e e t sou th o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , 
These s i g n a l s a r e o f t h e p o s i t i o n - l i g h t type and a r e 
c o n t i n u o u s l y l i g h t e d . A s p e c t s a p p l i c a b l e to t h i s i n v e s t i ­
g a t i o n and the c o r r e s p o n d i n g i n d i c a t i o n s and names a r e as 
f o l l o w s . 

n o r t h o f the 
, g o v e r n i n g 
l o c a t e d on 

S i g n a l 

L I 42 
RB20 
R2£ 
R34C 

A s p e c t 

) Two w h i t e l i g h t s 
) i n v e r t i c a l 
) p o s i t i o n 

I n d i c a t i o n 

P r o c e e d , s l o w speed 
w i t h i n I n t e r l o c k i n g 
l i m i t s . 

Name 

S l o w - C l e a r , 

L72 Three amber 
l i g h t s i n 
d i a g o n a l 
p o s i t i o n to 
the r i g h t 

L56 Two w h i t e l i g h t s 
I n d i a g o n a l 
p o s i t i o n to the 
l e f t 

L58 ) Two w h i t e l i g h t s 
R346 ) I n h o r i z o n t a l 

p o s i t i o n 

R74 Three amber 
l i g h t s i n 
v e r t i c a l 
p o s i t i o n 

P r o c e e d p r e p a r e d to Approach , 
s t op a t n e x t s i g n a l . 
T r a i n o r pngine e x ­
c e e d i n g medium 
speed must a t once 
r educe to t h a t 
speed . 

P r o c e e d a t r e s t r i c t e d R e s t r i c t i n g , 
s p e e d . 

S t o p . 

P r o c e e d , 

S t o p - s i g ­
n a l . 

C l e a r . 
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The c o n t r o l l i n g c i r c u i t s a r e so a r r a n g e d t ha t when the 
r o u t e i s l i n e d f o r movement f rom s t a t i o n t r a c k No„ 18 to main 
t r ack Wo. 1 v i a s l i p s w i t c h e s 5 r-59 and 5 9 - 6 1 , the r o u t e I s 
u n o c c u p i e d , and s i g n a l R74 I n d i c a t e s P r o c e e d , s i g n a l s 
EEPO, R22j and R348 each I n d i c a t e S l o w - C l e a r and s i g n a l 
L38 i n d i c a t e s S top , I f a c o n f l i c t i n g nor th-bound move­
ment p a s s e s s i g n a l L58 under those c o n d i t i o n s , the i n d i c a ­
t i o n o f s i p n a l "RB4S changes from S l o w - C l e a r to Stop when 
the nor th-nound movement - e a c h e s a p o i n t 164 f e e t south o f 
the s i g n a l . When the r o u t e i s l i n e d f o r movement on t r a c k 
N o . 5 f rom s i g n a l L?£ t o s i g n a l L 5 8 , and s i g n a l L58 I n d i ­
c a t e s S t o p , s i g n a l L72 i n d i c a t e s Approach , 

H a r r i s o n S t r e e t I n t e r l o c k i n g I s o f the e l e c t r o -
pnnumotic t y p e . I t I s equ ipped w i t h 133 w o r d i n g l e v e r s , 
I t I s p r o v i d e d w i t h m e c h a n i c a l , i n d i c a t i o n , t i m e , and r o u t e 
l o c k i n g , M e c h a n i c a l l o c k i n g p r e v e n t s the m a n i p u l a t i o n o f 
a s i g n a l l e v e r un less a r o u t e g o v e r n e d by t h a t s i g n a l i s 
e s t a b l i s h e d , and p r e v e n t s the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a c o n f l i c t i n g 
r o u t e and the m a n i p u l a t i o n o f a l e v e r c o n t r o l l i n g any s w i t c h 
o r movab le p o i n t f r o g w i t h i n t h a t r o u t e w h i l e the s i g n a l 
l e v e i - i s i n p o s i t i o n f o r the s i g n a l t o d i s p l a y an a s p e c t 
to p r o c e e d . Route l o o k i n g p r e v e n t s the m a n i p u l a t i o n o f t h e 
l e v e r o f any s w i t c i i n a r o u t e v h l c n has been e s t a b l i s h e d 
and f o r which a p r o c e e d a s p e c t has oeen d i s p l a y e d a f t e r <? 
t r a i n o r rovement o c c u p i e s the f i r s t t r ack s e c t i o n o f 
tne r o u t e , Time l o c k i n g p r e v e n t s a r o u t p f o r which a 
p r o c e e d a s p e c t has been d i s p l a y e d i rom b e i n g changed u n + l l 
tne t r a i n o r ^ovemsnt f o r which the a s p e c t was d i s p l a y e d 
has pas sed the s i g n a l o r i n t i l a p r e d e t e r m i n e d t ime i n t e r v a l 
has e l a p s e d a f t e r the s i r n s l has been caused to I n d i c a t e S t o p , 
A model board showing t h e """rack l a y o u t o f the I n t e r l o c k i n g 
i s p r o v i d e d . Track occupancy i s i n d i c a t e d on the model board 
by i l l u m i n a t e d i n d i c a t o r s which become e x t i n g v i s h e d when a 
t ruck s e c t i o n i s o c c u p i e d , T ' l e u a l I n d i c a t o r s a r e p r o v i d e d 
which shew whether a s i g n a l d i s p l a y s an a s p e c t to s top o r t o 
p r o c e e d „ A t r s l n - r e a d y i n d i c a t o r l i g h t i s p r o v i d e d on the 
model j o a r d . T h i s i s a c t u a t e d by a member o f t h e crew o f a 
t r a i n which i s r eady t o d e p a r t f r o n the s t a t i o n . An 
a c k n o w l e d g i n g i n d i c a t i o n l a p r o v i d e d which a u t h o r i s e s the 
t r a i n t o d e p a r t on r e c e i p t o f the p r o p e r i n t e r l o c k i n g s i g n a l 
i n d i c a t i o n , Emergency s i g n a l w h i s t l e s a r c l o c a t e d a d j a c e n t 
to t ne t r a c e s a t p o i n t s , r e s p e c t i v e l y , 684 f e e t south and 21C 
f e e t n o r t n o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , Thes<? t h i s t l e s a r c 
a c t u a t e d by push bu t ton c o n t r o l s l o c a t e d m the I n t e r l o c k i n g 
s t a t i o n , 
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This c a r r i e r ' s opera t ing ru les read In pa r t as 
fo l lows* 

DEFINITIONS 

Medium Speed—Not exceeding one-half maximum 
author ized speed hut not exceeding 30 mi les per 
hour 0 

Slow Speed—Not exceeding one-half maximum 
authorised speed hut not exceeding 15 mi les per 
hour. 

Res J r i o t e d Speed—Proceed, not exceeding 15 mi les 
per hour, prepared to stop short of t r a i n , obstruc­
t i o n , or anything that may requ i re the speed of a 
t r a in to be reduced. 

34, A l l members of t r a i n and engine crews must, 
when p r a c t i c a b l e , communicate to each o tber by i t s 
name, the i n d i c a t i o n of each s ignal a f f e c t i n g the 
movement of t h e i r t r a in or engine. 

606, EMERGENCY SIGNALS 
( W h i s t l e ) 

( N o t e . — The s igna ls p resc r ibed are i l l u s t r a t e d by 
"o" f o r short sounds, " n f o r l onge r sounds,) 

Sound I n d i c a t i o n 

( a ) A l l t r a ins and engines 
wi th in I n t e r l o c k i n g 
l i m i t s stop immediately. 

to * * 

663, A t r a in or engine must stop c l ea r of an i n t e r ­
l ock ing s igna l i n d i c a t i n g s top . * * * 

The maximum authorized speed in the v i c i n i t y of the 
p o i n t of acc iden t i s 15 miles per hour. I t i s r e s t r i c t e d 
to 10 mi les per hour on s t a t i on p la t form t r a c k s . 
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Descr ip t ion of Aop^len t 

The t ra ins i nvo lved in- tUlte #-&c3 dent were a north-bound 
Chicago, Burl ington & Quinsy jjagaenger-equlpment t r a in , 
he rea f t e r r e f e r r e d to In t h i s r epo r t as the equipment t r a in , 
and No. 56, a south-bound f i r s t - c l a s s Pennsylvania passen­
ger t r a in . 

The equipment ' t rain, which was to be operated from 
Chicago Union Sta t ion as No. 23, cons is ted , from north to 
south, of one observa t ion car . one p a r l o r car, one d in ing 
car, three coaches, one olub~ba.f,gage car, and D l e s e l - e l e c t r l c 
uni ts 9911B and 9911A, The D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c un i t s were coupled 
in mul t ip l e -un i t c o n t r o l . The care were of s t a i n l e s s s t e e l 
const ruct ion and were equipped wi th d i sc type brakes. A l l 
uni t s o f the t r a i n were equipped ,wl th t i g h t l o c k couple rs . 
This t ra in departed north-bound, from 14th S t ree t Passenger' 
Yard en route to Union Stat ion about 3'38 p . m. I t passed 
s igna l L14£, which ind ica ted Slpw-^Cl^ar, was routed to main 
track >No. 5, passed s ignal L.73, which: indica ted Approach, 
passed s ignal L58, which ind ica ted Stop, and wh i l e moving 
on t rack No. 5 a t an undetermined -rate of speed I t c o l l i d e d 
w i th No. 58 at a po in t 6 f e e t south of tho center of s l i p 
-switch 57-59. 

No . 58 consis ted o f D l e s e l - e l e c t r l c uni ts 9805A and 
9S95B, coupled In mu l t i p l e -un i t con t ro l , one passenger-
lounge-baggage c : r , two coacnes, two s l eep ing cars , two 
d i n i n g cars , three s leep ing care , and one s l e e p i n g - l o u n g e -
observa t lon car , In the order named. The f i f t h ca.r and 
the e igh th to the e leventh cars , i n c l u s i v e , were of l i g h t ­
weight s t e e l const ruct ion, and the other cars were of con­
ven t iona l a l l - s t e ^ l cons t ruc t ion . The f i r s t three cars , 
the f i f t h car, and tne eightn to e leventh cars , I n c l u s i v e , 
were equipped with t i g h t l o c k couplers and D22 type a i r 
brake equipment. The other cars were equipped with 
type E couplers and UC type -Jlr brake equipment. This 
t r a i n departed from Chicago Union Sta t ion tr^ck No, 18 at 
3:40 p . m., on t ime, passed s igna l RB20, which indica ted 
Slow-Clear , and entered the lead track. I t passed s igna l 
R22, which ind ica ted Slow-Clear , oassed s igna l RB48, which 
Ind i ca t ed Stop, and whi le moving over s l i p swi tch 57-59 a t 
an undetermined r a t e of speed i t c o l l i d e d with the north 
car of the equipment t r a i n . 
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The equipment of both trains stopped upright and 
in line with the respective tracks on which the trains 
were moving. The equipment train was moved southward a 
distance of about 6 feet by the foroe of the impact. The 
north truck of the north car of this train was derailed. 
This car was badly damaged. The other cars of the train 
were somewhat damaged, and the Diesel-electric units were 
slightly damaged. The first Dlesel-electrlc unit of No. 58 
stopped with the right side of the front end against the 
north end of the north car of the opposing movement. The 
front truck of this unit was displaced and moved northward 
a distance of about 3 feet by the force of the Impact, and 
the body structure of the unit buckled over the front 
truck location. The rear wheels of the front truck of the 
first Dlesel-electrlc unit and the front wheels of the front 
truck and all wheels of the rear truck of the second Dlesel-
electrlc unit were derailed. The front truck of the first 
car, the rear trucks of the second and fifth cars, both 
trucks of the sixth car, ~and the front truck of the seventh 
car were derailed The rear end of the second car was off 
center. The first Diesel-electric unit was considerably 
damaged, and the second unit was slightly damaged. The 
first four cars were slightly damaged. The fifth to the 
eighth cars, inclusive, and the rear two cars were somewhat 
damaged. 

The pilot of the equipment train and the engineer, the 
fireman, the brakeman, and the flagman of No. 58 were 
injured. 

The weather was clear at the time of the accident, 
which occurred about 3:42 p. m. 

The locomotive units and &11 cars of the equipment train 
were provided with equipment for electro-pneumatic operation 
of the brakes. C.B.& Q, 360, the north car of this move­
ment, is of the observation type. The observation end is 
tapered and rounded at the rear. It Is equipped with a 
DE-1 type back-up valve. This Is a composite type brake ' 
valve which functions In electro-pneumatic or automatic 
operation of the brakes without necessity of shifting. This 
valve is located in the rear of the observation compartment 
to the right of the center-line of the car. 
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Dl ecusslon 
On the day of the accident the equipment of Chicago, 

Burlington & Qulncy No. 23, scheduled to depart from Chicago 
Union Station at 4 p, m,, was assembled in 14th Street 
Passenger Yard. A train-service employee, designated as a 
pilot, was assigned for the back-up movement of the equip­
ment to the station. This employee proceeded to the loco­
motive, which was coupled to the car equipment, and 
Identified himself to the engineer as the pilot in charge of 
the movement. A terminal test of the brakes was then made 
in both electro-pneumatic and automatic operation, after 
which the brakes were applied in emergency by use of the 
pilot1e brake valve in the observation car. The brakes 
functioned properly in all of these tests. This equipment 
train departed from 14th Street Passenger Yard en route to 
Cliicago Union Station about 3:38 p. m. Immediately after 
the departure the pilot made a running test of the brakes 
by manipulating the brake valve of the rear car. The 
brakes functioned properly. As this movement was approaching 
tne point where the accident occurred the pilot was maintaining 
a lookout northward from a position adjacent to the brake 
valve In the north end of the observation car. The enrinemen 
were In their respective positions in the control compart­
ment of the first Diesel-electric unit. The engineer 
estimated that the speed was about 12 or 14 miles per hour 
when the movement entered track No. 5. It was then reduced 
to approximately 7 or 8 miles per hour by a service appli­
cation of the brakes initiated by the pilot. The engineer 
then reduced the throttle to No. 1 position. Signal L72 
indicated Approach. The pilot said that when signal L56 
became visible to him he observed that it indicated 
Restricting and that the switches north of the signal were 
properly lined for his movement. He estimated that the 
speed was about 6 or 7 miles per hour, and he made a light 
service application of the brakes which reduced the speed 
to about 5 miles per hour when the observation car wna 
approximately 150 to 200 feet south of the signal. He said 
that wnen he observed No. 58 moving toward the track over 
which his movement was routed he irriFedlately moved his brake 
valve to emergency position. He left the rear of the 
observation car before the collision occurred. He said that 
ne heard the emergency signal whistles sounded after he 
had made the emergency application of the brakes. He 
thought his train was stopped before the collision occurred. 



- I S - 3560 

The enginemen were una-wdre of anything being wrong until 
the brakea became applied in emergency. These employees 
were not certain whether their train Vas stopped as a 
result of the collision or by the emergency application of 
the brakes before the collision occurred. They said that 
they did not hear the emergency signal whistles sounded 
before the accident occurred. 

No. 58 departed from station track No, 18 immediately 
after a color-light indication was received by the crew 
which authorized the train to proceed oh proper signal. The 
engineer and the fireman were in the control compartment at 
the front of the locomotive. The conductor was in the rear 
car, and the other members of the train crew were in various 
locations in the cars of the train. The headlight was lighted 
dimly. The brakes of this train had functioned properly when 
tested. Signals RB20, R22, and RB48 each indicated Slow-01 ear, 
and the indications were called by the enginemen. These 
employees observed that the switches of the route were lined 
for movement to track No, 1, and the engineer observed that 
signal R74 on that track indicated Proceed* The speed of 
the train was increased to approximately 12 miles per hour. 
The engineer said that he first observed the north-bound 
movement on track No. 6 soon after his locomotive entered 
the lead track. He said that he continued to observe it 
as his locomotive was closely approaching signal RB48. 
When he became aware that the north-bound movement had 
passed the point at which conflicting movements on main 

, track No, 5 usually were stopped he made an emergency 
application of the brakes. The fireman said that he called 
a warning1 when he observed the conflicting movement closely 
approaching. These employees, said that the speed of their 
trai-n had been considerably reduced and that the equipment 
troin was still In motion when the collision occurred. They 
said that they did not hear the emergency signal whistles 
sounded before the accident occurred. 

After the equipment train reached a point 128 feet south 
of t he point of accident, signal RB48 was ciused to indicate 
Stop. A signal maintainer who was in tho vicinity of the 
signal said that he observed the signal Immediately before 
No, 58 passed it and that the signal Indicated Stop at that 
tire. 
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The t r a i n d i r e c t o r a t H a r r i s o n S t r e e t I n t e r l o c k i n g 
S t a t i o n sa id tha t irrmeJi a t e l y a f t e r the t r a i n - r e a d y i n d i c a t o r 
became i l l u m i n a t e d , i n d i c a t i n g tha t Wo. 58 war ready t o 
l e a v e t he s t a t i o n , he i n s t r u c t e d the l eve rman who o p e r a t e d 
tha t p o r t i o n o f the i n t e r l o c k i n g machine t o l i n e the r o u t e 
f o r t h e movement of N o , 58 from" s t a t i o n t r a c k No , 18 to main 
t r ack No , 1. He tnen a c t u a t e d the c o l o r - l i g h t i n d i c a t o r to 
i n fo rm members o f the t r a i n c rew tha t t h e i r t r a i n T r ar an t2 ior -
i s e d t o d e p a r t TroT the s t a t i o n on r e c e i p t o f p r o p e r s i g n a l . 
He o b s e r v e d t ha t t he r o u t e was p r o p e r l y l i n e d f o r the move­
ment . He Sfild t ha t No , 23 u s u a l l y d e p a r t e d f rom s t a t i o n t r a c k 
No„ 16 and he I n t e n d e d t o no I d the equipment t r a i n a t s i g n a l 
L58 u n t i l No. 58 had p a r s e d and then r o u t e the equipment to 
t h a t t r a c k 5 He s a i d t h a t when he o b s e r v e d t h a t the equipment 
t r a i n had o v e r r u n s i g n a l L5S he l m n e d i c t e l y a c t u a t e d the 
ene rgency s i g n a l w h i s t l e s , He thought t h a t each t r a i n was 
moving a t a speed o f 7 o r 8 i l l e i p e r hour when he sounded 
the w h i s t l e s and t h a t bo th were I n mo t ion when the c o l l i s i o n 
o c c u r r e d , The l ever .nan sa id t ha t the l e v e r s o p e r a t e d p r o p e r l y 
when he l i n e d the r o u t e f o r the movement o f No 5 8 . He s a i d 
tha t he was o b s e r v i n g t r e p r o g r e s s o f I"o. 58 on the ' acdel 
board and was no t aware o f a n y t h i n g Deir.g wrong u n t i l the 
emergency s i g n a l w h i s t l e s sounded a f e w eeeonds b e f o r e t h e 
c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d . There were \o o tn~r T o v e c e n t f i n 
p r o g r e s s I n the v i c i n i t y o f the p o i n t o f a c i d e n t a t the 
t ime tho a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . 

The s l r n a l s and t h e s i g n a l appara tus o f H a r r i s o n " t r e e t 
i n t e r l o c k i n g wn" ch were i n v o l v e d were examined i m m e d i a t e l y 
a l t e r the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . The l e v e r s o f the I n t e r l o c k i n g 
n i c h i n e were f o m d to oe I n p o s i t i o n T o r the r o u t e as 
e s t a b l i s h e d f o r the movement o f No , 58 f r o ^ s t a t i o n t r a c k 
N o , 18 t o main t r a c k N o . 1 . The s w i t c h e s in tne r o u t e and 
t h e i r r e l . . t ed appara tus were i n c o r r e s p o n d e n c e wi th the 
p o s i t i o n s o f the l e v e r s . I n t e s t s which w e r e made a l t e r the 
a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d the i n t e r l o c k i n g appara tus and s i g n a l sys tem 
f u n c t i o n e d s s In tended and no d e f e c t i v r c o n d i t i o n W J S f o u n d . 
S i g n a l L5B was c o n t i n u o u s l y o b s e r v e d d r r i n g a 48-hour p e r i o d 
and f u n c t i o n e d p r o p e r l y a t a l l t i m e s d u r i n g t h a t p e r i o d . 

W i l l i e the r o u t e was l i n e d f o r the movement o f N o . £ 8 , 
a c o n f l i c t i n g r o u t e cou ld no t be e s t a b l i s h e d . The e m p l o y e e s 
i n H a r r i s o n S t r e e t I n t e r l o c k i n g S t a t i o n and tne englnef ien o f 
N o . 58 s a i d tha t the r o u t e was e s t a b l i s h e d f o r the iriovement 
o f t h a t t r a i n b e f o r e t h e t r a i n d e p a r t e d f rom the s t a t i o n , 
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and a f t e r the accident occurred the l e v e r s and switches 
were found to be In p o s i t i o n f o r movement from track No. 18 
to track Wo. 1, No d e f e c t i v e condi t ion of the I n t e r l o c k i n g 
wes found, jnd under these condi t ions I t appears t v , i t t" o 
equipment t ra in passed s igna l Lbe whi le that s i g n a l ^ndic- tod 
Stop. 

, , 0aU3e 

This accident was- c^us^d by f a i l u r e to opera te the 
Chicago, Burlington & Cjulncy pascen^er-equlpmont t ra in in 
accordance with a s igna l I nd i ca t i on . 

Dated a t Washington, D, C, , t h i s twent ie th 
day of A p r i l , 1954, 

By t r e Commission, CorrmlssJoner Clarke . 

{ SEAL) GEORGE V\ LAIRD, 

Set1 r e t a r y . 


