INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON

REPCRT NO, 3317
CHICAGO AND NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY COMPANY
IN RE ACCIDENT
NEAR WITTENBERG, WIS,, ON
_APRIL 14, 1950




Date-

Rallroad:
Location:®

Kind of asccident
Trains invelved.
Traln numbers:
Engine numbers:

Consist:

Estlimated speeda:

Cperatlon:

Track:

Weather:
Time:
Casualtiesn,

Cause:

-2 = Rerort No., 3317

SUMMARY

April 14, 1850
Chlcags »nd Nerth Vestern
Wittenberg, Wig,

Head—end colllsinn

Engine : Passepn~er
Extre 2748 Wegst ¢ 118
2049 : LERS
& cars
10 n., p. h. 12 m. r. h.

Timetarle and trailn orders

co

Sinegle; £° curve; 0,27 percent
rgcendling srade westward

Clear
1,10 p. m.
27 injured

Inferior train occupving maln track

on tlme of opvoglng superlor
tralin without flaz protection
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INTERSTATE COMUERCE COMMISSION

REPORT NO. 3317

IN TEE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTZ
UNDER THX ACCIDENT REPCRT3 ACT CF MAY &, 1910.

CHICAGC AND INCRTE WESTERN RAILWAY COMPANY

May 17, 1850

Accident near Wittenbere, Wis., on April 14, 1950,
ceuged by an inTerilor trsin occupying the maln
track on the time of an opposing superior traln
without fle~ protertioa,

1
REPCRT OF THI CCHUMISEION

PATTERSON, Commissioner:

On April 14, 1980, ther:¢ wvas a head—end collision
between ar engine and a pas-den:er traln on the Cnlcaco
and North Weetern Rallway near Wilittenberg, Wlas,, whlcn
resulted In the lnjury of 720 passeng-rs, & rallway-mall
clerke, 1 rallway—express messengil and 4 traln-scrvize
employaece,

1

Under autbtority of seution 17 {(2) of the Interstate Som-
merce Act the abvaveo-entitled rroceeding was refervrcd by the
Commlssion to Cnmmissioner Pattersen for consideratlion and
disposition,
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Locatlion of Accldant gnd Method of Cperatlon

Thileg accldent occurred on that part of the Ashland
Division extendine between Kaukauna and &Antlgo, Wle.,
94,8 mlles, & slngle-trsck line, over whlch tralns are
operated by timetable and traln orders. There 18 no
bloeck system in use. The accident occurred on the maln
track 68.8 miles west of ¥auksuna and 2 miles east of
the statlon at Wittenberg. From the cast there are, in
successlon, a 3° curve to the left 789 feet in length,

a tangent 207 feet, and a 2° curve to the right 149 feet
to the point of eccldent and 387 feet westward. From
the west tnere 1s a tangent 5,088 fect In lenzth and the
curv: on which the accldent occurred. At the peint of
sccldent the grade ls 0,27 percent ascending westward.

Thls carrier's operating rules resd In part as
follows:

72, ERxtra trelns ars tuferior to regulsr trains.

8-8%7. An inferior train must keso out of the way
cf opposing suverlior trosins end fellling to clear the
nein treclkt by the time reaquired by rule must be
protected &8s veescrib-d by Rule 29,

Extra troins must clear the time of opnosing
regulzr tralns not lese taan flve minutes unless
othervise provided, # ¥ ¥

99, Wken a traln stops underr clrcumstances 1n
which 1t mey be overteken by anothem fraln, the
flagmen must 2o beck lmmeAlately wltn flaeman's
slegnals a sufficient distance to Insvre full
protection % # #

L

Tre front of the train must be protzeted in the
same wvay when necessery by a tralnman, encineman
or flreman.

L

719, ¥ ¥ %

When switch englnes arc run over the road thelr
speed must not exceed 15 mlles per rour

LK



The maxirum nutherized srred for the pensrarir te-ain
var &8 ndlexs per hour but 1t teae rortricted %o 40 mileq
orr ooy in the vieinltvy of tlLe point of acnldent. Th»
rexinua sut.oriz=d gperd for tho -nfin: wes 18 riies ner
nHur,

Dogerintion T Accldsnt

Extra 2240 West conslsted of (nginc 2242, a rwitean
enpgine of the 9-4-0 type., This traldn Acpertid from Yaazruna
#t 7,16 &, m., paseced Tlgerton, the last orcn offiles, E.:
miles es .t of Witt.nberr, at 1282 p, @m., #nd vhil moving
%B an estlmated epeed of 12 m*les prr reur 1t collid-d with
do, 11k,

Na, 118, cn east-bound tlilret-claes meescneerr tralin,
conslsted of 2nglne 1628, one mall nor, ond bosmige cAr
and ong cocch, 1n ths ouder msmed, All cors werl of
all~ste~l construz.lon. This train é pn.ted from Antleso,
24, mllec weet of Vittenberr, £t 12 185 p, 3., on time,
diprrted fron Wittenbore, the last open offlce, at 1 GO
p. m., 7 minutes late, and while movipe ot an eetimated
specd of 12 milep scr hour 1% colllided vwinh Entvrn 2040
Wast.

Tra (nelne ond tre cora ot No, 212 rconir-d4 2ouplcd
and stopn. ¢ wltr the front 2nd e¢f thy -~acinc 107 f.0% east
of tre poirt »f sccident, The front palr of wheels ol the
ensine trugk wre derailsd to the sontr, The -nFine v s
considarably d~mood, Th  recond cor w3s devolink -4 and
th £'4rd ¢cor vag 81 1lertly deaneed, Aftor th- crlltinlon
oczurred, engine 2249 moved c-crwerd or tht deacendluc
crate and etom ed 4,746 feet ~ngt of tre polnt el socldent,
it wue badly damaged,

The englnecr and the conductor of Extra Z04% Weet
X
£

]
and the baggageman =rnd thc brasenan of Yo, 118 wer: injursad,

¥}

Tre weather wan clear at the time of tre neeld-ntk,
which occurred at 1 1% p. m,

Discusalcen

Under the rules of thilg cnrrier, th2 schzdule tinc
of an enat~bound troin a% Tle~rton, B.4 miices - .at of
Wittenborg, aoplies ot the east switch of the siding.
Ko, 118 wae Gne to lewwve Wittenbers o% 12 88 p. n., ~nd
to leave Tlerrton nt 1,14 1, M. Unless floo protcetion
was provided o0s pr2gerib-U by ruw e No, 99, Extrr 2049 Weat
wis regulred to be cli v of th:s maln trace brtween
Wittenberrs end the errt sidlar~switch 2t Tigerton no* later
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than 12 52 p., m. If 1t entered the siding at Tigerton at
the east slding-switeh, 1t waJd reaulred to be clear of the
maln track not later than 1 02 p, m., No train crder
resiricting the authority of Ne., 1186 to procesd with
respect to Extra 2049 West had been lssued,

As No. 116 was approschlng the point where the
accldent occurred the spee~d was about 25 m:les vper hour,
The enginemen were maintalining a lookout shead from thelr
regrective positlons 1n the cah, and the members of the
train crew were in varlous locations throughout the cars
of the train. Tre brekes of the traln had been tested
and had functlcned properly wrken used en route., After
the train entered the curve on vhich the accident occurred,
the flreman observed Extrs 2049 West npproaching and cslled
a warning to the sngineer. The enzlncer lmmedi-tely
closed the throttle ond i1nltisted an emergency breake
applicrtlon. The speed of the traln wis reduced to
about 12 miles per hour wnen the collislon occurrad.

The crew of Extrs 20439 West, which conslisted of &
conductor, an englnecr, 2nd o fireman, compsred time at
Kauvkauna, and there wes only a slight variation in thelr
watches. Thils engine vos restricted to a speed not
rxcseding 18 miles per hour. Extra 2049 Yest parssed
Tigerton ot 12 50 », r. Trere vos no auxilliery trsck
between Tieerton and Wittenbere at which Extre 2043 W-st
could clear the main track., When thls traln was in the
vicinity of Tigerton, the engineer consulted the timeftable
to determine the schedule time of No. 116 at Wlttenbers,
g2 sald he rcad the schzdule time ag 1'14 p. m., and so
informecd the conductor snd the filreman. However, thie
was the schedulc time of No. 11€ at Tlgerton. The gnglneer
sald he thought he could clear No. 116 at Wittentr-rg not
later than 110 p, m, by exceedlnz the speed restriction,
Nelther the conductor nor ths fireman consulted a timetuoble
and they dld not detect the srror. A stort time later the
filreman 1nformeéd the conductor that they should have clcared
No. 116 &t Tigerton, otherwiss it would be n-cessary
to exce2@ thc speed restriction of 15 milecg prr hour
to clear No. 116 at Wittcnberg., Nelther the conductor
nor the fireman called this to the englneer's attontlion,

As Extre 2043 West was ap-roaching the point where
the acclident occurred the speed was sbout 20 miles ner
hovr. The enginerr wes malntainling a lockout ahead from
the right slde of the ceb, tne conductor wes sested on
the fireman's side of the enegine, and the firemen was on
the deck tending the fire. The brekes of the engine had
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been tested end had functionced properiy when us d en
route, The engineer first ebscrved Ne., 118 wh-n 1t waos
about 1,200 feet dlgtant, He 1lmuedlotely clozrd the
throttle, 1nitiatcd an emergency brake armlicatign, 2nd
sounded e worning on the efnglne wnistle, F¢ then placrd
the reverse gear in poegltior for backward moticn =nd
opencd the throttle., The speed of the traln was rsduced
te about 10 mlles per hnur uvhea the collislon occurred,

Cause
It is found thst this accident wns enus~d »v on
inferior traln occupyilng the main track on the time »f an
opposling supcrlor traln witlout fleg protection,

Dated #%t Washington, D, C,, thls seventeenth
dey of kay, 10E0,

By the Commission, Commlssioner Pastterson.

(SEAL) W. P, BARTEL,

Secretory.



