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SUKKARY 

Date-
Railroad: 
Location" 
Kind of accident 
Trains Involved. 
Train numbers: 
Engine numbers: 
Consist: 

Estimated speeds 
Operation* 
Track: 

Weather1 

Time: 
Casualties. 
Cause: 

Apr31 14, 1950 

Chicago nnd North We Ftern 
Wittenberg, Wis. 
Head-^nd collision 
Engine : P a s s e n g e r 

Extra 2049 West : 116 
2049 : 1629 

. Z c a r s 

10 m 4 p. h. 12 m. p. h. 
Tirretnrle and train orders 
Sinerle; 2° curve; 0,27 percent 
ascending ~rade westward 

Clear 
1.10 p. ra. 
27 Injured 
Inferior train occupying main trnck. 
on time of opooslnn; superior 
train without flag protection 



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT NO. 5317 
IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPOPTS 

UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF KAY 6, 1910. 
CHICAGO AND NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY COMPANY 

May 17, 1950 

Accident n^ar Wittenberp- Wis., on April 14, 1950, 
caused by an inferior train occupying the rpain 
track on the time of an opposing superior train 
without f l e T prot^rtioa. 

1 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

PATTERSON, Commissioner: 
On April 14, 1950, there was a head-end collision 

between an engine and a pamfruer train on the Criica^o 
and Northwestern Railway m-nr"Wittenberg, Vls„ ; whicn 
resulted in the injury of ?0 passengers, 2 railway-mail 
clerks, 1 railway-express meosenpr'.i and 4 train-service 
employees. 
1 
Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com

merce Act the above-entitled proce^dln^ was referred by the 
Commission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and 
disposition. 
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Location of Accident and Method of Operation 
This accident occurred on that part O F the Ashland 

Division extending; between Kaukauna and Antigo, Vie., 
94.8 miles, a s i n g l e - T R A C K line, over which trains are 
operated by timetable and train orders. There is no 
block system In U S E . The accident occurred on the main 
track 68.6 miles west of Kaukauna and 2 miles east of 
the station at Wittenberg. From the east there are, in 
succession, a ,3° curve to the left 789 feet in length, 
a tangent 907 feet, and a 2° curve to the right 149 feet 
to the point of accident and 387 feet westward. From 
the west tnere Is a tangent 5,058 feet in length and the 
curv; on which the accident occurred. At the point of 
accident the grade is 0.27 percent ascending westward. 

This carrier's operating rules read in part as 
follows: 

73. Extra trains are inferior to regular trains, 
S-87. An inferior train must keep out of the way 

of opposing superior trains and failing to clear the 
II a in track by the time required by R U J E must be 
protected as prescrlb-d by Pule 99. 

Extra trains must clear the time of opposing 
regular trains not ltss tnan flvu minutes unless 
otherwise provided, * * * 

99. When a train stops U N D N R circumstances in 
which it may be overtaken B Y A N O T H F ^ train, the 
flagman must q-o back immediately vitn flagman1 <3 
signals A sufficient distance to insure full 
protection * * * 

* # * 

The front O F the train must be protected in the 
same way when necessary by a trainman, engineman 
or fireman. 

# •* # 

719. * * * 
When switch engines arc run over the road their 

speed must N O T E X C E E D 15 miles per H O U R 

# # # 



_ <̂  -

Thr* maximum authorized srni3 for t^o pa"^rruT:r triin 
w * r 55 milo* per hour but It was r.Rtricttd to 40 mileq 
onr h e r in The vicinity of th^ pnint of accident. Th^ 
jr1 xiTiun F u t j o r i z-d spet-d for tho -'nrinj v? g 15 jriî s nef 
hiur, 

Description rf Accident 
Extra 20^C W^st consisted of engine £04?, a rwitcn 

engine of the 0-^-0 typ^. Thi? trf.in d^pc-rt^d from Kaj-t-'una 
at 7.15 a. m. , passed Tigerton, the last orzn office, 8 . i 
rnii r-s ea ,t of Wltt.nber^, at 12* 50 p. m,, rnd vhll moving 
aL an estimated sp^ed of 10 m'les ptr r^ur it collided with 
No. lib. 

No. 116, an east-bound ilret-olass ptc^ne^r train, 
consisted of engine 1629, one rail nor, one ba*rr*.£*Ci car 
and one cog oh, in tht C'^r ntrced. All cars ^ei : of 
all-ste^i construe ,ion. This train d pa, ted from Antigo, 
24.2 mil^c vm+ of Wittenberg, r.t 12 15 r>, m., on time, 
d:p~rted from Vittenbcrcr, th- last optn o f f i c e , at 1 05 
p. m. , 7 minutes late, and whl^ e movirc n t £<n estimated 
spend of 12 mil^n ocr hour it collided vith £:.lra 20 49 
Vest. 

The (n£lnp and the cjrs oi No. ]15 repair-jd coupled 
and stoprn d with the front ?nd of th> ~n^inr l"? f\;t east 
of the poirt of accident. The front pair of H i p r. Is of tne 
engine truck v c t d~railrd tn th^ Gout^. t^? -ngine w* s 
considerably d^mag'd, T^ per-ond car T*Ta r-5 dcTol5nb-d and 
th' third c^t1 'Tcie "s"i lcr.tly dam/ir^d. Aft:r th- collision 
occurred, engine £?49 mov^d er;-rward or t h : d'^cendinr 
grade and storied 4,'7̂ B fet-t- -\ast o f the point oi --ccidrnt. 
It wae badly damaged. 

The engineer and the conductor of Extra £049 Vest, 
and the baggageman and the brakeman of \'o. 115 vfre Injured. 

The weather was clear at the timr- of the icriduit, 
which occurred at 1 10 p. ra. 

Under the rules of this c\rri^r, th? schedule +tmc 
of an east-bound tr^in at Tie^rton, 8.4 mi] ts • . J S l of 
Wlttrnbcrg, nr-pllps at the r a s t switch of the aiding. 
No. 116 wap due to l^avr V T l t 1 cnfcr rg at lc 58 p. n. , <jnd 
to leave Ti^r-ton at 1.14 p. m. Lnless flr|p; protection 
was provided as proacrib-'T by ru1 No. 99, Extra 2049 West 
was required to be cli >r of the main trier, brtween 
Wlttrnbcrr and the et rt sldln — s*« itch jt Tigerton not later 
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than 12 53 p. m. If It entex̂ ed the siding at Tiverton at 
the east siding-switch, it waj reouired to be clear of the 
main track not later than 1 09 p, m. No train crder 
restricting the authority of Nc. 116 to proceed with 
respect to Extra 20*9 West had been issued. 

As No. 116 was approaching the point where the 
accident occurred the spe°d was about 35 m'les "Der hour. 
The enginemen were maintaining a lookout ahead from their 
respective positions in the cab, and the members of the 
train crew were in various locations throughout the cars 
of the train. The brake? of the train had been tested 
and had functioned properly when used en route. After 
the train entered the curve on which the accident occurred, 
the fireman observed Extra 2049 West approaching and called 
a warning to the engineer. The engineer immediately 
closed the throttle and initiated an emergency brake 
application. The speed of the train wis reduced to 
about 12 miles per hour wnon the collision occurred. 

The crew of Extra 2049 West, which consisted of a 
conductor, an engineer, ^nd a fireman, compared time at 
Kaukauna, and there wc s only a slight variation in their 
watches. This engine vaa restricted to a speed not 
i-xofeding 15 miles per hour. Extra 2049 West passed 
Tlgerton at 12 50 r>. IT. There was no auxiliary track 
between Tiverton and Wittenberg at which Extra 20-̂ 9 W-~st 
could clear the main track. When this train w a 3 in the 
vicinity of Tlgerton, the engineer consulted th^ timetable 
to determine the schedule time of No. 116 at Wittenberg. 
He said he read the schedule time as 1*14 p. m., and so 
informed the conductor and the fireman. However, this 
was the schedule time of No. 116 at Tlgerton. The engineer 
said he thought he could clear No. Il6^at Wittenberg not 
later than 1*10 p. m. by exceeding the speed restriction. 
Neither the conductor nor the fireman consulted a timetable 
and they did not detect the error. A srort time later the 
fireman informed the conductor that they should have cleared 
No. 116 at Tlgerton, otherwise it would be n'jepssary 
to exceed the speed restriction of 15 miles pnr hour 
to clear No. 116 at Wittenberg. Neither the conductor 
nor the fireman called this to the engineer's attention. 

As Extra 2049 West **aa approaching the point wh^re 
the accident occurred the speed was about £0 miles per 
hour. The enfrine^r was maintaining a lookout ahead from 
the right side of the cab, tne conductor was seated on 
the fireman's side of the engine, and the fireman was on 
the deck tending the fire. Thr- brakes oi the engine had 
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been tested end had functioned properly wnen us d pn 
route. The engineer first observed No. 116 wb~n it was 
about 1,200 feet distant. He imm^di-'t?1:/ closed the 
throttle, initiated an emergency brake application, a n d 
sounded b warning on the engine whistle,, then placed 
the reverse gear in positlor for bacKward notion ^nd 
opened the throttle. The speed of th° train was r<duced 
to about 10 miles per hour when the collision oceu»r^d. 

It is found that this accident was caused bv an 
inferior train occupying the main track on the time of an 
opposing; superior train without flag protection. 

Cause 

Dated at Wastdngto 
day of May, 1050. 

n u. c this seventeenth 

By the Commission, Conmlssioner Patterson. 

( SEAL) P. PART EL, 
Secretary. 


