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I. Ce

Single; curve to
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cent descending
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Clear and moonlight

3120 e Ihe
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Foallure to operave train on Illinois
Central in accordance vith rules

governing uge c¢f rgllroad crossing
at grade.
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August 21, 1940

To the Commisgsion:

On June 28, 1940, there vas a side collision between a
Chicago & lorth WGSbLWH Railwey passengcr tresin, which was being
operated on the Illinois Central Railrosd, snd a Chlca.o0,S5t.Paul,
Minnegpolis & Omaha Rallway freisht train at o crossing of the
I1linois Central Hzilrond ond the Chioapo, Ste Paul, Minneapolis
& Omaha Railway at Sionx Cl*y, Iowa, wiitdch resulted in the injury
of three passenzers, (wo railvay meil clerks, and three train-
service employees. This sceddent vas investigated in conjunction
with the Iowvg Stauve Commerce Commigslon.

Location and licthod cf Opecration

the Chicago, St. Paul,
nd the 11inois Centrel Railroad
as the Ce & I'e Weé, the C. Ste. Ps
v The accident occurred
action of tihe main track of the
C
i

The Chicago & North Weatce
Minneapolis & Omalis Railvay, =
hereinciter will be efcrrea g
Ms & O., and the I. C', resoecct
within yard limits at tlie intors
I. Co and the main tr"nk of the Co
are esingle~track lires. Siour Ciby is located on that part of
the Western Division desigrated as the Omsha Subdivision of the
Ce Ste Ps ile & Os, which extnends between Twenty-sscond S*reet
Sioux City, Iowa, and Omoha, lichre, o dAistnnce of 124.4 niles
also, on that parst of the Iows Division of the I. Ce. designated
a8 the Cherokee Digtrict wnich cxoends betwenn Fort Dodge and
Sioux City, a distrnce of 13449 milegs Co & He We trains are
operzted over the I. C. track hebtwecen Wren, Iowa, and Sioux City,
a distance of 13.3 milese DBetween Twentyr—-second Street and
Fourth Street in Sioux City thc I. C. tﬂmck prrallels the Ce Ste
Pe Mo & Oe track on the gsouthe AL Fourthr Steeet one line
diverges to the north, crogseg the main *r C[ of thie Ce Ste Pe Mo
& Os at a point 235 feet west of Fourth Strcet viacluct, at
which point the accadent occurred, and ex*ends to Nebraska
Strect Station; another line cxtends in & "resterly direction
pParzllel to the Ce Ste Po Mo & O. track zndé conr.ects with the
Ce & Ne We near Dace Strect at a point albout 2,000 feet west of
the crossing involveds On th~e line to Nebraska Stireet Station
frains are opersted by timctable and truoin orderc; no form of
block system 1s in use; on the line to Dace Strect, trains are
opersted by yard rulese On the Ce Ste Pe M. & O trains are
opereted by timetsvlce and train orders; no form of block system
is 1n uses

Ste Pe Me & Co, both of which
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Time-takle directions on Doth roads are east and vest. As
the point of accident ie approacl.cd Trow the esst on the I. C.,

the track 1s tangent o distance of 4,303 fect to the point of .
accldent. The grade for west-bound trains is 0.187 percent
descernaing at the point of gccidente As the point of accident is
¢pproachcd from the ~gost on tne Ce 3te Pe M. & O., the track is
langsnt a considerable distunce cnd is practically level.s At a
point 163 recet east of the crossing on the I. C. track there is

a facing-point svitch havirng a "os 10 turnout to the right for

vestward novementse This aviitch is provided with 3 low-type
gwitch-gtand, vhich is loccted to the right of the trock and is

caulpped with a torgoets Ar oll-burning lanmp digplays a green
light vhen the svitehh is set for movenent to Nebhrrsks Strect
Station. The cunltor of ths lens is 26 inches asove the top of
the tiese Crcws of trginsg veln tie soute betwveen Fourth Sireet
and the Ce. & N. We connection nre required to operate the svitch
for such movemente. Enfineucn are rsesquired to maintain a vigllant
lookout to see that switches bobtween Fouvrtll Strcet and a point a
congiderable distonce west thereof arc properly lined for their
routce

A stop cijn governing vestiard wovemants on Lothh reilroads
is painted on the east end of ~ viadact Tler which gstends between
the I« Ce ¢nd Co Bte Zv Ila tracks ot Fourth Strect; this
sign ia locoted 7O fenl 2a of tre guitch serving the two I. Ce
routes and 230 feet ec st 0f The crogsing involveds

Speclal time-table inctiucticong of the I.Ce read 1n part as
follous!

93e Ynrds: Sioux Cityoe
All trains wove -t restrichted rpesd ¥ ¥ ¥
between Ysrd Office and Junction with Ce & s W
%

.,

at Iows ana Dgce Scrcets, Bioux City * ¥

98« Trains must stop at junctions, railroad
crogsing o, 2nd draw bridges as follows:
TR

Siouxr C:L"Uy — Ce Ste Pe Mse & O Ryo

P
EaN

101l. Spced Regirictions, except where lover speed
18 requlred:

A1l trains - Between 7th ond 2/nd Strects, ‘
Sioux City = 20 miles per hours

In the I. Ce Dbook of operating rulecs Restricted Spced 1s
defined ag follows: Proceed prepzired to stop short of train,
obstruction, or zaything thal nay reguire the cpeed of a traln
to be reducedes



Specital time-table rulen of the Ce Ste Pe Mo & O

~s followgs:

Rule 98 of the operating

part s fol

The we

the acclden

No. 19

train, vith Conductor Poclizantier
congisted of easine 252, 15 carg and a cavooses This train de-
parted fron Twenty-second Soccet

- 6 -

RATLRCAD CROS3INGS IOWA-t'EBe STATE LAW.

12 All rgilrcoad traing and locomntives
vithout trains shill come to g full stop
at least 200 feet a2nd noc more thon 800
feet from the croscing of the other rail-
road, anda the engiancresn shell sound two

long blasts o1 the whistle before starting

forveord, EXCZIT vihere saxd rallroads main-
t2in a saraphore ana Lnte vith torpedo
attachment and vhaen the sign~ls indicete
the crossings to bo clear, no stop need be
mades

STOXPING AT RAILROAD CRO3SINGS.

13. After coning tu a full stop at regular

stop boardg, muct procezd ceabiously with
troin under full conuvrol, until point 1s

resched whcre vnobgtoructoa vicw of crossing

line can be h=2d by fthe engineaan, soO tnaty
if nccessary stop can be made in time to

avold scriking cnines Or cars oOn Crossings
Trains will use exoro care appioaching roil-

road crogain.s 1n gtormy or fogy weaiher,
especilally viiere onc ctop is made for two
or rnore crogsirgse.

[

lovise

Trains must approsch * % % . prsiliroad

crossines at groce, * ¥ ¥ prepared to stop,

unlcass the switches are properly lined,
signals indicate proceed, end track 1
clears Where recuired by law, trains must
stope

ether was clecar and 1t was moonlight at the

T, wuich occurred about 3:20 a2 e

Degscription

y & Ce Ste Po lle & Oe vest-bound second-class freight
and Zrngineuan Lynch in coaarge,

read

rules of both carriers reads in

time of

Yard, Sioux City, at 3:15 a.n.,
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according to the train sheet, £ nours 30 minutec lote, stopped
2% Eleventh Street crosg-over, then entoercd the main tr vck,
scopped at the stop sizn for the I. Ce crossing at Fourth Street,
then proceceded and was novin» ovar the crogssing as a specd of 2

to & miles oer hiour vhor the rourth car in the train was strouck ‘
oy Ce & lie We train No. 239.

No. 239, a Ce& e We weuyt-bound passenger train, with
Conductor Evens and Engineman Dickson in charge, conglsted of
gag=elcclric notor-car 9C19, one mail-bagparne car, and one coach,
in the order nemed. The motor-car and the first car were of e2ll-
steel construction and the sccond cer wags of wooden construction.
Thisg train entercd upon thc I. Ce frach gt Wren, 12.7 miles east
of Fourth Strect, Siocux City, at 3:10 a. nm., according o the
traein shect, on time, ztopped at Iiineteceonth Street to discharge
a pessenger, passed the stop g1 n ot Fourth Street vieduct with-
out stopping, passed the awitelr lined in nornmcl position for
movement over the Ce 3te. Pe II. & O. croysing, and, while moving
at & spred of 20 or 25 ulles per hour, sirucxk the left sicde of
C. St. Po P\JI- & O. I\:O- 190

Motor—-car 201 5 of the Co & I1se We Ttrain, becanc derailed
and stowped on it 1uft side witily its rear cnd on the I+ Co main
trock and its fronu end on the left rail of the Ce Ste Pe Me & O

track. e "uel tenlks were puncturcd srd the fuel became ignited.
The firot car of No. 239 gtopped about 25 fect ecasc of the crogs—
ing; 1t was not dereiled but vees glightly danageds The rear car

reiained on the track. The fourth car of Ce SGs Po Me & Os N0L19
which wae gtruck oy notor—car C91l5 astopped anout 75 feet beyond
tlie center of the crossing and leaned at an aagle to the right;
its front end fouled the Ce¢ Ste Pe Ul & O main track and 1ts
rear end fouled the I. Ce main track; its left olde was sheared
near the rear end znd was crushed invarsd obout onc-fovrth its
lengthe The fifth car ouoppcd to %the ri~nt of the I. Ce track
and parallel to it, and lcaned at =an an ¢ of 45 degrees; the
left front corner of this car wess cruceheds The sixth car stopped
to the right of the C. Ste P.o ile & Os mair track and lezned at a
glight angle; it wag slicghtly damaied. The geventh car was
ullghtly damaged buit was not deraillede

The employrcs 11Jurnd vere the crzinenan, the baggageman
and the bruakeman of Ce & Us We Noso 239

Summery of Evidence '

Engineman Lynch, of C. St. P. Tle & C. Noo 15, stated that
a terninal alr-bralke Ttest was madce bofore departurcs As his
train approachaed Four*h Strcet he could sce thnr viaduct dis-
tinctlys He stopped his train ot the stop sizn for the I. Ce
crossing, then the trsin procesceded over the cr0531ng. He had
epplied the alr bracss preporatory to stopping «1 a stop sign


http://ea.se

for a railroad crossing located g short distance west of the
croseing involved, and hiig train was moving at a specd of about
5 miles per hour wnen the collircion oceurred. Subgsequent to the
accldent he sald the engineman of lo. 239 told him that he was
confused and logt oy to locatiorn.

Fircman Cein, of Cs Ste Po Mo & Co llo. 12, estimated that
the sperd of his troin wos about 5 uiles per Lhour at the time of
the accidente.

Front Brakcman Robarts, of Cs Ste 2. Me & O Noo 19, stated
that the speed of hig truan ves 1 or 2 miles per hour at the
time of the accidents.

Conductor Pol.iantier, of C. Ste Pe s & O. No. 19, stated
That a terminal air-braxe test was made and thc krakes were re-—
ported as functioning properly. He was on the engine as his
train was passing Fouvrth Strsct viaducte Looking back he saw
the headlight of C. & Neo W. 0. 239 approachings. The weather
was clear and he saw the Ce & lie We train collide with his train.
He said that the speed of his trsin vas about 5 miles per hour

at the time of colligsion. "

Flagmgn-3Schimelpfenig, of Co 3t. P.o s &-O0s-Noe 19, stated
that when his train stopned at Fourch Strect viacuct he hnecard
the vhistle of the C. & Il. W. enpine sounded for Seventh Street,
which is agbout 1,300 feet cast of thce point of accident. He was
on the rear platform of his cahoose when the Ce & Noe We train
Passed at a sgpced of akout 20 or £b5 rniles per hours His own
train was moving at a speed of b miles per hours

Engineman Dickson, of C. & li« We Noo £39, stated that the
alr brakes were tested before leaving Hawarden, 495.1 niles west
of Sioux City, and they functioned properly en routee When his
train epproached the pcint of accident the Lendlight on the motor
cer vas ovurning brightly, and thec train wag moving at a speed of
aoout 25 niles pcr houre He intended to stop at the svitch at
Fourth 8treet viaduct for 2t to be lined for movement to Dace
Strect and the C. % Ne. W. connection. He was maintaining a
lookout for the viaduct as o landmark, as he knew the location
of the switch involvzd in relation to the viaducte As his train
approzched the point wherc thiec accident occurred he saw a green
1izht sahead, buv being confuscd about his location he thought
that it was a signal east of the viaduct and that the viaduct
ves about three blocks wvest of the light. He saw a trailn on the
adjacent track and thought i1t wes a svitch engine 11th a cut of
carsy; he did not reazlize that it vas & trailn moving on the C. St.
Pe Me & Os main tracike He aid not sec the viaduct until his
motor-car was passing under it, end 16 vas then touo late to take
any action to stop nis train saort of the crossing involved.

—_— o o a ——
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He did not remcriber any condition which might have obotructed
his views He had made three cound trips an s astudent to learn .
the physical cheracteristice of the road in this territory; two
round trips were made on Liose 23 and 24, April 8 and 10; these
trips werc made in daylicsht. On June 12 he rode No. 2 and on
June 25 he rode lios. 1; these “rips were made at nighte On
stadent trips he had b esn able 1o see the viaduct plainly. He
wag cxamin:d dune 135 on the I. Ce ODerabing rmlics oncd on June 22
received a gualification card o 9ocrate on The line between
Wren ond Sioux Citye Thne trip involved was his first trip as
en>ineman on thig part of ilie roilrosde He was fauilizar ulth

the opecd reatrictions and knew that trainsg should nroceed at
restricted speced in the Territory in which the acolgcht occurrede
Hc oaid tlet he was not sutficierntly fomilizr with the tcrritory
to operatc safely ot nihte A conductor who wags dcadheading on
the motor-cer from Hawar,don o Nincbeenth Strenst had informed
him vhen the troin reached Ninsteeanth Street; this vas the last
stop made priors to ithe accidents muglnenan prnson exprcssced
the opinion that if a helper ned Leen on the motor-car with him
the accident would not have occurred.

Conductor Evans, of Ce & N. We 'Oe 258, stueted that as his
traln approached Mourth Street visduct it was movin: et a specd
of »wU miles pee houre Thtls spred was too greas for his train
to stop at the awiteche. de procgeded to the veghibule To ascer—
tain whether sor.cone had opened the suitch for his train to
enter the line to Dace Strect und tie Co & s We connections
He sew fthe brakeman reach for the ewcrgency cord to apply the
brakes, but belfore cither of fhfm could pull the cord the acci-
dent occurred. Subseguent to the accicent he obgerved that the
switch was set in normal pos ulon, vhich veey for movenent To
Nebraska Strezt Station; the lanup was burning and was displaying
a green aspecte He understood that hig Triin was reguired to
move at rostricted ﬁpced througnout a digtince of 3,100 feet

immediztely east of the sultch invelved, Hut ac ras of the
opinion that 20 miles per hour wis not excescive if vislibility
vUas unregitricted.

Bralkeman Streng, of Ce & lie We Noe 230, stated that as hig
train pasgsed ovcr Seventh Street he opened ihe trop door on the
rcar end of the coach prenarstory to getting off to line the
avitch at Fourth Strecet to normal posgrition aflter passage of hii’
traine He obgerved thet there wags no reduccion in speed, looked

out to identify his location, and then reached for The cmergency
cord to apply the btrakes, and a’ he 6id so the collision

accurredes
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Bag- axseman Hangon,of Ce& Ne We 0. £39, stoced thet it is his
auty to Hancle the switch ot Fourth Street for his trazin to pro-
cced o Dace Streeft and the Co & No Ve connection. At the time
0of the accident he was nmoving hagrage to the doorvay in readiness
Tor unloading when his troin rcached the s%atione He wag not
avare of the location and did not think his traln hod reached the
smitche The Train wvas moving at a speed of about 20 mileg per
hour a2t the tinme of the accidente.

Conductor Aeck, vho was deacdheading on Ce & No W Noo 239 on
the night of the accident, stated thet 1t i1s customary for him
to get off at llineteenth Street. Since Engineman Dickgon was a
new man on this run the deadhesading conductor went to the motor-
car at Havarden and acked the encineusn if he knew the location
of Nineteenth Street. When tic enginenan replied that he did
not, the deadheading conductor decided %o ride in thc engine-room
fo Nineteenth Street. He obgerved that the enzineman complied
not only -rith the specd restrictions by reducing spzed to 25
miles per hour st Twenty-sccond Strect, but also handled the
motor very efficiently. The engineman did not ask for any infor-
mation and appeared to be familisr with the territorys.

According to data furnished by the Co & o Ws, gas—electric
motor-car 9915 wags a 3-compartarnt unit. It was opersted by one
man from a control station locatecd at the front and just to the

right of the center-line of the care

Discusggsion

Accoraing to the evidence, the Cs Ste P, Me & Oes train had
stopped for the I. C. crossing and was pronceding st a speed be-
tween 2 and 5 mileg per hour when it was struck Ly the Ce & N. W,
traine

The encgineman of the C. & N. We train scid that he became
lost as to location and entered the turn-out st Fourth Strect
before he wzg aware thnat he was close to that pointe This was
hig first trip in the charge of a train on this part of the rail-
rozde He had been qualified to operate over this territory as an
engineman aficr Making three student trips in order to becone
fruiliar with the nethod of operation =nd¢ the physical character—
igtics of the I. Ce. between Wren and Sioux Ciftye. Under gpecial
Time-tuble instructions he woeag required to operate his train in

his territory at restricted speed prepared to gcop short of
train or obstruction; however, the evidence indlce.ted that the
speeda was ahout 20 nilcs per hour vhen his train approached the
point of accidents The evidence also indicated that when the
enZineman realized hisg location the speed was such thet nis train
could not bs stopped in time to avert the accldente Had the
encineman opernted his train in complisnce with ftime-table in-
structions undoubiedly this wccident would have been avertede.
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Had supervisory officiels of thc I. C. given the ecngineman
a thorough exalination betlTore gualifying nim to operate in this
territory, his unfamilizsrity with tlie physlcal characteristics
and thc wmecthod of operation on this line vould have been dig—=
clogcd; 1f such action had bean taken 1t is probeble that this
accident would have been averied.

Conclusion
This accldent waco coused Ly fallure to operate the train

on the Illinois Cenftral in asccordance with rules gpoverning the
uge of a rallroad croselang at zrsdes

-

Reegpeetfully cubmitted,
S. No IJIILLS’

Dircctors



