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May 15, 1958 

Chicago and Eastern Ill inois 

Cypress, III 

Rear-end collision 

Freight 

Extra 226 South 

Diesel-electnc units 226, 223 
and 206 

Freight 

Extra 221 South 

Diesel-electnc units 
and 212 

20 cars, caboose 

33 m p h 

98 cars, caboose 

Standing 

Timetable and train orders 

Single, 4°30* curve, 0 40 percent descending grade southward 

Clear 

6 1 0 a m 

1 killed, 2 m|ured 

Failure properly to control speed of following tram moving 
within yard limits 
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I N T E R S T A T E COMMERCE COMMISSION 

Report No 3809 

IN T H E M A T T E R O F M A K I N G A C C I D E N T I N V E S T I G A T I O N R E P O R T S U N D E R 
T H E A C C I D E N T R E P O R T S A C T O F M A Y 6, 1910 

CHICAGO AND EASTERN ILLINOIS RAILROAD COMPANY 

October 2, 1958 

Accident at Cypress, HI , on May 15, 195B, caused by failure properly to control the speed 
of the following tram r o v i r g within yard limits 

R E P O R T O F T H E C O M M I S S I O N 1 

Ti GG LE, Commissioner, 

Cn May 15, 1958, there was a rear-end col l is ion between 2 height trains on the Chicago and 
Fastern Illinois Railroad, at Cypress, 111 , v,hich resulted in the death of 1 train-service employee 
and tne injury of 2 train-service employees This accident was investigated in conjunction with 
representatives of the IlLnois Commerce Comrrission 

1 Under authority of section 17 (2) ol the Interstate L-o'rtni&rce Act tne above-entitled proceeding was 
referred by the Commission to Commissioner Tuggle lor cohsitt.-^ion and disposition 
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9 Findlay, 111, 
66.9 mi. 

Salem lard 
52.9 mi. 

6 West Frankfort 
29.0 mi. 

11 Omar 
5.7 mi. 

i West Vienna 
4.87 mi. 

:: Point of accident 
0.73 mi. 

11 Cypress 
6.2 mi. 

• i Kamak 
26.5 mi. 

i Thebes, 111. 

*f 
/ 

* o ' T 
Point of accident / 7 

/ 



3809 
5 

T h e r a x i n u n author ized s p e e d for freight t r a m s in the v i c i n i t y of the point of a c c i d e n t i s 
40 n l i e s per hour 

Description of Accident 

E x t r a 226 Soutr , a southbound freight t r a m , c o n s i s t e d of d i e s e l - e l e c t r i c uni ts 226, 223, and 
206, couDled in n u l t i c le -un i t cont ro l , 98 c a r s , and a caboose T h i s train departed frorr S a l e m Y a r d , 
93 2 ^ i l e s northof C y p r e s s , at 12 25 a m , a e p a r t e d frorr W e s t F r a n k f o r t , 40 3 r u l e s north of C y p r e s s , 
the l a s t open o f f icn , at 3 15 a n , and stopped w i th in yard l imi ts on the r a m track at C y p r e s s at 
5 45 a rr ,~ ith the rear end of the t ra in 3,833 feet north of the s ta t ion About 25 minutes la te r , the 
rear end of the train w a s struck by E x t r a 221 South 

E x t r a 221 South , a southbound freight t ra in , c o n s i s t e d of road -sw i tcher type d i e s e l - e l e c t r i c 
units 221 and 212, coupled in r u l t i o l e - u n i t cont ro l , 20 c a r s , and a c a b o o s e T h e control compartment 
of the f irst ( . l esc^-e lec t r ic unit w a s at t i e s o u t k end T h i s train departed f r o r SaleTi Y a r d at 4 09 
a n , decar ted f r o r West F rank fo r t at 5 20 a n , p a s s e d the north y a r d - l m it s i g n at C y p r e s s , and 
w h i l e I ov no at a s r e e d c : 33 m i l e s per nour, a s ind ica ted by the tape of the snee ^ording d e v i c e , 
it s t ruck the rear end of E^t ra 226 South 

T h e front end of the locomot ive of E x t r a 221 Scut ! stopped aorrox in a t e l y 155 feet south of 
the point of c o l l i s i o n B o t h d i e s e l - e l e c t r i c u ^ i t s ^ n d the 1st and 2nd c a r s v^ere dera i led and stepped 
in l i n e w i th trio track A r e p a r a t i o n occurred beh een the d i e s e l - e l e c t r i c uni ts P a r t of the super
st ructure , inc luding t i e contro l con partrrient, of the 1st d i e s e l - e l e c t r i c unit w a s torn fror the under-
f rane T h e c a b o o s e , and the 95th to 98th c a r s , i n c l u s i v e , of E x t r a 226 South were d e r a i l e d , and 
separa t ions occurred at both ends of the d e r a i l e c cars T h e c a b o o s e stooped cn i ts right s ide about 
22 feet w n r t of the1 n a m track, and the dera i lec c a r s stopped m v a r i o u s p o s i t i o n s on and near the 
trac< structure T h e 4 dera i l ed c a r s of E x t r a 226 South were des t royed and the c a b o o s e w a s h e a v i l y 

Location of Accident and Method of Operation 

T h i s a c c i ^ e r t occurred on tha f part of the ra i l road extending be tween F i n d l a y and T h e b e s , 
111 , 192 8 r i l e s , a single-track; line over w h i c h t r a n s a re operated bv t iTetaole and t ra in orders 
T h e r e is no t lock <-y=-ter m use Y a r d l i nit s i g n s at C y p r e s s , 160 1 r i l e s south of F i n d l a y , are 
located 2 27 "Mies north and 4 73 l i e s south of the s ta t ion T h e accident occur red on the r a m 
track w i t h i n yard U s at a point 3,833 feet north of the s ta t ion at C v p r e s s F r o m the north there 
a r e , in succession, a 4 ° 3 0 ' cu rve to the .eft 2,240 ..eet in length , a tangent 791 feet , a 4 ° 3 0 ' curve 
to the right 1,853 feet to point of accicent and 539 feet south vard T h e grade is 0 40 percent de
scending south vard at the point of accident 

T h i s carrier' 1^ ooerat i^g r u l e s read m part as f o l l o w s 

9 T Yard limits a~e desiunated by special instructions in th& time-tade 

Within yard limits, * * * Protection against * * * extra trams * * * is not required 

Within yard lmits, * * 1 extra trains * * * must move prepared to stop short of train, 
obstruction, or switch not properiy uned 
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darraged The 1st diesel-electnc unit of Extra 221 Scu'h was heavily da, aged and the 2nd diesel-
electnc unit was soirewhat darraged 

The fireran of Extra 221 South was killed, and the engineer and the front brake" an were 
injured 

The \ eather was clear at the time of the accident, which occurred about ^ 10 a r 

During a 30-day period preceding the day of the accident the averaae daily povenent in the 
vicinity of the point of accident was 6 1 tra'ns 

The locomotives and cabooses of both trains were equipped with radios for intercorr unica-
tion 

Discussion 

When Extra 226 South stopced at Cvpress, the rear end of tne train bl^cke- a highway grade 
crossing The conductor, , ' lo was m the caboose, instructed the engineer by use o! the rad^o to 
move the train for ard about 100 feet to clear the crossing The conductor had soi e difficulty in 
trarsritt ing the instructions because of static After the t rar v as >-cved to clear the crossing, the 
l o c c o t i v e v as detached and the f lagran then assis'ea the front brckei n i^ purler" inq s UcJunq 
operations In the v ic i r - i f y of 'he point of accident the ranee o J vision is restnc ed by curvature of 
the track and vegetation The conductor said that he heard Extra 221 South ap. reaching re'ore it 
ca~e into vie ' on the curve on v^hich the acc ice n t occurred end tha he at ten to '\arn the engi
neer cf that tram by use of the raaio Hove/er , he said that tnere ' 'as l^suflicient t i re anG that he 
alighted immediately before the coll ision occurred 

As Extra 221South was approaching t n e poi nt wreretne accident occurred t e enqme^en and 
the front" brakeman /ere in their respective positions in tiie central co r"partr~oit of the first diesel-
electnc unit The conductor ana the f l a g n n -ere in the caDoose The brakes o J this tram had been 
tested and had functioned properly wien used en route Tne engineer said that en route fron Salon 
Yard to O-ar , 11 3 rriles north of Cypress, he ̂ Me three unsuccessful attempts to reach t ie crev 
of Extra 226 South by radio to deterr ine t^eir locat ic n He saia that •" c Extra 221 Soui"h "/as in 
tre vicinity of Orar he clearly heard on fhe radio carts cf the conversation of the conductor of Extra 
226 South regardirg the blocking cf the crossing He said tie though' that the ccrductor v as re
ferring to a railroad crossing at Kariiaf, 6 2 miles soutn of Cypress He understood frorr • le con
versation that Extra 225 South was departing fror Kainak at that t i r e ana ho so informed the firoran 
ana the frc~t bra^emrm //hen Extra 221 South //as in the vicinity of Vies* Vienna, 5 6 r i l e s north 
of Cypress, the engineer said that he again rade a n LnsacLess Jul attempt to reach t ^ crew o 1 Extra 
226 South by raaio He estimated that the speed of the trcin was about 45 r i l e s per tiour when it 
passea the north yard-limit sign at Cyoress The r e n hers ol the crev, called each other's attention 
to the yard-limit siar The engineer said that after passing the yard-lmit sign ne lmtuted • service 
hra'-'e application He said that he then --ade a furtner atter pt to reach tne crev of Extra 226 by 
radio but '/as again unsuccessful He said that when the speed o t the train was reduced to aoDrox-
i ately 25 r i l e s per hour ne released the brakes, and that shortly after he observed Extra 225-
South /hen it ca~ e into view on the curve on which the accident occurred He in i edirtely ini
t iate! an e - e n e n c y b n " e application but he said that the speed o 1 the train vas not i atenally 
reduced be rore the collision occurred 
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Dated at Washington, D C , this second 
day of October, 1958 

By the Commission, Commissioner Tuggle 

(SEAL) 
HAROLD D McCOY, 

Secretary 

The tape of the speed-recording device of the first diesel-electric unit of Extra 221 South //as 
destroyed as a result of the col l is ion However, the tape of the speed-recording device of the second 
diesel-electric unit indicated that a service brake application was made at a point approximately 
1 5 n i les north of the point of accident and, as a result, the speed of the train was reduced froT 50 
Tiles per hour to approximately 32 miles per nour m a distance of approximately 3,200 feet The 
speed then increased gradually to 40 rules per hour to the point vvhere the brakes apparently became 
aoolied in emergency The speed of the train was approximately 33 r i l e s per hour when the col l is ion 
occurred The speed-recording device of the second diesel-electric unit was removed and calibrated 
after the accidert occurred and it was found to be accurate 

After the accident occurred it was found that a caboose standing at the point of accident 
first n e c a r e visible tc the crew in the control corrpartrent of a southbound locomotive at a distance 
of 617 feet 

Exar.natian of the brake equiprrent of Extra 221 South after the accident occurred disc losed 
that 7 cars had brake-cylinder piston travel in excess of 10 inches 

Under the rules ot tne carrier the flagman of Extra 226 South was not required to provide 
protection against extra trains moving within yard limits Extra 221 South was required to be operated 
/at un yard liri's in such manner that it could be stooped short of a preceding train 

Cause 

Tnis accident was caused by failure properly to control tne speed of the following tram 
loving within yard l i r i t s 
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