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Date: 
Railroad: 
Location: 
Kind of accident: 
Equipment involve d: 
Locomotive number: 
Consist: 
Speed: 
Operation: 
Track: 

Weather: 
Time: 

Casualties: 
Cause: 

February 25, 1957 

Chicago & Eastern Illinois 
Jamaica, 111, 
Derailment 
Locomotive with cars 
Diesel-electric unit 209 

l± cars 

28 m. p. h. 
Operating rules; yard limits 
Single; tangent; 0 . 5 0 percent 
descending grade northward 

Clear 

3:1|5 a. m. 
Ij. Injured 
Failure properly to control the 
speed of a locomotive with cars 
approaching the end of a track 

SUMMARY 
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT NO. 3737 

IN THE MATTER OP MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OP MAY 6, 1910. 

CHICAGO & EASTERN ILLINOIS RAILROAD COMPANY 

May 6, 1957 

Accident at Jamaica, 1 1 1 . , on February 2 5 , 1957, caused by 
f a i l u r e p r o p e r l y to con t ro l the speed of a locomot ive 
wi th cars approaching the end o f a t rack . 

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

TUGGLE, Commissioner: 

On February 2 5 * 1957, there was a derailment o f a l o c o ­
motive wi th cars on the Chicago & Eastern I l l i n o i s Ra i l road 
at Jamaica, 1 1 1 . , which r e s u l t e d in the Injury o f four t r a i n -
s e r v i c e employees. This acc ident was I n v e s t i g a t e d in con­
junction wi th a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the I l l i n o i s Commerce 
Commiss i o n . 

1 
Under au thor i ty of sec t ion 17 ( 2 ) of the I n t e r s t a t e Commerce 

Act the a b o v e - e n t i t l e d proceeding was r e f e r r e d by the Commis­
sion to Commissioner Tuggle f o r cons idera t ion and d i s p o s i t i o n . 
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Point of accident 
Jordan Creek 

' r 

693 f t . 

' . S . — j -

Tangent 

•P 

CO 

o 

477 f t . 

Jamaica _ i _ _ n 

L - J . 

Danvi l le , 111. 
22.6 mi. 

SideLL Jct . 
7.0 mi. 

Al le r ton 
12.3 mi. 

V i l l a Grove Jc t . , 111. 

Auxi l iary Track 
1,577 f t . 
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Loca t ion of Acc iden t and Method of Operation 

Thia acc ident occurred on that par t o f the r a i l r o a d 
extending between V i l l a Grove Je t . and D a n v i l l e , 1 1 1 . , 4 1 . 9 
m i l e s . In the v i c i n i t y o f the poin t o f accident th i s i s a 
a ing l e - t r ack l i n e , over which t ra ins are operated by t ime­
tab le and t r a in o rde r s . There i s no b lock system in use. 
At S I d e l l J e t . , 19.3 mi les north of V i l l a Grove J e t . , a l i n e 
designated as Jamaica Spur d iverges to the west from the main 
t rack and extends northward from S I d e l l J e t . to Jamaica, 5 . 5 
m i l e s . Yard l i m i t s extend between S I d e l l Je t . and Jamaica. 
At Jamaica an a u x i l i a r y track 1,577 f e e t In length p a r a l l e l s 
Janaica Spur cn the eas t . The north a u x i l i a r y - t r a c k switch 
i s 477 f e e t north of the s t a t i o n and 693 f e e t south o f the 
north end o f Jamaica Spur. The accident occurred at the 
north end o f Jamaica Spur. The track I s tangent throughout 
a distance o f 5 - 2 m i l e s immediately south of the po in t of 
acc iden t . The grade f o r ncrth-bound movements I s 0 . 5 0 per­
cent descending throughout a dis tance of 1 ,900 f e e t immedi­
a t e l y south of the po in t of acc iden t . 

At the north end o f Jamaica Spur the t rack i s l a i d on a 
f i l l approximately 12 f e e t in h e i g h t . The track ends at the 
south bank of Jordan Creek. The tops of the r a i l s are 19 f e e t 
above the l e v e l of the bottom of the stream. The t rack f o r ­
merly extended northward across the stream on a b r i dge approx­
imate ly 5 2 f e e t In l eng th . The br idge and the p o r t i o n of t rack 
north of the stream were removed In 1950. S ight c ross t i e s on 
the r a i l s at the end o f the t rack served as a bumping pos t . 

The maximum author ized speed between S i d e l l Je t . and 
Jamaica I s 2 5 mi les per hour. 

Desc r ip t i on of Accident 

"Extra 209 North, a north-bound f r e i g h t t r a i n , cons is ted 
of D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c unit 209, 4 l ca r s , and a caboose. This 
t r a i n stopped on the main t rack at S I d e l l J e t . about 3^30 a. m. 
The locomot ive and the f i r s t four cars were detached and p ro ­
ceeded to Jamaica. While moving a t a speed o f 28 mi l e s per 
hour, as i nd i ca t ed by the tape of the speed-recording d e v i c e , 
the locomot ive ran o f f the north end of the track at Jamaica. 

The locomot ive stopped upr ight wi th the f ron t end agains t 
an embankment on the north s ide o f the creek. The f ront end 
was 53 f e e t north of the end of the t rack and 1 8 f e e t below 
the l e v e l of the tops of the r a i l s . The rea r end was sup­
por ted by the f ront end of the f i r s t ca r , which was crushed 
inward. The f ront truck of the f i r s t car was d e r a i l e d , and 
th i s car stopped upr ight and i n l i n e wi th the t r ack . The 
locomot ive was considerably damaged, and the f i r s t car was 
aomewhat damaged. 
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The e n g i n e e r , t he f i r e m a n , the f r o n t brakeman, and the 
f l agman w e r e I n j u r e d . 

The w e a t h e r was c l e a r a t the t ime o f the a c c i d e n t , which 
o c c u r r e d about 3 : ^ 5 a. m. 

The l o c o m o t i v e was o f the r o a d - s w i t c h e r t y p e . I t was 
e q u i p p e d w i t h N o . 6-BL b r a k e equ ipmen t . 

D i s c u s s i o n 

The c rew o f E x t r a 209 N o r t h was a s s i g n e d t o p e r f o r m 
s w i t c h i n g s e r v i c e be tween V i l l a Grove J e t . and D a n v i l l e . 
L o c o m o t i v e 209 was a s s i g n e d t o t h i s c rew a t V i l l a G r o v e J e t . 
The e n g i n e e r s a i d t h a t when he i n s p e c t e d the l o c o m o t i v e b e ­
f o r e d e p a r t i n g he found t h a t the b r a k e s a p p l i e d and r e l e a s e d 
p r o p e r l y . He t e s t e d the sand ing d e v i c e and found t h a t v e r y 
l i t t l e sand was d e p o s i t e d on the r a i l s ahead o f t h e w h e e l s 
and t h a t no sand was d e p o s i t e d beh ind the w h e e l s . He s a i d 
t h a t w h i l e s w i t c h i n g a t A l l e r t o n , 7 . 0 m i l e s sou th o f S l d e l l 
J e t . , t he l o c o m o t i v e b r a k e d i d n o t seem t o be as e f f e c t i v e as 
u s u a l . He e x p e r i e n c e d no d i f f i c u l t y I n s t o p p i n g the t r a i n 
w i t h the au toma t i c b r a k e . He s a i d t h a t a f t e r l e a v i n g S l d e l l 
J e t . w i t h the l o c o m o t i v e and the f o u r c a r s he had no o c c a s i o n 
t o use the b rakes u n t i l he r e a c h e d Jamaica . 

As the l o c o m o t i v e and c a r s were a p p r o a c h i n g t h e p o i n t 
where the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d the enginemen, the f r o n t b r a k e -
man, and t h e f lagman were i n the c o n t r o l compartment o f the 
l o c o m o t i v e . The c o n d u c t o r had remained w i t h the r e a r p o r t i o n 
o f t he t r a i n a t S l d e l l J e t . The h e a d l i g h t o f the l o c o m o t i v e 
was l i g h t e d b r i g h t l y . The e n g i n e e r s a i d t h a t the speed o f 
the l o c o m o t i v e be tween S l d e l l J e t . and Jamaica was be tween 
20 and 25 m i l e s p e r h o u r . The employees on the l o c o m o t i v e 
I n t e n d e d t o p l a c e the c a r s on the n o r t h end o f the a u x i l i a r y 
t r a c k a t Jamaica , and the e n g i n e e r s a i d t h a t when the l o c o ­
m o t i v e was I n the v i c i n i t y o f a r a i l - h i g h w a y g rade c r o s s i n g 
I m m e d i a t e l y n o r t h o f the s t a t i o n he a p p l i e d the l o c o m o t i v e 
b r a k e s w i t h t h e Independen t b rake v a l v e . He s a i d t h a t the 
r a t e o f d e c e l e r a t i o n appeared t o be l e s s than n o r m a l , and 
when the l o c o m o t i v e r e a c h e d a p o i n t about 90 f e e t n o r t h o f 
t h e c r o s s i n g he made a s e r v i c e a p p l i c a t i o n o f the b r a k e s . 
He s a i d t h a t the r a t e o f d e c e l e r a t i o n s t i l l appea red t o be 
l e s s than n o r m a l , and when the l o c o m o t i v e was i n t h e v i c i n i t y 
o f t he n o r t h a u x i l i a r y - t r a c k s w i t c h he p l a c e d the b r a k e v a l v e 
I n emergency p o s i t i o n . He s a i d t h a t a t t h i s t ime he r e l e a s e d 
the b rakes on the l o c o m o t i v e m o m e n t a r i l y w i t h the i n d e p e n d e n t 
b r a k e v a l v e so tha t the whee l s would n o t l o c k and s l i d e . He 
s a i d the emergency a p p l 1 c a t i o n seemed to be e f f e c t i v e , and 
he thought the l o c o m o t i v e would s t o p b e f o r e r e a c h i n g the end 
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of the track. The other employees on the locomotive agreed 
with the engineer as to the approximate point at which the 
brakes were applied. They said that until the locomotive 
was In the vicinity of the north auxiliary-track switch they 
took no exception to the manner in which the movement was 
being handled. 

After the accident occurred the brakes on the four cars 
were found to be applied. In tests made several days after 
the accident occurred the piston travel after an emergency 
brake application was found to be 6 - 1 / 4 inches, 6 - 1 / 4 Inches, 
1 1 Inches, and 9 - 1 / 2 inches. These tests were made after a 
brake beam and one pair of wheels had been changed on the 
car which was derailed. The Independent brake valve, the 
automatic brake valve, the distributing valve, and the feed 
valve were removed from the locomotive and tested on a test 
rack. They were found to operate properly. No slid-flat 
marks were found on the wheels of any of the cars or the 
locomotive. An Inspection of the track disclosed no Indica­
tions of sand on the rails near the north end of the track. 

The tape of the speed-recording device, as Interpreted 
by an official of the carrier, Indicated that the speed of 
the locomotive increased from 23 to 28 miles per hour through­
out a distance of 1 / 2 mile Immediately south of the end of the 
track, and that it was 28 miles per hour at the time of the 
derailment. There was no apparent reduction in speed before 
the accident occurred. 

All members of the crew except the fireman had been on 
this assignment for some time and were familiar with the 
physical characteristics of the line between SIdell Jet. and 
Jamaica. Apparently the brakes on the locomotive and cars 
were not applied in sufficient time to stop the locomotive 
short of the end of the track, and it appears that the mem­
bers of the crew were mistaken as to the location of the 
locomotive at the time the brakes were applied in emergency. 

Cause 
This accident was caused by failure properly to control 

the speed of a locomotive with cars approaching the end of 
a track. 

Dated at Washington, D, C , this sixth 
day of Hay, 1 9 5 7 . 

By the Commission, Commissioner Tuggle. 

(SEAL) HAROLD D. McCOY, 
Secretary, 


