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INTERSTATE COMMERCE CCMMISSION

TNVESTIGATION NO 2743

MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTIS

IL TH® IIATTER OF
TnE ACCIDENT REPCETS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.
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ThZ CZICTAGO & EASTERN ILLIVCOIS RAILROAD CONMPANY

December 8, 1043.

Accident neer Cery, I1l., on November 16, 1943, caused by
Toilure properly tc control tne speed of tne followlng
Train meving witnin yard limits.

1
REPCRT OF THE COIM:IISSION

PATTZRSON, Commissioner:

Cn Yovember 16, 1243, tnere was a rear-end collision
between a freignt tﬂaln and two engires, ccupled, on tne
Cnicago & Eastern Tllirois Railroad near Cory, Il;., wnich
regulted in the deatn of one emnloyee.

~Under auvtnority of cection 17 (2) of the Interctate Com-
merce Act the sovcve-entitled proceeding was referred by tne
Comiaigsion to Commigsioner Patterson for consideration and
disposition )
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Location of Accident snd Metrhod of Oreration

This accident ocecurred on that pert of thne railroad
désignated as tne Danville Pistrict and extending between
Erewer and Yard Center, I11., 108.5 nile Petween Oaklawvn
and Cory, resmectLVely, 1.7 mlle~ and 3.1 n119s nortn of
Brewer, tnl was g double~track 11ne Wltﬂln vard limits, over
wnich traing were operated by tlmetable, traln orders and an
automatic plock -system.  The aP01dent occu“red-w1tnin yvard
limits on tne northward main track 0.61 mile soutn of the
tower at Cory. [From the soutn the maln tracks were tangent
tarougnout a distance of 1.33 miles to this point and a con-
Dlderable digtence northward. Tiae grade wasg practically level.

Between Qaklawn and bory, an auxiliary track paralleled
tne soutnward. main.trsck on tne weetf. AL Osklawn, an engine-
nouse track was corinected to tne aux111aPV~uracK and its
switen was trailing-point for movements from tQ1s track to
the auxilisry track. The soutir swltech of a crossover 181 feet
long, nereinafter reflerred to zs crossover No. 1, wnicn con-
nected tne auxiliary track and the soutnward main track, was
13 feet norti of the englnepousn—uracﬂ sw1t“n, and vas facing-
point for fovements Trom' the auxiliary ftrack to tne soutnivard
main track. Tne sgoutn switcn of a.crossover 1935 feel long,
nereinafter referred to as crossover No. 2, wnich connected
tne soutnward and tine nortnward main traeks, was 41 feeU nortn
of tne nartn.switen of c¢rdssover ¥o..1l, and was facing-point
for movements from tne s0u toward to the nortnward main track.

Time—t Dle instructlons read in.part as follows:

22. CHANGES IN BOCK OF RULES: \ -
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k-Rule 93--% % %Third class and extra trains,.road
enines, yerd engines and motors must move on
either main track within yard limits under such
contrqol as will prevent sccident ‘and must not ex-
ceed five (5) miles per hour unlecs the main

‘track is seen or known to be clear, ¥ % *

\

Descrintion of Accident.

Yo. 54, a nortn-bound seeond class frelglt train, consist-
ing of eagine 1956, 62 cars and a caboose, stopned at Cory at
5:01 a. m., at tne nortaward nome signal,‘which wasg displaying
step. About 3 minutes later tne rear end, wnich was sftanding
3,199 fcot south of the tower at Cory, wag struck by Extra
1009 1016 North.
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Zxtra-1009-1016 Nortn, a nortn-bound train, consisting
of engines 1009 and 1016, headed soutnward, in the order named,
was en route from the enginehouse at Osklawn to the passenger
station at Danville, 1.6 miles north of Oaklawn. The headlignht
on tne rear end of tne first engine was lignted. Tnis train .
moved from the enginenouse track to the auxiliary track,
tnrougn crossover No. 1 to the southward main track and througn
crossover No. 2 to the northward main track. It entered tne
nortnward main track 353 feet north of.signal 124-4, the ap-
proach signal to the northward nome signal at Cory, and while
moving at an estimated speed of 8 miles per nour it struck
tne rear end of No. 54. :

tne caboose of No., 54 was demolished. The rear two cars
were deralled and considerably damaged. Tne tender of engine
1009 was badly damaged.

It was nazy at the time of the accident, wnicn occurred
about 3:04 a. mn.

The conductor of No. 54 was killed.

Digcussion

Tne rules of this carrier governing operation within yard
1imits provide tnat third-class and extra trains and engines
must be operated under sucn control as will prevent an acci-
dent, and must not exceed a speed of 5 miles per hour unless
tne main track is seen or known to be clear.

About S minutes after No. 54 stopped within yard limits,
its rear end was struck by Extra 1009-1016 Nortn. Under tne
rules the speed of Extra 1009-1016 was required to be so con-
trolled that it could be stopped snort of a train or an
obstruction.

Wnen No. 54 stopped, the flagman and tne conductor were
in tne caboose. Tne flagman said that tne marker lamps on
the caboose were lighated when he last examined them about 30
minutes prior to the accident. The flagman saw tne reflection
of tne neadlignt of the first engine of the approacaning train,
and ne Jjumped off just before the collision occurred. He
called a warning to the conductor, but the collision occurred
before tine conductor could leave the caboose.

The crew of Extra 1009-1016 consisted of an enéineer and
a fireman on each engine, and tne engines were moving in back-
ward motion., Immediately after No. 54 passed crossover No. 2



at Oaklawn, Extra 1009-1018 entered tne nortaward main track
and nad proceeded northwerd a distance of 2,016 feet at a
speed of about 8 miles per nour wnen it struck No. 54. A
switentender, wno wes at crossover No. 2 waen lo. 54 passed
sald thet ne obeerved lignted red marxer-larps diegnlayed at
tne rear end of No. H4. Tne engineer cof engine 1016 gaid
gaw a lignted red marker-lamp on tne west gide of the cabo
but trne otner members of the crew of Extra 1009-101¢ caid
did not observe tne rear end of No. 54 wnen 1t pasced cro
over No. 2. ¥Tacn member of the crew said he was maintain
a lockout anead, but none of them saw No. 54 from thne time
tnelr train entered thne northward main track to tne time cof
tne collision. Tne enginemen of tne first engine sald tnat
cosl dust blowing from tne tender of tne engine restricted
tneir view of tne track anead to some extent. Tne enginemen
of the second engine said that tneir view of tne track anead
was obscured by smoke. The engineer of tne first engine moved
tne brake valve to emergency position immediately after tne
collisicn occurred.
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Cause

It is Tfound that this accident was czused by failure
properly to control thne speed of tne following train moving
within yard limits.

Dated at Wasnington, D. C., tnig eigntn :
day of December, 1943.

Ey tne Commission, Commissioner Patterson.

W. P. BARTEL,
(SEAL)
Secretary.



