INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON

REFORT NO. 3287
THE CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO RAILROAD COMPANY
IN RE ACCIDENT
NFAR OWENS, OHIO, ON
JANUARY 23, 1981




-2 - Report No, 3387

SUMMARY
Date: January 22, 1301
Rallroad: Chesapeake and Ohio
Location: Owens, Ohio
Kind of accident: Renr-end collision
Trains involved: Freioht ¢ Frelpht
Train nurbers: 97 : Extra 3031 West
Engire numbers: 1646 1 2031
Consists: 107 cara, : 14 cars, cabonse

2 cabooscs

Estimated speeds: Standing ¢ 35 m, »., h,

Operation: Sirnal incdications

Tracks: Douhle; taneent; 3,195 percent
accending ~rede westward

Weather: Snowing

Time: 10 pe m,

Casualties: 1 killed; 2 1njured

Cause: Failure to operate followinz traln

in accordance with sisnal incdlcatlions



NTERAGTATE CCMME:CZ COMMISSION

REPORT NO, 38497

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPOLTS
UUDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT CF MAY &, 1910,

TIE CHLSAPTAXE AID QHIO RAILFOAD COWPALY

April 9, 1951

Ancident near Oweng, Chleo, on Januery 27, 1301, cauvced
by failure to cverate tiie followins trsin in
accordance witlk slgnal indicat%tions,

1
REPORT OF TEE COMMISGSION

PATTERSCY, Commissioner:

Cn January 23, 1951, there wae a rear-end collision
between two freight trains on the Crenanca%e and Ch'o
Rallway near Ovens, Otio, which resulted in the death of
one emplovee and the injury of two employees,

il ;

Under suthority of section 17 (2) of the In%erstate Com-
merce Act the above-catitled proceedinz was referred by the
Coamigsion tn Commissinner Pattercon forr consideration and
disposition,
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Locaticn of Accident and Methiod of Opereation

This accident occurred on that part of the Hocking
Division extending betweern Parsons and Walbridee, Ohio,
125,7 miles. In the vicinity of ther pola*t cf sccildent
this 1s a double-track line, over which tralas are
operated in elther direction on either track by sisnal
indicatlions. From north to souwth the main tracks are
designated as No, 1 znd Ne. 2, The accident occurred on
track o, 1 at a voint 45.1 miles west of Parsons and
5,263 feet east of Owens., From the east there ls a tangent
1.75 miles to the pcint of accident and a considerable distance
westward, In the vicinlty of the point of accident the grads
for west-bound mnvements is 0.15 nercent ascendlng,

Automatic signals 377 and 391 and controlled signal
86R, governling west-bound movemnents on track Lo. 1, are
locateG, respectively, 1,71 mlles cast, 2,434 f=et cast, and
5,207 feet west of the neint of accident, These slgnals are
of the color-light type., Sigrnal 862 is continuously lighkted,
and signals 377 and 321 are approach lighted. ipgrnals &77
and 321 display three aspects eacli, Aspects a-nlicable tn
this investigation and the corresponding indications and names
are as follows:

Signal Aspect Indication Name

377 Grecen over PROCEED Clear
number plate

377 Yecllow over PREPARE TO STOP Apnroach

391 number plate AT NEXT SIGNAL,

TRAIN EXCEEDING
MEDIUM SPEED
MUST AT OKCE
RECUCE TO THAT

SPELD,
391 Red over STOP:; THEN Stop and
number plate PROCEED IN Proceed

AGCCORDANCE WITH
RULE 509-(a)-C
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£6R Red-over-recd 3TOP Stop
8€R Yellow-over— PREPARE TO STOP Approach .
red AT NEXT SIGUAL,

TRAIN EXCEEDING
MEDIUM SPEED
MUST AT ONCE
REDUCE TO THAT
SPEED,

The controlling circuits of sivnals 377 and 391 arc so arranged
that vhen the block of si;nal 391 1s occupled signal 377
indicates Approach and simmal 321 indicetes Stop and Proceed.

This carvrier's operating rules read in vnert as follows:
DEFILITIONS

MEDIUM SPEED,--One-half marimum authorlzed speed,
but not to exceed 30 milcs per Lour,

RESTRICTZD SPEZD,--Procecd prepared to stop short
of train, obstructior, or anything that mey re~ulre the
speed of the train to be reduced, but not excecding 15
miles per hour.

27, A gimnal imperfectly displayed, or the
abgence of a sirnal at a place where a signal is
usually ehoun, must be regarded as the most
restrictive indlcatlion that cen be civen by that
glonal * % #

% 4 %

34, A1l members of traln and engine crews must,
when practicable, communicate to each other by its
name the indlcation of &ll sigznals affecting the
movement of thelr train,

35, The following signals will be uvsed by flagmen:

Day signals—-A red flag,
Torpedoes and .
Fusees,

Night sirnals--A red 1light,
A white 1light,
Torpedoes and
Fusces.
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99 (a). When a troin steps under clrcum=tances
in wnhilch 1t may be overtaken by &anovher train‘ the
flamman must ;o back immediately with fleoman
sisnals o sufficient disterce to insure full
rrotection, placing btwo torpedoces, nnd wnen neceass,ry,
in addition, dieplasing lishtoed fugneg, ¥ % ¥

¥* # %

500 (a), #* % %

% %

C. Wher 2 train is ctopned by a Stop and Proceed
nal, 1t may nroceed at once at restricted spend.

The maximum authorlzed sneed for freight trains was £9
miles per hour,

Description of Accident

. No. 97, a west-bound third-class freicht traln,
consisted of engine 1€45, 107 cars and 2 cabcnses. This
troin nasged Preosnect, the last open offlce, 4.6 milcs

ast of Owens, ot 2:857 p. m,, passed sicncl 377, which
1ndicated Proceecd, passed signal 391, wihich indicated
Approach, and "tonped ot sirnal B6R, whick indicated Stop.
Avout & minutes later thc rear end UJS struck hy Exstra SC31
Weet,

E.tra 3031 West, a wegt-bound freipsht train, consisted
of engince 3031, 16 cars and 8 caboose Tris trein pnssed
Prospect at 5:04 p, m,, pessed cignal 577, which 1lrndicated
Lpproach, passed signal 331, whick indicoted Stop #nd Procesd,
and whlle moving 2t 2n cst LmJted aneed of &5 miles per hour
1t gtrucx the rear end cf No, 27.

Both cebecoses and the rerr four cars of lo, 97 wsre
deralled »nd ¢tonpsd in veorious positions on or ncar the track.
The cabooses 2rd the reor tuo cars were Cestroyed, The otH°r
derailed cars were bndly demoged. Engine 3031 stopped on Its
left side and parnllel to the track, with the front end ?15
Tcet west of the polnt of accident. The firet eicht core and
the front truck of the n*nt car of Extra 3031 Went wore deralled
and stopde in varicug positions on or necr the track., The
enginﬁ and the tender were badly damaged, The firat to the
fifth csrs, In cLusiV vere padly damczed, The otrher deralled
carg were slizshtly d,muged
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The fireman of Extra 3031 West was killed. The englneer
and the flagman of Extrn 3031 West were injurcd,

It was snowing ~t the time of the accldent, which '
occurred about 3:10 p. m.

Discusgion

As No., 97 wans avproaching the point where the accident
occurrcd the engincer, the fireman and the front brakeman
were in the cab of the encine, and the conductor and the
flagman were in the coboose., The enzineer nnd the fireman
sald that sicnal 377 indicated Clear, BSignal 281 indicated
Approach, and the speed of the train was reduced to comply
with the indication, The Iireman suld that he could not
distinguish the aspect of sirnel 291 becouse of fallilng snow
and snow accumulated on the signol, However, the englnecr
sald that he saw the aspect and called the Approach 1ndication
to the fireman, The enginecr and the flreman snld that as
thelr train was approsching signal 86R they could not
dlistinguish the aspect displayed by that sienal because of
snow, and that the trrin wes stopped at signal 86R, After
the traln stopped, the enginccr and the Circeman observed thet
the silgnal indlecated Stop., Immediately a2fter the traln
ctonped, the flagm-n ali~ktcd from the cocboose and proceeded
erstwerd to provide flrg protection. About 4 minutes later
the sgspect of signal 86R changed to indicrnte Approzch, The
engineer then sounded the enginc-whistle signal to recall
the flegman, and, about the same time, the flagmnn henrd
Extra 031 West apnroaching, He immediately lipht<d a red
fusee #nd gave stop signals. The conductor alsoc heard Extra
2031 Vest approaching, culled o warning to the flagmen, and
gave stop signals as he vioceeded esstward. The enzincer
of Extra 3031 West did not acknorvledge 'their signals, The
canductor said that when the en~ine of Extra 031 West possed
him he called 2 warning to the cnginecr, The conductor and
the flegman of No, 297 were in thic vicinity of the caboose of
Extra 3031 West when that train stopped,

As Extra 3021 West was approaching the point where the
accldent occurred the specd wrg about 35 mlles per hour. The
engineer ond the fireman were in the ¢nb of the englne, and
the conductor, the front brakeman and the flagman were in .
the ccboose. The brrkes of this train had been tested and
had functiloned properly when used en routc. The englineer
cald that becense of snow, and of sacke from the engine, he
could not distinguish the aspzet disnlayed by signal 377,
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However, he said that the fireman cnlled the indilcation of
the sienal as Clear and, therefore, he did not take ony
action to reduce the speed of the train. The enginecr anid
that signal 391 also was obscured from hin view by snoyw ~nd
smokxe, He s821d the firemsn also cnlled the indlentlon of
the signal as Clear, and trher:fore he did not trks any action
to reduce the speed of the train, He scid ke obscrved the
caboose of No. 27 when 1t was rbout 600 {c«t ¢igtnat, Zc
immediatecly made an emerescncy apnlicotion of the brazes, Wt
the epeed of the train wns not materially reduced before the
collision oczurred. He grid he did not sce ~» lightcd reod
fusec, and did not see anyone giving stop silvnrle hefore the
collision occnrred, He did aot hear the conductor of ln, 27
call a2 warning to him,

The conductor of Wo, 97 a<ild thot sthen the c~boosc of
No, 97 passed slgnals 377 ond 391, ke observed from a distonce
of abgout 80 feet that each indicated Ston »nd Procred. No
surviving member of the crew of Extra 3031 Wcat saw the
espect dlsplayed oy either signal, The conductecr ~nd the
flagman of Extra 3031 Wost sald the aspects couvld not be
distinguished from the ceboose. The Tlagmen of No. 97 snid
thot when he procceded cr~stward to provide fleg pbrotecticn zftcr
the accldent occurred signal 21 indicnt:d Stop aand Procoed,
The flagman of Extra 3031 Weat said that he observcd tae
aspect of signal 391 about 20 minutes after the accident
occurrz2d and that it indicated Stop and Proceud, Eoch
signal displayed the proper agpect for the precedins troin,
After the accident ocecurresd, the signal system in the
vicinity of the poirnt of occident wos tegted and was found
fo be functioning properly.

It is found that this =ccident wrs caused by feoilur
to operate the followlng traln in accordance with sirnal
indications.

Dated at Washington, D, C.,, this ninth
day of April, 19¢1,

By the Commlssion, Commicsioner Patterson,

( SEAL) W. P. BARTEL,



