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INTERSTATE COLMERCE COIZIISSTON

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY CCNCERNING AN
ACCIDENT ON THE CHESAPEAKE AND CHIO RAILWAY AT
GULFCO, XY., ON MAY 39, 1935,

To the Commission:

On May 29, 1935, there was a dcrailment of a
freight train on the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway at Gulfco,
Ky.,, which resulted in the death of & cmployees and the
injury of 1 employee.

Location and method of operation

This accident occurred on the Lexington Sub-division
of the Asihland Division which e:xtends between Ashland and
Lexington, Ky., a distance of 133,7 miles. In the vicinity
of the point of accident this is a single~track line over
which trains arc operated by time table, train orders, and
a manual block-signal system, The accident occurred at the
end of a spur track known as Gulfco, located approximately
0.9 mile west of Ashland Junction. Apvroaching the point
of accidzsnt fron the O‘ast6 there is a series of curves and
tangents, followed by a 3% 30' curve to the rizht 1,698 feet
in length, tangent track for a distance of 310 fcet, and
then a 49 curve to the left 1,183 fect in length, the spur
track leading off to the right from this latter curve at a
point 896 feet from its leaving end. The spur track, 383
feet in length, is tangent. The grade for west~bcund trains
is 0.85 percent descending for a distance of approximatcely
1,856 feet to the point of accicdent,

The spur track has a facing—point switch for west-
bound trains, with a No. 10 turnout. The switch stand,
located on the north side of the track, ts of the Star high
type with the center of the lens of thc switch lamp 8 fecet
6 inches above the ties, and displays & green indication
when the switch 1s lined Tor the main track and o red indi-
cation when lined for the spur trac% The stand also is
equipped with banners located below the laap, providing the
same color indications., A switch-point derail 1s located
on the spur track 198 fect westi of bthe switch; at the time
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of the accidens the derail wag in open pouition and locked,
and bthere were 1o cars on the spur track,

The main tracl runs through a cut at the easterc
cnd of th2 curve on which the accldent occurrcd, the cut
being 45 fecet deep on the inside of the curve; the view of
the swiech to e had by the engineman of a west~bound train
is rectricted to 164 ILecet and by tnc fircman to 580 feetba

<

Tic main traci is laid with 100-pound rails, 39
Yeco ir. lengbh, with an average of 23 treated ties to the
rail icength, fully .piked and tieplated, and 1. ballasted
with slag ona gravs. 1o 4 depth of about 12 inches; the track
18 well maintained., The spur srack 1s laid with 20-pound
rairls, aad 1s fully spiked and tieplated. The ma.imum specd
linit for freighy trwing of the class involved in this accident
ig 10 umlles per hour on the main track.

The weasher wan clear at $the tine of the aceldent,
11ch occurred sbout 2340 a. .

Descripbion

Train No. 95, operating as Trown Mo, 73, & west-—
bound third~clage Tr1gh, train, coaslsted of 28 cars and a
caizoobu, awuled by caffiae 3uld, und was wn charge of Conduclowx
Strother and Ingincman ficaols,  This train passed Ashland
Juncvion, the last open sclegraph orrice, at 8137 a.m.,, ac—
cording to the trualn siect, cutered the open svitch leading
to vace spur track 2t Gullico waile traveling at a spccd eshi-
mated to nceve been between 80 and 30 miles per hous, and wos
aerolled at the end ol $his spur tracka

The englne headea dowa a 8o—-Tfoot eabankuent and
stonnea with 1ts Iront cud buried approximately £ Tect in the
$0s 5 earuil, walle the teuder remained coupled to the ¢nzine
and was lcaning to the cight ot an angle or about 50°. The
Lirnt two cars ctopped o the left side
the front end oi thas third cars res
ond cnglne cap, witl 1ts rear en
Th. rfcemariing cquinuens was 1ot

.

¢ 07 bhe cngine 7Taile
fed on %top or the tender

vn the top ol tac cabaakuenc.
railed or damaged.

The employecs killed were the enzineman and hcad
braicuan, wnd the caployee ingured was tae [irocman,



Surmary of cvidence

Fireman Barlker stated that alter passing Ashland
Junction he and Head Brakema:n Holder were working with the
stoker, as the coal was wet and would choke up 1in the barrels,
After passing through the tunnel, located 1,656 feet east of
Gulfco switch, he and vhe engineman opened thelr cab windows
and after looking ahead for a short time the firemun resumed
his work on the stoker. When the engineman sounded the
whistle for the road crossing at Gulfco the fireman got up
on his seat box and looked out +to see if any autoaobiles were
approacining the crossing from the south or left side of the
track, and as they reached the road crossing he saw that
the train had entered the spur track. He immcdiately called
a warning and got ready to jump, but there was no response
from the cnglneman and the fireman was unable to say whether
or not the engineman applied the air brakes, The speed at
that time wag about 30 miles per hour; the headlight on the
engine was burnaing, but sc far as he knew, no one saw the
switch light.

Conductor Strother stated that his train was travel=-
ing at a speecd of about 25 miles per hour when the alr brakes
were applied in emergency; there werc three distinct shocks
and he thought that the train might have traveled 10 or 13
car lengths before stopping. An examination of the switch
disclosed it to be open and locked, with the switch lamp dis—
playing « red indication, aad 1t had not been damaged in any
way. The derail had been run through, however, and was open
about 1 inch, with the rod broken off closc to the stand;
the target displayed yellow, the indication displayed when
the derail switch 1s 1n derailing position.

Trackwalker Dixon stated that when patrolling the
track ou the day prior to the accident he had stopped at
Gulfco about noon, filled the switch lamp with oil, triumed
the wick, and greased tue switch, which was properly locked.
He utated that he does not have a switch key 1n his possession,
and that he never had found any evidence in the past that any
onc had tampered with the lock or switch at this point.

Scction Forcman Sorrell stated that he passed through
Gulico on his motor car on the alfternoon prior to the occur=
rence oif the accident, at which tiue the switch was properly
lined and displaying tae proper indication. He did nob use
the switch on this occasion and had last inspected it on lHay
85, ut which time both the switch and lock were in good
condition.



Supervisor ol Track Amburgey stated thas he passed
through Gulfco on an cast-bound motor car about 4:2305 p.m,
on the aftcrnoon before Lhe occurrence of the accident, and
obscrved that the switch point Tittea properly sgainut the
stock rail; his examinasion of the switch and lock aifter the
accident disclosed no 1ndwcation that erther of shem had been
tampercd vitth,

Conductor Sweet, of Tra-.n No. 88, un east-bound
freight train, stated that his train stopped at Gulico about
1:45 peme on the altcrnoon berore the accident to prck up
a car oa ‘the spur track, und a8 the caboose passed the swiich
ne saw thoat the switch and derail werc in the proper position.
Head Brakeman James stated thut he operated the switch and
derail when the car was picked up at Gulfco, and after closiug
the switceh and placing the derail i1n derailing position he
locked thcm both; he also said that he always made it a
practice to test the switch locks after closing them by jerlke
ing on che lock chain to mase certain that the locks arce
securcly closed, cud was gulte sure that he did so on bthis
OCCUB 1O,

Thie wmembers of the crevw ol Train Ho, 2=, an east-—

bound passenger train which passed through Gullco about 11:38
DP.lle, Stilved they noticed no unusual noise or motion of the
traln as 1t passed over the switch, Engineman Ginn of that
train stated that he sounded the crossing whictle signal for
the crossing located ncar the spur-track switcn, but he did
notv recall seeiny the switcen target. Fireman Johnson, however,
stated that e was watching for the crossing and saw the

switch Lomp displaying a greocn indicabion,

The switch had been last used about 1:0L0 p.m. on
the afternoon before the accident, when a car was picked up Ly
Train No, 88, and subsequent to that time 1 motor car and 3
eagt~bound trains passed over it in trailing position and 1
west—bound train and 1 motor car in facing position, indi-
catinz tuat the switch musgt have becn 1n proper position at
those tines.

Examination by Lhe Commnission's inspectors indicated
Y p

that the accident was n0v caused by any faulty condition o7

the switch, track or equipmeans., The switch and lock were in
goouw condition and there was aotning about them o indicate
that they had been tamperced with 11 any way,.

Discussion

ATter che accildent the gwitch was found lined for the
spur track and locled, wish the sw7iteh light displaying a red


http://ma.ee

indication Taere was no cvidence of the switch having been
tamperced wiin, and av the time of the invertigatioa 1t could
not pe aetermined how i1t became cpen, Sabhscquent to the

timc she switch had last been used, more thin 1.2 hours prior
to the occurrciace of the accident, there aad been 51X move—
nents over inis switch, both directions included, the last
movement having beea a tralling movewment about 3 hours before
vhe accident occurred, and the fireman of that train stated
1his he saw the switch Llight displaying 4 green indication,

The vier to e had of this switch light when ap-
proaching from the east 1s very much regtricted, 2and it is
guitc cvident that no one oun tiae trair involved saw the
gvlccii Llight and that the engine was oa the spur track before
any or then wore awoere the tre in had beew diverted from the
g21n track, the fireman Delnyg the first to discover 1t.

His view of the switeh lighe, vaich was the wost favorable,
wais only 520 feet, but ae hod been ioriing on the stoker
practically up to the time the engine reached the svitch,

Conclus.Lons

Tris occiaent was caased by & open switch,

Regpectiully submitted,
Y. J. PATTERSOH,

Director,



