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INTERSTATE COIMIIERCE COMUISSION

REPORT CF THE DIRZCTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY CONCERNING AN
ACCIDENT ON THT CHESAPEAKE AUD OHIO RAILVAY NEAR
A PEMBERTOY, Vi., Oi SEPTTLBER 9, 1935.

October 17, 1935.
To the Cormmuission:

On feptember 9, 1935, there was a head—end collision be-
tween a freight train anld a rail motor car on the Chegapealke and
Chio Railway near Pemberton, Va., which rzsulted in injury to 4
employees.

Location and method of operation

This accident occurred on the Rivanna Suh—division of the
fichmond Division, extendius westwarl Irom R Cabin, Richmond, to
Gladstone, Vea., 130.7 niles. Stetions naued are Aistant frow R
Cabin, rcspectively: Rock Castle, 42 miles; Peuberton, 49 niles;
Elk H111l, 53.5 nmiles, and Columbie, 58.4 miles. In the vieinity
of the point of accident thie 1s 2 sintle-track line over which
traing ere cperated by time table, train orcders and a manunl
block-si2nal svstem. Motor cars are roved by authority of writien
line—ups or information concerning expected movements of trains,
1esusd by Jcispatchers, and are neither goverrned nor protected
by manual block—signal indications. This accident occurred
apmr oximately 1.2 miles west of Pemberton; approaching this point
from the east, a comnmound curve to the right, varving from 203!
to 5935', extends 2,322 feet to the noint of accident and con-—
tinuzs westwarc a distance of 1,688 feet. Curvature 1iso 2°401 at
the point of accident and increacses to the maximun as the west end
of the curve is neared. Approacning from the west, tangent track
1,233 feetv in length extends to the curve previously described.
Grade is practically level in the viciuity of the point of acci-
dent. This accident occurred within a shnliow cut, banks of which
and trees thereon restrict visioa in the vicinity of the point of
accldent ~pproximately to 470 f=eet.

The occident occurred about 3:42 p.m., at which time the
weather was clear.
Descrintion

No. 92, an east—hound third-class freight train, 1in charge
of Conductor Lacv and Engineman Thornton, consisted of 149 cars
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and o cabocse, hauled by engine 1316. This train vassed Columhia
at 2:20 p.m.,, 3 hours 25 riinutes late, and passed ETlk Hill at
2:35 p.m., & hours 31 minutes late, according to the train shoaot,
convinued eastward approximately 3.3 nmiles and collided with a
rail motor car.

Two section gancs, consisting of Foreman Mann and Pace
and nine laborers, moved westward frorm Rock Castle toward their
headquarters at Colwabia on a notor car assigned to Foreman dann
and driven by a laborer 'mcer his direction. Prior to departure
from Rock Castle, Foreman Pacc obtairned from the operator a
written line—up cn the mrescribed form, issued at 2:16 p.m. which
conveyed informetion that No. 93, a west—-bound freight train was
expected to depart from Maideas at 2:19 p.m., that No. 92 was
expcected to depart from Coluashia at 8:21 p.m., and that No. 10,
an east—-bound passenger train, was on time; no reference wes
made to the time that No. 93 wag ezpected to depart from Elk Hill
2nd Pembvertca, intermediate statioas. The motor car departed
from Rock Castle about 2:20 or 2:25 p.m. and did not stop at
Poumerton, Hut continued westwarcd approximately 1.2 miles beyond
that station and collided with No. 922.

Sreed of No. 93 =t tire of collision 15 estimated at
about 35 wmiles per hour and speed of the motor car at 5 or 6
miles mer hour. Ecquipment of o. 92 was not darmaged appreciably.
The motor car was 3lightly damagced but was not derailed. Foreman
Pace and three laborers on the motor car were injurcd; the
foreman died, apparently as a result of this injury, two weeks
after the accident cccurred.

Surmmary of evidence

Section Foremsn llann stated that a washout “etween Irwin
and Columbia required him and his force to work continucusly fron
7 a.m., Sunday, Scptemder 8, until relieved ahout 8 p.m, Scptember
9, after which he and Foreman Pace and their respective forces
preparcd to Treturn to their headguarters; he was very tired anc
Foreman Pace was exhausted. Both foremen were of equal rank buv
Foreman Menn assumed resronsibllity for operation of the motor
car used by hoth forces., Ho otteained gas for the motor cer while
Foreman Pace obtained from the operator at Rock Castle a resular
line-up riving location of trains. Foreman lMann stated that Fore-
man Pace deliversd this line—up to him, remarking that Lo. 10 was
on time, which conveyed tc hirm the impression that No. 10 was
the next train due. Glancing at the line—up and placing it 1in
his pociet, failing to read that portion which incicated that No.
92 would nass Columbia at 2:21 p.m., he departed from Reck Oastle
ahout 2:30 or 3:35 p.m., the car Heing operatcd by Laborer
Tinslevy under his direction.



Aphronaching Perberton ancd hein: unfamiliar with that sec—
tion of track, Forcmen lann nsked Foreman Pace whether thcy had
sufficient time to zo to the east switch at Elk Hill and received
an affirmntive answer. Foreman Pace also gaid the driver of the
motor car wanted to know 1f they werc goings to stop, but Forcman
Pacc did not say that a stop should be made. Foreran Mann in-
ctructed Leborer Tinsley that 1t was not neccssary to stop, al-
thouzh he acknowledsed thoat pacsing Pomberton without ohtaining
Information concerning the location of trains was an ovcrsight.
When the motor car rcached a point about one mile Wwost of Pember-
ton, moving about 12 niles per hour, No, 98 was scen cominr around
a curve; omoke of the traian could be seen 800 or 300 fcet distant.
8oeed of the motor car was reduced to about b or 6 uiles per hour
and all emrloyees wot off hHefore the colligl®d  occurred at
2143 p.u.

Scction Foreman Pace stated that he was ot the washout
from Sunday morain;, September 8, until a™out 2 p,.m., September 9.
At the request of Foreman Mann, he obtained a linerup at Reck
Castle fronm Operator leachum, who read the line-up to him at time
of delivery. Understanding that No. 92 was shead of No., 10 and
would meet No, 93 at Peuherton, he delivered the line—up to
Forenan llann and saw him look at it. At Pemberton he asked Fore-
man liann 1f he desired to stop, but lann waved to Tinsley to
proceed., Aware that motor cars arc required to stop at each onen
telegroph office, Foreman Pace expected to stop at Pemberton for
No. 92; he thought, however, thet No. 93 might Me delaycd suffi-
ciently that the motor car misht pass Sand Pit, near which tais
accldent lnter occurrcc, and that thc motor car might then he
removec fror: the track. He reiterated that he had cxpected Wo,
22 to “e ahcad of No, 10, but he stated afterward that he under-—
stood that No, 10 would arrive first,

Lahorer Tinsley, who operated the motor car involved in
this accident, stated that he did not sce the line—up and that he
vas instructed Dy Forcrian llann to take sidin: for No. 10 at Elk
H1ll. Hc recucod g»nced to a“out 10 or 15 miles per hour when
approaching Pemberton and, when about 100 yards from the ctation,
havine meen signaled by Forcman liann to proceed, he asked lMr. lann
if he intended to stop for a line—up “ut reccived a negative reply.
He increasec speed and proceeded to the vicinity of Sand Pit
curve where, seeing the engine of No., 92, he aprlicd the brake and
jumped off, He stated that he had Wecn examined and qualified as
a motor car operator and that he operated this motor car under
direction of Foreman Mann, but, had he been alone, he would have
stopped at Pemberton.

The statement of La~orer Tinsley weag corroborated by
statements of Laborers Lewis Young and Jessie Young. Statements of
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six other laborers, questioned subsequently, added nothing to
testimony previously preseuted.

Operator Meachum stated that he was on duty at Rock
Castle when Foreman Pace reguested a iine-up to Columbia. He
obtained this liune—up from the digpatcher, 1ssued 1t on the re—
cular form, read 1t and delivered 1t to Mr. Pace, whom he in-
formed that No. 92 was by Columpia and that "o. 93 was leaving
Maidens at 28:19 p.m., with orders to meet at Pemberton.

Operator Palmer, asent at Pemoerton, stated that do. 92
has passed Elk Hill when the motor car passed his station, run-
ning sbout 20 or 25 miles per hour. He was working 1n his
office at that time and had no onportunity fto stor the motor car.

Engineman Thornton of No. 92 stated that he received a
clear block—-signal indication at Elk Hill and was unaware thet
a motor car was in the block. He scunded a road crossing signal
and then a meeting—point signal about one—fourth mile west of
the voint of sccident. ©No. 93 had been directed to meet No. 93
at Pemberton and was moving about 25 ailes per hour, on a heavy
curve, when he was warned by the fireman and felt the impact of
collision almoss cimultancously. He made a egervice applicazation
0T the brakes and ran 3L or- 30 cai lengths before stopping.
Although he saw men juvping off, he did not see the motor car
until after the collision occurred.

Fireman Swanson stated tnat brakes of Lis traln were
tested prior to departure from Gladstone. He was unaware of the
motor car between Elk Hill and Pemberton until he was warrned by
the brakeman and immediately afterward observed the motor car
not more than a car length distant from the engine. He shouted
to the engineman, who applied the brakes and stopped the train
alter running 20 or 35 car lengths. The weather was clear at
the time of accident.

Brakeman O!'Brien stated that his train reduced speed for
a meeting point at Pemberton and was moving about 25 miles per
hour at the time of accident. He was riding on the left side of
the engine and, imuediately after the meeting—point cignal was
sounded, he observed the motor car about 100 feet distant and
warned the engineman, who irmediately arplied the brakes and
stopped the train after running avout 25 car lengths. The motor
car was caught beneath the pilot of the locomotive and was not
derailed.

Discussion
The motor car involved 1in this accident was a Fairmont

Mudge heavy—-duty section car, 8-12 h.p., with nominal seating/
cepacity
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for eight men. This cnr carried 11 men at the tine of accident.
Maintenance—of—-way ermployees involved had been on duty more than
31 hours at the time of accident. Repalring track damaged by '
recent floods, Forcman llann and Pace and their men had no opsor-—
tunity to rest during this tour of duty; they were physically
and probably mentally fatigued when thev started upon their re-
turn trip from Rock Castle to Colunbia. Foreman Mann failed to
read carefully the line—up received at Rock Cestle and to note
that No. 94, an opposing train, was expected to depart from
Columbia, 16.4 miles distant, at 2:31 p.m., substantially at the
game time that tne motor car departed from Rock Castle.

Rule 9 of the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway motor car rules
recads:

"When euploveces opereting cars have means
of communication with dispatcher or operator, they
rnust not proceed until the dispatcher has been in-
formed of their movement and has furnished them
in writinzg on the prescribed form, a line—up of
trains and other eguipment orperating in the section
in which the movement is to be made, but this will
not relieve those in charge of cars from full res-—
ponsibility of protecting them. Cars must be kept
clear of main tracks for all scheduled trains, and
no movement must be maae on the time of such trains
unless full flag protection is afforded or written
information 1s obtzined from the dispatcher or
operator as to the locetion of trains, and there 1is
ample time to make the movement to the next open
telegreph office or point o1 clearinz main track.
No opeun telcgravnh office will be passed without
stooping and ascertaining the location of trains.
When impracticablec to communicate with the dispat-—
cher or operator to obtain information with regard
to the novement of trains, unless the traci 1is
seen or known to be clear extreme precaution must
be observed and full flag protection afiorded."

Had the foremen on this motor car conferred with the opcerator at
Pemberton, ascertaining the location of trains as rcquired by

Rule 2, quoted above, probably this accident would have been .
averted.

This motor car was assigned tc the forcc supervised by
Toreman Menn; but both foremen werc of equal rank and it was his
duty to stop the motor car at Pemberton; instead, he permitted
the motor car to proceed in violation of Rule 9.
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Columbia is 168.4 miles west of Rock Castle. The linc—up
wags issueo at 2:16 p.m. to the motor car at the lavter stotion
and fixced time of departure from Columbia of No. 92 at 3:51 p.n.,
but did not refer to time of that train at Elk Hill and Pewberton,
intermediate stations. The mutor cer left Rock Castle npproxi-
mately at the tine No. 92 passed Coluwdla, 10 rmeeting point belng
fixed by line—up or otherwise. No. 93 was 3 hours 25 minutes
late at time of depearturc fromw Coluwbia. The rmotor car vas nog
protected by the line—uo ot intermediate stations and should not
have deprited frowl Rock Cestle until infoxmation hed been Tecelved
concerning nrobablc pascing time of trains at Femcerton.

llovement of wmotor cars for consicderable distances, sub-
jects theiwr to hazards sinilar to those attending wovement of
trains, and when practicable should be authorized by train orcers,
and protvected Ly block—-signal indicetions. Siwilar responsihility
rests upon eumployees chorged with rovement of wnotor cars and
those cinarged with noveaent of traius; therefore euployees ex—
hausted Ly long aours of service should not he peruitted O
ooarate nctor cargs under circumstainces simil~r to those surround-
ing this accident.

Conclucion

Tris accidert was cruced o failure o2 a rail motor car
to keep clear of ~n opnosing ccheduled freight train.

L
¢

Respectfully scubmitted,
W. J. PATTZRSON,

N Dircctor.



