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SUKMARY 

Rc ilroad: 

Date: 

Loc 1 uion: 

Kind of accident: 

Z a a I j m e n t i n vo 1 ve d 

Train numb er: 

Engine number: 

Consi st: 

Speed: 

Operation: 

Track: 

Private crossing: 
t,reatr.er *. 

Time J 

Ca sualuie s: 

Cause: 

Centra 1 of C-ecrgia 

December 15, 1042 
tTq"1 iaicen, ba. 
!ollis" on witr av comobile 
and derailment cf train 

assenger train >'u uomobile 

•tY:. T 

12 car c : 

50-55 m. p. h. : Kot kno wn 

Sirnal indications 

Single: 1°10' right curve; level 

Crosses track at right angles 

Clear 

1:35 a. m. 

3 killed; 1 injured 
Accident caused, bg a passenger 
train striking an automobile 
at a "orivate-roa' grade crossing 



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

INVESTIGATION NO. 2662 

?F7_ ..AC1ER 0^ MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 
UNDER THE ACCIDEM1"'" REPC-T3 ACT OE MAY 6, 1910. 

TP"7 CENTRAL OF GEORGIA RAILWAY CON?ANY 

r-ebru^ry 10, 1P43, 

Accident ^t Wale'en, G;>., on December 16, 1942, caused by 
a passenger train etri'rinL, fn automobile ar a 
p r 1 v a c e - r o ad grade croc r. i n g. 

REPORT OF THE CO" .'1331' 

PA-iIERSON, Commi ssioner: 

Cn December 16, 1942, tnere was a derailment of a 
presenter train on tne Central of Ceor^ia Railway after 
it n v" struck an automobile at a private-road grade cross­
ing at Walden, Ga. Thin- accident resulted in the deatn of 
the automobile driver and two train-service employees, and 
tne injury of one train-service employee. 

"'"Under authority of section 17 (2) of tne Interstate Com­
merce Act the auov.'-erititled proceeding was referred by the 
Commission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and 
di s ocsi tion. 
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Location of Accident and 'Method of Operation 

Lnis accident occurred on that part of the lie con Division 
designated as the AID any District and extending between Ua.con 
and Aloany, Ca., a distance of 106.3 miles. In the vicinity 
of the point of accident chis is a single-track line over 
T"iiich trains are operated "Py signal indications only. Time­
table directions, 'Thich are east and T-csc, are used, in this 
reoort. The collision occurred, at a ori vatr-road. grade cross­
ing located 50 feet TTes't of the stacion at T~ald_en, and. the 
derailment occurred 7° feet west of the station. An industry 
track 1,175 feet in length Parallels the main crack on the 
south. The east and. west switches of this crack are, re­
spectively, 38 and 1,214 feet west of tne cencer of the crossing 
involved.. Approaching from the ease on the railroad, there is 
a tan_enc more than 1 mile in lenpth, which is followed by a 
1°10' curve to the ri -h c 1,145 feet to the crossing and. 2,732 
feet beyond.. At che joint of accident the i.red_e is level. 
The private road involved is an unimproved. d.irt road whicn 
crosses the track at righc angles. At the crossing the road 
i s 12 feet in width and. surfaced. witn slag and asphalt through­
out the Two.til of tne crack structure. ~.~o form of warning to 
vehicular traffic is pro viewed for this crossing. A public-road 
^rade crossing, protected. oj eleccrically operated, warning 
lights and. c e l l s , is located 531 feet east of thp station ac 
Up Id, en. 

Ooeracing rules read in p e r t as follows: 

14. EhGIPT APT 120TOR TTHI5TLfI SIGNALS. 

Mote.--The signals prescribed are illus­
trated, by 11 o" for short sounds; " " for 
longer sounds. * " 

Sound. Indication. 

# * 

(1) o o Approaching public 
cro c sings at grade. 

Bulletin Order ''To 
1931, reads in part as 

31-252, issued. June 25, 
follows: 

ALL InGIPGE ERS: 
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2. Disregard F-ule 14-L, plowing 
road crossing whistle signal, and be 
governed by tne following: 

"Two lon^ Blasts - One Snort Blast 
- One Long Blast, to continue U"o to the 
crossing." 

The maximun authorized speed for passenger trains is 50 
miles oer nour. 

Description of Accident 

Do. 5?, a i«resc-bound first-class Passenger train, con­
sisted of ermine 4?S, of tne 4-8-2 tyoe, cnree express cars, 
four coaches and five Pullman sleeeir.g cars, in the order 
named. All cars were of steel construction. At Trest Yard, 7 
miles east of Valden, a termina.1 air-brake test ^ras made and 
the brakes functioned properly en route. This train departed 
from, "'est Yard at 1:19 a. m. , according to the dispatcher's 
record, of lov.ement of trains, passed Terra Gotta, 6.1 miles 
east of "alderi and. the last open office, at 1:23 a. m., 2 hours 
46 minutes lace, and while moving at an estimated speed of 50 
to 55 miles per hour it struck an automobile at 'a private-road 
grade crossing and. was derailed.. 

The automobile involved -̂ as a 1941 Buick convertible coupe 
bearing Arkansas license places 45532, and was owned and being 
d.riven by a man who was the sole occupant. 

Because of track curvature and the north embankment of a 
cut, from the right side of a Test-bound engine the view of 
the crossing involved is restricted, to a distance of about 
500 feet. 

Trie automobile was demolished, and the greater part of 
ics TTreckrge was thro'm to the nortn of the crossing, and a 
snore cistance west of the point of impact. Part of the 
wreckage became lodged,, under the engine-truck '''heels, which 
were derailed immediately T-7est of the crossing. From this 
point wesewgrg throughout a distance of 1,115 feet to the frog 
of tne 1 c s c ir.d_ustry-track-switcl±, flange marks appeared on 1 
tne cies on both sid.es of each rail. The general derailment 
occurred, ac the frog of tnis switch, and from cni s ooint T-est-
ward cnrou.gIj.out a distance of 258 feet the track w 0 S "practically 
destroyed. Engine 478 stooped, in reverse direction on its left 

i 

http://sid.es
http://cnrou.gIj.out
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side at a point 1,375 feet west of tne crossing, nortn of the 
main track and parallel to it, and was badly damaged. The 
tender was detacned and stopped on its left side, across tne 
track and about 12 feet west of the engine. Tne first car 
stopped across tne track, with its front end b^t^een tne 
engine ana tend.er, and was badly damaged. Tne second car 
stopped diagonally across the track, witn its front end apainot 
tne rear end. of the first car, and was considerably damepec.. 
The tnird car stopped uprignb, diagonally across tne track, 
with its front end against the rear end of the second car, 
and was somewhat damaged. The fourtn and fiftn cars were 
s 1 i gi 111 y d am ag e d. 

It was clear at the time of the accident, which occurred 
about 1:35 a. m. 

Tne train-service employees killed were the engineer and 
tne fireman, and tne train-service employee injured was tne 
baggagemaster. 

Data 

During the 30-day nrricd preceding the day of the acci­
dent, tro average daily mov-.mer.t of trains over trie crossing 
involved was 31.06. During the 24-hour period beginning at 
6 p. m., December 1G, 1942, 5 automobiles passed c :: this 
cro ssing. 

Accordant to information furnished by officials of the 
railroad, che private-road, grade crossing involved is main­
tained for the use of a few residents in going to a store in 
the vicinity of the station at Hal den. 

Dlsoussion 

No. 53 was approaehinp tne crossing involved, at a speed 
of 50 to 55 miles per nour In territory wnere the maximum 
authorized, speed, for passenger trains was 60 miles per hour. 
Because" of track curvature and the embankment east of tne road 
and. nortn of trie track, the crossing involved could not bo-
seen by the onginemen a distance greater than about 500 feet. 
Accord:np to th3 statements of residents in the immedi te 
vicinity, t?ie engine whistle was sounded as No. 55 was aT.j^oacn-
ing the public crossing: located. 381 feet ease of the crossirp 
involved.. The evid_er.ee indicates that the train brakes wore 
applied just prior to the collision. It is not known when the 
automobile entered, upon tne trap:* or when tne engmemen first 

http://evid_er.ee
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saw tne automobile, as tne arte ,obile driver and the enginemen 
were killed in the accident, and there was no othei person in 
tne vicinity who wit'iess^d the accident. The train struck the 
automobile and t"ne gi :ater part of the wrecka.ge was tnrown to 
the north a short distance west of t' 3 crosemg. Part of tne i 
wreckage became lodged under tne front of tne engine and cne 
engine-truck wneels were derailed. 

Tne crossing involved is .maint•ined by tne railroad to 
serve residents in the immediate vicinity and is rarely used 
by other vehicular ti k Warning signs are not provided 
and railroad officials stitm t/iat none was required at 
private-road grade crossings. 

Cm'se 

It is found that this accident was caused by a passenger 
train striking an automobile at a private-road grade crossing. 

Dated at Washington, D. 0., this tenth 
day of February, 19-ig. 

Ey the Commission, Commissioner Patterson. 

w. P. 3ARTEL, 
(SEAL) 

Secretary.' 


