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neilroed: Central of Gecriia

Cete: Deceaber 19, 1242

Lecroion: ‘Tellen, Ga.

Wind of accident: Collision witr avcomonile
snd dereilient ol trzin

A

acgenger trein ¢ fuclorovile

Train nuvaner: 35 :
Engine numoer: 47 H
Consist: 1z care :
Speed: 50-85 m. n. . : Kot knowr
Operation: Sicral irndiceticns
Track: Sirgle: 1°10' right curve: level
Privace crcesing: Crogses track 2t rignt snglee
Yeatrer: Clear
Time! 1:35 a. m.
Cegurlilies: S killecd; 1 injured
Ceuse: Accident caused 97 2 Dacgseencer
train striking an autor.oblle
at & Drivate-ros” ¢rale croselag



TOVESTICLTTON 70, 2A62

IV IFL LATTER 2P LIAFIVG ASCIDTIT IRVESTIGATICNM RTPORTS
CHODTR TREE ACCIDRN™ RERPC-T3 ACT CF MAY o, 1910.

TEY CEUTRAL OF CUECRGIA RAILWAY CCl-ANMY

cn,er Lrain ctri”inw £n xutomo|1 e ar
“TLV te-road grede crogaing.

o

Locident »t Walden, Gr., on Decerber 16, 1942, coused by
Q

n

T -:nh\T (-\'p- II“" GO- Al e I

QIO _Lool

=

PALIZRBCL, Commissioner:

Cn Decenber 1¢, 1942, tnegre wag a dorallment of a
precsn, ey Lrein on Lns Ceatrel of Seorpia Railway ofter
it r-d gitruck an sufomcbile st g »rivete-roas grade crogs-
iny et Walden, G ITnie 2ccident resulted in tne deatn of
i a

a. o
\rivar axd tvo traln-service crnloyees, and
2 Tral

thx@ svtnority of scction 17 (
merce Act tne awcvi-entitlsd proce
Comuleslei. to Commiegcioner Pottern
disoocsltion.

Y of tne Interstnte Com—
ding was referred by tn
or consideraticn and
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Toceobion of Accldent end “lesiod of Onerestion
_..is eccident occurred on tnst Dart of tne Mecon Divisicon
Ceslznetel eg the AlOnnv Cigtrict 2ad extending bDetweesn lacon
end alceny, Ca., a stence of 108.5 nmilse. In tne vicinitgy
of taes >olnt of 001cawu tnle ie¢ a gingle-Crack line over
Tiilen Trelas ers odcratel Wy eignel indiceviocons only. Iine-
teole cdircctions, "hich are cast and “cet, arc veesd in this
rcoort. “ae collision occur rcd at e Hrivetc-roed grece croge-
ing locetced 8C fect eczt of tne stecion av "elcen, ead thc
Cerailment occurrec 7% fect west of tac steticn. An industry
track 1,175 feet 1in lecaptin dserellcle tane wgln treck on tne
coutn. The east and west gwitcrnes of tnig creclz ere, re-
goectively, &8 anc 1,214 feet test of tae cencter of tae crossin
involved. Avoroechning from tne easc on tne reilrond Tnere is
2 tan_ent more then 1 mile in lernsta, walcn is fclloved oy a
1010" curve to tine ri-nc 1,145 Teet to The crossinz and 2,732
Teet neyond. At tiie Hoint of eccicdent tre .rrole ig level.
the Drivace ogc iavolved is e vnicrroved &irt road waicn
croeses tie ¢reck at risnt anglecs, AT the croegcing tne roal
ig 12 Teet in 1idtn enc suvrfeced witn slap anC aginelt tarovcia-
out wTne “1dtn of Tane creck structuvre. o forn of warnin: <o
enciculer traffic ig »Hrovided for tnis croesin’. & Dudlic-road
Lrede crOSSLA;, >rotected o eleccrically opereted warning
%1gﬂtg el oells, i1eg loceted 331 Teet east of tne station atv
Velden.

Coereting rulesg resc in vert ac follows:

14, TUGITT AT I0T0R THISTLT SICGUTALS.

t sounds; " " for

ed by "o" for sa

;ote.——éle ginals vrescribed are 1llus-
trat or
loncer sounds. ¥ - %

Sound. Indiceation.

(1) o 0 Ariroacning Hublic
croegings atbt grade.

Sulletin Ordfer To. 31-2 62 iggved June 2%,
1631, reafsg in oart as follows
ALL UGINTIESRS:
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2. Dieregard fule 14-L, plowin
road crossing wnistle signal, ead be
zoverned by tne following:

"ITwo lon. Zlsste - One Sanort Elast
- Cree Lon~ 2last, to continve ud To tae
croceinz.?

Tre mexiaun suthorized siesl for nescenlter trains is o0
niles Her nour. '

Ia)

_escrivtion of aAccident

Uo. <&, a weegt-bovnd Tiret-cleass vwegsenger train, con-
sisted of en:ine 475, of tne 4-8-2 tTroe, Garee exprehv ars,
four coacnes and five Pvlimen sleenirg cqrs, in the order
nemed, ALl cars were of eteel conetruction. At Tlegt Yar?, 7
niles ecet of 'alden, e terminal alr-braxe tsel was mede and
tre orakse functioned vroperly en route. Tales train denartec
from "Tess Yard 2%t 1:19 a. m., accordini to the -“levatcner's
recorc of ovement of trsins, opassed Zerre Jotte, 5.1 milcs
cact of Walclen 2nd the last open office, at 1:23 a. m., 2 oo
45 minvteg lote, and wnile moving 2%t an estimeted gneed of 20
to &5 mileg Der novr it struck en suvtomobile 2T 'a private-roeacd
crede crosging and wasg dereiled.

ne gutoroils involved was a 1941 Buicl convertible coune
bearing arlkanses license 2lat=ss 48332, and tes owned and being
driven LY a man 'mo wvas tze scle occudnant.

2ecet.ge of treck curveture and the nortso emnbarnkxment of -
cub, fros trne rignt sice of & 'est-bound enzine tne view of
tne crossinge invelved 1g restricted to 2 c¢istance of about

“ne auconovoile weg derncliened, and tne [reater dart of
ice ~reclrege vas trnro'n to tre norti of tae crosein. end a
gnort clstance west of tne point of imvact. Fart of tae
wreckane vecame lodged vader the enine-truck "meels, wnica
viere derelled innedistely west of tae crossing. From tlis

q

coint wescvers tnrovznout a distance of 1,115 feet to tne Iiog
0

i .

of tae rcco Industry-trock-switc.., flange merks eddeared on
vre ties ¢ o0t eides of each rail. Trne generrl derailment
occurred ac Tne Frog of tnls switen, end froa daile 20int -2
Tard cnroug;out s a1
4

ctance of 23% fest thc tracli vos wractic
destroyed. IEngine 475 stooozf in reverge <irection on its 1
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side at a point 1,375 feet west of tne croseing, nortn of the

mein track ¢nd Perallel to it, and was badly dameped. The
fender wse detacned and stopped on its left side, across ne
track andt about 12 feet weet of the enzine. Tne firsl car
storrzd acrcss Trnie track, vitn itcs front cnd betreen tae
ergine and tender, end was vadly demaged. Tne scconi car

stopped diagonally across tne trac, wita 1te front end apelnct

tne resr end of tne firet car, ond was congiderelbly dame;re,

Tne tnlrd car stopned uprient, dlagonally across tic traclk,
witn 1Te front end egeinst the rear end of the szcord car,
and was sogewnet Camagzed. ne fourtn and fiftn cars were

slinntly damaged.

It vac cleer at tne time of the accldent, wnich occurred
about l:cH &, m.

Trie train-service employees killzd were the englneer and
tne firemen, and tne troln-service emnloyee injured was tae
baggagenasier.

Data

Durin; the 30-day o:ricd nrecedins the dwy of the acci-
- (5 b L
dent, trc average daily mov-ment of trains over Th: crogeinn
involved was 31.06. Durin: the 24-hcur poriocd begivning a2t
6 p. m., December 18, 19243, 5 automobiles paesed o - tnls
crossing,
According to information furrisnsd by officicls of the

reilroad, tne privete-road grade crogsingy involved 1s mal
tained for tae use ol a few resicdcerig in rgolann to a store in
thne vicinity of tne etation ot Walcen.

i

Discussion

No. 35 wag 2z proacnine tne crcseing involv:d 2t a soc
of 50 to 52 mileg ner nour In territorr wrere thne maxinum
autnorized sweed for Hass Fn;@r troing wne 60 miles per aour.
Becavee' of track curvetirs snd the em ment cast of tne roud

and nort: of T
seen 27 tra ont
Lecordin. to -
vicinity, tne

ing the purlic cressing locsted 381 feet eest of tiae crocsiry
involved, The evidence inc icacteg thnat th=2 (rein brakes 172
eppliel Just prior to the collision. It is not knovm wmen tne
automobile entTered upcn tne {rack or wnen tie enginermen Tirswy

e
nemen a Gistonce gres tner. apcut NOO Tect.

K e bank
ne track, thoo croceing involved could not Dbe
i ter
3 gtatenente of reeidents in Uhe immedl te
A

enine wrietle vag sounded es No. &¢ wag #racach-
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saw tnc cutomodile, as tue arte .oblle driver and the enginemen
were killed in tue accident, end tpere wes no otner dDerson in
tne vicinlty wno vitaeceged trc accident. Thne train struck the
automonile ard thne g xater part of the vreckage was tnrovn to
tne nortn e enort distarce west of 1-: croscinc. Part of tne
wrecka _e became locged under tns front of tnc engine and tne
engine-trvck wineels were derzlled.

Tne croesing iavolved is meint-ined by tne rallroad to
serve rcagidente in the immediate vicinity and 1s rarely uszsd
vy otner venleular ti "7~ VWerning sipne nre not provided
and railroad officinle ~%al-~. t.18% non= was required at
orivate-ro-d grade cros<ints.

Cenee

It is found
striking an

b Jan e
Lolizy

thet tnic

Dated at Wesiington
day of February, 16

-

Ey the Commission,

accident was csused by a passenger
automobiles nt

t o private-road prade croselng.
, 0. T., this terin

4 2

<.

Commiegioner Pat lLercon.

Secretary.)



