INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON

REPORT NO. 3345
CENTRAL OF GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY
IN RE ACCIDENT
AT SMITHVILLE, GA., ON
JULY 24, 1950
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SUMMARY 'i

Date: July 24, 19890

Railroad: Central of Georgla

Location: Smithville, Ga.

Kind of accldent: Hear-end collistion

Traine involved: Frelasht + Pacsenger

Train numbers: A% : 17

Engine numbters: €58 : Dlegel-electric

units 809 and
802

Conglists: &4 cars, catonse : 9 cars

Speeds: S8taading : 48 m, p. h,

Operation: Timetable, traln orders and
autome 7ic block-slsnal system

Track: Sincle; £°45' curve; 0,83 percent
ascentlne rrade westward

Weather: Clear

Time: 2118 p. m,

Casualties: 1 k1lled; 21 inJlured

Cruse: Fallurs to overaie following train in
acceordsnce with slegnal 1ndlcations

.
4
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT NO., 3345

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910,

CENTRAL OF GECRGIA RAILWAY COMPANY

Septenher 12, 1950

Accident at Smithville, Ga., on July 24, 1980, caused by
fallure to crerate the followlng traln 1n accordance
with sional indicatlons.

1
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

PATTERBON, Commissioner:

On July 24, 1¢50, there was e rear-end collision
between a freight traln and & passenger traln on the
Central of Georgia Rallway at Smithville, Ga., which
resulted in the death of 1 train-servlice employee, and
the Injury of 20 pacssengers and 1 train-service employee.

1

Undar authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by the
Commlission to Commissloner Patterson for consideration and
dlaenositilon,
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Lo:ation of Accident ond Method of Opsratlon

This accident occurred on that part of che Mncon
Divisinn extending between Macon and Albany, Ga,, 10£.3
miles. In the vicinity of the point of accident this 1l¢
a slnezle~track line, over which trairs nre oneratsd ty
timetable, train orders end an automztic tlock-cinal svotom,
The accident occurred on the W“ﬁn track »t » point #2,08
mles west Hf Macon and 4,442 f« :t eas®t of the ststlon &t
Smithville. From tie cest theres ave, in aneccecssinn, a
tanzent more than 2 miles in leuath, a ©°27° curve fo The
right 300 feec, a tangent 1,875 lfert, end o £°4E! ~urve to
the left 427 feet to the po*nT of accident and 1,97E ford

westward, The grade for wegt-tn nd tening 1s, swcccs sively,
0.72 pevcent descanding 4,4éﬁ fcet, levol 620 feet, and 0,83

percent ascending 67 fest to the polnt c¢f cccident.

Automatic sienals HZ71.7 +nd HEY3,3, moverning welu-boind

mevements, are located, reasncchively l,69 miles and O7E Tealt

eact of tnu point of arn:drn 1 gsirnale ere of tle once-
arm, upper-quadrant, Femgpk're t,pe, and sivnsl Hw71.7 hkas a
colovr~llght urit mounted belor tue sewspbore armn, Signal
HE71,7 displays four cspects, and elgiel H273,.3 Jdls pLuv three
aspechs, Aspects ogprniicable to tiis invesgtiration and the
corresponding indicetions and nanes are an follows:

,_,.
t3

!

(]

m ¢
(D ~

Slgnal aspect Indication Name
E27L,7 Diagonal Procerd, Preparing Apcroach Siglei.
to Ston at Next
S8ien=1. Trein
Exceeding ¥:dium
Speed Yurt st Once
Reduce to Not
Exceeding Yedium
Speed,
B273.3 Horizontal Stop: trca Proc:ced Ston and FProce=ed
at Regtricted Signal,

Speed

The contiolling circults are szo arrangcd that, when the nlo-k
of signal HZ73,3 1s occupied, signal H271.7 Lnuicauus Approaci
and signal H273.3 indlcates Stop and Pro-eed.



Thie carrier!s orerating rulzs 1ead In part as rellows.

/
EFTNLTIONS3, .

o

=3

Reduced Speed.--Proceed nrepatred to siop short o
train or obstirvction,

Medivm Speed.-—-A gpeed not excecdlias thirsy mi: <5 oew
\
hour.

Restrictzd Spsed.--Proceed prepeared to stor sunrt of
traln, obstruction, cr swltch not rroperly lined anc o
look out for brogen rail.

15, The =xploglon ot tnn tcorpedees 1a 2 signal %o
procead at reduced speed, < ¥ ¥

* ¢ %

23, When a simmel, excupt a Tixed signal, 1s 2lven 70
ftop a train, it must, vnlcgs othcirwise provided, be
acknowledmed * ¥

&4, All members of engin., and traln crewe .mst,
when practicable, communicnte to eacnh other ty its
name the indication of each slznal arfecting the
movement of their train or enaine,

35, The fellowing eignale will te used by fla men:

(& red Tlax,
Day sienals (Torp:does and
{ Pusecs,

* K %

86. In automatic tlock system territory, unless
otherwlse provided, an i1aferior train must clear a First
class Train * ¥ % in the same dlrectlon so as to avoid
giving a restrictive indication to tre following train,

LI T "b

99. When a train stops under circumstances in which
1t may Ye overtaken by anoth:r train, thc flarman must
go back immediately with flarman's sicraals a sufficlent
dlstance to insure full protsction, placin- two torpedoes,
and when necessary, in addition, dlsplaying lighted fusecs,

* % %
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Block and interlocking sienals do not relleve conductors,
enginemen and tralnmen from observance of thls rule,

FORMS OF TRAIN ORDERS.
E.

(3.) No 1 Eng 911 and No 3 Eng 912 walt at
N until 9569 a m
P 1030 a m
R 1055 a m, ete.

The train, or trains, named must not pass the designated
points before the times glven. Other trains recelving the
order are required to run with respect to the time specifled
at the designated polnts, or any intermediate station where

schedule time 1ls earlier than the time specified in the
order, as before required to run with respect to the
schedule time of the train, or trains, named,

The maximum authorized speed for passenger trains was
65 mlles per hour,

Descripntion of Accldent

No. 85, a west—-bound second-class frelght trein,
consisted of engline 658, 18 cars and a caboose. At Americus,
the last open office, 12.4 miles east of Smithville, the crew
recelved coples of traln order No. 33 reading as follows:

¥o 17 Eng 809 walt at
Hope until 255 PM
Opto 305 PM,

Hope and Opto are located, respectively, 13.5 miles and 10,6
miles east of Smithville, This train departed from Americus at
2:29 p, m., 7 hours 22 minutes late, and stopped on the main
track at Smithville at 2:82 p. m., with the caboose standing
578 feet west of signal H27Z,3 and 4,442 feet east of the
stat%gn. About 25 minutes later the rear end was strueck by
Ol [ )

No. 17, a west-bound first-class passenger trailn,
consisted of Diesgel-electric unlts 809 and 802, coupled in
multiple-unit control, one baggage-express car, one baggage-—
mall car, one mail car, one baggage~-express car, two baggage-
mail cars, one baggage car, and two coaches, in the order
named, All cars were of all-steel construction, At Anderson-
ville, 22,8 miles east of Smithville, the crew received coples
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of train order No, 33. This train departed from Andersonville

at 2:46 p, @,, 22 minutes late, departed from Americus at
2:05 p. m,, 19 minutes late, passed sienal k271.7, which
indicated Approach, passed signal H273,3, which indlcated
Stop and Proceed, and while moving at a speed of 48 mniles
per hour 1t struck the rear end of No. 85.

Both Diecel~electric units and the front truck ol the
first car of No. 17 were dersiled to the south, There were
no scparations between the units of the train. The first

Diesel-electric unit stopped with the front end 208 feet west

ol the point of accldent and 8 feet south of the center-line
of the track. It leaned slightly to the south, and was
somewhat damaged. The second Diesel-electric unit and the
first car stcprned unright and in line with the track., They
were slichtly cdamaged. The caboose and the rear three cars
of No. 85 were desgstroyed. The fourth car from the cabcose
was s8lightly damaged.

The engineer of No. 17 was killed, and the fireman was
Injured.

The weather was clear at tre time of the accident, which

occurred at 3:18 p. m,

Discussion

No. 17 was due to leave Opto at 2:49 p. m., but the crew

of No, 85 received copies of train order No. 55: which provided

that No, 17 would wait at Opto until 3:05 p. m. Under the
rules, No, 85 1as reauired to be clear of the maln track
In time to avoid giving a restrictive signal indication to
No, 17,

The crew of No. 85 performed switching at Sumter, 3.31

miles east of the stavtion at Smithville. The flagman preovided

protection at that rowns, and before the train departed he
placed two torvwedoes on the reil. When No, 85 arrived at
Smithville the rcor p.iiion of the trein, conslsting of 18
cars ara the zabruze, urs left stanfirg on the main track,
wlth the salbcos» bsd [-et west of signel H73.3. The engine
moved wertwerd (o verfaorm switchlng and to assemble cars,
which were to be plia:2d in the front ncrivion of the train.
The conductur and twy brakemen accomvanied the enging, and
the [lagman proceeded ecastward to provide protection for the
rear ol tne train. The flagman placed two torpedoes on thne
rall ebout 1,050 fent cest of the rear of his train, and
remained in that viclirity until he ohserved the approach of

®
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No. 17, Ee %then gave gton sipmals with o re L
S Tas ncL anre

said that Mo, 17 was meving at kizh speed ond
whether hia signals were scknowledr-~d, He gald h» tloucht
that No. 17 wculd be mohvinr ot medium eneed in cempliznce with
the indlecation of sienal EP7Y,.7 and thaet he had procaeded
eastward a sufflcient distence to provide full profectisan.
Before the accident occurred, 21 2d4itional cars had bLena
as-ebl~d and coupled to the west end of the rear »ortinn of
No, €5, At the time the ccecident ozcurred the enginz, with
g=versl carsg, was moving castwerd throuch an anxiliary trick
towzrd the resr portion of this trein, the brokemen wera In

the vieinity of the enrine, and thze conductor wse at the
station, The conduc-cr sald e cnnsidered thint the rules
perwitted his train to ocrupy the weln track on the tins of
No. 17 if protection wac provicded in accordance with rale

No. ©9.

1
is}

As Fo, 17 was spproa¢hiny the peint where the accidont
ncrnrred the envincermen were malntainine a lookout anead 1rom
tielr peoaitions in ths ccntrol compertzent ac the front ol the
Tirst Dierel~elcetric unit, and the membrrs of the Traln crew
wei'e in verlove loao tloayw throushant the cars of thie traln,
Trhe brakcs 27 the traln had Lecn trgted at Mason snd had
functioned properly wnen uscd en route, Tne tocrnedces which
had btes.n placed at Suater by the flacman of VWo. 80 vere
explcded, and vere geknrwliedred by fthie cniinerr, ienal HEZTL,7
incdientcd Anproach, end ke !ndlicotion wes called vy thoe {3
ana reneated by the encinczr, The filremnn sald that as the
train paescd the sienn? the (ralneer initiated a scrvic
application o the brakee ont thz eppllcstion was relessed
sonn arterward, Becosuse of curvaturs ol the tracs and
vecetation nerth of the track, the view or sicnal E273.8 fron
“Fe 2ot 1s restriet:d to a9 dictance of 2,126 fe:t, The
fireman e2id that when the sirnzl became vigible fto hinm Iie
called the indicaticn fo the casrineer. At that time the
ergineer was geated In his vsval positicn, Immedistely after
th» Tiremen obaerved the 2spect of the sicnal, he saw the
cr.bnoane of No, £5 on fthe main trock weast of the gicnal, He
snld he ¢971:8 o waralng to the rnocincer, cut he did not
rem2mber cl-arly the cvents vhich folliowed, Eo did not
rem-roer wnerther the enginecr ansvered him or what antion wos
Teken ty tuc envinesr afterward, The firemzn tonk no action
e stop the train, otler then 2311i-z the indications of the
leat two signials and warainge the enoineer of the presence of
the cebtoose on the mein treck., Membrrs of th.o traln crew said
that the brakcs of the traln were appnlicd ip emsrgency at o
point atout 1,100 fect easgt of the point where the accidens
oceurred. According to the tanc of the speed rocording d-ovice,
ths speed of the train wag 68 miles per hour when the brake
applicaticn becoame offective and was reduccd 4o 42 miles per

A

0
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hour when tihe collicion occurred, After the collision
occurred, tho throttle of the Diescl~el.ctric unit was fouvnd

To be in clnsed positlon eond the broke velves wae 1In

emercency posltinsn, The enoinecr wos xi11led in th» acncident, "'
end 1t could rot be detrrminzd why the trein wes not operated
in accordance with the indlcetionsnt giconels E271.7 and
H273,3. The conductor seid thet he kad nectized nothing
unusual in the handling of the troin prior to tihe time the
brakcs were applicd 1n emergency nt Smithvilic,

7

Cause

It is 2ound thet this accident was cz2usrd by fallure to
operate ths following traln in azccrdance vwisk siznal
indications.

vated at Weshinzton, D, C., this Uwclfth

day of Ssptomber, 1850,

O

By thz Commission, Commissloner Pntterson,

( SEAL) W. P. BRART¥L,

Secretory,



