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SUMMARY ’
@
Inv-2219
Ratilway: Central of Georgia
Date: Leverber €, 1937.
Locetion: Loveijcr, Ge.
Kind of acclident: Coliisinn and Derailnent
Train iavolved: Passcnger
Train nurber: No. 33
Engire nunber: 473
Consist: 11 cars
Speed: 20-30 m.».h.
Tracl: 20 ripnt curve 1,790 feet, then 34

feet of furngent to crogsing; view
restricted from boeth sidec of engine
cab; no foin of autountin protection
at croreing.

Weather: Claar

Time: 7i24 DT

Casueltices 4 %k1lled; 4 injured

Cause: Motni trmcl draven upron highway cross-— ‘

ing at gracde directiy in frent of
aporoacuning train.
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December 8, 1937.

To the Commiasgion:

On November 5, 1237, there was & colllsion between a motor
truck and a2 passenrer train on the Central ol Georgia Railway
at Lovejoy, Ga., which caused the derallment of the passenger
train and resulted in tne deatl of one railway employee and
three occupants of the motor truck, includinm the driver, and
the injuiy of three passengers con the tiain and one railroad
employesz.

Location and metnod ¢f operation ,
This accident occurred on the Atlants District of the Macon

Division, which cxtends between Hacon ané Atlanta, Ga., a dis-
tance of 102.8 miles. In the vicinity of the point of accident
this is o single-track line over which trains ares operated by
timetable, troin orders and an automatic block-sisnal system.
Timetable directions are us=d in this repcrt. Tne accident
occurred et a highway crossing loceted °35 fcet east of the
depot at Loveloy. Aporoaching this point from the east on the
railroad, there is a 2° curve to the right 1,720 Teet in
length, followed by a tangent vhich extends &4 feet to the
crossing, and about 1 mile beyond. The grade is 0.€81 percent
ascending westward at the point of accident. The eastward sid-
ing and an avxiliary track, known as the houce truck, paraliel
the main track on the north at this point and tnhe crossing
extends ovsr all three tracxr. The westvard siding pareallels
the main tr2ck on the scuth ancd its cast switch 1is 402 feet
west of the crossing. At the ftime of the accidznt four frelght
cars stood on the reouvse track with tho vest enéd of the west cer
71 feet east of the centcr line of the crcssirg. The ros&ad

pl

crossing vhistle post is locatved 2,012 {eet east of the crossing.

The crossing is part of & brunch voad leadlong northward from
a pvblic road which narallels the railread on the south. This
latter road is unimproved and is deprssced atout 4% feet below
the top of the rails for a considerable distance esst of the
branch rosad but at the junctlon between the tvo roads this de-
pressicn is decrsacsed to 2 Tfeet 7 inches. The junction 1s made
at an anple of 90% and is approximetely 30 feet south of the
rallroad. In the conutruction of the crocsing, which is 20
feet wide, a crossing plank is located on cach side of each
raill and the space between filled with loose slag. A Central
of Georgia Railway standard highwey cross-bar warning sign is
located 20 feet west of the crossing and 14 feet south of the
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main track; the sign is 11 feet 8 inches in neight ard reads
"RAILRCAD CROSSING."

The cars on the house track restricted thes view of the
crossirg from the engineman's side of the cab of a west-bound
ernigine to a distance cf 360 feet across the inside of the

curve. The viev of the crossing from tne fireman's side of
the cab arcund the outside of the curve vac materially re-
gftricved. At a point on the covuth approach of the highway to
the crossing 30 feet from the center line of the main track
the driver of a westward vehicle, maling the right-hand turn
necessery to move northwnrd oveir the trac’te, can see an ap-
proacting vest-bound train for & distence cf 1,082 feet; at

a point 16 feet from th: *treckas the view toward the east is
restricted to A58 fect.

Tre mayimum auvthoriz
miles g=» hour.

gV

d spefrd Tor pasasenger trains is 60

The weather was clear at the time of the accident, which
cccurred about 7:24 a.m.

Description

No. o5&, a west-bound passenger train, consisting of 1
Pullman car, 3 exprecs cars, 2 coaches, 1 diner, and 4 Pullman
cars, in the order named, all of steel constructica, hauled by
engine 473, of the 4-8-2 type, vas in charge of Coniluctor
Howell and Engineman Vall. Thic train left Griffin, the last
open oflice, 15.3 miles e=st of Lovejeoy, at 7:04 a.n., and was
derailed wren 1t strvck a motor truck at Levejoy crorsing while
traveling at a cpeed estinated to huave been batveen 50 and €60
miles pexr hour.

Trhe motor truc’t iavolved wes a S-ton Ferd truek, 1929
model, equipped with a lisht stuke-hody and an enclosed steel
cab, and was operated under Georgia license 3052. I% was owned
by J. B. Browa of Hampton, Ga. At the time of the aceident it
was beins driven by James Allz>n of rRex, Ga., accompanied by his
wife ard infant eon. This truc” proceeded westward along the
public road lving south of the railrord, made the right turn
into the bLreanch road described above, noved upor the crossing
end wos srrve’ by No. 3.

The ftruck was thrown 150 ifeet west of the crossing and
stopped narallecl to and 14 feet scuth of the track, and was
totally demolished. Enzine 473, with its engine truci derailed,
continued westward a aistance of 402 feet to the facing-point
switch of the westward siding where it was entirely derailed.



The engine stopped with the wheels upturned, south of the tracks
and 780 veet west of the crossing; the tender, too, was bottom
up. The firet 7 cars were derailed and stopped in various posi-
tions acroes and along the tracks, but remained upright. The
employee killed was the engineman, and the employee injured was
the Tiremen.

Summary of evidence

Fireman Henry stated that approaching Lovejoy the speed was
about 35 or 60 miles per hour and he was putting in a fire,
When the engineman sounded the sta*ion whistle signal at the
station board, the firsman got on the seatbox and gave the bell
cord a pull and the engineman rtarted the mechanical bell ringer.
The enmsineran then made a service brake application as is
custorary in order tc slov down while passing through Love joy,
and on reaching the vhistle pnst he counded the rnad crossing
whistle signsl. Both the engineman and tre fireman were main-
taining a lookcout ahead Trom their reswective csides of the cab,
but as c¢he fireman's view of che crossing arovund the outside of
the curve was materially restricted he d4id not see the truck at
any time prior to the accident. Shortly after completing the
road cronsging signazl, the engineman epplied the braves in emer-
gency and scunded a succession cf short blasts of the whistle.
At the time of derailment the speed was asbout 50 miles per hour.

Conductor Howell wag in the vectibule of the diner vhen the
accident occurred, at which vine Le estimated the speed to have
been aprut 55 or 60 miles per hour. He cculd not recall defi-
nitely mMhether he felt fre air brales applied in cmergency Jjust
prior t. the accident; houwever, he heard the station and road
crossing signals scunde” cn the engine whistle. The air brakes
had bezan tested and vor'ed properly.

Baggegenaster Puc’iett, Flagman Weathers and Train Porter
James gave testimony similar to that of the conductor regarding
the specd of the truin, test of ailr brakes and sounuing of
whictle eipgnals apprcaching Lovejoy. Their statements indicated
that the engineman made the emergency air braike application at

he time the truck was struck.

Bobby Henderson, ave 12, and Johanie Fullerton, age 13, .

residente of this locality and eyewitnesses to the accident,

made statem=nts to the effect tha't as the train avprcached the
crossin: the whistle was being sounded. The truck was loaded

with household guode and was moving slowly westward along the
public road that parallels the tracks on the south, moving in

the same direction as the train; it then made a richt turn in

order %o pass northward over the crossing. Bobby Henderson was
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standing near the crossing, and Johnnie Fullerton was walking
along the public road toward Lovejoy. Boebby shcuted and waved
to the truck driver to warn him of the approach of the train,
but the driver kept going slowly and ran upon the track Airectly
in front of the train wnere he ctopped; at thic time the lcco-
mosive vac about 25 or 30 feet away, and the vhiistle was still
being sounded. Johnnile said that the trvcl was moving slowly
over the crossing vhen the locomotive struck it. Bobby sald
that the lady in the truck apvarently saw the train about the
time tihe ftruck reached the track and told the driver, but there
was not then enough time tor them to get cut before the accident
occurred., Neither could say whether or not the engine bell was
riaging.

Division Engineer Golsan stated that he had been in charge
of this dastrict four the past 1% years. This was the first ac—
cident at this crosscing during that tims. There are tiree high-
way grade croscings in this inmediate vicinity. The elimination
of any or all of these crcssings by means of an underpacs or
overpass could be accomplished only at an enormous expense.

The eliminaticn of ftwe of these crossinge comblned with the
Installation of autrmatic highway ~rede protection, such as
wig-wag signals, at the other, vwould be very desirable; but

his experience has been that it 1s very bard to get the support
of city or county authorities Ih proposed Bli#f#fation of grade
croesings.

General Claim Agent Gaillsrd stated that the truck was loaded
with household goods, and apparently the family was moving from
the vicinity of Clayton to Rex, Ga. He did not know whether the
fruck driver was a liceised operator or rhether he was qualified
to drive a truck. He said that the Georgla Stete law requires
vehicles to stop before rroceedine over a railroad track.

Assistant Master echanic Cox examined the locumotive at
the point of eccident anc found its general condition g.od; he
found nothing that wcull have causec the derailment.

Digcugsion

The investigation developed thet as the vest-bound train
apprcaclied Lovejoy crnscinzg at s speed of 53 to 30 milec per
hour, #rotisn and road crcesing signels were scundcd on the
engine whistle and the mecaanical bell ringer vas in operation.
A boy standing near the crezsing shouted and waved to the truck
driver in order to wara him of the approach of the train, and
as the truck moved slowly upon the crossing directly in front of
the passenger train additional warning was ziven by the sounding
of several short blacsts of the locorotive whictle. The fireman
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did not see the truck at any time prior to the accident but
stated that the engineman applied the bralkes in emergency a
short time before the crossing was reached. The evidence
indicates that the driver failed to comply with the Georgia
State law vhich requires vehicles to be stopped before proceed-
ing over e railroad track, but since the truck driver was
killed it was impossible to learn the reason for his failure

to do so.

Conclusion
This accident vas caucsed by a motor truck beinr driven
upon a highway grade crocsing directly in front of an approach-

ing train.

Respecttully submitted,

W. J. PATTERSON,

Director.



