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UMMARY
Railroad: Central of Georgla
Dete: December 1, 1042
Locatlon: Columbus, Ga.
King of accldent: Cellicion with bus on street
Equipment involved: Yard engine with cars : Bus
Engine nunber: 823 :
Consist: 35 cars :
Sneed: € m. 0. . : 6-8 m. p. n.
Operatlion: Timeteble and %train orders
Track: Single angent; 0.9 pevrcent

"
N [
3

deccending grade eastward

Street: Tangent; psrallel tc railroad
Yeatner: Clear
Time: About 7:40 p. m.
Casualties: 1 killed; 156 injured
Cause: LAccldent - eused by bus being
driven uponh track immediately
in froat of an approacaing engine
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INTZRSTATE COMMERCE COLIMISSION

INVZSTIGATION NO. 2655

Il TEE MATTER OPF TAKING ACCIDIZNT INVESTIGATICN REPORTS
UNDER TEE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF I1AY 6, 1©10.

THE CENTRAL OF GEORGIA RAILWAY COMFANY

January 8, 1943.

Accident at Columous, CGa., on Yecember 1, 1842, caused by
2 bus bein, driven upon tie track immediately in
Trecat of an apnroacning engilne.

1
REPORT OF TRE COMMTSSION

PATTERSON, Commissioner:

On December 1, 12942, there weg & collision between a
vard engine and a bus on tne Central of Georgia Railway at
Columbus, Ga., wnich resulted in tne deatn of one train-
service emoloyee and tne injury of 15 bus passengers.

Under autnority of section 17 (2) of tne Interstate Com-
merce Act tne above-entitled proceeding was referred by thne

Commiscion to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and
disnosition.
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Locatlon of Accident and Method of Operation

Tnis accldent occurred on tnat part of the Columbus Divi-
slon designated as tiie Andalusia District and extending between
Columbvsg, Ga., and Andalusia, Ala., a Alstance of 138.3 miles.
In the vicinity of tne polnt of accident tnis is a single-track
line over wnicn lrains are operated by timetable and train
orders. Tnere 1s no block system in vese. The accldent occurred
on tne main track at a point 249 feet east of the Broad Street
station. Tne main treck is on Ninta Street and 1ls, respective-
ly, 45 feet and 20 feet horizontally distant from tne souvtn end
nortn curbs. Aprroacning from the west on the railroad, there
1s a tangent a distance of 730 feet fte tne point of accident
and a congiderable distance beyord. At the point of accident
tne grade for east-bound traing is 0.8 percent descending.

Between the curbs and a line 18 inches outelde eacn reail,
thne street i1s surfaced witih concrete. The 18-incn strip out-
slde eacn rail snd tne ares between tne ragils are paved with
aspnalt. Tne pavement is level with the top of the reile. On
tne nortn side of tne gtreet tne sidewalk 1s 8 feet © inches
wide and a grass nlot 7 feet wide lies between tne sidewalk
and tne curb, Starting at Broad Street, the Howard Bus Line
station porcllels Ninth Street on the nortn. Tals is a two-
story building, flush with the sidewalk, and about 3C0 feet in
lengtn. A% 2 point 150 Teet east of Broad Street, the loading
concourse is recessed inwecrd 857 feet from tne sidewalk. Egress
fron tne concourse 1g by a driveway 25 feet wide, wnich 1s at
rignt angles wita the street and raillroad. The concourse and
driveway are surfaced with coucrete. The grade for soutn-bound
movements from tne ccncourse is sligntly descending to tne
sidewalk, level acroceg tne sidewolk, about 9 percent descending
7 feet to the street, and then 1.8 percent ascending 20 feet
to tne track. Immedistely west of the drivevay tnere are two
lerge trees in tne grass plot nortn of the street. The accident
occurred about 30 feet west of tae center-line ol tne driveway.

Operating rulee read in pert as follows:
14, ENGINE AND MOTOR WHISTLZ SIGNALS.

Note.--The signals prescribed are i1illue-

trated by "o" for snort sounds; " " for
longer sounds. % % ¥

SOUND. INDICATION.

L L )

(1) oo Aoproaching public

crossings at grade.



18. Yard engineg will digplay tne ane~dlignt to
tne front and resr oy nlgnt. ¥ % %

30. 1he engine tell must be rung ¥* % # ynile
passing public crossings at grade, or to bdreveant
cccident.

3l. Thne wnistle must be scunded at all pleces
wnere required by rule or ny lew, or to prevent
accldent.

MOTOR CARRTER RULFS AND REGULATICYS of GRORGIA PURLIC
SERVICE COMMISSION read in pert as follows:

Part IT DRIVING OF MOTOR VEHICLES

4. llo motor venicle snell be driven recklecssly,
or so &s to endonger 1ife, limb, or property.

14. Every motor venicle ftransporting passengers,
# % % gsnall, upen epproscning eny roilro-~d grede
crossing, be brougnt to a full stop within <0
feet, but not lese than 10 feet, from tne nerrest
reil of such rallrosd grade cross, and snall net
proceed until due caution nas been taken to
ascertaln that the course is clear; #* # 3,

In tne immediate vicinity of tne polnt of accident tane
maximum autnorized soveed for all trains is & miles per nour.

Degcricticon of Accident

Yerd englne 628 wae nauling 35 loaded cors eastwerd. At
Brick Yard, Ala., ©.1 miles west of Columbus, an air-brake test
was made and the breokes functioned properly. Engine 628 de-
parted from Brick Yard about 7:20 p. m., acccrding to tne
statements of tiue crew, and wnile 1t was moving 2% an estimated
speed of 6 milesg per hour it collided with e bus on Nintn
Street at a polnt 249 feet cast of tne station.

The bus involved wag ovned uy tue Howard Bus Line of
Columbtus, Ga. It bore Georgia licensec Limited-125 and Georgla
Public Service Commission license No. 1613, The driver ncld
Alnbama driver's license No. 479555. The bus wes a 1929,
4-waecel, twin-motor, Twin-Coacn, Model 40, eouipped witn dual
tires on tne rear wneelg, Westingnouse silr brakes on all wneels,
ond a nand-operated breke on tne drive snaft. Thie bus was J2
feet long, 7 feet 10 incnes wide, and 9 feet 3 incnes nlga.

It welgned sppreximately 17,000 pounds and ned seatlng capacity
for 40 passengers. The windsnield and tne slde windows were so
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arranged tnat the driver nad unrestricted view anead and to
eacn side. Tnls venicle moved from the loadlng concourse of
tne ows stotlon, proceeded tnrougn tne driveway, entered Nintn
Street in a soutnwesterly directicn and at an angle of 60 de-
grees to tne track, and, wnlle moving at an estimated speed of
6 or 8 mlles per nour, 1t proceeded upon tne track whcre it
was struck b, yard englne 628.

Tnere was no unusual condition about the bus that obscured
the vision of the driver. Recause of trecs near the curb and
tne bus station buillding, the view to the west was materlally
restricted.

Yard engine 628 was not derailed and it estoppsd with the
front end of tne engine about 20 feest east of the polnt of
accldent. The front foot-boards were bent agalnst tne engine-
truck vwiieels. The bue stopped vprignt, © feet soutn of the
track and parallel to it. Tne rignt side of the bus was
demolisned from thne center to the rear end of tne body, a
distance of 15 feet.

It was clear at the tin
gbout 7:40 p. m.

4]

of the accident, whicn occurred

Tne train-cervice employee killed was a brakeman wno was
on tne front foct-board.

Data

During the 24-nour period beginning at 1 a. m., December
8, 1942, 18 trains and 2 track motor cars traversed Nintn
Street. One nundred and six buses entered Nintna Street from
tne driveway of the bus station concourse. O these buses, 30
did not stop before proceeding upon tne track.

Digcussion

Yard englne 628 was proceeding at an estimated speed of
6 miles per aour. The bell was ringing snd the alr-slarm
wnlstle, witn wnicn the engine wes equinped, was being sounded
continuously. Tne neadlignt was llgnted, and tne enginecr,
tne engine foreman and the genceresl verdmaster were mainteining
a lookout anead. Tne filrcman was on the dececkx of the engine.
A brekeman was stetioned on the rignt Tfront foot-boerd and
maintaining a lookecvt for traffic at street interssctions.
Wnen tne engine wes about 25 feet west of the driveway at the
bus station tne engine foremon snd tne genernl yordmaster ob-
cerved a bus emerge from tne coacourse #nd prcceed upon the
track in front of tne engine. EBotn werned tne englneer, who
immediately moved tne brrke valve to emergency position but
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the di- -nce wos not sufficient For engine 628 to gtop before
colliding witn the bus. Since the breakeman wes killed in tre
rccident, 1t could not be learned wnen ne firet became aware
of tne eapproaching bus. The brekeg of the cut of cars nad
been tested and nad functicned properly.

Tne driver of the bus was =n experienced driver. He sc“id’
that before the bus left the conccurse tne air-brc-ke pressure
wee cnarged, end tne headlights and tne marker ligats wcere
lignted. Wnen the bus entered Ninth Street, ne saw enging 628
ccout 80 feet west of tne drivewany a2nd wag confident tnet ne
could safely cnerate the bus across the tracx in front of tne
encine. He depresced tne accelerstor fully, but before tne
bus moved clecr of the track tne sccident occurred. Several
prasengers obgerved the nendlignt of tne epproscning encine,
nesrd the bell ringing end warned tne driver. Tne driver nad
been off duty 15 nours prior to tne time he ned started the
tcur of duty invelved and, 2t trne time of tne accldent, aad
been on duty abcut 3 hours. Tuhe leowes of tne state of Gecrgla
require tnct venicles transporting pessengerg must not preceed
up>n a railrcrd track until preceutions nave been taxen to
cscertaln thet the wey is ¢ r. Ii tne driver involved ned
taken proper precsutions ©o meke certeoin thet it wae snte to
proceed upcn the rsilroad track, thnle accident would not nave
occurred.

Cause

It is found that tnis accident was cauvsed by a bus belng
driven .pon tne track immediately in front of an apvroacning
engine.

Dated at Wasnington, D. C., tals elgnth
day of January, 12849.

By the Commission, Commicsioner Patterson.

H

W. P. BARTEL,
(SEAL)
Secretary.



