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SUMMARY 

Railroad: 

Date: 

Location: 

Kind of accident: 

Equipment involved: 

Train number: 

Engine number: 

Consi st: 

Speed: 

Operation: 

Track: 

Hi ghway: 

Weather: 

Time'. 

Co sualtie s: 

Cause: 

Central of Georgia 

December 21, 1942 

Butler, Ga. 

Colli sio.n witn motor truck 
and derailment of tra.in 

Freignt train 

54 

777 

37 cars, caboose 

25 m. p. h. 

Motor truck 

20-25 m. p. h. 

Timetable and train orders 

Single; tangent; 0.82 percent 
d e scencm ng f. rad c eat tward 

5° rig.it curve; crosses track at 
angle o" ; O.ZC ;ercent 
arcendin 0 grade southward 

Cloudy 

7:05 p. m. 

3 killed; 2 injured 

Accident caused by motor truck 
being d.rlven upon nighway grade 
crossing immediately in front 
of approaching train 
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INTERSTATE COiPIlERCF COMMISSION 

IN VE 3 TIGAT10N 110. 2663 

IN TNI NATTER OF TAXING AG CI DENT Ii'VSTTCATIOV REPORTS 
UN NCR THE ACCIDENT PEPC TS ACT OF MAY *, 1910. 

ThT CENTRAL OF GEORGIA RAILWAY COHPANY 

February 3 0, 19!3. 

Accident at Butler, Ga. , or Pae fmbei '1, 10-"'0, caused by 
a motor truck being driven ir.cn a ni,,in/ay grade 
crossing immediately ir front of an aporcacning train. 

REPORT OP TNE CCNNISSION 

F.4.ITERSCN , Commissioner : 

Or. December 0 ] , 1942, t^ere war a derailment of a 
Centra 1 of Georgia Failvay freight train after it nad. 
strucm a. motor truck at a hi'nvay m a d e crossing at, Butler, 
Ga. TJI° accident rpsuited, in the death of tnres, train-
service emoloyees, and. che injury of tne truck. driver and 
an assistant truck driver. 

Unce^ autnority of sectioi 17 ( 2 ) of the Interstate Com-
mc"r ce Act mo above-entitled p^oc^eding i-ss referred, by the 
Commission co Commissioner Patterson for consideration and. 
di sposition. 
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Location, of Accident and Method, of Operation 

This accident occurred on tbat oart of the Macon Division 
designated as the Columbus District and extending between 
Columbus and Fort Valley, G-a. , a distance of 71.4 miles. In 
tne vicinity of the ^oint of ,ccident this is a single-trac v 

line over wnich trains are operated by timetable and. train 
orders. There is no block system in use. Tne accident oc­
curred at a point; 0.5 mile west of the station at Butler 
wnere the railroad is crossed, at grcC'.Q by Highway U. S. IP, 
Approacnin from tne "est on the railroad tne track is tan­
gent more than 2 miles to the crossing and a considerable dis­
tance beyond.. At tne Point of accident the grade" for east-
bound trains is 0.52 percent descending. 

In enr- vicinity of the crossing involved, Hi£hT"ay U. ?. 
19 extends north and eouth and. crcsas tne track at an angle 
of 59°. Approaching from t nort . on the hi-,hwey ther^ is 
a tangent 1,100 fceo in Ion* cr_, which i: followed >\y a 5C' 
curve to the rihnt P3 fe-.t to the cro^rii:;. ar.̂  324 fi et 
beyond. The pr-^e far routh-bound vehicles is level 35 f--t, 
0.6 percent descending 15 c icrZ ,;d a.j; 0.55 percent ascend­
ing to tne crossing . The ;i_h'-P rnr the crcssim, ^re 22 feet 
wide and. are surfaced, VIO.. macadam. Flerge^'ys ; bout 2 inches 
wide are ^rcviden ir "i13? pac.i rail. The cr" train is well 
maintained. 

Ad.v nee w.-rnin<- hi .hwa"-croF- siE° sign- T-iicn m'e d.iaks 
mounted on posts and feet 10 i^ch^': above the surface of ;he 
highway, are located, 613 a.nd. 332 feet nortn. of M e orosring 
and. 6 fee u wesc of che highway, an.. Dear tbe letters " v. T\" in 
black or a yellow back; round. On tne sign nearer to t. e track 
tne letteri -re displayed, EG reflector buttons. Cast-iron 
markers 14 inches lo:g and 6 inches nigh are located in the 
center of the 'ii p i 1 " a t >oi:i;<- 2lr- and 52 feet north of che 
crossing. Tr.p first P E A ^ E tn̂ - «ord "SLOW," and. tne other, 
"STOP." A standard cross-buck hiRVway-crossing" sipn was lo­
cated to tne left of the direction of south-bound traffic and. 
in tne southeast angle of the crossing at a. point 15 feet south 
of the center-line of the track arc. 12 feec east of the blghway. 
This sign bore the woros "RAILROAD CROSSING-" in black letters 
on a write background. A croesin --whistle sign for east-boun: 
trains is located 1,200 fec. t T-est of the crossing. 

Operating rules read in D^rt as follows: 

14. ENGINE AND MOTOR T'rhlSTLF SIGNALS. 

Note.—The signals prescribed -re illus­
trated, oy 11 o" for short sounds; " " for longer 
sound, e. * * * 
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SOUND. INDICATION. 
•Si- # w 

(l) o o Approaching public 
crossings at grade. 

«• * # 

1 7 . The neadli^ht will be displayed to the front 
of every train by night, * * *. 

5 0 . Trie engine-bell must be rung * * ,;' while 
passing public crossings at grade, or to prevent 
accident. 

5 1 . Tne thistle must be soundec1 at all Places 
w.iere reouired by rule or by law, or to prevent 
accident. 

Bulletin Order No. 31-262, issued June 25, 1 9 5 1 , reads 
part as follows: 

A L L E N : I N E E R S : 

* -"- # 

2. Disregard Rule 1 4 - L , blowing ro^c1 

crossing whistle signal, arm be governed by the 
following: 

"Two long Blasts - On L Snort Blast 
- One Long Blast, to continue up to the 
cro ssing.lf 

•J'r •SI-

P A R T II of the Oeor gio Public Service Commission Rules 
and Regulations on Safety for Motor Carriers, Issued October 
1, 1 9 4 0 , reads in part as follows: 

DRIVING- OF MOTOR VEHICLES 

Rule o. RECKLESS DRIVING FORBIDDEN.—No motor 
veniclo snail be driven recklessly, or so as to 
endanger life, l i m b , or prooerty. 
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Rule 18. PRECAUTIONS AT RAILROAD CROSSINGS AND 
DRAWBRIDGES.—Every motor vehicle transporting 

48- * property for nire snail , upon approaching 
any railroad crossing, he brought to a full stop 
within 50 feet but not less tnan 10 feet from 
the nearest rail of such railroad, grad.e crossing, 
* * *, tne driver snail ascertain that the course 
is clear, and nothing contained in tnls rule shall 
be so construed as to relieve tne driver of the 
responsibility in any case of exercising due caution 
to ascertain that the course is clear * * *. 

Within the corporate limits of Butler, Ga., the maximum 
authorized speed for all trains is 25 miles per nour, and for 
motor vericles, 25 miles per hour. 

Description of Accident 

No. 34, an east-bound second-class freight trtin, departed 
from Columbus, 49.7 miles west of Sutler, at 5:05 p. rn. , ac­
cording to the dispatcner 1s record of movement of trains, 2 
nours 50 minutes late. At Junction Citg, 13. ""i miice ^est of 
Butler, 4 cars T<erc added and tni •:- train, consisting of engine 
777, 37 loaded cars and a emmoce, departed, at 6:55 p. m., 
according to the ststement o. the conductor, and. while moving 
at an estimated speed o-' 25 miles 1 er nour it collid.ed with a 
motor true A o7"1 a iî grmviy gra-c crossing 0.5 i.ile west of the 
station at Butler. T" e images of I o. 54 hai reen tested and. 
had. functioned, properly en route. 

Tne motor trac1- iavrlvjd ^as a tractor and semi-trailer 
leased to tne Flamingo '-ruce Lines, Inc., Jack son^ille, Fla. , 
which oocrates under the jurisdiction of the Interstate Com­
merce Commission by authority of certificate i.C-19190. The 
driver neld Florida cneufieur'e license No. 872832. The tractor 
was a' 1041, 8-c\linder, 1-1/2 ton Ford model, and bore Florida 
license No. 5C-L-579 for 1942. Its weig.it w 9 p 0/000 pounds. 
It was eo.uimped witn hydraulic brakes, a vacmsm booster, c.ual 
tires on the rear wheels, and. a nand-cPerated brane, and was 
provided witn an enclosed steel cab having a sleeping berth. 
It was nauling, a 1941 Klnghem semi-trailer, 4 tens capacity, 
MocNel R-50, equipped with a vacuum brake, wnicn could, be oper­
ated by either a herd-ooerated val"re located on tne steering-
wrieel column or a foot P E D A L . The weight of the trailer ween 
empty was 7,950 pounds. The tractor and the semi-trailer had 
an over-all lengtn of 55 feet 2 inches. At the time of the 
accident the cargo witn which the semi-trailer '-̂ s leaded, 
weighed. 21,558 pounds. An assistant truck driver who was off 
duty was on the ssat with tne driver, and tn? assigned assistant 
truck driver was in tne L1 eeoing berth. The vehicle, moving 
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southward on Highway U. S. 19, en route from Atlanta, G-a., to 
Tampa, Fla., proceeded upon the crossing involved at an esti­
mated speed of 2o to 25 miles per hour, and the semi-trailer 
was struck by No. 34. 

There was no unusual condition about tne enclosed cab. 
•tit a p o m : on the highway 52 feet north of che crossing in­
volved, tne driver of a south-bound vehicle can have an 
unoostrueted view of a train approaching from the west at a 
cistance of 1,443 feet. 

The semi-trailer wee :orn loose from the cractor and 
demolished. The tractor was overturned and stopped on its 
right side, badly damaged, 40 feet east of the point of col­
lision and 15 feet sou:n of tne track. 7,<rcckage lodged, und.cr 
tne engine-truck easels, and tne engine was d cradled to the 
south and. stopped on its right side, badly damaged, about 75 
feet sou ch of the track ano. parallel to it, witn its front 
end. 250 feet beyond, the "ooint of collision. The cao T ras de­
molished, most of the steam pipes ^ ere broken, and. the engine 
was otherwise damaged. The tender stopped 5 feet west of the 
engine, across tne track and. at right angles to it. The first 
12 care and. the front truck of the thirteenth c~r were derailed.. 
The cender and. these cars were bad] 

Ic was cloudy a: the time of the accident, which occurred, 
about 7:05 p. m. 

The employees killed -"ere the engineer, the fireman and. 
the frorc brekeman. 

Data 

During the 30-da , r oeriod orecedin, tne cia*' of the accident, 
there wc- £ a daily average of 14 trains over t.̂ e crossing in­
volved. During cr.e 24-hour period beginning at 7:01 a. m., 
Ja.nuar" 2, 1943, 693 automobiles, 273 trucks and. 17 bases passed. 

*- 7 7 7 over c m s crossing. 
Di soussion 

As No. 54 was approaching Butler, 
miles per nour. According to the statements of the conduccor 
and. cne flagman, who were in trie cupola of the caboose, the 
g nuge in the caboose indicated, that a brake-pipe pressure of ^Jt* 
70 pounds w^s being maintained. They were able to see the 
reflection of the headlight of tneir engine. About 1 mile west 
of Butler, a 10-pound brake-pipe reduction was mad.e, which re­
duced the speed to 25 miles P e r nour, and. then the brakes were 
released. The conductor said, that about 15 seconds later the 
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Drake-pipe pressure became fully depleted and the train stopped 
abruptly. He said tnat because of the short interval between 
tne brake applications ne was of the opinion that the brake 
system w?s not sufficiently recharged to obtain the full benefit 
of an emergency application. The occupant of another truck 
which was near the crossing said that as Mo. 34 approached tne 
crossing the headlight was lighted., the bell was ringing, and 
tine engine wnistle sounded the road-crossing signal. It is 
not known when tne members of the crew on the engine first 
became aware of the approaching vehicle, as they wore killed 
in the accident. The engine struck the semi-trailer, and, as 
a result of wreckage becoming lodged under tne engine-truck 
wheels, tne engine and tnirteen cars were derailed. Tne 
tractor was overturned to the south of the highway and. near 
the crossing. 

The driver of the motor truck involved was an experienced, 
driver and. had. oeen driving the truck, involved, about 3 months. 
He was not familiar with the route over which he was deriving. 
At tne time of une accident the d.river had. been on d.uty about 
4 hours 30 minutes. Curir.v the "^receding 15-1/2 hours he had 
been on d.ucy 1 hour. There was no condition of the truck 
wnicn d.i stracted. nis attention or obscured his vision. He 
said tha.t e.s the motor truck was •goprorcning the point where 
the accident occurred., tne speed was about 20 or 25 miles per 
nour. Because another truck passed nis truck on the left and 
then turned, off to the right of the highly at a point about 
100 feet north of the railroad, track, his attention wp G dis­
tracted, and. he failed, to see any warning sign indicating die 
presence of a railroad. The first he was aware of anything 
being wrong *-Tas when nis truck was about 5 feet north of the 
track, and the assistant driver, who "as off d.uty, warned, him 
of the e.pproe.cning train. The driver d.epressed tne accelerator 
fully, but the truck failed to clear the crossing in time to 
avert the accident. He said that tne motor-truck brakes func­
tioned properly, but if he had applied them when he was warned 
tne tractor would have stopped, on the track. Tne assistant 
driver said, that he failed to observe any warning signs because 
nis attention also was distracted by tne truck that passed 
tnem. The laws of the state of C-eorgia require that vehicles 
must not proceed, in a reckless manner, and. this vehicle was 
reouired to stop within 50 feet but not less than 10 feet from 
the crossing. There were four warning signs on the highway 
Immediately nortn of the crossing. Since che driver w 9 S not 
familiar with the route he should have proceeded in sucn manner 
that he could nave observed, ail signs affecting the movement 
of his truck. If the driver had observed the warning signs 
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he could have taken precautions to make certain that conditions 
were safe before his truck proceeded upon the railroad track, 
and this accident could have been avoided. 

Cause 

Ic is found that this accident was caused by a motor 
truck being driven upon a highway grade crossing immediately 
in front of an approaching train. 

Dated at Washington, D. C , this tenth 
day of February, 1943. 

By tne Commission, Commissioner Patterson. 

W. P. BARTEL, 
(SEAL) 

Secretary. 


