IMTERSTATE COMLIERCT COMMISSION

WASEINCTON

l INVISTICATION NO. 26863
THET CENTRAL OF GZORCIA RAILWAY COMPANY
RTPCRT IN FE ACCIDINT
AT BUTLER, GA., ON

DECTM3TR 21, 1942




Reilroad:
Daote:
Location:

¥ind of accident:

Equiponment involved:
Train number:
Engine number:
Consisat:

Speed:

Operation:

Track:

Hlpnway:

Weatner:
Time:
Casualties:

Cauce:

- 2 - Inv-2663

SUMMARY

Central of Georgiay
December 21, 1942
Butler, Ga.

Collision witn motor truck
and derallment of train

Freignt train : Motor truck
54 :
777 ‘ :

37 cars, caboose :
25 m. . h. : 20-25 m. p. h.
Timetable and train orders

Single; tangent; 0.
descencing frofe eac

S killed; 2 injured
Accident ceused Dy motor truck

bein: édriven wuron nipnway grade
croegelirn, 1.1mcdiately in front ’
of apnroacning ftrein
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GATTIN.' NO. 2665

I T2 JIATTER OF MAXING ATCIDERT ToVTSTTGATION LREPCRTS
U ol THE ACCIDEIT QT?C I8 ACT OF laY », 1¢10.
TRT CENTIRLL COF GEORGIa FAILWAY COUFRANY

1005,

Accldens ot Butlsr, Ga., o Decsmber 71, 1047 crugea by
a 1obor touck Lelnr criven uncn a ni oy grade
crocging immedietoly ir front of =n sporcecaing; trein.

q
4
REPZ™T Op WL CCITIISSION
PALTERSCY, Commiceioner:

Ov. Decerper 01, 1948, trere wor a Cersilment of a
Centrsl o7 Geor.1s Reilwer frei-nt traoio after it nad
strucs o otor trucl ot a ai-avay rrade croseslng av Zutler,
Ga. TIn- ”nﬁwueAt requliad in ine deatnh of trrec trein-
service emoloye=ss, end tane injury of tne truck.driver and
on agaletant truck driver.

lUnCeW autnority of ecctict 17 (2) or tne Interstate Com-
mcice Act wic above-sntitled proce:niding vss referred by tne
Commirsgion ¢o Commissioner Paltercon for concideration znd
disposition.
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Tnie accident occurred on tiat nrrt of the Macon Divigion
decisnated as Lle Columvbue NMigirict and axtendine bDeiween
Colurtus ancd Fort Valley, Gs., & dilstance of 71.4 miles. In
tne viclanity ol the roint o7 (ccident tnie 1e 2 sin le-trac’
line ovar wiiicn traolas are opersatsd by timetaolc and train
orders. Iiere l1g¢ no blocx syster in use. The cccident cc-
curred at a veinv 2.5 mile west of the staticn st Ratler
vaere tne rallro-d is creesed at grece by hicaway U. S. 15,
Appororncairn  from tne "est on the railroad tne traex 1c¢ ten-
gent more than < miles to ilhe croecsing and a coreidereble rilce-
tance beyond. At Tne neint of aceident the crade for each-
bovrd treins is Q.32 percent Aescending,

In ¢ne viecinisy of tne crocsing involved, REiearuy U. &,
19 extends mortn ané couthr and cro~sre tne trock 2% an eon le
of 8¢°, Armroescrnin~ frod the nort. on the ni-hwey taere is
a tangent 1,100 fceo in 1lone en, vricew 10 7ollowed ry a &C
curve Lo trne ri ot €8 200 to e croecing an? E724 fozt
beyond, 1.3 rredc Per eouti-boen? vae:lcloc i1g lzvel 35 frot,
C.6 percent Ozgcending 15° Zoet _af tron 0.53% perecent zecond-
ing to tac creoeesing. Tre s1 nval rn” the croseling are 22 feet
wide ond sre gurfrerd wio, mezalem. Fleniev - ye :vovt 2 inches
vide cre .rovicet 1r-~i“e esc roil. Yne crocoin 1lg vell
maintsincd.

Lvence werninm ol nve)-crossian el ne, wailch nre diste
movnte? on Posts and 4 Feet 10 ireer above tie gurface o7 ne
nignwey, ere loc-ted 4138 and &7 frel nortn ol e crosriag
eed 6 fec. vesl of oke higavay, en. 0eer Ve Ietters " 7.0 ap
blackx on 2 ye?low Leck rovnd. 0On tre <l n resrer to 7. 2 trachk
trne lattere ~re dignhleyed oy reflecthor butiore. Coslt-iron
narkers 14 incres 1o, end o incree nisn cre loccted in the

center of tTie i vy a7 oinie D05 and 52 featU norta of cae
crosaing. Toe Jiret "wavme tos word "SLOW," ond e other,
"8T0P." A etondard crosc-ouck nicvtey-croegial sifn wes lo-
cated to tre left ol tThe “irvectinn 0of govin-pound traffic anl
in tne souvtieast annle 72 tne croseing 8t o 2oint 15 feet soutn
of the center-line of %tie irsciz enc 12 feeo cesct of Uthe 7ifnway
Tnils glan Dore the worcoe "RATTLROAD CROZISING" 1n black letoere
on a wolite veecr-round. A crocein —wnietle silun for erst-Down?’
trains 1s locoted 1,200 foet rest of the crossing.

Cperating rules resi in 3-1t »g follots:

14, ECGIVE AND MCTCR WRISULE SIGCALS.

Note.--Tne si-mole wrescrived ~re illuve-
trated oy "o" for esuort counds; " " for longer
ouncg., ¥ ¥ ¥
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SCTUD. TUDICATTON.

* ow
(1) _ __ oo Lrnroeccening public
crosgeing s at grade.
* % %
17. Tne neacli, at will be disluyed to the front

of evcry trein oy ani nt, % * %,

80. Tne enpgine-cell nust be rung * % % wille
pagsins nuellic crossin.,s at {rede, or to »Hrevent
accident,

31. Tnce rnistle must be sovnded at 11l nleces
viere reculred by rulc or oy lew, or To Drevant

accicent.

Zullecin Order Un. 31-262, issved June 25, 1931, reacs 1in

’
port es ifcllorrs:

AT —rIIVTC-EZRE:

Y

E

W

2. Digregard Rule 14-L, ©lowinr rosc

crogging wvnietlec signel, eond be governed by tne
following:

"Two lon; Elasts - On. Sacrt Elast
- One¢ Long Blegt, to continuc wud to e
crossing."

L ST

PART II of thne Geor 1is fublic Szrvice Commisgion Rules

and Aegulations on Ssfety for ilotor Ceorriers, issu2d October

1, 1940, recads in part os follows:

DRIVIIG OF I0TO7 VoHICLTS

Aule &. RTCKLZSS DRIVING FOREIDDEN.--No swotor
veniclc snall ve driven rocklessly, or sc as 1o
cndaiuger life, limb, or pronerty.




Rule 18, PRECAUTTICFS AT RAILROAD CROSSINGS AND
DRAWBRIDGEZ3. --Zvery movor venlcle transporting

* % % property for nire snall, upon approaching
any reilroed crossing, he brougnt to a full stop
witnin &C feet but not less tnan 10 feet from

tne nearest raill of such railroazd grade crossing,
# % % tpne driver snall ascertain that the courss
is clear, and notining contained in tnis rule snall
we g0 construed as to velieve tne driver of the
rcesonsicility in eny cese of exercising duce caution
To escertain tiiat the covrse is cleesp * % 3,

Witnin the corvorate limite of Zutler, Ca., the meximum

autnorized speed for all trains 1g 25 niles per nour, and for
notor verlclee, 25 milers per Lnour.

Descripticmn of Accident

Jo. &4, an ezst-dound sccond-class freipnt trein, Cenarted
from Conlumous, 49.7 mileg weet of Zutler, at 5:!05 p. m., ac-

cordin~ to the digraterer's recor?l of movemeunt of traine, 2
nours 50 minutes lets. At Juncticn Gitv, 15.9 wilece wert OF
Butler, 4 cars wore added sl tal« rair, consliegling ol engilne

4.
[%
777, 37 loaduc cars an® o chaco Genmarted oL 61370 v. n.,

L/,

m
=

sccordic: to tno cistenent o. tis conductor, end wniile noving
at an ectimated gpeed o 28 rilos ter acvr iU collicded vith a
motor Truc< on a oty vyt frecto crnoelag 0.0 1ulle west of the
stetion ot Zuiler. T 2 iLralicsg of 2o. M4 hoh rTeen tested end

LT

nad functiloaecw proerl, cn ravic.

Tne motor trac™ iovelv.d veg o troctor and egemi-trajler
lzared To tac Flesireo “1ves Linee, Inc., JTackeonville, Fla.,
walcn oocrateg under tie Jurigdicticn of the Interstats Com-
m2rce Cormigsion oy autﬁoritﬂ of certificets 7C-17315C. Tne
driver neld Florida cnruftfeuc's licerse Lo. ©72032. Tno tracter
wag g 1041, fi-cylinder, 1-1/2 ton Fecrd nodel, rnd Lore Florida
licengse Yo, 8GL-579 for 1942. Itc welpat was (0,000 vounde.
It woa equinped witn nydreulic orekee, a vacovm ocooeter, cual
tires on inz rear vneels, and e nand-chHerated brace, and vag
rrovided witn an eicloced steel cov navirs a sleeonin: bartn.
It veg navling a 1941 Kingren geni-tiraller, 4 tO' c
Yodel R-00, cruipoed with a vecvun brake, walcn could
ated by either a nerd-on=rated valve loc 1ted on tq T
vazel column or a fcot nedsl. Tne welghh of Tie Zrell
empry wasg 7,950 pounde. The trector and 1lre zeni-trei
ail over-all lenctin of &3 feet 2 increcg. AL trhe time of Che
acciCent tne cargo vita wnlen the comi-traller wog lcadza
weliyned ©1,338 pounds. An sesigtant truck ariver wno was off
duty was on the szat vit:. toe driver, eno tane eseipned asclstant
Truck driver vag in tne ¢’sgening berth. Tne venicle, moving

]
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sovtarrard on Hi~nway U. 8. 19, en route frem Atlanta, Ga., fto
Tampa, Fla., pro cceedsd uvon tie O”CSQWHQ ]uVOlVCd at an esti-
neted gpeed of 20 to 28 miles per nour, and tae semi-trailer

weg struck bty No. J&4.

Tnere 1vves no unusvel condition esbout Ttne a2nclosed can.
at 2 ~oinc or the ni~nway 92 feet north 21 csel
0 tns ériver of & eovtrn-oound veniclce can neve o
-f 4

1v
uncostrveted vier of a traln spnroacning from the weat ot a
¢istonce or 1,448 feet.

Cie seni-trailer vee dorn locee from tue orector end
cemnlisrned. Tne tractecr was overturacc and gftonped on 1te
rigat eide, bedly Jaurged, %0 fect cast or tre >0int of col-
ligioa and 15 feel soudn of tae track Treckaze lodged uader
toe enpinz-trvck wvneels, and tne cnginc wvas deralled To tac
gcuta end stoovpec on ite rignt side, vedly Cemogld, abovt 7&
Teet govienr of the track anc paralle1 to 137, vita 1its Tront
end 2060 feot beyord the voint of collision. Thz ceo "os Je-
nolicied, soet of tac eteam ploes werc brolen, zaod thae enzire
weg ouvniervlec dameged. Tne tenter stormed & Tect wegt of the
en,iie, acrose tre treck and st rignt engles to 1t. The Tiret
12 care ané trne front truek of The thirteenth cor wore derniled.
Trie cencCer ornd thece cere were Lolly dameged.

wag cloudy as tne Lime ol The eccilent, trlch occurred
05 ». m.

Ti.e emdloyees ®Rililed weie Tie eaginesr, tae flrenan end
tne frorc Hrekemen.

Data

puriac tne &0-day neriod wnrecedin. tae dey or the occldent,
tuere veg a dally averrce of 14 treine over T.e crecscirg ia-
volveZd. During one 24-nour veriod besirnin_ at 7:C1l a. n.,
canuar; 2, 1943, 69& eautcmobiles, 273 trucks and 17 bureeg Degsed
over Tthle crossing.

Digcusgsion

As No. &4 wag edproacning fuisler, the sreed wes abovt 35
miles ver aour. Accordiing to tiae gtatenente of tre concducior
enc. tae flagren, wrno vere in the cuvpola of trne ceboocge, the
grure in tne cebooce inlicated thet a brake-pine pregsure of
70 pouads w-g beinc mainteined. Tnery trere cble to see tue
reflection of the neadlipnt of taeir engine. Anovt 1 mile wast
of Butler, a 10-nound wreke-pive reduction wrg made, walcn re-
duced the snced to 25 niles ver aour, and tasn The brolkes tere
relessec.. Tuae conductor egric tnat ebcout 15 sgconcds later Toe
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prake-oloe nressure become fully devleted end Tne traln stooned
aorupbtly. Fe =said tnat vecause of tne snort intervel betieen
tne oreke ap,lications ne was of the opinion tnat the brake
gystem v:s not sufficient ;ly recnerged to obtain tne full benefit
cf an erercency anplication. The coccupant of anotner truck
wilch was near the crosszing es2ild tnat as No. 34 sporoacined tne
croseine tihe neadli, it wag lignted, tne bell vas ringing, ond
tre engine wnistle soun ed tiac rosd-crossing siznel. It 1is
nct known wnen tae nembers of the crewv on tne engine first
becane sware of tne 2pdroacning venicle, as tney were killed
in thc accident. Tne engine struck the semi-treilcr, and, =
reeguvlt of wreckage WCCOLWAL lodged under tne engine—truck

s

(=]

vneels, tie enzine snd tnirtecn cers were deralled. Tne
Ttractor weg cverturred to tne goutn of tne nignvay anc nesr
Tne crossing,.

The driver of tre motor truck involved weg an exverienccd
driver =nd nad veen driving the truclt involved about & montns.
Ze vog not P°1311 ar witn the route over wnicn ne wes Ariving.
At tne time of vvne accifent tne driver ned beern on cuty about
4 nourcs &0 minutee. Durir.. the Hreceding 15—1/2 nours ne naod
been on cuty 1 nour. Thaere w2z no condition of the truck
vzlen Cilgiracted als avtention or ovscursd nls 1510;. He
scid thiat se tne motor true ves =pnrorcalng tme soint wnere
tne zcclifent occurred, tac sned wasg avout 20 or 25 1les per
nour. Zeccvee arotner truck pessed nis truck on the left and
trer. turced off to the rignt of the ni_avcy 2T a pecint sbout
10C feet rorin of tae reilrcad tracik, nis ctiention wos Cis-
tractec and ne failed to see any arning sign indicating cae
presence of a reilrosd. Tne first ne vas aware of onyining
Lein: wron;. was wnen nle Trucl wag gbout 5 feetl rortn of the
tracli, ard tre acsiegtont driver, vino was off duty, werned nim
of the coproszcaing trein. The driver depressed bﬂ@ accelerstor
fully, ouv tne truck failed to clear tne crossing in time to
evert tne 2ccident. He s2id tiat tne motor-Ttruck odrakes func-
tioned properly, but if ne nad epplied them wihen ne was warned
e Tractor would azve stopneld on tne track. Tne assistant
driver seid tnat ne fallsd to obeerve any warning signs becauce
nis attenvtion 2lso was Alstracted vy tne truck tnat passed
tnem. The laws of the gtate of Georgla require tnet venicles
must not proceed in s reckless manner, and tnis venicle wes
required to etop within 50 feet but not less tiren 10 feet from
the crosesing. Tnere vere To warning signs on the nignweay

ing, Since tne driver wag not
uld nave proceeded in sucn menner
1 signg affecting the movement
of his u_uc&. If trhe driver had observed the varnino signs



R,

R

o SR AR B M DN TR

wap

OPTEIRT RER RS,

S, AT A iy ¥ ERIE R A B s
wn ok vad EREREL LENS e ¥ BRILE A B v B

R et A L

ool =G G

b et g

- 10 =~ 2663

ne could nave taken precautions to make certein that condiltions
were safe pefore nis truck proceeded upon tine railroad track,
and tnis accldent could nave been avolded.

rusg &

It is found tnet tnls accicdent was caused by a motor
truck becing driven upon a nignway grade crossing immedistcly
in front of an emoroacining train.

Dated ot Weshington, D. C., thnie tecnth
day of Febrvery, 1943.

£y tne Commlssion, Commissioner Patterson.

Y. P. BARTEL,
(SEAL)
Secretary.



