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B85

March &, 1958
Canadion Paatfic
Lake Yiew, Maine
Rear end cdfhisien

Trock motercar

10mph

3805

Froight train
Extra 4003 West

Diesel-electric units 4003,
4408

23 <ars

40m p h

Timetable, train orders, and automaotic block-signal system

Single, 5° curve, 0 13 percent descending grode westward

Clear

728a m

1 killed

Failure to take required precautions . in the operction of a track

motorcar



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

R:PORT NO 3805

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS UNDER
THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 4, 1910

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY

September 22, 1958

Accident near Lake View, Maine, on March 6, 1958, caused by failure to take required pre-

cattions 1n the operation of a track motorcar

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION]

TLCGLE, Commissioner

On March 6, 1958, there was a collision between a track motarcar and a freight train on the
Canzaian Pacific Railway rear Lake View, Maine, v hicn resuitea 1n the death of one maintenance-

of-v ay errployee

'Wader authority of sect on 17 (2} ofthe Interstate Commerce Act the above-entitled proceeding

was relerred by the Commission to Commissioner Tuggle for consideration and disposition
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Location of Accident and Method of Operation

This accident occurtea o1 tnat tart ¢ tre Rrownville Division extending between Mattawan-
keag anz Bro. malle Jor , * aine, 43 1 riles, a single-track line over v nuch trains are operated by
tfiretgble, train orders, ard an atlo atic bBlock-s.grz systen  Tue cccident occurred on the main
trock at a pamnt 356 riles est of 'ata a keag anz 2 1 viles west of tne stahicn at La<e View,
'"3re  Fro~ Fe east ttere dre, 1n succeszien, I 3% curve to tne riabt 843 feet 1n 'ength, o tangent
7. feet, a 57 surve to the left 2,407 {eet, a tangent 575 ‘eet, a 5o curve to the night 2,538 feet to
the po1nt o Tecizarr and 177 feer est ara, anz o tangent 1,717 feer The grade in the 1~ rediate
ncinity of the pont of acciaent 15 0 13 vercent descendirg rest rara

A track wotorcar set=ff 1¢ located aycrox1r ate.v 460 fest + est of the point of accident

Ato—atic sigral 973, goverung esthount  cve-ents, s ccated 1,520 {eet east of the voint
of Jccl.ent

Trus carnier’s tales for the creration of tracl rotorcars recd 1n nart s fol or s

5€ The person 1m charge of o car must octaun information on ail possible occaslens 1n

regatd to the move—ent of trains * * * and must operate the ca- at all times prepared to find
he Tain trace ol.s ~uctea or o Lse

fq % *+ = Ty gll cases, whe ber on s.-7ie, it wble cr three or rore tracss 3 sharp lockout
rust be kept at zll imes in o't direct ¢ 15 for rairs, cars or ot ier sostructions Wren more

than one man accompan.es 2 car, g man Tast be speclally assigned to gct as rear lockout

Tre - a7~ o~ autnoflzel sreeds 11 e vizirity of 1ne tomt of accydent are 451 tlez rer hour
for @l trains anz 25 riles per hour for track wotorcars

Description of Accident

On the n2y of the accutenr a section cree conisting of ¢ foreran and § section—en repcrted
_om duty at Lake View, 33 5 riles vest of attavear weaq, about 700 a m  This section force de-
rarted vestbourd on a track rotorcar aksat 7 10 a - After perform ing work at two locations 1mme-
df17ely  est of signal 973 he =ectior {cree proceeded rest sard on the track motorcar and while
avlr <t an es 1-ated speed of 17 ~ulec prar nour tne tracl wotorcar v as struck by Lxtra 4003 West
Ewtra 4503 Veot, 9 ectecun, {rewght tranr, zons ste: o Lo e -clectric vnate 4003 and 4408,
zeur-led in ~ultiple-antt contral, 23 cars, and a caboo=e  This train deported fror attawamkeag at
A A)a -, racsel Fardy Pond, the last oper office, 27 8 iles w~vest of Mattawarleag,at 7 18 a m,
and while roving at an est.rated ~ne=a of 40 riles per nour 1t struck the track rotorcar

Tre tracr rotorzar —as seraled and stepoe @0oue liately rortt of the raan track and 221
feet  olt of t1e caint of azcizen It was destroye! lore o tre e.ug ent of Extra 4003 was de-

it or in oagel  Tre {ront enl of this trair stoppea 1,761 feet west of the pownt of accident

A -t oan as b lleg
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The reatier was o' 2.rat the t1 e of the « ~1~~1t, Yoo szour-e. 17292 -

Dun.ng tie ¥-lay perrod srecedine 'r~ ‘ay of the accident the average daily roverent in
the vicinity of the cownt of accident was 15 8 frains

Tre trach rotarear vas of the kelt-arive tyre, tosered by 7 l-cylinder, 5 to § noreecower
enmqine It werghed approxi~ately 760 rounas and had a seating capa-ity ‘or si14 persens It was
eJulopea with 71 ~vmdshield, cab top, and @ rear canvas curtain

Discussion

On the day of tte accizent the section ‘orce at La<e Vie  were scnedulad to perfor~ verl
f
at kaugnte, 47 vile et -t T oV At 7700 - A ~po | on ferpr g mbte ma g Tne-un of
train r s.erents o L et 4 C3'ororrea g U] TU Ao fTi.ovs

T
[T

SN I N B LR I

¥

Fesgis =mo1 roe ocroof Y oo 2, Tuo owedtion ferer 30 relz ‘re Ine-wt o the T e ters oo
ttesection ‘or-_ ooforet zoderparte~ 1o Lz e Vie Tre sectizn ‘orer ansar  thatafter tne second
stooes o e estof c1,1al 373 re observe  tatt etreras 725 3% a - ko sal tea accorz.ng
to o o' 1 - s 1t a than tive to clear tne ~amm trast fo- Extra 4003 West He 1 structea rre
cctio e tokzarariue - otorear Pe sa d t-at he intensea ro set the ~otoroar 2 at o se ot located
arrra 1 ately 1,200 teot vestwara  As tne  otorcor proceedea west, ard ar a syeed o arerexiTatey
10 des-or o arc_otiemr ar cb erve? T ora 4003 Vest avoreacking Tt 3 - starce of aoprovicately
270 eet Fo 1 ediately callzd z v arring Tne sechior forer an and the sectionten clighte? befcre
the collis on oo~ rr=-

As Ex1a 4007 West was approaching the peirt woere tie accidznt occcurred toz ar ~inem 2n
a3 th= ront bre' e (mm owere 1m toz control co partment of tho forst aineel-e ootz urit Carrttinimg
a loo out aiead, 11 the cor“uctor and tae fla7~an were .n tie casoose  “ne firesan, a qual. ed
enc.nzer, a0 ocratng tte 1 oo obive The brakes b 1 trmm 11d Lze es ez ant nod functiznza
prorerly * aen us2i er rotte The neadligrt as lima el 7= 1 erbors of the crz+ on the loce o-

v~ srw s LEE 't topear wen ot 1 7 vevyr tely 337 feet Tistoat s o he traim 3= owanc
O e o e o1ty v oro¢co oot comurre ] The fae 1 0 ediately indtizter 10 r mmgeroy 03 e
T i L SRR B BT o PP O o fr2w vmespomo oy seb o Itea b

Ly specrof Ihe train v as arproxinately 42 1ales par four a2t the co hisior ocs

Lirtaer t1 2 rules of tne carr e- the section fore 2 = Tojulrod to soeciflod. v FSsiar a sec-
tion an o act 1s rear locrowt Mule tne v otorcar f@s occuly iy the o ain trac In *he »mstant case
the cection cre anfuled 1o do tis Ho ever, he saud 77t 012 of the secticn = re31 rlhy assimed
to the fcrce custorarily sat cn tne right rear corner of the deck of tre . otorcar v nen the v otorcar
vas moving forw rd on the nain trace and that the s>cticn~an usually ramtained a icoweout o the
the ro TV, octionren smid thiat enroute tro~ L1he Vae to tne pownt of accitent ne ra1sad te

rear curtqin on two occasions 1o watch for follewing move vents  The rules of the carrier croviae

thittlto o e s T ey et Yy Lo e o mell et e cooacie ozt b0

the movement of trmins and must opetate the car at all tir es prepared te findthe main track okbstructed
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or in use In usirg a hine-up for information a rotorcar operator 1s required to est.mate the soeeds of
the trains involved ana to ecalculate the approxirate time for these trains to mwove over pertions of
the rmlrocad  The line-up 4does not contain inferr ation regarding the consists of trains or the work
to be performed en route by tne crews of these trmins which would assist the rmotorcar operaior 1m
ra<ing more accurate calculaticns  In the instant case tl e section foreran said that he was using
the timetable schedule of Mo 951, a second-class freight train, to base his calculaticns regarding
the location of Tatra 4003 West The section foreman was aware that Extra 4003 West was aopproach-
ing the paint where the section force was performing work but ne did nat take action scon enocugh to
¢ enr the rair trac« by set ing the motorcar off at the rearest setoff

During the rast 10 years the Cormrigsion has mmvestigated 59 collisions, \nciuding tre present

case, 1n which track motorcars were 1nvolved These accidents resulted 10 the death of 92 persons
and the 1njury of 215 persans

Cause

This accident was crused by failure to take rejuired precautions in the operation of a track
rotarcar

Dated at Washington, D C , th:s twenty-second
day of September, 1938

By the Commissioner, Cormissioner Tuggle

(SEAL) HAROLD D McCOY,

Secretary
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