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SUMMARY 

§§§ 

D A T E 

R A I L R O A D 

L O C A T I O N 

K I N D O F A C C I D E N T 

E Q U I P M E N T I N V O L V E D 

T R A I N N U M B E R 

L O C O M O T I V E N U M B E R S 

C O N S I S T 

E S T I M A T E D S P E E D S 

O P E R A TICN 

TRACK 

L E A T H E R 

T I M E 

C A S U A L T I E S 

C A U S E 

March 6, 1958 

Canadian Pacif ic 

Lake View, Maine 

Rear end collision 

Track motorcar 

10 m p 

Freight train 

Extra 4003 West 

Diesel-electric units 4003, 
4408 

23 cars 

40'm p h 

Timetable, train orders, and ou+orrratic block—signal system 

Single, 5° curve, 0 13 percent descending grade westward 

Clear 

7 28 a m 

1 killed 

Failure to take required precautions'in the operation of a track 
motorcar 
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I N T E R S T A T E COMMERCE COMMISSION 

RtiPORT NO 3305 

IN T H E M A T T E R OF MAKING A C C I D E N T I N V E S T I G A T I O N R E P O R T S UNDER 
T H E A C C I D E N T R E P O R T S A C T OF MAY 6, 1910 

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY 

September 22, 195B 

Accident near Lake View, Maine, on March 6, 1958, caused by failure to take required pre­
cautions in the operation of a track motorcar 

R E P O R T OF THE COMMISSION 1 

TLGGLE, Commissioner 

On March 5, 1958, there was a coll is ion between a track motorcar and a freight train on the 
Canaaian Pacif ic Railway near Lake View, Maine, whicn resuitea in the death of one maintenance-
of-v ay errplayee 

Under authority of seel on 17 {?} ofthe In ters ta fe C omm erce Act the above-entitled proceeding 
was referred by the Commission to Commissioner Tuggle for consideration and disposition 
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L " E " A ' I ~ U T A U T N O N Z E A S R E E D S N ' R E ' A C I D I T Y C F P I E : O R I T O I A C C I D E N T A R E 4 5 1 L I E S P E R H O U R 
F O " A L L T R A I N S A N A 2 5 R I L E S O E R H O U R F O R T R A C T : R R O T C R C A R S 

Description of Accident 

O N T H E A A / O F T H E A C C I I E N R A S E C T I O N C R C E C O N A I S T I N ] O F A F O R E R A N A N D 5 S E C T I O N E N R E P O R T E D 
. C A U T Y A T L A L - E V I E W , 3 3 5 R I L E S . / E S T O F ; ' A ' T A V A R . E A G , A B O U T 7 0 0 A M T H I S S E C T I O N F O R C E D E ­
C A Y E D V E S T B O U R D O N A T R A C T - R O T O R C A R A B O ^ T 7 1 0 A R A F T E R P E R F O R N M G W O R K A T T / ' O L O C A T I O N S M N E -
D I A T E L Y E ^ T O F S I G N A L 9 7 3 H E ^ E C T I O R F C R C E P R O C E E D E D / E S T / A R D O N T H E T R A C T R O T O R C A R A N D W H I L E 

R J V I R " A T A N E S I ~ A T E D S C E E D O 1 1 " ~ J C ^ R E R N ^ U R T N E T R A C 1 " O T O R C A R " A S S T R U C T L V E ^ T R A 4 0 0 3 W E S T 

E X T R A 4 X 3 V E - T , A E ^ T L C U N ^ . F R S I G N T T R A I T ~ , C O N S S T ^ I O - I E E - E L E C T R I C A N I T ^ 4 0 0 3 A N D 4 4 0 8 , 
A C U ^ L E D I N - U L T I P L E - U N I T C O N T R O L , 2 3 C A R S , A N D A C A B O O = E T H I S T R A I N D E P A R T E D F R O ' I M A T T A W A M K E A G A T 
6 4 3 A R , R A A S E D H A R D Y P O N D , T H E L A S T O P E ^ O F F I C E , 2 7 8 R I L E S . V E S T O F M A T T A W A ^ ^ E A G , A T 7 1 8 A m , 
A N D . ^ H I L E R O / I ^ G A T A N E S T - I A T E C . ^ E E A O F 4 0 N I L E S P E R N O U R I T S T R U C K T H E T R A C K R O T O R C A R 

T R E T R A C T " R O T O R C A R * R A S J E R A I L E D A N D S T C P O E I U E L I A T C L Y R O R T L O F T H E R I A I N T R A C K A N D 2 2 1 
F E E T C ^ T O F T I E C O I N T O I A C C I A E N I T W A S D E S T R O / E i I , O R E C TR O E , U I I E N * O F E X T R A 4 0 0 3 « V A S D E -
R A I I E < O R L A A G E 1 T L E F R O N T E N I O F T H I ^ T R A I ^ S + O P P E A 1 , 7 6 1 F E E T S / E S T O F T H E P O I N T O F A C C I D E N T 

Location of Accident and Method of Operation 

T H I S A C C I D E N T O C C U R - E A 0 1 T N A T R A R T C T N E B R O V N V I L L E D I V I S I O N E X T E N D I N G B E T W E E N M A T T A ^ A N -
K E A G A N A 3 R O - . I " I L E J C K , ' A M E , 4 3 1 ^ L I E S , A S I N A L C - T R A C H L I N E O V E R L" M E N T R A I N S A R E O P E R A T E D B Y 
T - I R E T A B L E , T R A I N O R D E R S , I R D A N A U T O A T I C B L O C K - S . Q R A S Y S T E N T N E A C C I D E N T O C C U R R E D O N T H E T R A M 
T R A C K A T A P O I N T 3 5 5 R I L E S E S T O L F ' A T A A K E A Q A M 2 1 " U L E S \ , E S T O F T N E S T A T I O N AT L A < E V I E V , , 
M 3 N E P R 0 - H E E A S T TL E R E A R E , I N S U C C E S S I O N , A 3 ° C U R ' E T O T R I E N O T T 3 4 3 F E E T I N ' E V G T H , A T A N G E N T 
7 1 X F E E * , A 5 " C U - V E T O T H E L E F T 2 , 4 0 " F E E T , A T A N G E N T 5 A 5 R E E T , A 5 C U R V E T O T H E R I G H T 2 , 5 3 9 F E E T T C 
T I E P O M A iccicerr A N D 1 7 7 F E E * E S T A R A , A N A A T A N G E N T 1 , 7 1 7 F E E * T H E G R A D E I N T H E I ~ R E D I A T E 
" I C I N I T Y O L ' H E P E N T O F A C C I A E N * I S 0 1 3 P E R C E N T D E S C E N D I N G R E S T ' A R A 

A T R A C L T O T O R C A R S E T A " I L L O C A T E D A J O R O X I * A ' E ^ V 4 6 0 F E E T 1 E S T O F T H E P O I N T O F A C C I D E N T 

A U T O ~ A T I C S I G N A L 9 7 3 , G O V E R N I N G T H O R N Y C V E ~ E N T S , I S O C A T E D 1 , 6 2 0 F E E T E A S T O F T H E O O I N T 
O F A C C I . E N T 

T A I S C A R R I E R ' S R U L E = F O R T H E C C E R A T I O N O F L R A C L R O T O R C A R S R E A D I N D A R T A S F O L O / S 

5 8 T H E P E R S O N 1 1 C H A R G E O F A C A R N U S T O D ^ A - N I N F O R M A T I O N O N A L L P O S S I B L E O C C A S I O N S I N 
R E G A ' D T O T H E M O V E M E N T O I T R A I N S * * * A N D M U S T O P E R A T E T H E C A - A T A L L T I M E S P R E P A R E D T O T I N D 
H E T A I N T R A C I C O L S - U C T E A OR . N U S E 

^ 4 * * " I R A L L C A S E S , rs^? H E R O N S . ^ J I E . IT ^ D 1 < J C T H R O F 1 O R R O R E T R A D E C A S H A R P L O O K O U T 
R-UBT B E K E P * A T A L L ' •LRROS I N ^ O L H D I R E C T C I S FOR R A I R S , C A R S O R O T L E R O B S T R U C T I O N S L K ' H E N M O R E 

T H A N O N E M A N A C C O M P A N I E S • C A R , • N A N I U S ' B E S P E C I A L L Y A S S I G N E D T O A C T A S R E A R L O O K O U T 
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The "GJtier was e'ê  at tbe ti 9 of do ' ~i--nt, '•ici c?:urc, 1 7 2° a ' 
During tie per'ol orocedinr* 'ay or t'̂e accident *he â erags dan/ r overent in 

'he vicinity of the coint of accident was 1 b B Tains 
Tie track rotorcar was of the belt-drive t/rc, do ,erod by z 1-c/hnder, 5 to 8 norsecower 

engine It "weighed aDproxî ately 763 rounds and had a seating capacity xor six persons It was 
eqaicred with a windshield, cab fop, and a rear canvas curtain 

Discussion 

On the da> o L +re accident the section 'orce at La-ce Vie were scneduled to perfor" vcr1 

at Knigrit=-, 4 ~ 1 il" c t T | c \/ ̂  t̂ 7 ?0 ̂  o -g: r n yrr̂ i ohtd -3 i d ' ine-ur of 
train < :,er ents fro t g lniri h -a'ci O T reaî g m i ri 'oi.g '-s 

v-_st 
,1 3 r LJJ '0 -,j "i 

KeJ7 is s:n t - r<~ ic :f "̂ [d a :ij ~"i~eciion fcrer an redd 're me-ur to tne -~ c cers o: 
ll e soc+ioi 'or-„ ̂jfore t 3'depdrto- ro Ld e v'io Ticsecticn'orê  ansai that af'er tne second 
stoo/ds d e est of iîndl 973 re observe ! at t e td e 1 'as 7 26 30 a ~ sai. t̂a accorn.ng 
to h1^ c-̂'d1 d z s i+ a 'hen fi'e to cledr tne ~a<d trac1 fc Ex^ia 4jj^ V/est He l structed r-e 
cct±o e to tan the ' otorcar He sa d ("at he intenaezi fo set the ̂ otcrodr off at a se o[l located 
T-"-rd i dtol v 1,030 toot vestv̂ard As tne otorcar proceeded wests ard a' a speed o: arc"cxii~ateiy 
10 lies - 3r z d •̂cti-n'- d̂  ct cr/c-1 1 ra 4CC3 './est aroroncbrng dt a ̂  s+^de of ĵ pm-a-atê y 
2"0 eet He r e~hately call3"! z « drying Tne sec+ior foreman and the sectionTen alighted before 
the collis cn oĉ 1 rr̂  

As H\Td 4003 West was approaching the rcint ̂'ere tie acciddnt occurred tii3 zr 7inê  3d 
ir \ th-= rcit rro'o iin vêe i" tnd control co part dent or tho L rst ii-̂el-e cv̂~ic unit ~air^nnq 
a loo out dicad, iM the cô uctor and tne flagman "ere ±n tie cadoose "ne fireman, a gudl* ed 
encin̂ er, 'n. ôci iti'ij tic 1 Cu otivL T'ie b̂ akds rl 1 i Lr"*l*" nJ 1 3e es Gd an:: n̂ i funcfioned 
properly 1 den uss i en rodte Th9 deadlig't as hau e \ ~" is i er bcrs of the cr3 1 on the 'occ o-
tn r- - -r\ 1 1 tl 'n i tnrcdr ion .t i tcl\ 33"' feet distant ~s he trai1" d̂  ô mc 
o1 ti d • ir ( o l i i i r c Oii+ cc-urmJ "1 tic ;iro i 1 oJntelv î-tia*o -< i1 ' ̂ -aerc\ rrd e 
•\ 1 i iii -jT T , , i t t, , i r1 i < d o ~r ,n t ̂  r d̂3d kr it 
11 > srec i of li,c train . dr proxi datel> 40 l iiles pdr 1 dur \ ndd tne co h&ioi occ 

Liri_,er ti d tuIos of trie carr e~ the section ice j '~ ro luirca to soeci'icdi •/ nssiar a sec­
tion: a'i 'o act is rear lockout , hila mo r otorcar " as occiuvn̂  t̂e ' din trac In 'I13 'ns'ant cjsg 
tne section ere an failed j o io +nis Ho e/er, he saii 1 "\ Q 13 of t ne section 9 rci 1 ir!\ assigned 
to ttie force custôianly sat cn tne right rear corner of the ioch of tr e . otcrca: v nen the '1 otorcar 
/as noving for'v ird on the nam tracts and that the socticrr an usuallv ̂ aintaincH a lookout+c the 
t'ie rc " T1 ' . 3chionr cn said 'hit en route fro " ̂ ike V.o to tne coint of acci "lent de Tais3d t le 
r9ar curtain on \LVJO occasions to vatch for follcv;ing mo>.events Tne rules of the carrier rroviae 
th T M | o t or <- 1 - ] - • - , ' - -I -ri, ,,-t 1 11 L 1 f, r T ^- 11 c\\ , ̂oil lr rcod. id 1 1 -oidr̂  *c 
the movement of trains and must operate the car at all tir es prouared to find the man trdck obstructed 
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Cause 

This accident was mused by failure to take required precautions in the operation of a track 
motorcar 

Dated at Washington, D C , this twenty-second 
day of September, 1958 

By the Commissioner, Commissioner Tuggle 

(SEAL) HAROLD D McCOY, 

Secretary 

or in use In usirg a line-up for information a irotorcar operator is required to estimate the soeeds of 
the trains involved ana to calculate the approximate t ine Icr these trams to rrove over portions of 
the railroad The line-uo does not contain mfcrnation regarding the consists of trains or the work 
to be performed en route by tne crews of these trams whicti would assist the motorcar operator in 
r.a-ang more accurate calculations In the instant case tl e section foreran said that he .vas using 
the timetable schedule of No 951, a second-class freight train, to base his calculations regarding 
the location of Extra 4003 '//est The section foreman was aware that Extra 4G03 West was anproach-
mg ir'e point wrere the section force -vas performing work but ne did not take action scon enough tc 
c ear the ram tracK by set ing the motorcar off at ( he nearest setoff 

During the past 10 years the Commission has investigated 59 col l i s ions , including the present 
case, in which track motorcars .vere involved These accidents resulted m the death of 92 persons 
and the injury of 215 persons 
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