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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION
WASHINGTION

REPORT NO. &359
BURLINGTON-ROCK ISLAND RAILROAD COMPANY
IN RE ACCIDENT
AT TEAGUE, TEX,, ON

AUGUST 31, 1950
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Date:
Ralilroad:

Location:

Kind of accident:

Train involved:
Train number:

Engine number:

Consist:
Estimated speed:
Operation:
Track:

Weather:

Time:
Casualties:

Cause;

- 2 - Report No. 3359

SUMMARY

August 31, 1930
Burlington-Rock Island
Teague, Tex,
Derallment

Frelght

Extra 701 South

Diesel-electric units 701A, 701B,
701C and 701D

64 cars, caboése

35 m. p. h.-

Timetable and train orders
Slngle; 1° curve; level
Cloudy

4:40 a. m,

5 Injured

Train entering turnout at excessive
rate of speed



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REFORT NO., 3359

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

BURLINGTON-ROCK ISLANT RAILROAD COMPANY

Octaober 25, 1280

Accident at Tearue, Tex., on August 31, 1950, caused by
a train enterlng a turnout at an excessive rate of
speed.

1
REPORT OF THE CCMMISSION

PATTERSON, Commigsioner:

On August 31, 1950, there was a derallment of a
freight train on the Burlington-Rock Island Rallroad at
Teague, Tex., which resulted in the injury of four train-
service employees and one trespasser.

1

Under authority of section 17 (2} of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by the
Commission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and
disposition,
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Location of Accident and Method of Operation

This scciaent occurred on that part of the Joint
Texas Division extending between MKT Jct,, near Waxahachle,
and Tearue, Tex., 67.2 mnlies, a single-%track line, over
which trains are operated by timetatle and train corders.
Theres is no block system in use. Uithin yvard limits at
Tesarue five yard tracks parallel the main track on the =ast,
and from wegt to east are, consecutively, troacks Nos. 1 %o
8. At a point 4,018 feet{ nortr of the statlon at Tearue a
lead track diverzes from the main track snd connects with
the north eads of tracks Nos. 1 to &, inclusive. The north
switch of track No, 1 is located 131 fect soath of the north
lead=track switch, The north yard-1limit one-mile aien and
the north yrrd-limit slmn are locnted, rosnsctlively, 1,095
miles and 5,083 feet north of the north lead-track swisch.
The accident occurred ot the ncrth turn~nt of ftrack No, 1,
From the north on the main trackx thire is a tongent 3,71 miles
in lenoth and then a 1° curve to th» right 1,214 feect to the
north leaxd-track switch and 4C2 fect gouthward. The orade
1s practically level ot the voint ¢f acnident.

The str-uecture of the north turn~ut of track No. 1 consists
of a No, 7 ririd-tyve frog 12 feet lons, 7S-pouvnd ralls =nd
15-font switch raiis., The 1le2d ies 83 Teet £ Incheg in lcngth.
The curvature of th- turnont is 18°2Z7',

This carrier's oneratins rslcs rzad in »mart as follows:

CEFINTTICNS.

EXSTRICTED SPEED,--Proc~ed prepared to stop

short of train, engine, obstruction or switch
not preperly lined,

95.*%%

* % ¥

Within yard limits * * % cxtra traing * ¥* #
riust nmove at restricted speed.

* % ¥

107, * % %
* O W%

(6) ¥ ¥ %

3 4 %
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When the conductor or encineer fails to take
action to stop the train, and an emergency requlres, .
brakeman and flreman must toke lmmedlate action to
stop the train.

The maximum anthorlzed speed for all tralns is 10 mlles
per hour on turnouts,

Description of Accident

Eitra 701 South, a south-bound freight traln, consisted
of Diesel-clcetric unlte 7014, 701E, 701C.and 701D, coupled in
multiple-unit control, 64 cars and a ceboose, This traln
departed from Corsicana, the lagt open office, 38,6 miles north
of Tengue, at &:55 a, m., pnsscd the north yard-1imlit one-
mile sign and the north yard-limit sien of Teague yard, and,
while cntering the north turnout of yard track No, 1 At an
egtimated speed of 35 milcs per hour, the engine and the flrst
47 carg were deralled,

A separation occurred between the first and second
Diescl—-electric units, The first unlt stooned on its left
side, across the main track and tracks Nos. 1 and 2, and at
an aagle of 30 degrecs to them., The front end of this unit
wog 861 fect south of the north lead—-trrcx switch, The front
truck was torn from this unit, andé it stopr~d west of tre main
track and 75 feet north of the unit., The second unit stopred
with the frent end north of the first unit and on track No, 3,
This unit leaned to the west at an ancle of about 185 decrees.
The third unit remalned coupled to the second unit and stopped
upright, across tracks Nos. 3 and 4 and at an angle of ©0
degrees to them, The fourth unit remained coupled to the third
unit and stopped on track No, 4, This unit leaned to the east
&l an angle of about 15 degrecs. Tnhe derniled carsg stopped
In various positions on or along the trocks. All Diesel-
electric units were badly damaged. Thirty-seven cars were
demolished and ten other cars were badly damoged.

The conductor, the eacineer, the fireman and the front
brakeman were injured.

It wes cloudy at the tim= of the accident, which ‘
occurred obout 4:40 a., m,

Diegsel-electric unit 7014 1s equipped with 24-RL trake
equipment having a safety-control fecture. However, *he
safcty control feature is not used on Diesel~electric units
In freight service on this 1line.



Discussion

The rules of this carrier recguire that extra tralns
muct move at restricted speed within yard limits. When the
engineer or the conductor fails to take actlon to stop the
train, and an emergency arises as a result of such fallure,
brakemen and firemen 1must take lmmediate actlon to stop the
train,

Thie north lead-track switch and the north switch of yard
track No, 1 of Teague yord were lined for entry of Extra
701 South to track No. 1, It wos the practlice for these
switches to be so operated by a mcmber of 8 yard crew working
in Teague yard., The members of the crew of Extra 701 Soutn
expacted bto find the switches lined for movement of thelr
train into the yard,

As Extrs 701 3nuth was avoroaching Simsboro, 3.8 miles
north of Teacue, the spced was about 50 miles per hour, The
enzinecr, the fireman and the front bra<eman were maintainiag
a lookout ahead from their respective pesitlons 1n the
control compartment of tho first Diegel—electric unit., The
conductor and the flagman were in the cabnose., The brakes
of this train hed beqsn tested and had functioned properly
when used en route. The handlicht wos lighted brightly. In
the vlicinity of Simsboro, the fireman left ths control
comnmartment and entered the encine room to makes a routine
inspcction of the equipment, D2Roth the engineer and the firont
brakXeman observed the Teazue yard-limit one-mile sion when the
englne was a short distance north of it. The enginecer said
that after the enelne pogsed the yard-1limit one-mile sign he
made o 10-pound braie-pipe rednction. The brakemen said thnt
he cnlled the engineer's attention to the yard-1limit sign znd
that the enginerr ancswered him, Immediately after the engine
passed the yard-limit sion the brakeman discovered that the
ensincer had lost consciousncss. At that time the automntic
brake-valve handle was 1n lap position, the independent brake-
valve handle was in relense position, the translition lev-r w:s
in No, 3 position and the throttle lever was in No. 8 posltion.
The brakeman said he attempted to arouse the enginger, but
he did not take action to apply the brakes. The fireman
sald that when the engine was in the vieinity of the yard-
1imit sizn he observed that the speed of the train wes not
decreased at the usual rate, He returned immediately to
the control compartment but the accident occurred before
he could take any action to apply the brakes, The conductor
and the flagmen had access to the conductor's valve in the
caboose, The conductor said that, when the 10-pound brake-
pipe reduction was made, a run-in of slack occurred and he
was thrown to the floor of the caboose, and was unable to take
action to stop the train before the accident occurred. Both
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ths conductor and the flagman sald that the run-in of slack
dislodged a lamp in the caboose. The flogman sald thet

escoping o0il immediately became ionited, and e was engared .
in extinguishing the fire when the accident occurred. The
derailment occurred about 3 minutes after ths brake-ploe
reduction was made.

Each member of the crew of Extra 701 South knew thotT tney
were anproacining Trague yard, and they understood theot thelr
train was rszquired to be opereted ot restrict.d snced within
yard Limits, Thev also undercstood that they were recuired to
teke action to control tke speed of thelr train. if the englnecr
failed to do so. The englneer s2id he lost consclousness bafore
the eagine passad the yord-1limit sien 2nd did not rcmember any
of the events which tollowed, Tne front brokeman had access
to the autometic brake-velve in the control comnartmcnt of
the first Diescl—elecctric vnit and knew where the brake-
valve hondle was located., Fe was an experienced cmployee
and had made several trips between MKT Jet. a«nd Teooue on
Diesel~clectric units., The nccident occurrsd sabout 1-1/2
minutes after he discovered that *the enginnor had lost
consciousness,

Cause

It is found that this sccid:ont was cruced by » train
entering a turnout at an c<xcess've rate of spcead.

Doted at Washington, D. C., this twenty-fifth
dey of October, 1950,

By thz Commission, Commissioner Petterson,

( SEAL) W. P. BARTEL,

Secretary.



