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A c c i d e n t n t L o w e l l , I ^ s s M on Augus t 23 , 1955, caused 
by H broc^n t ^ n k - c r r u.ec1 : r f r^mc, °nd by the 
d i s l o d g e d c n r body ~nd n c o r t i o n o f the underfr^mc 
o b s t r u c t i n g n n ^ d j " c ~ n t u r i n t r~ck i n f r o n t o f i n 
e p p r o a c h i n g t r ^ l n . 

1 
REPORT OF THE COKKISSION 

CLARKE, Commiss ioner 

Cn August 25 , 1955, t h e r e ^res a c o l l i s i o n be tween a 
p a s s e n g e r t r e i n end ? p o r t i o n o f a t^nk c^r wh ich hrd b^cn 
d i s l o d g j d f rom - f r e i g h t t m i n on nn a d j a c e n t main t r e c k on 
the Bos ton ^nd L ^ i n o R a i l r o a d " t L o w e l l , M o s s . D e r a i l e d 
equipment o f the p a s s e n g e r t r e l n s t ruck o t h e r equipment o f 
the f r e i g h t t m i n and ° y r d l o c o m o t i v e on <nn n d j a c c n t 
t r ^ c k . T h i s a c c i d e n t r e s u l t e d i n tne I n j u r y o f 55 p a s s e n g c r s f 

7 r n i l v a y m ° i l c l c r & s , n nd 3 t r ~ l n - s r v i c e c m o l o y c a s . The 
O c c i d e n t I n v e s t i g a t e d i n c o n j u n c t i o n T - i t h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
o f t h e M a s s a c h u s e t t s Department o f P u b l i c U t i l i t i e s * 

1 
Under - u t h o r i t y o f S e c t i o n 17 ( 2 ) o f the I n t e r s t a t e Com­

merce A c t the n b o v e - r n t i t l e d p r o c e e d i n g v n s r e f e r r e d by the 
Commission to Commiss ioner C l ° r k e f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n and 
di spo s i t i o n 
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Loca t ion o f Acc iden t and Method of Operation 

This acc ident occurred on that p a r t of the Terminol 
and ITcw Hampshire D i v i s i o n s extending between Concord, 

'.'. H . , rind Boston, Mess . , 73.32 m i l e s . In the v i c i n i t y 
of the Po in t of ece iden t this i s r dcub lc - t r rck l i n e , 
over which t ra ins moving -with the current o f t r a f f i c pre 
opera t -d by t imj tnb l? . t r a i n o rde r s , ond rn rutom^tic 
b lock - s ignn l system. T , T l thln y^rd l i m i t s at L o w e l l , K r s s . , 
47,77 mi les south of Concord, the r a i l r o a d crosses the 
Concord R i v e r . The main tracks r r e l a i d on a eix-ar-ch 
br idge o f stone const ruct ion r e i n f o r c e d with conc re t e . 
The b r idge l g approximately 300 f c "t in l e n g t h . An 
a u x i l i a r y track dcslgnotad ns the northward s i d i n g , which 
p a r a l l e l s the main t racks on the css t in th i s v i c i n i t y , 
crosses the r i v e r on o p i l e t r e s t l e vh lch adjo ins the 
stone b r i d g e . The combined s t ructures ar^ designated ns 
Bridge 23,79, Immediately north o f th i s brldgQ tracks o f 
Yrrd A p a r a l l e l the main tracks on the west, and tracks o f 
Yard B p a r a l l e l the main tracks on the e r s t . A lend track 
connects the south ends o f the tracks of Yrrd A wi th the 
southward main track a t a switch ndj^cent to the north end 
of the b r i d g e . This switch I s t r e i l i n g - p o l n t f o r south­
bound movements. The accident occurred on the main tracks 
e t the south end of the b r idge , 1,76 mi les south of the 
s t a t i on at L o w e l l . From the north on the main t racks there 
a re , in succession, a tangent 2,414 f e e t In l e n g t h , a l ° 5 0 t 

curve to the l e f t 881 f e e t , ^nd a t rngent 322 f e o t to the 
po in t o f accident and 320 f ^ c t southward. From the south 
there a re , in succassion, e tangent 1.33 mi les in l eng th , 
a 1°34' curve to the l e f t 2,809 f c ^ t , and the t rngent on 
which the accident occurred . The grade i s 0.20 percen t 
ascending southward at the po in t of acc iden t . 

Seml-automrtic s igna l L150, governing north-bound move­
ments on the northward main tr~ck~ I s loca ted 2,215 f e e t 
south o f the p o i n t o f acc iden t . 

This c a r r i e r ' s ope ra t ing ru l e s r c n d in pa r t P S f o l l o w s : 

102. TJhen a t r a in I s d isabled o r stopped suddenly 
by an emergency a p p l i c a t i o n of the a i r brakes, or o ther 
cruses, adjacent t racks * * * must a t once be p ro t ec t ed 
u n t i l i t i s ascer ta ined they ".re s ° f c ^nd c l e ^ r f o r 
the movement of t r a i n s , 

FOREMEN CAR INSPECTORS 

976. * * * They must see that r epa i r s ^re p rope r ly 
made ~nd that a l l cars arc sent to the shop thai; a r e 
not i n safe cond i t ion f o r s e r v i c e . 
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" o ca r must be al lowed to run u n l e s s I t I s In s a f e 
and p r o p e r c o n d i t i o n . 

The maxinum a u t h o r i s e d speeds e r e 70 n i l e s n c r hour 
f o r p a s s e n g e r t r a i n s and 4c n l l e s p e r hour f o r f r e i g h t 
t r a i n s „ 

D e s c r i p t i o n o f A c c i d e n t 

Hlxtra 4209 South, a south-bound f r e i g h t t r a i n , con­
s i s t e d o f D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c u n i t s 4209A and~42Q9B, coupled 
i n m u l t i p l e - u n i t c o n t r o l , 76 c a r s , and a c a b o o s e . T h i s 
t r a i n d e p a r t e d f r o n L a n c h c s t e r , T. K . , 30 ,13 m i l e s n o r t h 
o f L o w e l l , a t 9 22 TO. m. and s topped w i t h i n yard l i m i t s 
a t L o T r e l l abou t 1 0 ' 2 3 p . m, i d t h the f r o n t end o f the t r a i n 
south o f B r i e v e 2 3 . 7 9 / A f t e r 23 c a r s had b - c n s e t o f f I n 
Yard A and 22 ca r s had b^e-n added to tho t r a i n , t he s i x t y -
f i r s t ca r ^as s e t o f f and couple-d to th^ c a r s p r e v i o u s l y 
s e t o f f i n Yard A T When the f o r w a r d p o r t i o n c f t h e t r a i n 
s t a r t e d to move southward frorc Yard A the undc r f r e r i e o f a 
tank c a r , the f o r t i e t h c a r In the t r a i n , b r o k e , end the 
tank s h e l l and r e a r p o r t i o n o f t h e underframe v e r e d i s ­
l o d g e d and o b s t r u c t e d the nor thward main t r a c k . S e v e r a l 
minutes l a t ~ r tne tank s h e l l T P S s t r u c k by " T o . 325 . 

/ a . 325, a nor th-bound f i r s t — c l a s s p s s s e n d e r t r a i n , 
c o n s i s t e d o f D i e s c l - e l c c t r l c u n i t s 4228A and 422B3, 
coup led i n m u l t i p l e - u n i t c o n t r o l , one bagga^e-^ma 11 ca r , 
one e x p r e s s c a r , one m a l l e r r , one begtrafc c a r , t^o c o a c h e s , 
one s l e e p i n g ca r , one b u f f e t - s l c e p l n e c a r , end f o u r s l e e p ­
i n g c a r s , In the o r d e r named. The f o u r t h car T ras o f s t e e l -
u i d e r f r a m e c o n s t r u c t i o n , ajid the o t h e r c a r s T ' c r ^ o f a l l -
s t e e l c o n s t r u c t i o n . T h i s t r ^ l n pa s sed T , T lnch ~ s t e r , 15 ,97 
m i l e s sou th o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t and the l a s t open 
o f i l c o , a t 10*29 p . m. , 2 minutes l a t e , passed s i g n a l L150 , 
i T h l c h i n d i c a t e d P r o c e e d , and " h l l c mo vine: a t a speed o f 
about 60 m i l e s r>^r h^ur I t s t r u c k the d i s l o d g e d p o r t i o n o f 
the f o r t i e t h car o f E x t r a 42Q9 South and ^as d e r a i l , d. 
D e r a i l e d eoulpm nt o f t h i s t r a i n then s t ruck c a r s o f Ext ra 
42C9 South on the a d j a c e n t main t r a c k and a ya rd l o c o m o t i v e 
s t a n d i n g on the nor thward s i d i n g , 

Di c s c l - e l e c t r i c u n i t 1123, a s s i g n e d to va rd s e r v i c e a t 
LoTrell, uas p e r f o r m i n g s n i t c h i n g s e r v i c e i n Yard E. T h i s 
l o c o m o t i v e *Tas s t a n d i n g on the nor thward s i d i n g a s h o r t 
d i s t a n c e n o r t h o f B r i d g e 23 ,79 ^hen the d e r a i l m e n t o c c u r r e d 
and TT? s s t r u c k by d e r a i l e d equipment c f . v o . 325, 
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The locomotive, the first nine cars, and the front 
truck of the tenth car of No. 325 were derailed. Separa­
tions occurred between the locomotive and the first car 
and at each end of the fourth, fifth, and sixth cars. None 
of the derailed eauipment overturned. The locomotive 
stopped approximately In line ^ith the track. The front 
end was approximately 800 feet north of the point of 
collision. The first three cars Btopped between the north­
ward main track and the siding. The front end of the first 
car was 105 feet south of the rear end of the locomotive. 
The fourth car struck the yard locomotive. It stopped 
across the northward main track and the siding at a point 
350 feet north of the point of collision. The fifth car 
stopped at right angles to the tracks immediately north 
of the bridge. The sixth ear was deflected westward and 
stopped at an angle of about 45 degrees to the tracks. The 
front end was projecting from the bridge and resting on 
derailed freight equipment aporoxlmately 60 feet west of 
the tracks end 300 feet north of the point of collision. 
The other derailed cars stopped In line with the northward 
main track. The front end of the first Diesel-electric 
unit was badly damaged, and the second unit was somewhat 
damaged. The fourth car was destroyed, the fifth car was 
badly damaged, and the other derailed cars were somewhat 
damaged. The forty-first to the forty-fourth cars, inclusive, 
the front truck of the forty-fifth car, and the forty-sixth 
to the forty-ninth cars, Inclusive, of Extra 4209 South were 
derailed and stopped in various positions on or near the 
tracks. The fortieth, forty-first, and forty-sixth to forty-
eighth cars, inclusive, were destroyed. The other derailed 
cars were somewhat dameg-d* The front truck of yard locomotive 
1123 was derailed. The front end was considerably damaged. 

The engineer, the fireman, the conductor, the baggageman, 
and one brakeman of To. 325, and the engineer, the fireman, 
and a yard brakeman of yard locomotive 1123 were injured. 

It was raining at the time of the accident, which 
occurred about 10:46 p. m. 

At the time of the accident the fortieth car of Extra 
4209 South was T.f,r.0.X. 1430, an all-stocl tank car built In 
March 1924 end owned by the Tide Vater Associated Cll Company, 
New York, l\ Y. The nominal capacity was 10,000 gallons, and 
the light weight was 44,800 pounds. The tank was approxi­
mately 30 feet 9 Inches long, and the center sills were 32 
feet 3 /4 inch in length. The center sills were 13-lnch 
steal channels with 4-3/16-lnch flanges and 3/4-lnch webs. 
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The tank ^os s ecured to the c e n t e r s i l l s by a r i v e t e d 
tank anchor 5 f e e t 6 i n c h e s l o n g and by tank bands o v e r 
the t o p o f the tank n e a r the c e n t e r and a t each end above 
the body b o l s t e r s . The d i s t a n c e be tween t ruck c e n t e r s o f 
the car w s 22 t?it 6 I n c h e s . A t the t ime o f the r e c i d e n t 
the car was empty. 

P i s c u s s l o n 

A f t e r Ext ra 4209 South e t o o c c d - t s L o v e l l t he e i g h t e e n t h 
to the f o r t i e t h c a r s , i n c l u s i v e , T T c r - s e t o f f In Yard A , m& 
22 c a r s wh ich had boon assembled on a t r ack in t h i s yard were 
added to th* t r a i n beh ind the f i r s t 17 c a r s . The t r ^ i n was 
then noved southward, and the s i x t y - f i r s t c- nr, wh ich had 
d e v e l o p e d an o v e r h ^ t e d j o u r n a l , was s e t o f f rnd coup led to 
the c a r s p r e v i o u s l y p l e c o d i n Y a r d A . I t w * s then n e c e s s a r y 
to c l o s e the s l a c k i n o r d e r to d e t a c h the d ~ f c c t i v . ca r f rom 
the f o r w a r d p o r t i o n o f t he t r a i n . The e n r l n e e r s^ id tha t 
when a southward movement was s t a r t e d a f t e r t h i s c^r was s e t 
o f f the brake-^pipe p r e s s u r e became d e o l e t e d a l m o s t i m m e d i a t e l y 
a f t e r t he l o c o m o t i v e began to move. He sa id t h a t Vo, 325 hrd 
pa s sed h i s l o c o m o t i v e when t h i s o c c u r r e d . Vhen the s o u t h ­
ward movement w s s t a r t e d the conduc to r was In the v i c l n i t 5 r 

o f the l e a d - t r a c k s w i t c h . He s a i d t h a t c a r s i n the f o r w a r d 
p o r t i o n o f the cut moved southward a s h o r t d i s t a n c e but 
c a r s i n the r e a r p o r t i o n remained s t a t i o n a r y . He thought 
t h a t a, c o u p l e r k n u c k l e had b roken . Ke p r o c e e d e d to the 
p o i n t where the s e p a r a t i o n had o c c u r r e d and then saw tha t 
the tank s h e l l o f t he f o r t i e t h car had f a l l e n be tween the 
main t r a c k s and t h a t the t r ucks o f the car had remained on 
the r a i l s . He s a i d t ha t a t t h i s t ime : T o . £25 ^ r s c l o s e l y 
a p p r o a c h i n g , *nd i t s t r u c k the t^nk s h e l l b e f o r e p r o t e c t i o n 
cou ld be p r o v i d e d . The members of the c rew s a i d t ha t t h e r e 
had been no s e v e r e impac t s when c ° r s were c o u p l e d d u r i n g 
s w i t c h i n g o p e r a t i o n s i n the v i c i n i t y o f Y a r d A, and, w i t h 
the e x c e p t i o n o f the o v e r h e a t e d J o u r n n l l they v e r ° una"are 
of any d e f e c t i v e c o n d i t i o n o f the equipment u n t i l the 
s e p a r a t i o n o c c u r r e d i n the f o r w a r d p o r t i o n o f t h e t r a i n . 

As N o . 325 was a p p r o a c h i n g the p o i n t where the a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d the speed was "bout 62 m i l e s p e r hour , as i n d i c a t e d 
by the t a p e o f the s p e e d - r e c o r d i n g d e v i c e . The enginemen 
were m a i n t a i n i n g a. l o o k o u t ahead from t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e 
p o s i t i o n s i n the c o n t r o l compartment a t t h e f r o n t o f t h e 
l o c o m o t i v e , and the members o f the t r a i n c rew w e r e I n 
v a r i o u s l o c a t i o n s i n the ca r s of the t r a i n , Trie b r akes 
of t h i s t r a i n had been t e s t e d and had f u n c t i o n e d p r o p e r l y 
when used en r o u t e . The h e a d l i g h t was dimmed because of 
the l o c o m o t i v e on the a d j a c e n t main t r n c k . The e n g i n e e r 
s a i d he thought the l o c o m o t i v e o f ^ x t r a 4209 South was 
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s topped Then he p n s s a d . He s a i d t h a t Then h i s l o c o m o t i v e 
Tras a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1,100 f e e t south o f B r i d g e 23 .79 ho 
i n i t i a t e d a s e r v i c e a p p l i c a t i o n of t h e b rakes to r e d u c e 
the speed m c o m p l i a n c e w i t h -1 speed r e s t r i c t i o n n o r t h o f 
the b r i d g e . He s a i d t h a t soon a f t e r w e i d he saw a l o w , 
b l a c k o b j e c t on the t rac i t a p p r o x i m a t e l y 90 f e e t In f r o n t 
o f the l o c o m o t i v e . He I m m e d i a t e l y moved the b r~ke v a l v e 
to emergency p o s i t i o n . The c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d b e f o r e the 
speed o f the t r a i n had been m a t e r i a l l y r e d u c e d . The f i r e m a n 
s a i d t h a t he saw the o b j e c t on the t r a c k about the same 
t ime the e n g i n e e r made the emergency a p p l i c a t i o n o f the 
b r a k e s . 

Examina t ion o f t h e t r a c k i n the v l c m i t v o f the p o i n t 
o f a c c i d e n t d i s c l o s e d no c o n d i t i o n which cou ld have caused 
o r c o n t r i b u t e d to the cause o f the a c c i d e n t . 

Examina t ion o f the equipment o f Extra 4209 South 
a f t e r the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d d i s c l o s e d t h a t t h e under f rame 
o f t he f o r t i e t h ca r , T . T I T.C X . 1430, had broken and tha t the 
tank s h e l l and a p o r t i o n o f the underframe to wh ich i t w-s 
a t t a c h e d had been d i s l o d g e d . Both ends o f the tank s h e l l 
had bean r i p p e d open , and n l l e x c e p t one o f the tank bands 
h^d been broken n nd d i s p l a c e d . The r e a r p o r t i o n o f the 
underf rame Tras ben t b o t h l a t e r a l l y and v e r t i c a l l y , a p p a r e n t l y 
as - r e s u l t o f the c o l l i s i o n and c o n t a c t w i t h e t h e r e q u i p ­
ment The c e n t e r s i l l s a t the B r o r sou th -^ rd , end o f the 
o^r T-vrc buck led and had broken be tween the body b o l s t e r 
and the c e n t e r tank s u m o r t . The b reaks in the c e n t e r s i l l s 
and tank bands * Tcrc a l l new. The f o r w a r d p o r t i o n o f the 
und e r f rame remained c o u p l e d to the t h i r t y - n i n t h ca r , and the 
f r o n t t ruck ' ^ s no t d e r a i l e d . The c o t m l t r head ^ r s s p l i t 
and the s t r i k i n g c a s t i n g w s d r i v e n i n t o t h e end s i l l a t the 
3 end o f the unde r f r ame . Examina t ion o f t n e t h i r t y - n i n t h ca r , 
A . R . L . X . 1780, ^n ^ l l - s t c c l r e f r i g e r a t o r c^r , wh ich T T r i s the 
r e a r car o f the cut o f 22 c - r s added to the t r a m a t L o w e l l , 
d i s c l o s e d tha t t h e s t r i k i n g c a s t i n g a t the A , o r n o r t h v n r d , 
end o f t h i s car wrs b r o k e n , one c e n t e r s i l l I T S ben t , n n d t h e 
uncoupl ing 1-^ver, the s i l l s t ep on the r i g h t s i d e , and one 
end handhold a t t h i s end o f the c~r T o r e ben t These d e f e c t s 
vfere a l l new and a p p a r e n t l y r e s u l t e d from i m p r o p e r h a n d l i n g , 
out the t ime a t which t h i s improper h a n d l i n g o c c u r r e d cou ld 
no t be d e t e r m i n e d . 

The g e n e r a l m e c h a n i c a l s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s a id t h a t i n 
n i s o p i n i o n the underf rame o f T . " \ C . X . 1430 was b e n t by an 
^irpact r e c e i v e d d u r i n g the t ime c a r s were b e i n g s e t o f f 
and added to the t r a i n a t t he p o i n t a t wh ich the a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d , and when the f o r w a r d p o r t i o n o f the t r a m was 
moved southward a f t e r the s i x t y - f i r s t car had been se t o f f 
che p u l l s t r a i g h t e n e d and b r o k e the under f rame . I t W P S 
h i s o p i n i o n tha t t h i s a l l o w e d the f r o n t end o f t h e tank to 
r o l l o f f the f r o n t t r u c k and t h e r e a r end o f t h e tank and 
the r e a r p o r t i o n o f the underframe to t i p o f f the r e a r t r u c k . 
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The i n v e s t i g a t i o n d i s c l o s e d t h a t T . r ^ , 0 4 X . 1430, l o a d e d 
•with D i e s e l f u e l o i l , was shopped a t Yard 8 Shop i n the 
Boston t e r m i n a l a r e? on August 8, 1955, because o f ben t 
c e n t e r s i l l s and broken s l o e r u n n i n g boards w h i c h had been 
d i s c o v e r e d d u r i n g s w i t c h i n g o p e r a t i o n s i n t h e a d j a c e n t hump 
y a r d . The runn ing boards were r e p a i r e d , and, because the 
c e n t e r s i l l s could n o t be r e p a i r e d w h i l e the car was under 
l o a d , i n s t r u c t i o n s v e r c i s sued t h a t the car was to be unloaded 
and r e t u r n e d f o r r e p a i r s Cn Augus t 13 the car wg s moved, 
w i t h o u t bad ore 1 c a r d s , to the C h a r l e s t o n , M a s s . , e n g i n e 
house , where i t wp-s u n l o a d e d . I t was then moved, w i t h 
o t h e r empty tank c-nrs, f r o i i the e n g i n e t e r m i n a l to a 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n t r a c k i n Yard 8 and was d i s p a t c h e d i n a 
f r e i g h t t r a i n to a p l a n t o f the owner a t R e v e r e , M a s s . , 
6 ,23 m i l e s c a s t o f Eos t o n . A t t h i s p o i n t a b roken t r a i n 
l i n e T r as r e p a i r e d , and the car "as l o a d e d and r e t u r n e d to 
Boston on August 1 7 . On the same day i t was humped in Ya rd 
9 , then moved to Ya rd 8 and assembled I n an outbound f r e i g h t 
t r a i n . I t was then found to have a b roken t r a i n l i n e . A t 
t h i s t ime bad o r d e r c a rd s were a p p l i e d which l i s t e d the 
b e n t s i l l s a t t he B end, and the car was p l a c e d a t Yard 8 
Shop on Augus t 1 8 . On .august 20 the g e n e r a l car foreman 
agctin r e q u e s t e d t h a t the car be unloaded and r e t u r n e d f o r 
r e p a i r s . The ca r was removed f rom Y a r d 8 Shop on the same 
d a y , but i n s t e a d o f b e i n g p l a c e d f o r u n l o a d i n g i t was 
assembled m a nor th -bound f r e i g h t t r a i n on the morning o f 
August 2 2 . Members o f the shop f o r c e were c e r t a i n tha t bad 
o r d e r c a rd s were on the car when i t was removed f rom the 
shop t r a c k , but i n s p e c t o r s who i n s p e c t e d the t r a i n i n which 
i t was a s sembled p r i o r to d e p a r t u r e s a i d t ha t t h e r e were no 
bad o r d e r ca rds on the ca r a t t he t ime o f t n e i r I n s p e c t i o n . 
The t ime a t which the bad o r d e r ca rds were removed was not 
d e t e r m i n e d . The ca r a r r i v e d I n V e s t b o r o , F, H. , 142.55 
m i l e s n o r t h o f Bos ton , on the same day and was a n l o a d e d . On 
the day o f the a c c i d e n t I t T P B assembled i n the, t r a i n o f 
E x t r a 4209 South, nnd d e p a r t e d f rom Whi te R i v e r J e t . , V t . , 
119 .13 m i l e s n o r t h o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t a t 5 46 p . m. 
The t r a i n s i n which t h i s car moved on August 15 , 22, and 23 
were i n s p e c t e d by members o f the mechan i ca l f o r c e o f t h e 
c a r r i e r p r i o r to d e p a r t u r e from the I n i t i a l t e r m i n a l s , and 
these employees took no e x c e p t i o n to the c o n d i t i o n o f t h e 
c a r . 

A f t e r the c e n t e r s i l l s were f i r s t ben t t h e i r r e s i s t a n c e 
to b u f f i n g s t r e s s e s was no doubt weakened, and subsequent 
b u f f i n g and p u l l i n g shocks I n c i d e n t a l to s w i t c h i n g and 
t r a i n movements would s u b j e c t them to f l e x i n g a c t i o n a t t he 
bends . A p p a r e n t l y t hey w e r e weakened by t h i s a c t i o n to t h e 
e x t e n t tha t they f a i l e d d u r i n g s w i t c h i n g o p e r a t i o n s i n the 
v i c i n i t y o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t ^ 
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Cause 

T h i s a c c i d e n t ^as caused by a broken t a n k - c a r undsrfram 
and by the d i s l o d g e d car body and p o r t i o n o f underframc 
o b s t r u c t i n g an a d j a c e n t main t ra a t I n f r o n t o f an a p p r o a c h i n 
t r a i n . 

Recommendr t i o n 

I t i s recommended t h a t the " e s t o n ^nd T a i n e H n i l r o i d 
t ake measures to I n s u r e t h a t a car removed f rom s e r v i c e 
because o f a s a f e t y d e f e c t i s nut i n "oroper c o n d i t i o n b e f o r e 
b e i n g r e t u r n e d to s e r v i c e . 

Dated a t w^sh in^ ton , D. C , , t h i s t T - ? n t y - c i ~ h t h 
day o f O c t o b e r , 1955, 

By the Commission, CoTmls s Ionc r C l a r k e , 

( SEAL) HAHOLD D- KcCOY, 

S e c r e t a r y . 


