INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION
WASHINGTIONM

REPORT NO. &450

THE BALTIMORE AND OHIO RATLROAD COMPATY
THE NEW YORK CENTRAL RATLROAD COMPANY
IN BE ACCIDENT
AT WALKERTON, IND., ON

FEBRUARY 7, 1952




Date:

Ratlronda:
Location:

Kind of accident:
Equipment involved:

Train number!
Engine number:
Consist:
Estinated speeds:
Operatlion:

Tracko:

Weather:
Tinmes
Casualties:

Causc:

Recomncndation:

-2 - Report No, 3450

SUHMARY

— v
February 7, 1952
Baltimore and Oklo s Yew York Central
Yalkerton, Ind,
Side collision

Track motor-car Frelght troin

1143 and two
trallers
: Extra 2600 Vest
1 2300
¢t 65 cars, caboose
4 m, n. h, : 39 n., p, .
Interlockline

Double; tanrent; Bingle; tunagent;
level 0.29 pcircent
asce.ding
Jrade weustward

Clear
1:55 p, m,
2 killed; 2 injured

Failure of the Baltlmore and OLlo

Rallroad Company to provide adequate
protection for nmovement of track

mo tor-cars .

That the Baltimore and Ohle Rallroad
Company provide adcquate protectlon
for movemuat of track notor-cars on
1ts 1ling




INTERSTATE CONMI{ERCE COMMISSION

REPORT RNO. 3450

IN THE MATTER OF MAXING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REFPCRTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910,

THE BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAILROAD COMPANY

AlD
THE NEW YORK CENTRAL RAILRCAD COMPANY

March 26, 1052

————— e et

Accldent at Walkerton, Ind,, on February 7, 1952, causcd
by failure of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Commany
to provide adequate protection for the movement of
a track motor-car.

1
’ REFPORT OF THE COMMISSION

PATTERSON, Commissioner:

Cn February 7, 1982, therc was a side collislon
between a track motorecar and trallers on the 3altimore
and Ohlo Rallroad and a freight train on the New Yourlz
Central Railroad at Walkerton, Ind,, which resulted in
the death of two malntenance—of-vay employees and the
injury of two meintenance-of-way employees,

T -
Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Intersatasc Couw
mercc Act the above-entltled proceceding was rercrrcd by the

Comaission to Commissioner Patterson for congideration and
dlsposition.
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Tocatign of Accidont and wviotiod of Operation

This acclicdent occurred nt the Interscction of the
Baltimore and Ohlio Rallroad, hereinaftey referred to an the
B.& 0., and the New York Centrpl Rollroad, hewveinafter
referred to as the N.Y,C, An interlcexings statlon at t:e
croscing 1s desionated ag Walkerton by each cerrier. The
crocoling 1s located on that part of the Chlcueco Divisinz
of tue bBe& 0, extending between Garrett and Pine Jct., ind.,
121 miles, and on that poart of the Western Division of tlie
N.Y.C, extendine between South 3end, Iud,, and Kanxixee, Ill.,
101.42 miles. Walkerton is 71,1 mileos west of Garrett and
19,64 milers west of Southh Bend., The tracks cross at =n oo le
of 55°58', 1In the vicinity of the nolnt of cccident tie
Bs& O, is n doutle~tineck 1line, over which tralns mevia: -ith
the current of traffic are operatcd by slonel iadicotlic bs.
From the eus®t thure is a tunrent 322 feet to thic clresa’ag ond
4,94 miles vestward., The crede Tor west-bound trrine is
practicolly level. The wistward and eorstward main tracks ove
desirmated, respectlvely, as tracr No. 1 ond track o, 2.

A s8iding 18 located south of the ..stw.rd anin track and
extends a conslderatle distrnce In ¢ither dlrection from the
crossing. West of thw crcsnlng thrse yord trncks, desi-anted
as YMosg, 1, © and 3, parallel th~ sidine on the south.

The enst end of yard treet llo. 2 coansets with yavd
No. 1 at a switch locnted 702 fect west of tlie crossiang

~e
The east end of yard track No. 1 coniscts with the elding
at o gwltch located B5YE feet west of the crossing, Oreosaoer
15, 169,5 feet in length, connects tihe olding with ore
gastwrrd main track, The east crossover gwitch is locted
in tre eastwird maln troci 3338 feet west o the crooeriug

L]
Facing=noint crossover 32, 284 feet in lenyth, connaetu the
two malin tracks, The enst switch ls locuted 10 the weatwinC
main track 28,5 feet west of the crossins, Enatward from
Wallterton the N,Y.C. is a sinrle~trock line, nvee wizich
tralng are operatcd by timetable, troin or~ders nad . muaunle
block eyvstem, In the vicinity of the point of accident thi
line extends from northeust to southwest; timctahle dircetlons
ere east and west and are uced in this report., From tha oist
therc i1s a tangent 1,580 Toet to the crossing and 1,031 feet
westward., The rgrade for west=bound trrins is 0,0 nerccat
degeending a conclderable distance, ond then 0.£9 perccat
ageending 520 feet to trhe crosgsin~ and 1,380 Tect wsistwurd,
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linveacnts over the crossing are governed by interlocklng
sizncls., Westward -prroach signel and interlocking slzacl o2
wre locatoed, resp-ctively, 3,201 feet ond 6867 Teet Lasst
of the crossing., The interlocking machlne is on the thlrd
floor of & three-story brick tcowey, located ia the nortlieass:
anzle ol the intersection. This bullding 1s 50 feet long
and 15 feet wide, and the west end 1s located 70 feet cacst
of the crcasing and 17.5 feet north of tre center-line of
the westwird meln track of the B.& 0. A statlon, used by
both carriers, is locaoted south of the 2,& 0. tracks and 1in
the coutheast anple oI the crossing,

Orersating rulcs cof the K.Y.C., read in part as follows:

14, Encine Whiantle Bional:n.

n.n

Note.—=~-The si~nols preseribed are illustrat.d by "o

fer short sounds; "__" for longcr gounds, ¥ #* #

Sound. Indication.

\ . .
(1) (1) Appronching puhlic
crossings at grade.
w %

{3) Approaching Interlocrlngs,
oE ¥ wpore ¥ ¥ ¥ yiey
ias obscured by weather
or other conditiong,
P ¥

Inatrustions soverning the VMaintenance-of-Way Departrent
of the D O, raod in nart as-follows:

RULES FOR THE CPERATION OF TRACK CARS.

91. (2) A Tracx Car Operator nust pass the required
exarnination on the operating rules and phvsical charactoere
l1stics of the territory on whichh he onerates a track car
and mwust have a Track Car Permit which will be displayed
on demand,

W
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95. Track Cnr Operaters must secure Form 10G8-D from
Telesranh Cperetor for the movement of all track cors on all
truocks controlled by the Traln Dispaterer, The Train
Dispatcher must be informed of the track car number, direction,
roinis bcoveen which the track car 1s to move, and the length
of time required to makec the movement, * ¥ #

Troin Dispatcher willl zive Telegraph Operator complote
linewun of movement of all trains * ® ¥ pumber of line-up,
tracl to which line-uvp applles and time 1t expires, and will
record this infermatlon in book provided for that purnoce
The Telesraph Operator will write the information as 1t is
tronerltted and repeat 1t to Traln Dispatcher, ¥ # %  The
Track Car Onerator must read aloud to all persons on the track
car the information received % % #

* % U

114, Track cars must not be puslied ohead of motor cars,

115, (a) ¥hen crossing over turnouts, interlockinz plants,
railload crossings, * * ¥ the power must be sdwut off, The car
st be under control of the operator and run at a speed not

eXﬂeeulhc Iive (5) miles per hour.

L R ()

The maximum autlorlized speeds were 40 miles per hour for
the freight traln znd 5 miles per hour for the track motore
car,

Description of Accident

P.,& C, tracx motor-car 1143 in backvard motloa and
usiingz “*o trallers, occuploed by an assistant track foreman
and five malntenance-of=wvay employces, procceded west-bound
about 1:54 p, m., on thre weetward B.& 0., main track fron a
point about 130 fecet east of the crossing., While moving at
a spced of about 4 miles per heur over the N.Y,C. crogsing
the track motore-car was struck ty N,Y,C. Extra 2800 West.

xtre 2800 West, a west-bound N.Y,C, freight train,
conslsted of englne 3800 €5 cars and a caboose. This traln
passed North Liberty, 6 .07 miles east of Walkerton and the
last onmen office, at l.4u p. m., passed 1gna1 82, which
indicated Proceed and while moving at a sneed of '39 miles
per hour it struuk traca motor—car 1143,
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T clac& no tor=car vas d
stonped betwren the two maln ¢
about 20 fe et west of the cros
2,580 feet west of the croasin

- <4850

emolisghed, and the vreckare
racks of the B,& C. at a rolnt
sing. Engine 2800 stonped

g,

T-'0 maintenance~of-way cmployees were killed, An

sglstant tracz foreman and on
vere ilanjured,

The weather was clear at

e maincenance~of-way employec

the time of the accld:ntg,

which occurred about 1:55 p. m.

Track motor~car 1143 was
was equinped with 4-+wheesl brak
8-13 horsepower gasolinec motor
had seating capacity for 8 per

of the 4-wheel belt-drive typc,
es, and was powercd bty an

. It welghed 1,045 pounds,
sone, ”nd V.8 oroviﬁu“ rith

safety rnlls at eac end, The trallcocr cre of the dewhcoel
type, vithout broke and wclghed about 700 pounds ench,

The track motor-c ar ~nd traile
mo tor=car counlers, The over-
car and trallers coupled was
motor—car and trailei's were in
of trac': circuits.

Discu

rs were coupled with standard
211 length of the track motor-

2% feet 3 inches., The track

suluted to prevent snunting

gelon

Ca ¢he day of the oacciden
foree anc the regularly assifn
vere engaged in transporting ¢
treck 2 to the atation at Val
tover, o distance ol about 1,6
two trailers rver> telng used f
the stotion were mude over yar
therice to the strtion, Movearc
rrere made over yard track 3 to

t, an extra maintenance-oi'=way
ed section force at "olkorton
oal from a frelght car or yonrd

zerton and to tae interloaczing

4C fTeet, A twnck motor-car and

or this purposc. Novements o

d trocx 3 to the slding and

nts to the intor70011nf torrr
the siding, through

crosesover 18 to the eastward main track, throuvgh crossover

32 to the westward Aain track

tower. Imnmedlately west of th
tower the NL,V.C. traci crosses
the s2ding,

About 8 a, m. the section
teleniione with the niewatow at,
operasor to provide protection
slgnals in stop position for tr
while nccunying the B,& 0. mai
the scection foremnen thnt if cr
for movement of the trsck moto

and thence to the interlock ing
e station and lnterlocking
the B,& 0., main tracks ond

foreman communicated by

the tower to arrange for the

by reteinine lnterlocking
ke track motor—car and trallers
n tracizs. The operator adv1s d
ngssovers 18 and 32 were llned
r-cor from the slding to the

ot

v

-
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westward maln track, it would be permissible for the track
mntor—car to occupy the maln tracks and that protection
agrlnst B,& O, trains would be provided., No arrangement was
mode wlth the operator t# provlde the same protection agalnst
N.Y.Ce trains vwhile the track motor-car ond trallers werec
moving ever the crossing, and no information concernlng the
movencnts ¢f tralns on elther line was obtalned. During the
forcncon several movements werse made from yard track & efther
to the station or to the tower. The filrst movement during
tne afternoon was made from yard treock 2 to the tower,

and the coal was unloaded immedlately east of the tower

about 1:50 n, m, The extra gang foreman then lnstructed

an asslstant foreman and five employees to nroceed with the
track motor-car and trallers to yard track 2 for another

load of coal. The extra gangs foreman tuen piroceeded to the
third flonr of the tower, At that time the veTularly
assigned sectilon foreman wms in the towrr. The assistant
forcman ané the five empioyees then boarded the track motore
car ~nd piroceeded westwaoC, iie track notor-car onerafor

vas seatod on the nerth side of the ear, on the front end
with respect to the direction of tiie movement of the gar,

and vas facing esstward. There was a strong wind frot toe
gouth and none of the surviving employees heard the aporocche
ing traln, except that cne of them hieard the anglae vhistle
sounded ut a dintance of about 100 feet. The view of ftue
N,Y,0, *%rack from the track motor-car was ovsiructed by The

torer and by a frel.:ht station located east of the croscing and
Pk fn

adjacent to the N,Y,C., track, unt'l the l2adlng, trellisr was

In the inmediete vicinlty of the crosaing., Vhen the treck

motor=car operator iirst obscorved the approachlng train at

a dlgtance of about 100 feet, the leeding troiler wes on the

crossing, and he covrld nnot then texe any actlon to prevent
collisiecn,

. N,YZ.¢. Extra 2500 West approached the crossing at o speed
of 33 milee ver hour, The enrineecr, the firemon and the
front brekemnn ware in the cab of the ehgine. The approach
sl-unl and interlocking silmmal) 82 cach 1ndiented ZProcecd,
None of the wmembers of the crew and iaformation tiat a track
motor-=cor 1os belne oneruted over the crossine at Walkerton,
The enrineer startced to sound the grrode-crossing signnl atout
700 feet east of the nros:iins, and thls oienol wos coatinucd
until nf'ter the collision occurred, The encinecer could nhov
gee the track moteor-car and trailers from the richt slde of
the c1b and, dbecausc of on 2levated ploatform odlacent to and
east of the W.Y.C, traclk, the fireman did not s=2e the track
mo tor=cor snd traillers until the encine vos chout 26 feet
Tfrom the crossing,
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The investigrtlion disclosed that the track motorecor
tor nad no knowicdge of the arrangement madc by the
orn foreman wilth thc operator to provide protection
5t B.& 0. troins., ke hzé not been exanined on the rulcs
ning the opcration ¢F %wqok motor-cars, and had not beon
ed as o track moter-cnr obersator, The asslstant forceman
was $oo serlously inJured to te auestloned during the invegti-
gatinn, He had been qualifisd 2s a trnck moscr—car operator,
The novcments of tho track meotor-c¢er and ftrallcocrs on the
nain trocxs of the B,& C. were made wichout laformation
conceriing the movements of tralns, nlthousgh such 1ls
reguired by the rules, Protection acralnst N.Y,l. trains
was not provided for moveasnts over the crossing, and the
traclt notor-car and trallers were nnt under control wille
approacillac the crosesing, as requlred by the rules, Thb
investiration also disclosed that coal was supplied to the
station and tower two or trree tlmes each year by uce ol a
tracik motor-car and trelilers aad that such previous movements
were made in the same menner as on the day of tiue accldent
Trhis mcthod of operation ¢oes nnt provide adequate pPObLCb_On
for the movemcnts ol track motnr-cars.

Since January 1, 1944, the Commnission has inves*lsated
C7 collisions, including the mresent cese, wklch were camied
by failures to wrovide adcquate pretrction for the movement of
traclz motor-cars, These accidents resvited in tle death of
70 norscas and the injury of 121 nerscns, In t'e renorts of
thece acclidents the Commission rcn catedly hes rcecommended
that the carrier involved should provide adequate rroftiiction
Tor ti.e movements of track motor-cars on its line,

is found that this zccident was caves d by failure
ailti.ore and Oiio Railroad Chnrmany to p;ﬁv1ﬁ‘
nvct.csion for the movement of a %track motor—car,

0 t

It
f ¢ B
adeaur.te

Rocommendation

It 1s recomngnded that the Ealtimor: snd Obio Railroad
Comnany provide adeovate prot-zetlon for the movement of track
motor—oafs on lts 1line.

Dated at Vashinot
day of March, 18L2,

Ey the Commission, Commissioner Paticrson,

( SEAL) W. P. BARTEL,

Secretary.
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