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Ral timore & Ohio 

February 26, 1541 

T ah oris Ponl, 5. C 

Roaj -end. collision 

Fi ni. ht 

Extra 1854 

4854 

4-4 care and 
caboose 

St an cling 

Freight 

Extra 4444 

4444 

55 cars and. 
caboose 

: 5-10 m. p. h. 

Automatic block-signal system 

Double; tangent; 0.78 percent 
descending grade eastward 

Clear-

About 2:55 p. m. 

1 killed; 1 injured 

Accidenc caused by failure to provide 
edeouate fla 0 protection for preced­
ing train and by failure prooerly to 
control speed of following train in 
compliance with signal indications 

SUMMARY 



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COIMISSION 

IIIY E S ± I f >A TI ON NO. 2485 

IN I HE -A TIER OF '/uJCIKG ACCID'^T IN VESICATION REPORTS 
u'1 DER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910. 

THE BALTIMORE & OHIO RAILROAD COMPANY 

April 21, 1941 

A'-cl'crr, at Tiko.ma ?-ik, D. C , on February 26, 1941, caused 
ly failure to provide adequate llap: protection for pre­
ceding tr; in and. by failure properly to control speed of 
relieving oram in compliance nltb signal indications. 

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

?AT _7RS0N, Commissioner: 

On Fob} uary 26, "JOil, -onere vas a rear-end collision 
In L c n t'.vo freight trains on the Baltimore & Onio Railroad 
at Ta-:uma Park, D. C , vhich resulted in the death of one 
u d o p c e j ' i u the injury of one employee. 

1 
Unior authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate 

C' neoee Act the above-en titled proceeding vas referred, by 
ti.e Commission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration 
an a., sposition. 
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Loca'c: on and Method of Operation 

This accident occurred on that Part of the Baltimore Divi­
sion designated as the Metropolitan Sub-division which extends 
twuwoen Wevorion, Md., and Washington, D. C , a distance of 52.3 
niLJL-s. In the vicinity of the point of accident this is a 
don 13 o-tiT clc line over which trains are operated with the current 
o f tin f i l e by an automatic block-signal system, the indications 
of which, supersede time-table superiority. The accident occurred 
on the cr nt"nrd main track at a point 1,G23 feet east of the 
so, rion at TahOi.a Park. As the point of accident is approached 
fro,a the west there- is a 0°25' curve to the right 3,301 feet in 
len, th, followed by a tangent 4,914 feet to the point of accident 
an. a short distance beyond. The grade for east-bound trains is, 
successively, 0.47 percent descending 412 feet, 1.027 percent 
descending 5,339 feet, 1.42 percent descending 1,012 feet, and 
0 . 7 0 percent descending 450 feet to the point of accident and a 
shoi't dm atan ce bey on d• 

In tho immediate vicinity of the point of accident the 
tracms are laid on a fill 20 feet in height. Blair Road para-
lclis the tracks on the south at a distance of about 50 feet. 

Automatic signals E-7-36 and E-6-24 governing movements on 
the e3.-'t\,;,rd track are located, respectively, 9,514 feet and 
2,777 feet west of the point of accident. These signals are of 
the 1-anm, 3-position, upper-nuadrant, semaphore type, approach 
lighted; their indications ana names are as follows! 

Indication Name 

Stop; then proceed 

Prepare to stop at next 
signal. (Train exceeding 
lov.ium speed, must at once 
reduce to that speed.) 

Proceed 

Time-table Special Instruccions provide in part as follows! •it -:t to 
MEDIUM SPEED - One-half the normal speed, 
not to exceed thirty (30) miles per hour. 
SLOW SPEED - One-quarter the normal speed, 
rot to exceed fifteen (15) miles Per hour. 
•ir to to 

Stop and proceed-
signal 

Approa ch-s ignal 

Clear-signal 
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" o g e e - r d R e g u l a t i o n s o f t h e O p e r a t i n g D e p a r t m e n t r e a d i n 

v u o ] e , i n ; > - a t a s f o l l o w s ! 

1 5 . T r i e e x p l o s i o n o f t w o t o r p e d o e s i s a . 

s i i r i t o r e d u c e s p e e d a n a l o o k o u t f o r a 

t i . i n a h e c , . c ] o r o b s t r u c t i o n . T h e e x p l o s i o n 
r , f o n e t o r p e d o v a i l m d i c a . e e t h e s a m e a s 

t w o , b u t t h e u s e o f t w o i s r e q u i r e d . T r a i n s 

w i l l m o v e w i t h , c a u t i o n u n t i l c l e a r t r a c k i s 

i n d i c a t e d . 

to to to 

5 5 • ' w h e n a t r a i n s t o p s u n d e r c i r c u m s t a n c e s 

i n w h i c h i t n a y he o v e r t a k e n b y a n o t h e r b r a i n , 

t h e f l a g m a n w i l l g o b a c k i m m e d i a t e l y w i t h 

f l a g m a n ' s s i g n a l s a s u f f i c i e n t d i s t a n c e t o 

i n s u r e f u l l p r o t e c t i o n , p l a c i n g t w o t o r p e d o e s , 

a n t " l a o n n e c e s s a r y , i n a d d i t i o n , d i s p l a y i n g 

1 1 g h t e e Iu.. o e s • 

to to to 

F l a g m a n 1 s S i : n a 1 s ! 

D a y S i g n a l s -

A r e d f l a g , 

T o i p e d o o s a n d . u s e e s . 

•ii- to to 

n . - ( A ) « S h o u l d a t r a i n b e s n e n o i h e a r d a p p r o a c h ­

i n g b e C o r e t h e f l a g m a n l a s r e a c h e d , t h e r e q u i r e d 

a i " t r . I . n o e , h e w i l l , a t o n c e , p l a c e t w o t o r p e d o e s 

o n uho r , 1 1 , a n d , a t n i , h t o r d u r i n g f o g g y o r 

s t o r m y w e a t h e r , c a r r y a l i g h t e d f u s e e , c o n t i n u i n g 

i n t n e d i r e c t i o n o f t h e a p p r o a c h i n g t r a i n * ' 

500. * * * 

^ T h o u a t r a i n i s s t o p p e d b y a S t o p a n d . P r o c e e d -

s x n o l i t m a y p r o c e e d -

to to to 
( 3 ) . O n t - r o o r m o r e t r a c k s a t o n c e a t s l o w s p e e d , 

e VD c t i n g t o f i n i a t r a i n i n t h e o l o c k , b r o k e n 

r a . i l , o b s t r u c t i o n o r s w i t c h n o t p r o p e r l y s e t . 

I n t h e v i c i n i t y o f t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t t h e m a x i m u m a u t h o r ­

i z e d s p e d C o r C a s t f r e i g h t t r a i n s i s 5 0 m i l e s p e r h o u r a n d f o r 

s l o w f r e i g h t a n d l o c a l t r a i n s 5 0 m i l e s p e r h o u r . 

http://mdica.ee
http://ra.il


- 7 -

ro,3 Iher was clear at the tine of the accldh-.nt, which 
out 2:bo p. m. 

Description 

m e m . Ease, an east-hound local freight train, with 
Conductor Breitienbach and Engineman Carter m charge, con-
si 3 ted of ei itib 1334, 3 loaded and 41 empty ears ana a caboose. 
Tnis tmin departed from Brunswick, lid., 43.4 miles west of 
Tahoria Park, at 0:20 a. m., according to the tram sheet, and 
arrived at Lamord, 0.5 mile east of Takona Park, at 2:32 p. m., 
according to the st*.tenn-nt of the flagman. A f m r it stood at 
this point appro i,aa tcly 23 minutes, its rear end was struck by 
Extra 4i'±i. 

Ext "a 4444 East, an oast-bound freight tram, with Conductor 
Durban ana Engineman Snyder in charge, consisted of engine 4444, 
43 loaded, and 5 empty cars and a caboose. This train departed 
it em LI"unswich at 1:55 p. m., according to the train sheet, 
P-; ST.ee DS Tc-er, 23.4- miles west of Taboma Park and the last open 
of ;-I,e, - U 2 : 8 O p. m., passed signal E-7-35, which was displaying 
approm en, pas sett signal 2-6-24, which was dd splaying stop-and-
proeood, a m , while moving at A speed estimated to-have been from 
5 GO 1 0 uiilcs x r hour, collided with the rear end. of Extra 4634. 

The NO L. nose and the rear two cars became derailed to the 
ri it. The caooupe stopped on Blair Road. r> 0 tne foot of the 
e'ltm II.T ent, about 0 0 fec-t east of the point of collision and 50 
feet d o e tho tram; it was destroyed by fire. The rear two cars 
S:o^ 1 . . adou t halfway down the embankment A.nd opposite their re­
lative posm.ic.s in the train. En 0ine 4444 became derailed., 
rT,l"ted c o ni the embankment, stopped upright on Blair Road, prac­
tically p \dllel to the t m c k -no about 2 0 feet to the rear of 
tmc ca BO'js . The engine was badly damaged; the cab "as crushed. 
The tci'dew stopped on its left sine down the emlm km ent at right 
angles to the track with its ..rout end adjacent to the cab of 
the ei gine. The front trunk of the first car of Eytra 4444 was 
demij od; this car stopped with its front end .'.out 5 0 feet east 
of the point of collision. 

The employ OE allied was the enginer.an of Extra 4444 East 
am the employee injured was the fireman of Extra 4444 East. 

Sumrna.ry of Evidence 

3n Lioeman Carter, of Extra i631, stated m m his train left 
Silver1 Spring, dd.., 1.2 mdles west of Takona Park, at 2:15 p. m., 
ano s toupee, at Ta.kcma Park where some cars were m t out and 
OTHERS a died,. The train proceeded, te Lamond. "here switching was 
hoi. PO rformed when the accident occurred. He did not sound 

http://st.ee
file:///dllel
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t h e n i a i l e s i g n a l t o r e c a l l t h e f l a g m a n b e f o r e t h e t r a i n l e f t 

1 ; k u - a P a r k , a s h e i n t e n d e d t h a t t h e f l a g m a n w o u l d r e m a i n a t 

t n - L io:mit u n t i l t h e t r a i n v/as r e a r _ 1 y to d e p a r t f r o m L a m o n d. 

T h e s t a t e m e n t s o f F i r e m a n W e d d l o a n d F r o n t B r a k e m a n lis t h e v r s ^ ^ 

or E a t m a 8 8 4 , p h . o d n o t h i n g o f i m p o r t a n c e • 

C o " c u c t o i ' B r e i t t m o r e h , o f E x t r a 4 8 0 4 - , s t a t e d that a t 

S i l v e r C p r i n g h e e o m m u n m a t e d b y t e l e p h o n e w i t h the o p e r a t o r a t 

i - o m L o f B e c k s , PP.8 m i l e s v e s t o f T a k o m a P a r k , w h o i n f o r m e d 

n i j a t h e t E ^ t c a 4 1 p i h a e g a s s e d P o i n t o f R a c k s at 1 : 5 1 p . m . 

V c h e r E x L i t 1 8 3 4 c r o s s e d , o v e r t o t n e e a s t w a r d m a i n t r a c k a t 

S i l v e r S p r u n g t i e c o n d u c t o r l e f t a n o t e f o r t h e f l a g m a n a t t h e 

croarovci s c i m h , eon t a m i n g i n f o r m a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g E x t r a 4 4 4 4 . 

Tarn, v m P e r i n f o r m t . i o u o r l y , a s t h e f l a g m a n w a s r e q u i r e d t o 

p r o t e c t t h e m a r o i P i s t r m n m a l l t i m e s . H i s t r a i n a r r i v e d 

a t Tmo a P a r k c b o n t 2 : 2 0 p . m . a n d c o n s u m e d a o o u t 1 0 m i n u t e s 

w h i l e - m P e r m i n g w o r t . a ' , t h a t p o i n t . T i n . t r a i n p r o c e e d e d t o 

L a m o n d m e r e s w i t c h i n g s > r v i m w a s p e r f o r m e d a n d t h e c o n d u c t o r 

w a . ; ,• s s i c t m g i n t h e v o r f . T l i e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d a b o u t 2 : 5 0 

p . m . P e c " u s e o C t m e k c u r v e t u r e h e c o u l d n o t s e e t h e r e a l end 

o f h i s m m n - n d h e d i d n o t s e c t h e f l a g m a n u n t i l a P t e r c h e 

a o e i c m t o c c u r r e d . P P e c o n s i d e r e d h i s f l a g m a n c o m p e t e n t . T h e 

c o n d u c t o r w a s l a s t e x a m i n e d o n t h e o p e r a t i n g r u l e s o n S e p t e m b e r 

5 0 , 1 0 1 0 . H i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f R u l e 9 0 w a s t n a t o n t m m i i t 

t r : m . I n p u t o n . ' . t i c b l o c a - s i g n a l t e r r i t o r y a f l a g m a n s h o u l d p r o ­

c e e d t o t h e r e a r a u i s t a n o c o f 8 5 o r 3 5 c a r l e n g t h s t o i n s u r e 

f u . i l p r o t e c t i o n ; h o w e v e r , i n m a n u a l - b l o c k t e r r i t o r y , o r w h e r e 

n o d r a m s y s t e m e x i s t s , t h i s dLst -nee i s i n s u f f i c i e n t . H e h a d 

c a m m e d t h a t his f l a g m a n u s u a l l y p i a c e d t o r p e d o e s b e f o r e h e r e -

t u e m d t o h i s t r a i n . T h o c o n d u c t o r u n d e r s t o o d t h a t a f t e r t o r ­

p e d o e s p a , e x p l o d e d a , t r a i n i s r e q u i r e d t o m o v e w i t h c a u t i o n 

u n t i l Pre n e x t s i g n a l w h i c h d i s p l a y s c l e a r is r e a c h e d . 

F l ; t _ m a n A l b e r t , o f E x t r a 4 0 0 4 , s t a t e d t h a t w h e n h i s t r a i n 

d e p a r t e d f r o m S i l v e r S p r i n g - h e p l a c e d , o n e t o r p e d o o n t h e e a s t ­

ward i r - c h . 7 / h m E x t r a A 8 3 4 s t o p p e d a t T a k o m a P a r k t h e r e a r e n d 

v a j a t o u t 8 o r 1 0 car l e n g t h s w e s t o f s i g n a l E - 6 - 2 4 . H e a l i g h t e d 

j u s t h e P o m d n e t r - i n s t o p p e d , p r o c e e d e d t o t h e r e a r a n d p l a c e d 

t w o P m p j a a m , o n t i n r a i l . P i s t r a i n w a s a t T a k o m a P a r k a b o u t 

1 1 m i n u t e s a n d i t s g . r t , 1 t o l e a v e a t 2 : 3 0 p . m . H e b o a r d e d t h e 

c - b o o s e a m roe t o L a m o n d w h e r e h i s t r a m s t o p p e d a t 2 : 3 2 p . m . 

A s h e - a 1 ' o c c u p i e d m t h j t h c r d u t i e s \ i t h i n t h e c a b o o s e , h e did 

n o t p r o c e e d p r o m p t l y t o t h e r e a r t o p r o v i d e f l a g p r o t e c t i o n . 

V d i c n h i t e u t i m w i t n i n t n e c a b o o s e w e r e c o m p l e t e d h e a l i g h t e d 

a n o s t o o d r. D o u t o n e o r t w o c a m 1 eng f a s t o t h e r e a r o f t h e 

c k b o o a c f o r a c m r a l g n u V a . K e o b s e r v e d E x t r a 4 4 4 4 a s i t r o u n d ­

e d t h e c u r v e m a c r t h e o v e r h e a d b r i d g e 1 , 8 3 7 f e e t w e s t o f t h e 

p o i n t \ e r e h i s c r g v o c e s t o o d . H e c o u l d s e e t h a t s i g n a l E - 6 - 2 4 

w a s d i s p l a y i n g s t o p - a u d - p m e o e d a n d e x p e c t e d t r i e f o l l o w i n g t r a i n 

http://fu.il
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to scop ao that signal. Wh cn he sew Extra 4444 pass the signal 
he actreed toward, ta.-.t train and wove! his reel flag* He heard, 
the en_ ine exhausting as though the reverse lever was in position 
lor bL.ckwa.rd motion. When he became a^are that a collision was 
imminent he ran to his caboose to save his personal property. 
The collision occurred, at 2:35 p. m., at which time the weather 
was clear. He was last examined, on the operating rules on April 
19, 1939. He understood, the requirements of Rule 99. He said 
thet he failed to protect the rear of his t^ain properly. He 
said he does not depena upon automatic signals to assist in pro­
viding protection; however, if this had been manual-block terri­
tory, or cerritory where tnere was no block system, he would have 
gore a greater distance to the rear. 

F n eman Duffy, of Extra 4414, stated, that at Brunswick a 
terminal air-brake tesc was made .and. the brakes v/ere reported 
as free cioning properly. En route between Brunswick and the 
peine "here the accident occurred the enginemen a.ppearea to be 
normal R n d alert. The fireman called all signal indications 
and the engineman replied. As his train was aPProp.cning the 
point wr.cre the accident occurred the speed was aoout 50 miles 
per hour. Signal E-7-30 displaced an approach indication; he 
called, its inuicn.'rion to the enrinoman, who replied and then 
closet the throttle. From a distance of about 2,100 feet rest 
o." signal E-5-24, the fiieman observed that it displayed, stop-
and-^roiceo, which was called by the front brakeman, tac engine-
man, and hi dsolf. Tr e c-gincman made a hea.vy brakc-pipe reduc­
tion, which was not released; about 10 car lengths west of 
signal E-6-24 he pieced the brake v^lve in emergency position 
but che tr; in. failed, to stop and it passed, the signal at a speed 
of id n_lcs per hour. The fiieman observed the caboose and also 
the flagman, who v/as giving stop signals from a point about 3 or 
4 c c r lengths to thre rear of the caboose. Soon afterward the 
e ngincman placed the reverse lever in position for backward mo­
tion ane. opened the Sander valve ano the throttle. The fireman 
said he told the engine.can that their train would collide with 
the crcoose but the engineman replied that the train would stop 
short of it. Fireman Duffy jumped when the engine was about 6 
cai' lengths west of the caboose. The speed of his train was 
about 10 miles per hour at the time of the accident. He did not 
t e n the explosion of any torpedoes in the vicinity of either 
Silver Spring cr signal E-6-24. He was last examined on the 
operating rules in 1939. He understood that an approach indi­
cation rc-puired a train to reduce to medium speed, not exceeding 
30 riles per hour, and to prepare to stop at the next signal-
He "as not alarmed that his train would not stop short of signal 
E-6-24; therefore, he did not caution the engineman to take 
action immediately at signal E-7-35. He was regularly assigned 
with the engine-man involved, who, in his opinion, was alert, 
cape I le, and fully acquainted with the physical characteristics 
of the territory. 

http://bL.ckwa.rd
http://PProp.cn
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f r o n t E r i k or; an C h r i s t i a n , o f E x t r a 44^4, s t a t e d , t h a t t h i s 

v o s . . n o s e c o n d , t r i p h e h a d r e a d - o v e r t h i s s u b - d i v i s i o n a n d h e 

r e s n o ; f a m i l i a r \ i t h c h e p h y s i c a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s * A s P i s 

t r a i n - a - - ; a P p j ' ^ a c h i n g t h e p o i n t w h o r e t h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d h e M 

T V S " ' n f r o n t o f t h e t i r e t a n o n t h o s e a t b o x . T h e e n 0 x n c m a n c a l l e a r " 

m . c ^y^i'Oi. o t . m ' l i e a o n o? s i g n a l E - 7 - 5 6 a n d b o t h t h o f r o n t b r a k e -

S'.-SL a r c . t h e f i r e m a n r e p e a t e d i t . A f t e r t h e t r a i n e n t e r e d t h e 

t a n g e n t e a s t o d S i l v e r S o r i n g t w e t o r p e d o e s u e r e e x p l o d e d , a n d 

t h e T gi.iomen a o h o o - ' i e b g ~ > d t h e n b y t>'o s h o r t s o u n d s o f t h e 

v n i s t l e , t h e n a p f l i c i t h e i r c r a n e s . A s , l i e t r a i n a p p r o a c h e d 

s i g n a l E-0-21 s f n e d ^ a e n o t m a t e r i a l l y r e c u c e c U T h e f i r e m a n 

r e m a r k e d , . h a t u.e C O I L 1 C n o t see c h e i n d i c a t i o n o f s i g n a l E - 6 - 2 4 
a n d t h e t e n o r \ a s u n a ! • ' t o d i s t i n g u i s h i t u n t i l t h e e n g i n e 

r e a i h o o P ; ten-i t o o o u l d . . - - . a c b - . t i t d i s p l a y e d s t o n - a n d - p r o c e e d * 

T h e r e r e s n o c o n d i t i o n o f ' h e e r m i n e , t h e w o a c h o r o t 1 b u i l d i n g s 

n e a r h i . t r a c k t h a t c o u l d i : v e o b s c u r e d t h e v i c n a h e a d ; h o w e v e r , 

t h e p o s i t i o n o f t h e r m a o h o r o a i m iris d i f f i c u l t t o d e t e r m i n e * 

T h e k g a i - i r n e x p r e s e e e i a m o p i n i o n t h a t t n e e n : i n e m a n a p p l i e d 

t h e o n a , . c e i n o r i e r g - v o y ^ c o i t h e s t o p s i g n a l , b u t t n e s p e e d d i d 

n o t seem t o b e m a t e r i a l l y r a ' n o c d u n t i l a f t e r t n e e n g i n e m c j i h a d 

p l a e c a t a ^ r e v e r s e l e v e r In p o s i t i o n f o r b a c k w a r d m o t i o n * A f t e r 

t h e t r ^ i n P a . s s o d . t h o s i g n a l , h e o b s e r v e d t h e c a b o o s e , a n d . t h e 

f l a g m a n w a v i n g a r e d f l a g a r c . s t a n d i n g n e a n t h e c a b o o s e * W h e n 

h e a n o t h o J i r e m a n j u m p e d , t h e s p e e d w a s l o s s t h a n 20 m i l e s p e r 

h o u r . B e c a u s e o f i n e x p e r i e n c e i n r i d i n g e n g i n e s i n f a s t - f r e i g h t 

s c r v ' c e , h o v n i u n a h l e t o e s t i m a t e t h e s p . e d a t s i g n a l E - 7 - 5 6 . 

I r h i s o p ' o i o n , a c t i o n was n o t t o k e n t o r e d u c e s p e e d u n t i l t h e 

e n ; l i e o a s near s i g n a l E - 6 - 2 4 . H e was u n a h l e t o d e s c x i b e u h e 

m a n n e r i - L - e h i c n i t n e b r a k e s were m a n i p u l a t e d b u t h e t h o u g n l t h e 

b n .cs w e e n r j g , a s o u w h e n t h e e n g i n e v i a e near s i g n a l E - 6 - 2 4 a n d 

c n e n i m m e n s e t e i g r e a p j ' l i o d . H e h a d n o t b o o n e x a m i n e d o n c h e 

o p e n t i g - j u i e s . I n h i s o p i n i o n t h e f i e g . i n s h o u l d h a v e p r o -

c c e c i o a a ,/i.;g, > r d i s t a n c e , o t h e rear t o p ? ' o v i d o p r o p e r f l a g 

PI OtC c t l O i i . 

C o o h j c t c r D u r n a n , o f E x t r a 4 4 4 1 , s t a t e d t h a t a t P r u n s w i c k 

a t o i o o a l a i r - O r a l e t e s t " a s j . o o e - . d t m b r a k e s f u n c t i o n e d 

p r o p n l y . " i i i - - p i ' " l c p r e s s u r e H 70 p o u n d s t e a s l e i i" m a i n t a i n e d * 

A s one or: In • . s ? e g r e a c j o . g L h o p e t i t v - t n e a c o i c . c n t 

o c c u i r e d h w a s - i n , h i c u Tola - n d t h e s p e e d w i s b e t w e e n 3 5 e n d 40 
m i l e s p e r h o u r . v r p , . - n t h ' - caboose " i f r r a 7 1 S i l v e r S o r i n g s t a t i o n 

t h e e r g i n . e a n a b i a k o e . P P l i e e , t t o r , - - h i c h w a n h e l d a t o u t 1 o r 

1-1/2 m i n u t e s , i.h^n t h e b r a k e s were r e l e a s e d ; t h e c o n d u c t o r h e a r g ^ 

t h e c x n a u s c o f t h e b r a k e - c y l i n d e r p r e s s u r e w h e n t h e b r a k e o f the'^P 
c a b o o s e r . - l e a s ( i d j u s t w e s t o f t h e o v e r h e a d b r i d g e , w h i c h i s 2,060 
f e o c 1 e s t o f s i g n a l E - 6 - 2 1 . 3 \ n e d o n t h e r v e r a L e l e n g t h o f 5 3 

f r c i I t c a r s , t h e e n g ' i n e w a n ; e i t n e r a t s i g n a l E - 6 - 2 4 o r b e y o n d i t * 

http://coic.cn


The speed at that time was 16 or 20 miles per hour. After a short 
interval a second application, which he tnought was a service 
application, was made and the speed was gradually reduced. The 
speed was 5 or 6 miles per hour at the time of the accident, which 
occurred at 2:55 p. m. He said that, based on observation, follow­
ing a. service application it requires about 2 minutes fully to re-
score brghe-pipe pressure on 53 cars. 

The statement of Flagman Bergc-r, of Extra 4444, added nothing 
of importance. 

Harold Busser, Wholesale Manager of Good Humor Ice Cream 
Company, Washington, p. C-, stated that he v/as moving ea.st ward on 
Blair Road in his automobile and obse-ved the flagman of Extra 
4834 star ding several feet to the rear of the caboose; then the 
fla0ma.n ran westward, about oO feet, frantically waving his red 
flag. The engine of Extra 4444 passed the station at Takoma Park 
at a speed of 20 or 25 miles per hour. The flagman continued to 
wave his red fla-., until Ext "a 4444 was about 10 car lengths from 
him, then he ran to the ca.boose, went inside momentarily and 
jumped, off on the left side. The engineman of the following train 
did not appear to be excited, as he remained in Ris usual position 
in the cab and made no effort to jump until the engine curned over. 

Car Inspectors Simons and Feaster, at Brunswick, stated that 
they tested the air brakes on the equipment of Extra 4444 before 
that train departed and all brakes applied and released properly. 

According to data furnished by the railroad, after the oc­
currence of the accident the brakes of the cars of Extra 4444 were 
tested at Washington, D. C , and each brake applied arm relea.sed 
properly• 

The flagman of the preceding t r a m was employed as a. brakeman 
in 1913. The engineman of the folio-ring train was employed as a 
fireman in 1907 and was promoted to be an engineman in 1920. 

Observations of the Commission's Inspectors 

The Commission's inspectors observed that signal E-6-24 could 
be seen from the west a distance of 2,13 0 feet, and the point 
there the accident occurred, could be seen a distance of a, 927 
feet. This observation was made when the weather was cloudy. The 
automatic brake-valve of engine ^±444 was in emergency position, the 
independent brake-valve "as in running position, the front sender 
valve open, the reverse lever in position for ba.ckwa.rd. notion, the 
throttle fully open, ana the drifting-valve throttle latched open 
m the fourth notch. 

http://ba.ckwa.rd
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D i s o u s s i o n 

A c e o i d i n g t o t h e - e v i d e n c e , E x t r a 4 8 3 4 E a s t S t o p r e d a t L a u o n d 

a t 2 : 3 2 d > . m . t o P e r f o r m s n i t c h i n g s e r v i c e , w i t h i t s r e a r e n d 

s t a n d i n g 2 , 7 7 7 f e e t e a s t o f s i g n a l E - 6 - 2 < ± , a n d a t 2 : 5 c p . m . i t s 

t e r e n d w a s s t r u c k b y E x t r a 4 4 4 4 E a s t , w h i c h w a s m o v i n g at a 

>. a c e o o f a t o 1 0 m i l e s p a r h o u r . 

t d n d e - j t n e m l . e s , w h e n t h e p r e c c o i n g t r a i n s t o p o e d , t h e f l a g ­

man w a s r e o c a r e d t o p r o c e e d c o t h e r e a r i m m e d i a t e l y w i t h f l a g g i n g 

e r r a i p a e : t a d i s t m e e s u f f i c i e n c t o i n s u r e f u l l p r o t e c t i o n . A c c o r d ­

i n g c o t h e f l - - , n a n ' s s t a t e m e n t , w h a l e h i s t r a m was s t a n d i n g a t 

T a k o m a P a r k n e p l m e c t o n , LC^-r o n t i c - r a i l a aa t 1 , 0 0 0 f e e t v / e s t 

o f s i m & l E - 6 - > 4 . W h e n h o , , t r t i r , d m - r t e u f r o m I V g k o m a P a r k h e 

b o a r d e d fee r a m o c e a - : < • m i a i m c t h e r e u n t i l s o m e t i m e a f t e r h i s 

t r a m h a ' ' s t o o p e d at l e m o ^ c , 0 . 5 m a d e c a s t o i T a k o m a P a r k . A f t e r 

h e m m l ; t e d a m m t . e s m m i u t h e c e b o o s e , h e s t o o d a s h o r t d i s ­

t a n c e t o t h e rear o f g h e o . u P o o m u n t i l E x :rs h i d • c a m e i n t o v i e w 

a t a p o i n t 1 , 0 1 4 f e e t m t o f t i n ; c a b o o s e , t h e n s t a m e o t o w a l k 

w e s i v - r d t o w a r d t h e . g p c o , e m i n c t r a i n . P i e o b s e r v e d t h a t s i g n a l 

h-._-ga v / ^ 3 c i s r d ? y i m - t o p - a r i c - p r o c e e e . m d h e e x p e c t e d E x t r a 4 4 4 4 

t o s t o p a t t h a t m m a l . V i m t h e f o l l o w i n g t r m n d i d n o t s t o p a t 

t h i s s i m a l , r . . r a n s o m e c i c t m c o t c \ r I'd P h e t m m ara' w a v e d s t o p 

s i . m u l s w i t h a r e d " P a g " ' , t h e n r a n b a c k t o t h e c a b o o s e t o r e m o v e 

p e r s o n a l p r o p e r t y . P i s r 3 a t o n f o r . o t b e i n g f a r t h e r t o t h e r e a r 

o f hi , t r a i n was t a V : P e e x p e o c e c t a o f o l l o w i n g t r a i n t o s t o p a t 

s m n m i E - G - 2 4 . H e s a i o t k a t if h i s t r a i n h a d b e e n o p e r a t i n g i n 

i'ianu; 1 - b l o c k t e r r i t o r y , o r i n a. t e r r i t o r y w h e r e n o b r o c k s y s t e m 

w a s in use, h e m u l d h a . v e p r o c e e d e d c o t n e r e a r a g r e a t e r d i s ­

t a n c e . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e r u l e s , s i n c e h e w a s n o t r e c a l l e d w h e n 

h i s t r a i n d e p a r t e d f r o m T a k o m a . P a r k h e r a n r e a r m e d uO r e m a i n i n 

t h a t m c i n i t y u n t i l h e was r e c a l l e d , o r r e l i e v e d n y a n o t h e r f l a g -

mar . I f ha l i a d r e m a i n e d , i r t l i a t v i c i n i t y h i s f l a g g i n g s i g n a l s 

''Cil1'. u n d . o u b t e d . l y h a v e b e e : g i v e n a t a d i s t a n c e . e f f i c i e n t f o r 

t h e e t g i n e m a n o f t h e f o l l o w i n g o r a i n t o t a k e a c t i o n m t i m e t o 

s t o p - c h e r t o f t h e t r a i n a h e a d ! 

T h e f o l l o w i n g t r a m r o c e i v e u a n - r e p r o a c h i n d i c a t i o n a t t h e 

s e c c ; c s m n & l t o t h e r o a r o f t i n - p r e c e d i n g t r a i n , a n d . t h e t h r e e 

m : e r a o f c h e m e w t h a t were o n t n e e n - m e c a l l e d t h e i n d i c a t i o n 

• m o p e r l y . T h i s i n d i c a t i o n r c m i r c d . P e e e n g i n e m a n t o r e d u c e t h e 

" m e l t c r o t i n m c e - s c f :-:3 m i i e s p e r ' h o u r a n o . t c c o n t r o l t h e 

m r co t d j a m o . o n i i s t o p t o e t r a m c P o r t o f t h e n e x t s i g n a l , 

w b Lag. - g n a, ' " m t P c y e n d ; r o w e m r , a s p e e d o f 3 5 t o 5 0 m i l e s 

o e i . c m a m a m m a i n . a t h r o u g h o u t t h e f i r s t m o - t r P e e s o f t h e 

Pen. Pi" 1 o f e r e ' d o c k . r d h P ' t r a m p m e d t h e m x t s t e a l , w h i c h 
, _ r m t i e r P a y i n g s ^ o p - m n - p r o c i - e e i , a t a s p e e d o f n o t l e s s t h a n 1 5 

m i l e s p e r P o m m s t r u c k t h e m m e r e . o f t h e p r o c e e d i n g t r a i n 

2 , 7 7 7 " m t m y o . e . I k e w e a t h e r w a s c l e a r m d h i , . - e m p l o y e e s o n 

u h e m m o c o u d ' i s e e t h e s i . n Pi t i e t was d i a p l . p / m g s t o p - a n d -
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urocced. a distance of P.,100 feet* There was come difference in 
the sta temei.t 3 with regard to the brake-pipe reductions lade vrhen 
the foilowing train was approacning the point where the accident 
occurred. According to the statement of the fireman, a brake-
pipe reliction was hade when tne engine was about 2,100 leec west 
of? tho signal tnat displayed stop-ond-proceed and, without re-
le^siip.. tne brak.es, the enginerian moved the brake valve to 
-n ic-rgc-Lcy position wner. the engine was about 450 feet from the 
signal" According to tho statements of the conductor mil the 
front train ean, the crakes were rciaascd v hen the engine was near 
chis F i n a l and soon afterward were reapplied. The brakes func­
tioned properly P^icr to tne bra"ic--Pipe reductions involved and 
vi:en they w e r ^ tested at Washington a short time after the acci­
dent occurred. The following t n i n exoloded two torpedoes at a 
point d-out 1 , 0 0 0 xg-ot .in advance of the signal displaying stop-
ard-promced, cr aoout o,775 feet to tne rear cf the preceding 
train. The rules reeiire that mher torpedoes are exploded, the 
train an ot be opm-.ted with caution until the trick is seen to 
be clc«. Why tne r n-_incmar. i ? lied to comply with the indica­
tions of tire t\ o signals involved ,,rd the rule pertaining to the 
explosion cf torpedoes to not known, as he was nil1, ed. in the 
a. 001.lent. 

Cau e e 

It is found chat this accident was caused by failure to 
provide gde.rua.te flag protection for the preceding train and by 
failure properly to control the speed of the following train in 
comj/iianoe with signal indications. 

Dated, at War string ton, D. C , this tmenty-first 
day of April, 1941. 

By the Commission, Commissioner Patterson. 

W. P. 3AP3TEL, 

(SZAL) Secretary. 
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