INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSICON

WASHINGTON

INVESTIGATION NO. 2840
THE BALTIVORT & OHIO RATLROAD - COMPANY
REPORT IN RE ACCIDENT
AT RIDGVAY, PA., ON
NOVEMEER 4, 1044




Reilrosd:

Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:
Trains involved:
Train numbers:
Engine numbers;:
Consist:
Estimated speed:

Ooeration:

Track:

Hignway:

Weatner:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:

- 92 - Inv-2840

Raltimore & Onio
November 4, 1944
Ridgway, Pa.

Side colllsion

Passenger : Freignt

50 v Extra 7534 West
5128 1 7534

4 cars + 97 cars, caboose
Stending + 15 m. p. n.

Timetable, train orders and
sutomatic block-signsl system

Double; tangent; 0.26 nercent

¥

descending grade westward

Tangent; crosses track at angle
of 14°: practically level

’

Dense fog
5115 a. m.
1l ki1lled; 2 injured

Engine of vassenger traln obstruct-
ing adjacent main track immediately
in front of an approacning freignt
train after tne engine was deralled
as result of striking stalled auto-
mobile at street grade crossing



INTERSTATE COINMERCE COMIISSION

INVESTIGATION 0. 284C

IN THE MATTER OF ITAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIZATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPO=TS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

THE BALTTIIIORE & OHIO RATLROAD COMPANY

Tt
=1

December 14, 1544.

Accident at Ridrvay, Pe., on November 4, 16944, caused by
ar engine ol a nassenger traln obstructing an adja-
cent main track iwnmediately in front of an avproacn-
ing frelgnt train after thne engine was deralled as a
resvlt of strlking a stalled autcomoblle at a street
grade crossing.

1
REPORT OF TEZ CONIISSION

PATTERSON, Chairman:

On Noverber 4, 1244, there was a side collision be-
tween a freignt trein and the engine of a nassenger train
vaicn nad been deralled as a result of striking a stelled
auvtomobile at a street grade crossing on tae Baltimore &
Onlo Railroad at Ridgway, Pa, Tnis accident resulted in
the deatn of one employee, and the injury of two employees.

lUnder autnority of section 17 (2) of tre Interstate Com-

merce Act the above~entitled proceeding wss referred by thne
Commission to Cnairman Patterson for consideration and dis-
voslition.
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Location aof Accident and tletnod of Operstion

Tnls accident occurred on that part of the Buffalo Division
designated as tne 2nd Sub-Division and extending eastward from
Du Zois, Pa., to Zast Salamanca, MN. Y., 27.6 miles. 1In tne
vicinity of the vnoint of accident tnis was a double~track line
over wnicn trains meving witn thne current of traffic were over-
ated by timetable, train orders and an automatic block-signeal
system. The accident occurred on tne westward main track 28.6
miles east of Du Eois, at a point 208 feet west of tne station
at Ridgway. From tne west there were, in succession, a tangent
297 feet in length, & 4Y43' curve to the left 544 feet, and a

tangent 1,088 feet to the point of accident. Fron tne geast tnere
were, 1n succession a tangent 806 feet in lengtn, a compound
curve to tne rignt 1 749 feet, thne maximum curvature of wnich
was 5956!, and a uangent 306 feet to tie point 6f accident.
The grade for west~bound trains was 0.26 percent descending.

At a point 483 feet west of tne station at Rldgw Yy, Main
Street intersected the rallroad at an angle of 14° From tne
soutn on Main Street tnere wae a tangent a oon51derab1e distance
to tne creossing and scome dlatence nortnward. Tne grade was
practically level. At tne crossing tnere was a spur track soutn
of tne eastward main track. Tne ShltCﬂ of tne spur treck was
trailing-point for east-bound movements on the eastward main
track, and was 218 feet east of tne crossing. Soutn of tne
cr0531ng Main Street was gurfaced witn mecadam to & widtn of 24
feet. The crossing was 50 feet wide and tne distance from the
soutn rail of the spur tracx to tne nortn reil of the westward
main track was about 45 feet. Tne area betwecn the rails of the
spur track was surfaced with macadam. Two planks 8 incnes wide
and one plank 8 incnes wide were provided, respectively, outside
and inside tne rails of the eastward nain trsck. One plank 8
incnes wide was provided inside esach rail of the westward main
track. Tne remainder of tne surface of the crossing was paved
witn macadam.

A flasning-lignt warning signal was located in the south-
east angle of the intersection 17.5 feet soutn of the center-
line of tne eastward main track and 14.8 feet east of the
center-line of tne street. On the mast of tnis signal a cross-
buck sign was mounted 10 feet 4 incnes above the level of the
street, and bore the words "RATLR0AD CROSSING" in black letters
on a wnite background. A norizontal bar was mounted on the mast
below tne cross-buck sign, snd a nooded lesmp was attacned to
eacn end of tnis bar. When an esst-bound train occupied any
portion of tne esstward main track tnrougnout a distance of
2,399 feet immediately west of the crossing, these lamps flashed
red lignts alternately. A crossing-wnistle sign for east-bound
trains was loceted 1,320 feet west of tne crossing. Automatic
signal 174.9, wnich governed west-bound movements on the west-
ward main track, was 7,962 feet east of the point of accident.
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Operating rules read in part as follows:

~ 14. Engine Wnistle Signals.

Néte.--The signals prescribed are illustrated ()
by "o" for siort sounds; ! " for longer sounds.
W %
SOUND. ' INDICATION.
g % 3
(1) 0 Aoproacning public crossings

at grade. To be prolonged
or repeated until crossing
is reachned.

102. When g train is disabled or stopned sud-
denly by an emergency aoplication of thne air brakes
or otner causes, adjacent tracks % % % tnat are
lieble to be obstructed must at once be vrotected
until it 1s ascertained they are safe and clear for
tne movement of trains.

Tne venicle code of tne State of Pennsylvanla read in part
as follows:

RATLROAD WARNING SIGNALS MUST BE
) OBTYED

Onerators of venicles aonroacning an
interurban or steam railway grade crossing, must
obey a signal that gives warning of tne apvroacn
of a railway trein or car.
In the vicinity of the crossing the maximum authorized
speed for all trains on the eastward main track was 30 miles
per nour and on tne westward main track, 15 miles per nour.

Description.of Accldent

Tne automobile involved was a 1937 Chevrolet 2-door sedany
wnion borz Pennsylvania license No. 98-K-867, and was being
driven by a nerson wno neld learner's permit No. 610263, issued
Ootober 11, 1944. The driver was gccompanied by one otner per-
son wne was a licensed driver. The automobile, moving north-
westward on lfain Street, entered uvon tne crossing, nassed over
the spur track, and was passing over the eastward main track
wvnen the left front wheel slipped off the west edge of tne
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crossing and bocth front wheels stooped against tne gage side of
the nortn rail of tine eastward main track, and the automobile
stalled. About 1 minute later tne automobile was struck by No.
50, and was denolished.

No. 50, ean east-bound first-class passenger train, con-
sisted of engine 5188, one express car, one neil car, one
baggage-express car and one coasch, in the order nsmed.’ All cars
were of steel construction. Tnis train pessed W. I. Tower, 16.5
miles west of Ridgway and the last open office, at 2:52 a. m.,
29 minuvtes late, and wnile moving at an estimated sepeed of 20
miles per nour it struck the stalled automobile. Part of the
vreckage became lodged under tne engine-truck wneels, wnicn were
derailed to tne left immediately east of the crossing. Tnen
following wneels of the engine beceme derailed to tne left at
tne spur-track switcn, and the engine stooped about &:13 a. m.,
practically u»nrignt, across the westward main track and 382 feet
east of tne crossing. About 2 minutes later the engine was
struck by Extrs 7534 West, and was badly damaged.

Extra 7534 West, a west-bound freignt train, coneisting of
engine 7834, 97 cers and a caboose, passed Clarion Junction, @
miles east of Rldgway and tne last oven office, at 2;53 a. m.,
passed signal 174.9, waicn &isnlayed proceed, and wanlle moving
at an estimated smeed of 15 miles per nour it struck the derailed
engine of Yo. 50. Tne engine, the first car, tne fifth to the
seventn cars, inclusive, and tne elgnteentn to tne twenty-fifth
cers, inclusive, of Extra 7534 West were derailed, and were con-
siderably demaged.

There was a dense fog at the time of the accident, wnich
occurred about 3:15 a. n.

Tne fireman of Extra 7534 "'est was killed, and tne engineer
and tne front brakeman were injured.

Discussion

Tne flasning-lignt warning signal, located to the rignht of
tne direction in wnicn the automobile wes moving, was i1llumi-
nated wnen tne automobile entered upon the crossing. The warning
signel was seen by the occupants of the autormonile. They stated
tnat a stop was made before the automobile entered umon tne
crossing, then, as no anproacning train was seen or neard, tne
autornobils was driven upon the crossing, FHowever, the automo-
bile ran off the pavement and stalled. It obstructed the ecast-
vard main track about 1 minute prior to tne approacn of No. 50,
an cast-bound vassenger train. An unsuccessful attempt wes made
by the occupants of the automobile to move it from the crossing,
but no effort wes made to provide vrotection for an epproacning
Train.



As No. 50 wes epproaching the crossing the sveed was about
20 miles per nour. Thc headlignt was lighted brigntly, and tae
enginemen were mainteining a lookout ensad. Tne wnistle signal
for tne crossing was sounded in comoliance witn tne rules. Ze- .
ceuse of tne denee fog, walcn materially restricted tneir view
of tne track anead, tne enginemen did not sec the stalled auto-
mooile, and tney were not eware of anytning being wrong until
trne engine was deralled. Tnen tne engineer moved tne breke
valve to emergency »osition. Thre engine stooned across tne
westward main treck, and the fireman immediately proceesded east-
ward to furnisn flag protcction. He nad reacned a noint about
320 feet zast of the deroiled engine and vas giving stop signels
wita a lignted red fusee whzn tne englne of Extra 78534 West
passed nim.

As Extra 7834 West was apbroacning tiae point wnere the
accident occurred tne speed was sbout 15 miles per nour. Tne
neadlignt was lignhted brightly, and thne enginemsn and the front
brakemar were meintaining a lookout anead. Tne last automatic
signal wnicn tnils trein pessed displayed procced. Tnc first the
enployccs on tne englrie knew of anything being wrong was wnen
tneir enzine was about 800 fset east of tne voint where tne col-
‘lision cccurred, and tney observed, simultancously, tne reflec-
tion of tne ncadlignt of the derailed engine and a lignted fusce.
Tne enginecr irmediately noved tne braks velve to emergency
position, but tne colllision occurred before tne brakes became
effective.

The lews of the State of Pennsylvenis require that a signal
giving a warning of tno anproacn of a railwey trein nust be
obeyed. Tne fTailure of the drivaer of the automoblile to obey
tne warning signol resulted in the dersailment of tne nassenger
train and then the side collision between the pessenger train
and the freignt train.

Cauge

Tt is found that this accident wes csused by an engine of
o passenger train obstructing an adjacent main track immediately
in front of an epvroacning freignt trein after tne engine was
dersiled a8s 2 result of striking a stalled sutomobile at o street
grade crossing.

Dated at Yasnington, D. C., tnis fourteentn .
day of December, 1944.

By tne Commission, Cnairmen Patterson.

W. P. EARTEL,

(SEAL) Secretary.



