INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION
WASHINGTOX

INVESTIGATION NO. 2641
BALTIMCRE & QHIO RAILROAD CONPANY

3
55

REPORT IN RE ACCIDENT
NEAR POTOMAC, MD., ON
OCTOBER 25, 1942




Railroad:

Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:
Trainsg involved:
Train numbers:
Engine numbers:
Consigt:
Bstimated speed:

Operation:

Track:

Weatner:;
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:
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SUMMARY

Baltimore & Onio
OGctober 25, 1942
Potomac, Md.
Heagd~end collision
Lignt engine : Freignt
¢ Extra 7103 West
6149 : 7103
G8 cars, caboose
15 m. p. h. : 25 m. p. h.
Automatic block-signal system for
movements witn current o7 iraffic,
and train orders and manual block
gystem for movements ageinst cur-

rent of traffic

Double; 3° curve; 0.23 percent
degcending grade westward

Clear

7:01 p. m.

5 injured

Accident caused by an englne moving

against current of traffic witaout
autnority



INTERSTATE COMMTRCE COMMISSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 2641

OF IAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS

IN THE MATTER
R THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1810.

UKDE

THE BALTIMORE & OHIO RAILROAD COMPANY

December 14, 1942,

Accident near Potomac, Md., on October 25, 1942, caused Dby
an engine moving against the current of treffic witn-
cut autnority.

1
REPORT OF THYW COMIISSION

PATTERSON, Commissioner:

On October 25, 1942, there was a nead-end collision
between a lignt engine and a freignt train on the Besltimore
& Onio Rellroad near Potomac, !Md., wnicn resulted in tne
injury of five employees.

lunder autnority of section 17 (2) of tne Interstate Com-
merce ActT tne above-entitled proceeding was referred by the
Commlission to Commigsioner Patterson for consideration and
dilsposition.
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Locstiorn of Accident and Meihod of Coneration

This accident occurred on tnat part of the Cumberland
DiVision de,lg ated as the West End and extending between
wnberland, 4d., and Gralfton, W. Va., o ulbtaaue of 101.4
mllcy. In thd vicinity of tuae point of auClﬂ nt this 1e¢ 2
dovble-track line cver wnicn treins moving witn the current
oI traffic are operated by an automatic black-slignal system,
the indicetions of wnich supersede time-table superiority,
and trains moving agains®t tne current of traffic are operated
by train crders and 2 manual-block system. Eetweea McKenzie
and sawlings, Md., located, respectively, 0.6 mlle east and
&.4 miles west of Potomac, tne main tracks from nortn to soutn
re track 1, westward Tlack and track 2, eacstward track. A
qoub“e—uroc& line desig naued as tne Patterson Creek Cut-Off,
nerelnafier referred to ag the cut-off, exte..ds soutinesslwardly
from wcKenzle tc Patterson Creek, a distence of 5.3 miles.
Tnese tracks from nortn to south are treack 3, vestward trock,
and track 4, eastward track. At Howlinge trere 1s 8 cros sover
between tracks 1 and 2. A telephore for murication between
i located in the
r
D
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train crevs and the operastor st lic¥enzie

vicinity of tne crossover. Trne accident r»ed on trock 1
at a point 1,235 feet west of tre staticn Potomrc. AL-
proecaning from thne west trnere is a compound curve to tne right
7,190 rfeet in length, the maximum curveturc of wnlcb i1g 3°

Tre accident occurred on tnis curve at & point 1,221 feet fron
its ecstern end, ot wnich peint the curvature is “040' At
tne point of eccident the grade for west-bound trains is 0.23
percent escending.
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At McKenzle nome signals gove
tracks 1 and & are located, recpec
feet east of tne point of accident. A
governing westward novements on track 1
west of tne pcint of accident. TIness signel
position-lignt type and are approacn-lignted. It

of tne color-
ne 1nv0¢vrﬂ

sspects and corresponding iadicnations and names of tnese sig-
rnals are og follows:
Home Signal (Track 1)
Aspect ‘nédication I'rme
Two yellow l1lignts Proceed ot medium cspeed fedium Apnrcacn
in diagonel posgi- preparing to stop at
tion above wnite next sipgnel

lignt
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Aspect Indication Name
snolcation. war
Wnaice 13, 1t above Proceed Clear
two gracn lignts
in verticel wogition
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Wnice 1i:nt ~bove

two gr2er liznte
in verticel vositlon
Cperafing rules read in nart as follovs:

SPEED RE3TRICTIONE,

I'o ‘ﬂ'l Snz2ed--The maxinun fpazd pErinittad
by tiresteblesgs Jcr main Ttrack novemsnis.

lediur Specd--Orne-nall tne normal specd
not to exceed shirty (30) milzz per nour.

€51. On vorviong of tne raillroad, and on cdeslg-
raced trecke co gnecified on tne tl’H tanle,

traire i1l run withr ref:rence to otner ur_lns

in Tne gene direction by ploclk qiﬁﬂa“s wnoce indi-
catiocrs vill cupersede tuae superlierity ol trains.

train muet not crose over at any point

2 A tr
nd vroczzd on anot.er track witn ths current of
rofTic witnout permission frem tne signelnsn
nor ogeinst tue currcent ol traffic witnout corders
from tre Trein Dispatcncr.
Time-teble gncclol instruction lo. 1o providecs twnat Rule
251 1¢ 1a effect in the trrritory invelved.

In Tthnie vielnity fthne mexinum sutnorized shneed for freignt
) ¥ &1
trains is &5 miles per nour, snd for tne 1lipnt engine involved
I 3
moving in beckward nction, 25 mileg per nour.

Degeriontion of Accident

Extra ©142 YWeet, a wect-oovund freignt train, was operated
via tne cut-off and stopped at McKenzie on track 3 at ©:15

p. m., sccording to the digpatener's record of movement of
traing. Scon aflterward tne engine was detac ﬂed and moved



-7 - 2641

vestward on track 1 to Rawllings where tue engine was susplied
wlti water and tnen wes moved eastward in bacgward motion on
track 1. Wrlle thicg engine was moving against the current of
traffic oa track 1 at an estianated speed of 15 miles per hcur
it collided witnh Exira 7105 West at a point 1,235 feet weat
cf tne staticn at Polomac.

Extra 7103 Ves*, a wect-hound Irelgnt traln, conslsted of
engine 7105, 3L loaded und 37 erpty cars and a ccboose. At
Cunberland, 2.3 milcs east of Potonac, a terminsl air-brake
test vas nede ard Tue traes IOrnictiouned »nroperly. Tiils trein
departed from Cumbtcrlend ot 3:42 p. m., accoraing to the die-
patcher's record ol ncvement ol tiraine, and passed lcKenzie
at ©:58% 0. m. fLne estwhrrd nome eignsl Ifc» track 1 alsplayed
mediwum qﬁ§roach. Vile Shle trein wes moving at an ecestimated

speed of 25 mlles mer aour 1t colilided with engine 6149

From an enfinc roving in eithar direetioa, 1n trne vicinity
of the moint o1 acc'éent, the view of an engl.e evorcacning on
Traciz 1 Jrem ine oonoglt~ directlon is rertricted To ¢ distance
of arproximately S20 fee’, bec~use of trece on the sovtn side
of tiie trock and tr.ck curvaiturs.

The lencder of engine €149 was Cersiled to tne scuin eond
stopped, tadly damaged, acrozs tracik 2. The llo. 1 valir ol
driving wreels of eﬁglﬂe 6142 wves dereiled, the cao wes
demoliened cnd thne rear-znd eneline-frame wes bent. Engine 71038
vas derziled Lo tae coutihr and svopped, OaQWy Comezged, on ils

ert gidz cn trecx 2 and persllel to 1t. The firet & care ond
tae twansy-second to trirty-taird cors, inclusive
1

1 were dersilcd
end ccnsicersvly doneged.

b4

It wre clorr at tae time of the accldent, wrilch cccurred
about 70 p. m.

Tne erployees irjured vere the engineer and the fireman
of engine €149, ond lne engineer tihie firemsn and the front
brakemen cf Extra 72CE Wast

The rvles governing operatica on tns line involved provide
tnat movements egninst the curvent of traffic muset be autunor-
ized by traln crd=r. Crocecover moverments from one maln treck
to procead oa cnotner main track witn tis current of traffic
must be outhorized DY the sic.nrlmen. All the emplojyees in-
volved undersiood tncse roguircments.

Enoine 6149 depertad from Rawlings and wag moving eastward
agalrst tre current of traffic on *rcicx 1 as it epproacned thne



point wnere the accident occcurred. Tne engline wes ncodad

westwerd oand tne speed wng about 15 miles per nour. Tha first

tne engincmen were aware of anytiing belng wrong was wnen tae
collislon occcurred. Thnere waz no condition of ergine 6149 .
tnat diglrected tne 2ttention oI tne engiremen or obscured

trelr vigicrn.

Ag Extra 7103 Yegt was avproscalng the noint waere tue
accifent cccurred tne sneed woe about 25 niles per novr. VYo
train orderc alfecting tue movement of thnie trein on track 1
nad been lestea. Tae
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e1ginemcn end ine front prakeman Were
raintelaing a lookout she<d, vut tne filrst tacy were aware of
gnytning beinz wrouz wsg wnen ke ccllislicn oceurrsd. Tho
firemen said e OD““LYC& simultaneously signal 1E53 digplaring
a nrocead indication and an esarine roving esggtward at a Doint
o012 dlsgtunce eagt of that eioral, =ut e tnougnlt tae enzine
vag on (racs 2.

Encine ©14% wag nod cutoorizel by trfn orcer o move fron
Rawlin_.= %o Mchenzia on %iecs I efmirst ore current of tratffic,
end no Tlo., frotecilon was provideil Yo orctecd tne novement.

Ine englin.er ned crorge of tns wovement. Tne front brakesnan
was ingtructed by t.e englineer tc remain vwita trhe treln on
track & at Lc¥erziz, but he was ot inetructed to orovide rro-
tection Tor tae retirn movermsnt. Tie enmgineer egold ne wag
fvlly ewore o) ine requiremens *nat “ne ﬁvement to licKenrzie
be autrorized oy traoin order hut ne negle cted to call tne
operator beforc svoiting vack. Hod tne euginecr cormunicated
witn tne oreretor nL MeXenrzie and onhteined autiority for engine
€149 to returz *to eKerzie, in accordencs with tne requirements
of tre rulce, thile =ccident would nave been averted.

Coure

It is found tnat thie cecident was coucged by ~n engine
meving azninet the current of traffic witiicut autnority.

Loted at Wasnington, T. O., tnis fourteentn
dey of December, 194%,

Ey the Commisesion, Commissioner Patterson.

W. P. BARTEL, .

Secretary.



