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Railroad:
Date:
Location:

Kind of accident:

Equipment involved:

Train number:

Engline numbers:

Consiets:

Estirnated speeds:

Operation:

Tracks:

eatner:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:
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1)

Beltimore an nio

a

e
Octcher 25, 1946
Tivccln Park, N, Y.

Collision

Cut of cers : Frelgnt trein

+ Txtre 4732-4430
East

: 4’759 an&i 4 480
62 cars + Ceboose

Starding 1 12, p. 4,

Timetable, train orders ard automatic
cck-signal system; yard limits

~1n
1~
:)1

a

tongent; 0,¢ percent descend-

Double;
i grade eastward

.
A
n

o
)

Fogey

ured

i

2 killed; 2 in

Switcn beirg opened immediately
in front of approachlng traln



TOPERSTATE COMIERCE COMMISTION

TIVEETICGATION N0, 3031

1 THE MATTER OF MAKINC ACCIDENT INVESTIGATIC!" REPTRTS
CIIDER THE ACCIDENT PZFCRTS ACT OF IIAY 3 1910

THE BALTIVIORT A'™D OEIQ RATIROAD CONFANY
November 28, 194¢

Accicent at Lincoln Park, M, Y., on October 26, 1247
caused by a2 switen belnz opecrned immediately in
front of an avnroacninrg train,

REPORT OF 7FT J0IISSIONT

PATTERSCN, Zommissioner:

)

On October 26, 194€, tnere was z collision between a
freignt train and cars or an auxiliary track on tne Relti-
more and Onio Reilrocad at Linceln Park, XN, V,, wnlca re-
fulted in tn: deatn of two emnlorees, and tne injury of

P

two employeces.

1Under autnority of section 17 {2) of tne Interstats Com-
merce Act thne above-entitled vroceedins was referred by the
Commission to Commish¢oneL Patterson feor ccnsideration and
disvosition,
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Location of Acgjgeggﬂpgi € irod cf h‘Deratlon

Tnis accident cccurred or inect part of the Buffalo Tivision
eXtLh¢iﬁg between Asnford aAQ Bocuester, MW, ¥V,, 295.2 miles, &
double-track line in thu vicinitv of tne poiat of eccident, owver
vriern trains noving igr. Tne clrrent of trafiic are opsrated .o°
tlmetaole, troin orders and an autormatic blocl-signal system,
Witrnia 7ard limits at Lincol:. Pari, ©91.8 miles east of Asnford,

two suxi1i eary tracxs, designat~d fron nortn %o soutn as trecis

—_ o
A

Yo, 1 an&d i'o. 2 perallel tne main tracks on the soutn, A

’ -
lead track €5 fe~t long connects txe west ends of tne euxiliery
tracks ard thne eastword nein tracx Tnc west ard east switcnes

Y w

of taz lead track are aDJPOX“URtely .04 miles east of the west

varc-linit sign, Tae au01aetu occurred on track No., 2 at a
point 260 feet east of “he west lesd-track sriten., The eastwerd

mein track is tangent tircugnovt a GlSu nce of about 1 mile
iminediately west of TLE vest lead-track sitch and a consideranle
distrnce eestward, Trno grade 1g 0.5 percent descending eastward,

—

1ne switenstendas ¢of tn
are of on~ aesnd- turo lovi=-

stond typne, Yne west switch is oro-
vided witn en cil-ouroir> 1

.mp pra. two targets, Tne centers

LY

enst and weSt lead—~tracy switcnes
t

f’ ™ CI‘ W

of ths lenses and t.e targe ﬁre, respectively, 2 feet 6 incaes
end 1 foot 7 irncnes adove tze tops of the ties ard 7 feet 2
incnes scouth of lne ceaterlin: of tre eastwerd malin track, Wnen
tne switch ie lined roraally ¢ green target, 1 foot & incnes by
7-1/« irncnes, end & grecn lijht are disnla;e at rignt angles

to tne treck., "noa thne switcn ig 1insd for entry to tne lead
track a red teﬁEet 1 foot incnes by 5-1/4 incnes, and a red
lignt are displeyed at rirnt angles to tne track. Yo Llaup or
ovner 1llumineting desvice ig provideld on tnn switcanstend of the

gast leal-track svitcn

ring easi-bound movements on tne

Avtomatic sigral , ~over
1,256 fecet west of the west lead-track
o ta

rr

eastward mein traciz, i
switcn, Tnies elgneal 1
tne 1unvolved aspects a
are as follows:

¢ color-position-lignt type, and
responding indications and names

A8nect Infication Name
"mite marxer lignt roceed, wrevnaring to Approacn.
abcve two yellow aton at next signal,
lignts in diagonal % % %
~pgition to tne ‘rein exceeding nedium
risnt spoeed must At once
reduce tc tust soeed,
"mite nmarker lignt Stop, tnen procced at 8too and
above two red restricted sneed * * % Proceed,

lignte in norizon-
tal positicn
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Tne controlling circuits are so arranged tnat wnen tne block
immediately east of automatic signal 20, located 5,141 feet
east of signal 28, is occupied and tne west lead-track switcen
is in normal position, signal 28 displeys proceed-preparing-
to-stop-at-next-signal. When the west lead-track swiftcn is
lined for entry to tne lead track, signal 28 cdisplays stop-
tnen-proceed-at-restricted-speed,

Operating rules read in part as follows:
SPEED RESTRICTIONS.

Normal Speed--The maximum speed permitted by timetables
for main track movements,

Medium Speed--One-nalf tne normal speed, not to exceed
thirty (30) niles per nour.

Restricted Speed--Proceed, prepared to stop
snort of train, obstruction, or anytning
that may regulre tne speed o7 a train to
be reduced,

"24. Waen cars are pushed by an engine, % % ¥
2 valte 1lignt must bs disvlayed on tne front of the
leading car by nignt.

93 . % % %

P
%
R

Two or More Tracks,

itnin yard limits the mein tracks may be used
clearing first-class trains as prescribed by tne
rules and protecting against all other treains,

Note--"nere block signal rules arc in effect "krown
to be clear" includes when tracl is known to b~ clear
py signal indication.

103, Wnen cars are pusned by an engine, ¥ % % g
frainman must take a consnicuous pcsition on tne front
of tne leading car,

.\
|
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Tne maximum authorized speeds in this territory are 55
miles per nhour for passenger trains and 35 miles per hour for
freight treains. . :

Description of Accident. )

Ixtra 4739-4480 East, consisting of a caboose and englnes
4730 and 4480, neaded rast, in the order named, passed signral
26, vwnich displayed nroceed-preparing-to-stop-at-next-signal,
and was moving on tane eastwerd main track at an estimated speed
of 15 miles per nour when it entered the lTead track at tne
west switecn, tnen entered track No. 2 at the east switch and
collicded vitn the west car of a cut of 62 cars, inich were
standing on track No. 2 immediately east of tne east switcn.

Tne caboose of Extra #732-4480 Hast was demolisned. The
front end of englne 4725 and tne most westerly two cars on
track o, 2 vere sligntly damaged,

The weatner was foggy and 1t was dark at tne time of
tge accident, wnicn oceocurred about 5:35 a. m,

Tne front brakeman and trpe middle brakeman were killed,
and the conductor anid tne flagman were injured,

Tne caboose of Exira 4738-448C %ast was of steel-under-
frame and wood-superstructure constrvction, At the time of
tne accident a bacx-up nose was attachned to *tne bre%e-pipe
nose at th: east end of the caboose, Tnis back-up nose was
so arranged tnst wnen tne velve was open brake-plpe air wculd
be vented to tne atmosvnere anrd the train brakes would become
applied, In addition, tne caboose was provided witn a warning
wnlstle operated from eitner platform by means of a cord,

During tne 30-day period preceding tric day tne accident
occurred, tne average dally movement on tais district was 24,9
trains,

Discussion

Extra 47539-4480 %ast consisted of engines 4739 and 4480,
in forward motion, and a cabpose, wnicn was being pusned anead
of tne engiﬁ% . As tnis train was anHroaening tne. point wnere
the accldent occurred tre speed was about 1% miles per hour.
Tne conctuctor was maintainirgs a lookout anead from tne east
platform of tne caboose end a lignted white lantern was dis-
played on tiae platform. 1hz flagman and two brakemen were
Inside tne caboose, Tne enctiremen of eacn engine were main-
talning a lookout anead. Signal 28, located 1,236 feet west
of tne west lead-track switen, xlhola 'ed proceed-preparing-to-
stop-at-next-signal, Tae ccnducucr and botn englineers said
tnet from tne time their train passed signal 23 and until tne
train wee a snort distance west of the west lead-track switch
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tne switch lamp of that sviten displayed a green aspect. Tnen
tneir view of .ne swriteh lamp was obscured by a person wno was
nolding o lighted white lontern and stending just west of tne
switcnstand, The first tnat any member of tne aew of Extra
4739-4450 knew of anytning being wrong was immediately before .
tne caboose entered the turnout; then the conductor observed
tnat the .switecnpoints were in position for entry to tne turnout
end ne Jumped from the caboose, Immediately afterward tne
englneer ¢f the first engine saw stop signals being glven by
the petrson standing at the switcn, and hc moved the brake valve
to emergency position, The speed of Extra 47320-4480 Tast was
about 12 miles per hour wien tne collislon occurred,

Tne investigation disclosed thet the employee wno operated
tne west leed-track switcn immediately in front of Extra 4739-
4480 Tast was a brakeman of tne crew of Extra 4741-440¢ “est,
Tne engines of tnat train were en route westward on tne westward
main track to a crcssover, located about 1,030 fe-t west of the
west lead-trock switca, wnere tre englres were to be crossed
over to tne eastward main track, thence to procced eastward on
tre eastward main track and througn tne lead-track to tracx No.
2, wnere tne engines were to be coupled to tne cars on track No.
2. The brekeman of Ixtra 4741-440¢ West saild thet he did not
see or near EIxtra 4739-4430 East until immediately after he
operated tne west lead-track switcn, and tne front portion of
that train entered tae turnout beforc ze covla crhange thne
position of tne switch,

In additlon to tne present accident, during the past 15
years tre Commission has investigated nineteen accidents wnicn
resulted from tns opening of switcnes immediately in front of
approacning trains, similar to tne accident under discussion,

. Tnese accidents resulted in tne deatn of 29 and tne injury of

425 persons, If the west lead-track switcn at Lirnccln Park
nad been provided witn electric switcn-locking, it would not
nave peen possible to operate tne switcn immediately 1In front
of Extra 4739-4480 Tast,

Tause

It is found tnot thnis accident was caused by a switecn
being epened immédiately in “front of "an‘sppseaching tiain,

Dated at Wasnington, ™, C., tnis twenty-fifth (‘
day of November, 194€,

By tnz Commission, Commirsioner Patterson.

** P, BARTEL,

Secretary.
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