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SUMMARY 

Date: 
Railroad: 
Location: 
Kind of accident; 
Equipment involved 

Engine numbers: 

Consist: 
Speeds: 
Operation: 
Tracks: 

Weather: 
Time: 
Casualties: 
Cause: 

February 5, 1954 
Baltimore and Ohio 
WJ Tower, near Wilmington, Del. 
Side collision 
Locomotive 

Diesel-electric 
unit '419 

Standing 
Signal indications 

: Passenger 
train 

; Diesel-electric 
units 59A and 
59X 

: 13 care 
: 75 m. p. h. 

Double; O^O 1 curve; 0.34 percent 
ascending grade westward 
Clear ' 
9:54 a. m, 
13 injured 
Locomotive fouling main track 
immediately In front of approaching 
train 
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REPORT NO. 3554 

I N THE MATTER OP MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910. 

THE BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAILROAD COMPANY 

March 2 , 1954 

A c c i d e n t a t WJ T o w e r , near W i l m i n g t o n , D e l . , on F e b r u a r y 5, 
1954.. caused by a l o c o m o t i v e f o u l i n g a main t r a c k 
i m m e d i a t e l y i n f r o n t o f an a p p r o a c h i n g t r a i n . 

1 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

JOHNSON, Chairman: - -

On February 5, 1964, t h e r e was a s i d e c o l l i s i o n be tween 
a l o c o m o t i v e and -a p a s s e n g e r t r a i n on the B a l t i m o r e and Ohio 
R a i l r o a d a t WJ Tower , near W i l m i n g t o n , D e l . , which r e s u l t e d 
i n t h e I n j u r y o f t h r e e p a s s e n g e r s , f o u r p o s t a l e m p l o y e e s , two 
d i n i n g - c a r employees , - one t r a i n baggageman, one mechan ica l 
depa r tmen t e m p l o y e e , and t T /o t r a i n - s e r v i c e e m p l o y e e s . 

" 1 ~ ~ 
Under a u t h o r i t y o f s e c t i o n 17 ( 2 ) o f the I n t e r s t a t e Com

merce A c t the a b o v e - e n t i t l e d p r o c e e d i n g was r e f e r r e d by the 
Commission to Chairman Johnson f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n and 
d i s p o s i t i o n . 

INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 
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L o c a t i o n o f . A c c i d e n t and Method o f O p e r a t i o n 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on that p e r t of t he B a l t i m o r e 
D i v i s i o n e x t e n d i n g be tween Farfc Junction, P a , , and Camden 
S t a t i o n , B a l t i m o r e , K d . , 97 ,5 ailea. I n the v i c i n i t y o f 
the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t t h i s is & d o u b X e - t r c c k l i n e , o v e r 
which t r a i n s moving w i t h the ouriP©nt of t r a f f i c a re o p e r 
a t e d by s i g n a l i n d i c a t i o n s supplemented by an i n t e r m i t t e n t 
i n d u c t i v e a u t o m a t i c t r a i n - a t o p sys tem. Prom n o r t h to 
south t h e main t r a c k s a r e d e s i g n a t e d a s N o . 1 , wes tward , 
and N o . 2 , e a s t w a r d . A t Wl l s roore , D e l . , 2 9 . 2 m i l e s w e s t 
o f Park J u n c t i o n , y a r d t r a c k s p a r a l l e l t r a c k N o , 1 on the 
no r th and t r ack N o . 2 on t h e sou th , These y a r d t r a c k s 
ex tend be tween Elsm£re J u n c t i o n , 0 , 7 m i l e e a s t o f W i l s m e r e , 
and WJ To ' e r , 1.2 m i l e s v e s t o f Wi lnmera . A t the wes t end 
o f the ya rd the t r a c k which p a r a l l e l s t r a c k N o . 1 on the 
n o r t n i s d e s i g n a t e d as t r a c k N o . 3 . The two t r a c k s which 
p a r a l l e l t r a c k N o . 2 on the sou th ar^ d e s i g n a t e d from 
n o r t h t o so^ th as t r a c k No , 24 and t r a c k No , 4 , Track N o . 
4 c o n v e r g e s w i t h t r a c k N o . 24 and w i t h t r a c k N o , 2 a t 
s w i t c h e s l o c a t e d , r e s p e c t i v e l y , 290 f e e t and 119 f e e t e a s t 
o f WJ T o w e r . I m m e d i a t e l y wes t o f WJ Tower & t r a l l i n g -
p o l n t c r o s s o v e r c o n n e c t s t r a c k s N o s . 1 and 2 . A n o t h e r 
c r o s s o v e r , which i s l oc r . t^d o p p o s i t e tne wes t s w i t c h o f 
t r a c k N o , 4 , connec t s t r a c k s N o s . 1 and 3 . T i l l s cross-* 
o v e r i s t r a i l l n p - p o l n t f o r wes t -bound movements on t r a c k 
N o . 1 . The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d wes t o f the f o u l i n g p o i n t 
be tween t r a c k s N o s . 2 and 4, and 167 f t e t e a s t o f the 
p o l n t - o f - s - ' l t c h a t t h e wes t end o f t r a c k N o . 4 , From the 
e a s t on the main t r a c k s t h e r e a r e , i n s u c c e s s i o n , a t a n g e n t 
o v e r 1,000 f e e t i n l e n r t i , and a u ° 3 0 l cu rve to the l e f t 
148 f e e t to the n o i n t o f a c c i d e n t and 592 f e e t w e s t w a r d . 
From the wes t t h e r e a r e , i n s u c c e s s i o n , a t a n g e n t 1,5 
mi le& i n l e n g t h , a 1 ° 1 0 ' cu rve to the r i g h t 957 f e e t , and 
the c u r v e on which the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . A t t h e p o i n t o f 
a c c i d e n t the g r ade on t r a c k N o . 4 I s 0.05 p e r c e n t a s c e n d 
i n g wes tward , and the ^ rade on t r a c k No, 2 i s 0 . 3 4 p e r c e n t 
d e s c e n d i n g e a s t w a r d , 

A u t o m a t i c s i g n a l 642 and s e m i - a u t o m a t i c s i g n a l 1, 
g o v e r n i n g eas t -bound movements on t r a d e N o . 2 , a r e l o c a t e d , 
r e s p e c t i v e l y , 2 .09 m i l e s and $02 f e e t wes t o f the p o i n t o f 
a c c i d e n t . These s i g n a l s a r e o f t h e c o l o r - p p o i t i o n - l l c h t t y p e 
and a r e app roach l i g h t e d . A s p e c t s a p p l i c a b l e , t o t h i s 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n and t h e c o r r e s p o n d i n g i n d i c a t i o n s end names 
a r e as f o l l o w s : 
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S i g n a l Aspeot Indication Name 
642 
1 

642 

Two green lights 
In vertical 
position under 
one white light 

Two yellow lights 
In diagonal 
position to right 
under one white 
light 

Proceed. 

Pro ceed, prepared 
to stop at next 
signal. Train 
exceeding medium 
speed when indi
cation is seen 
must take action 
at once to reduce 
to medium speed, 
or slower If 
necessary. 

Clear. 

Approacn, 

Two r e * l i g h t s 
In h o r i z o n t a l 
p o s i t i o n 

Stop 'tor> 

The c o n t r o l l i n g c i r c u i t s a r e so a r r a n g e d tha t when the r o u t e 
i s l i n e d f o r an ea s t -bound movement on t r ack N o . 2 and the 
b l o c k s o f b o t h s i g n a l s a r e c l e a r , each s i g n a l I n d i c a t e s P r o 
c e e d , When the t r a c k s e c t i o n i m m e d i a t e l y e a s t o f s i g n a l 1 
I s o c c u p i e d , s i g n a l 642 i n d i c a t e s Approach and s i g n a l 1 
i n d i c a t e s S t o p . 

The shunt f o u l i n g c i r c u i t s on t r a c k s N o s . 24 and 4 
ex tend d i s t a n c e s o f 352 f e e t and 365 f e e t , r e s p e c t i v e l y , 
e a s t o f the m a i n - t r a c k s w i t c h . The J o i n t b a r s a t the 
I n s u l a t e d J o i n t s a t t h e ends o f these c i r c u i t s a r e p a i n t e d 
w h l t e . 

The m a i n - t r a c k s w i t c h e s and the e a s t s w i t c h o f the 
c r o s s o v e r between t r a c k s N o * . 1 and 5 a t W Tower a r e 
o p e r a t e d manual ly by t h e o p e r a t o r . The s w i t c h s tands a r e 
o f t he l o w - s t a n d g r o u n d - t h r o w t y p e and a r e e l e c t r i c a l l y 
l o c k e d . L e v e r s a r e p r o v i d e d r h l c n c o n t r o l s i g n a l 1 and 
a l s o s i g n a l 2L, g o v e r n i n g wes t -bound movements on t r ack 
N o . 1, and s i g n a l 2R, g o v e r n i n g west -bound movements on 
t r r c k N o , 3 , The l a t t e r two s i g n a l s a r e l o c a t e d a p p r o x i 
m a t e l y 290 f e e t e a s t o f WT T o w e r . The c i r c u i t s a r e so 
a r r a n g e d t n a t when t h e l e v e r s a r e i n normal p o s i t i o n each 
c o n t r o l l e d s i g n a l d i s p l a y s i t s most r e s t r i c t i v e a s p e c t . 
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Under th i s condi t ion the switches may be opera ted . While 
a l e v e r i s in p o s i t i o n to cause a s igna l to d i sp l ay an 
aspect to proceed, a l l switches in the route governed by 
that s igna l are l ocked . A f t e r a s igna l d i s p l a y s an aspect 
to proceed, tne p o s i t i o n of a awitoh in the rou te coverned 
by that s ignal cannot be changed u n t i l the l e v e r c o n t r o l l i n g 
the s igna l has been p laced in p o s i t i o n to cause the s i g n a l 
to d i s p l a y i t s most r e s t r i c t i v e 4*sp«ofc* a time i n t e r v a l o f 
4 minutes has e lapsed, and the l&ttvr riae then been p laced 
i n f u l l normal p o s i t i o n . 

This c a r r i e r ' s opera t ing r u l e s read in pa r t as f o l l o w s : 

B. Employes must know and o-bey the ru les and Spec ia l 
I n s t r u c t i o n s . * * * They must a s s i s t each other in 
ca r ry ing out the ru l e s and Spec ia l I n s t ruc t i ons * * * 

DEFINITIONS 

Medium %>eed—A speed not exs©£#i«ff t h i r t y ( 3 0 ) mi les 
p e r hour. 

R e s t r i c t e d Speed—Proceed, preoarod to stop short o f : 
t r a i n , o b s t r u c t i o n , improperly l i l t ed switch or broken 
r a i l . ' 

13 ( A ) . Where Tioyeurent o f t r a i n s 1 i s governed by hand 
s igna l s g iven by swi tchtenders , the f o l l o w i n g i nd i ca t i ons 
w i l l govern: - < 1 1 

Green s igna l s f o r eastward or northward movements. 

Y e l l o w s igna l s f o r westward or southward movements, 

104. * * * : 

Engines o r t r a i n s moving out of t racks must not f o u l 
c learance po in t u n t i l switch i s p rope r ly l i n e d . 

# # # 

Firemen. 

887 . They must keep a v i g i l a n t lookout ; observe a l l 
s igna l s and p o s i t i o n of swi tches; * * * * * When necessary, 
they must c a l l a t t en t i on of the engineer to any condi t ion 
a f f e c t i n g the movement o f t he i r t r a i n . 

# * # 



- 8 - 3554 

T i m e t a b l e s p e c i a l I n s t r u c t i o n s read in p a r t as f o l l o w s : 

1 1 . HAND SIGNALS AND FLAGGING. 

# * • 

S w i t c h t e n d e r s h a n d l i n g main t r a c k s w i t c h e s a t 
f o l l o w i n g l o c a t i o n s : 

# * * 

WJ Tower ( O p e r a t o r ) . 

# # # 

1 6 . YARDS. 

# # # 

THE FOLLOWING TRACKS ARE YARD RtTNNm- TRACKS: 

WJ Tower to E l smere J u n c t i o n — 

N o , 4 t r a c k — S e c o n d t r a c k south o f N o . 2 t r a c k 
be tween WJ Tower and W i l s m e r e . F i r s t t r a c k 
south o f eastbound y a r d be tween tfilsmere and 
Elsmere J u n c t i o n , e a s t w a r d . 

Movements a g a i n s t the c u r r e n t o f t r a f f i c w i l l no t be 
made e x c e p t on w r i t t e n i n s t r u c t i o n s from Yardmas te r a t 
W i l s m e r e . 

# # # 

The maximum a u t h o r i z e d speed f o r p a s s e n g e r t r a i n s on 
t r a c k N o . 2 i s 80 m i l e s p e r hour . 

D e s c r i p t i o n o f A c c i d e n t 

Abou t 9 .45 a. m. the y a r d m a s t e r a t Wi l smere d e l i v e r e d 
to the c r e w o f D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c u n i t 419 w r i t t e n i n s t r u c t i o n s 
r e a d i n g a s f o l l o w s : 

Eng 419 use #4 Track from S c a l e House 
t o WJ Tower Track p r o t e c t e d by o p e r a t o r 
a t WJ Tower 
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L o c o m o t i v e 419 was a s s i g n e d to ya d s e r v i c e a t W i l s m e r e . I t 
d e p a r t e d from a p o i ^ t on t r a c k N o . 4 a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3,775 f e e t 
e a s t o f WJ Tower , p r o c e e d e d wes tward on t r a c k N o . 4 , and 
s topped w i t h the f r o n t end w e s t o f the f o u l i n g p o i n t be tween 
t r a c k s N o s . 2 and 4, and 167 f e e t e a s t o f t h e " p o i n t - o f - s w i t c h 
a t the wes t end o f t r a c k N o . 4 . I m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r w a r d the 
end o f tne f r o n t hamper beam on the r l r -h t s i d e o f the l o c o r 
m o t i v e was s t ruck by the end o f the p i l o t beam on the r i g h t 
s i d e o f t r e f i r s t D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c u n i t o f N o . 2 , 

N o . 2 , an eas t -bound f i r s t - c l a s s p a s s e n g e r t r a i n , con-* 
s l s t e d o f D l e s e l - e l e c t r l c u n i t s 59A and 59X, c o u p l e d i n 
m u l t i p l e - u n i t c o n t r o l , one b a g g a g e - m a l l c a r , one combina t i on 
b a g g a g e - p a s s e n g e r c a r , f i v e c o a c h e s , one d i n i n g c a r , and f i v e 
s l e e p i n g c a r s , i n the o r d e r named. A l l c a r s w e r e o f a l l - ' s t e e l 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . T h i s t r a i n passed S ' n g e r l y , M d . , 1 3 , 9 m i l e s 
wes t o f WJ Tower and the l a s t open o f f i c e , a t 9*43 a, m,, 5 
minutes l a t e , p a s e e d s i g n a l 642 , which i n d i c a t e d P r o c e e d , 
passed s i g n a l 1, wh ich i n d i c a t e d £ t o p , and w h i l e moving o t 
a speed o f 75 m i l e s p e r hour I t s t ruck yard l o c o m o t i v e 419 , 

"£ard l o o o m o t l v e 419 s topped on t r a c k N o . 4 w i t h the 
f r o n t end 171 f e e t e a s t o f the ^ o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . I t was n o t 
d e r a i l e d but was c o n s i d e r a b l y damaged. Botn D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c 
u n i t s , t he f i r s t t o the n in th ^ a r s , i n c l u s i v e , and the f r o n t 
t ruck o f the t e n t h car o f No, 2 were d e r a i l e d t o the n o r t h . 
The t r a i n s topped "1th the f r o n t o f the l o c o m o t i v e 938 f e e t 
eas t o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . T1 e d e r a i l e d equipment 
remained u p r i g h t and a p p r o x i m a t e l y i n l i _ r t e w i t h the t r a c k . A 
s e p a r a t i o n o c c u r r e d b e t w e e n t h e 1 1 1 r d and the f o u r t h c a r s . 
Bo th D l e s e l - e l e c t r l c u n i t s were b a d l y d a ^ - e d , the f i r s t t o 
the n i n t h r-ars, i n c l u s i v e , were c o n s i d e r a l l y damaged, and 
the t e n t h car was s l i g h t l y damaged. 

The y a r d conduc to r o f l o c o m o t i v e 419 and the f l agman o f 
N o . 2 w e r e i n j u r e d . 

The w e a t h e r was c l e a r a t t h e t ime o f the a c c i d e n t , wh ich 
o c c u r r e d a t 9 .54 a. m. 

D l e s e l - e l e c t r l c u n i t 419 i s o f the lOOC-horsepoxtfer 
s w i t c h e r t y p e . 
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D l s e u s s l o n 

On the day o f the a c c i d e n t an e x t r a yard c r e w was 
p e r f o r m i n g s w i t c h i n g s e r v i c e a t W i l s m e r e w3 th l o c o n o t i v e 419 . 
S n o r t l y a f t e r 9 :30 a . m. t h i s c rew c o u p l e d the l o c o m o t i v e 
t o the wes t end of a ca r on a t r a c k n o r t h o f the main t r a c k s , 
e n t e r e d t r a c k N o . 3 , c r o s s e d from t r a c k No. 3 to t r ack No , 4 
a t WJ Tower , and pushed the c a r e a s twa rd on t r a c k I T d, 4 to a 
p o i n t a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3 ,775 f e e t eas t o f WJ T o w e r , ^ f t e r the 
car was d e t a c h e d , t he c r e w r e c e i v e d -ur i t ten i n s t r u c t i o n s from 
the y a r d m a s t e r t o r e t u r n to WJ Tower on t r a c k Mo. 4 . They 
i n t e n d e d t o c r o s s from t r a c k N o . 4 to t r a c ^ N o . 5 a t WJ Tower 
and then resume s w i t c h i n g o p e r a t i o n s on the yard t r a c k s n o r t h 
o f t h e main t r a c k s . 

^s y a r d l o c o m o t i v e 419 was moving* wes tward on t r a c k N o . 
4 the speed was about 10 m i l e s p e r hour , as e s t i m a t e d by the 
e n g i n e e r . The e n g i n e e r and the f i r e m a n were i n t h e i r r e s p e c 
t i v e p o s i t i o n s i n the c o n t r o l compartment , the y a r d conduc to r 
was s e a t e d e i t h e r on the f i r e m a n ' s s e a t box o r on the f i r e m a n 
f o o t r e s t , and two yard brakemen w e r e s e a t e d be tween the 
e n g i n e e r and the f i r e m a n . The y a r d brakemen were f a c i n g 
toward t h e r e a r . The l o c o m o t i v e Tra i headed weptward , and the 
c o n t r o l compartment was a t t h e e a s t end o f the u n i t . The 
e n g i n e e r s a i d t h a t h i s s i d e window was c l o s e d and ne was 
m a i n t a i n i n g a l o o k o u t aheac" f rom the f r o n t window o f t h e 
c o n t r o l compartment . He s a i d t h a t , as the l o c o m o t i v e 
approacned the end o f t r a c k N o . 4 , he reduced the speed 
and p r e p a r e d to s top s n o r t o f the i n s u l a t e d j o i n t s a t the 
end o f the shunt f o u l i n g c i r c u i t . He i n t e n d e d to remain 
a t t h a t p o i n t u n t i l t h e s w i t c h e s were l i n e d f o r the movement 
o f h i s l o c o m o t i v e and he r e c e i v e d a hand s i g n a l to p r o c e e d . 
He s a i d t ha t the w h i t e j o i n t ba^s a t the i ; s u ^ a t e d j o i n t s 
a r e n o t e a s i l y seen from t h e r e v e l o f the c o n t r o l compar t 
ment, and tha t he f a i l e d to spe them as the l o c o m o t i v e 
a p p r o a c h e d . The l o c o m o t i v e e n t e r e d the shunt f o u l i n c c i r c u i t 
and o v e r r a n the f o u l i n g p o i n t be tween t r a c k s N o s . A and 2 
b e f o r e the e n g i n e e r r e a l i z e d t h a t he had passed the i n s u l a t e d 
j o i n t s . A t a p p r o x i m a t e l y the same t i m e tha t the e n g i n e e r 
became aware t h a t the l o c o m o t i v e was f o u l i n g t r a c k No , 2 , 
t he ya rd conduc to r c a l l e d t ha t t r a i n No . 2 was a p p r o a c h i n g . 
The e n g i n e e r i m m e d i a t e l y s topped the l o c o m o - t i v e , p l a c e d tne 
r e v e r s e r i n p o s i t i o n f o r backward m o t i o n , and opened the 
t h r o t t l e . The c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d b e f o r e the l o c o m o t i v e cou ld 
be s t a r t e d . The f i r e m a n sa id t h a t he was not e n t i r e l y 
f a m i l i a r w i t h the p h y s i c a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s and the method o f 
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operation In the vicinity of WJ Tower. He said that after 
he read the yardmaster*s instructions authorizing the westward 
movement on track No.'4 he had in mind that the locomotive 
was authorized to proceed directly to WJ Tower. For^this 
reason he was not concerned with the location of the'clearance 
point on track No. 4 and did not warn the other members of 
the crew when the locomotive fouled track No. £. The yard 
conductor said that as the locomotive moved westward on 
track No. 4 he was studying a switch list and was not aware 
of the location of the locomotive until he looked up and 
saw that it was fouling track No, 2 and that train No. 2 
was approaching. He Immediately called a warning to the 
engineer. The yard brakemen were seated in positions from 
which they could not see- the track ahead. They were not 
aware of the location of the locbmotive until immediately 
before tl̂ e collision occurred. 

The operator at WJ Tower said that before locomotive 
419 crossed from track No. 3 to track No, 4 he received 
Instructions from the yardmaster that after the locomotive 
entered track No, 4 he was not to permit another east-bound 
movement on that track until after the locomotive returned to 
WJ Tower, When he received a report that No. 2- had passed 
Slngsrly, the locomotive had entered track No, 4 and the switches 
had oeen restored to position for movement on track No, 2. 
The operator then placed the controlling lever in position 
to lock the switches and to cause signal 1 to display an 
aspect to proceed. A short time later he saw locomotive 419 
returning on track No. 4 , He expected that the locomotive 
would stop east of the clearance point on track No. 4, and 
remain there until the switches had been lined for movement 
from track No, 4 to track No, 1 and he had given a hand sig
nal. As No, 2 was closely approaching signal ,1, the visual 
indicators in the operator's office indicated that the 
indication of signal 1 changed from Proceed to Stop. The 
operator then saw that locomotive 41$ had passed the clearance 
point on track No, 4. He immediately ran outside and gave stop 
signals. The collision occurred a few seconds later. 

As No. 2 was approaching the point where the accident 
occurred the speed was about 80 miles per hour. The engineer 
and the fireman were maintaining a lookout ahead from the 
control compartment at the front of the locomotive. The mem
bers of the train crew were in various locations in the cars 
of the train. The brakes of the train had been tested and 
had functioned properly when used en route. The enginemen 
said that signal 642 Indicated Proceed. Because of curvature 
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of the t rack, the v iew of s igna l 1 frdm an approaching eas t -
bound locomot ive i s r e s t r i c t e d to a d is tance of 820 f e e t . 
When No. 2 reached a p o i n t from which the enginemen could 
obta in a v iew o f t h i s s i g n a l , they observed that the s igna l 
ind ica ted Proceed. When locomot ive 419 entered the shunt 
f o u l i n g c i r c u i t a t the west end of track No. 4, the i n d i c a 
t ion of s ignal 1 changed from Proceed to Stop. The engineer 
of No. 2 saw the i n d i c a t i o n of the s igna l change, and he 
said he thought that a t t h i s ' t i m e h i s locomot ive was about 
600 f e e t west of the s i g n a l . He immediately made an emergency 
a p p l i c a t i o n of the brakes . According to the tape o f the 
speed record ing d e v l o e , the speed was 79 miles per hour when 
the brake a p p l i c a t i o n became e f f e c t i v e and had been reduced 
to 75 mi les per hour when the c o l l i s i o n occurred . 

The painted Joint bars near the end o f t rack No. 4 
mark the Insulated Joints a t the ©nd o f the shunt f o u l i n g 
c i r c u i t . There i s nothing provided to i n d i c a t e the actual 
c learance p o i n t . In the Instant case the engineer of locomot ive 
419 said that he intended to stop short of the painted j o i n t 
bars and that when he f a i l e d to see them he overran the 
f o u l i n g po in t between tracks Nos. 2 and 4 , The c a r r i e r should 
g i v e cons idera t ion to p r o v i d i n g means of more c l e a r l y i n d i c a t i n g 
the l o c a t i o n s of c learance p o i n t s a t switches where other p r o 
t e c t i o n i s not p rov ided . 

Cause 

This acc ident was caused by a locomot ive f o u l i n g a main 
track Immediately in f ron t of an approaching t r a i n . 

Dated at Washington, D. C, , t h i s second 
day of March, 1954. 

By the Commission, Chairman Johnson, 

( S E A L ) GEORGE W. LAIRD, 

Secre ta ry . 


