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D a t e : 

R a i l r o a d • 

I . o t o r c a r r i e r : 

L o c a t i o n : 

Kind o f a c c i d e n t : 

Equipment i n v o l v e d : 

T r a i n number: 

L o c o m o t i v e number: 

C o n s i s t 

Speeds ; 

O p e r a t i o n : 

T r a c k s : 

H l^nway : 

;7ea t n e r : 

T i m e : 

C a s u a l t i e s : 

Cause: 

O c t o b e r 4, 1955. 

B a l t i m o r e and Ohio 

Sophie L i n e s , I n c o r p o r a t e d 

Jest Newton, P a . 

C o l l i s i o n 

F r e i g h t t r a i n 

Dxtra 829 lest 

: T r u c k - t r a c t o r 
; and s e m i t r a i l e r 

D l e s e l - e l e c t r l c u n i t s 
829-A, 833-X and S29-0 

70 c a r s , caboose 

30 m.p .h . : Undetermined. 

S i g n a l Incu lca t ions 

Double ; t a n g e n t ; l e v e l 

Tv/o- lane 

C l e a r 

1.03 p . m . 

5 k i l l e d ; 2 i n j u r e d 

F a i l u r e to s top t r u c k ^ t r a c t o r and 
s e m i t r a i l e r s h o r t o f t r a i n moving 
o v e r a r a l l - n i p ' h w a y g r a d e c r o s s i n g 

SIL u_4RY 
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REPORT N O . 3565 

IN THE iiATTER OF IiAKlNG ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS UNDER 
TRE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF iiAY 6, 191^, *KD THE UOTOR 
CARRIER A C T OF AUGUST 9, 1935, AS AMENDED. 

BALTIMORE *ND OHIO RAILROAD COIiP^NY 
SOPHIE LINES, I N C . , i^SHINGTON, D. C. 

January 9, 1955. 

A c c i d e n t a t Jest Nek ton , P a . , on O c t o b e r 4, 1955, caused by 
f a i l u r e t o s top a m o t o r - t r u c k and. t r a i l e r s h o r t o f a 
t r a i n moving o v e r a r a i l - h i r h w a y g r a d e c r o s s i n g . 

- i_y zj 
REPORT OF THE COi-MISSICN 

CLARKE and TUGGLE, COUiiaSIONSRS: 

On O c t o b e r 4 , 1955, t h e r e was a c o l l i s i o n between a 
f r e i g h t t r a i n on the B a l t i m o r e and Ohio R a i l r o a d and a m o t o r 
t r u c k and. t r a i l e r a t a r a i l - h l ? h w a y e;rade c r o s s i n g a t : e s t 
Newton, P a . , wn ich r e s u l t e d i n the d e a t h o f the d r i v e r o f the 
m o t o r - t r u c k and f o u r o t h e r p e r s o n s , and. t he i n j u r y o f two 
p e r s o n s . 

1 
Under a u t h o r i t y o f s e c t i o n 17 ( 2 ) o f the I n t e r s t a t e Commerce 

A c t the a b o v e - e n t i t l e d p r o c e e d i n g was r e f e r r e d by the Commis
s i o n t o Commissioner C l a r k e f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n and d i s p o s i t i o n . 

2 i 
A u t h o r i t y t o I s s u e and r e l e a s e motor c a r r i e r a c c i d e n t i n 

v e s t i g a t i o n r e p o r t s ( e x c e p t t hose i n which t e s t i m o n y i s t aken a t 
a p u b l i c h e a r i n g ) was d e l e g a t e d t o Commissioner T u r t l e , December 
20, 1954 , 

INTERSTATE COkKERCE CGKMISSION 
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L o c a t i o n -if A c o a d e n t . a n . d j g l ^ ^ d o f O p e r a t i o n 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t h a t p a r t o i the Pittsba.BL 
D i v i s i o n e x t e n d i n g between O^nnellsville and P i t tarure-h, Ea , 
£7 ,8 m i l e ^ . In the v i c i n i t y o f thn o c l n t o f a c c i d e n t i b i s 
m a d o u b l e - t r a c k l i n e , o v e r ^ M c h t r a i l s savin-? w i t h the cur 
r e n t o f t r a f f i c a r e o p e r a t e d by s i g n a l i n d i c a t i o n ? . The n a m 
t r a c k s from n o r t h in s-)Uth a rc d e s i g n a t e d ae N c . 1, w^L^ard, 
and N o . e a s t w a r d . Tne a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d en t r a c k N o . 1 
a t a p o i n t 54 ,38 in l e a w e s t o f C n n n e l l e v i l l e and 538 f e e t 
w^s t o f t he e t a t l o n a t / e s t Newt en, where tne r a i l r o a d i •-
c r o s s e d a t erode by . . a m S t r e e t ( P e n n s y l v a n i a H i ? n ' r a y N o . 
-51). rare-si the cant on the r a i l r o a d t n e r e a r e , i n suoee^"" 
s i o n , a t a n g e n t 3"*l f e e t i n l e n g t h , a 5° e a e v e to the n ^ h o 
oG3 f e e t , and a t s n r m t 495 f e e t to the p o i n t "»f a c c i d e n t 
and 175 f e e t w e s t w a r d . A t the ^ o m t o f a c c i d e n t tne a r ade 
i s p r a c t i c a l l y l e v e l . 

I n the v i c i n i t y o f tne p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , weai-aou-id. 
t r a i n s by t i m e t a b l e d i r e c t i o n move " t e n e r a l l v fron 1 seu th^ to 
n o r t n by compass d i r e c t i o n s . P e n n s y l v a n i a Fi-inway N o . e l 
runs ^ ° n e r s l l / e a s t and w c ^ t , and c r e a s e s the r a i l l i n e a^ 
r i a n t pn,7]CG. bo th I.ein S t r e e t and the b . & C tre-ok<= RLT 
: l i n k e d hv s i d e w a l k s 'Ji th commerc ia l P t r ue lure-! 1 "v>n t i r 4 
upo i them. These b u i l d i n g s p r e v e n t the e n g i n e e r o i a W e s l 
EY ind t r a m from a e e i r r t r a f f i c a r p v r r c n i n r on j a L n S t r e e t , 
a ^ t j i he a c t u a l l y e n t e r s the i n t e r s e c t i o n , a l t h o u g h he has 
an u n o b s t r u c t e d v i e w o f the i n t e r j e c t i o n f o r more tnan 
f e o t . S i m i l a r l y , the d i l ^ e r oi a n i^at fav v e i i i e l e Pporpncn-

f rom tne e - s t , as d i d the Sophie L i n e s t r uck , cannot ^ee 
p-i app roacn in^ t r a i l u n t i l i t i each OP the i n l a r v e o t i m a l -
' )nuvh he l-n-, a c l e a r l i n e o f v i s i o n o f tne in t c m e e t Lea t o r 
p XIT ' / f f f e e t . 

c r o e e m ' T i s w e l l marked, w i t n s t andou t l a i l w n v 
s m r s , arcl a e r n s s i n ^ watchman i s on duty t h e r e 24 bea r s a 
da 1 ' . There i s a rtimtle pos t APPITMR-ITD] l°Cto f o o t ; o . i : h 
TF 1 he c r o s s m ^ . 

A p p r o a c h i n g the l o c a t i o n f ] 0'H the e a s t , as d i d th^ 
r o t o r v e h i c l e , a FÎ  upgrade f ^et i n l e n g t h i s e n c o a n t -
e m d a t a d 2 -;1rnce of . 7 n i l e frnm tho rail c j n ^ ^ r ' . Near 
t bot tom o f t n i s " r a l e i s a s i m warn ing t ruck d r i v e r s PI TF' E e ' .sep n i l l e a d i n g i n t o / e s t NE"trn. T h i r "J1

 r a i d -
" X.hlbR K I L L - A l l Trucks S n i f t t o Low ^-c^r". A t the top 
o"" If 113 h j . l l the h ighway c a t e r s a cu rve o f n o - r l v 40 de r o e s 
to VOV r i a n t , ?7o f e e t i n l e n a t n , and o e ^ i n s to descend i n t o 
J ^ t N o r t o n on a r r a d e ^ f DPOLC taan 9,J, 400 f e e j OCYONL tne R JRVE m a si^r. r e a d i n g - [ f 3 T C b n . boar hundred m e t f m t n e r 
done the h i l l i s a s i m w a i m r ^ a l l t r uck d r i v e r s to s t a y 
' J ow " c a r . A t s'hoi t m t ^ r \ a l 3 o t h e r ' / amima oio;ns a p p e a r . 
T i e / rnad " v ^ b C FINE T racks laast S tay i n Lnr T e a r " ; 

" r ,"T r |o; - boeed 7i'au m G p m a t i e a " ; ' , f 'R_i?7TC SI 1-lab -db^R11, 
and "bo PT % T T ; y ZOI b " . 

http://hj.ll
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The d e s c e n d i n g ^ rade r eacnes a maximum o f 10.5;* about 5@N 
f e e t from the c r o s s i n g . From t h i s p o i n t i t d e c r e a s e s , and i s 
l e v e l a t the g r a d e c r o s s i n g - About 4 o f a m i l e e a ^ t o f tne 
c m s a i n g , the roadway w i d e n s from 22 to 32 f e e t . A t the c r o s s -
ins; t he pavement measures 3? f e e t m w i d t h . 

The r a i l c a r r i e r 1 s o p e r a t i n g r u l e s r e a d m p a i t as i o l l o v s 

I'FC-TNS ^"HISTLT SIG-NALS 

14 . * •* 

N o t e . — The s i g n a l s p r e s c r i b e d a r e i l l u s t r a t e d by " o n 

f ^ r s h o r t sounds and " " f o r l o n g e r sounds- *'~ * 

Sound. I n d i c a t i o n . 

# i« 

( l ) o ^pp coc chins: p u b l i c c r o s s i n g s 
a t "-rede, to or p r o l o n g e d 
o r r e p e a t e d u n t i l c r o s s i n g 
l s r e a c h e d . 

A * 

1 3 . The h e a d l i g h t w i l l be d i s p l a / e d t o the i i o n t 
o f e v e r y t r a m by day and n i g h t . J" * 

The maximum a u t h o r i z e d speed l o r i r c i g h t t r a m s i s 45 
m i l e s p e r n o ^ r , but i s r e s t r i c t e d to 30 m i l e s p e r hour i n tne 
o c i r i t y o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t 

Ord inance Ho 1354-3 o f the Borough o f / e s t Newtjn r e q u i r e s 
tne t a l ] t r u c k s da no end the ^ra de en i . a i n S t r e e t eas t c f tno 
crcssinp" i n l ow e;ear. 

The i . o t o r C i r r i o r 

Gepnie L i n e s , I n c . , i n c o r p o r a t e d under the laws o f the 
D i s t r i c t o f Columbia and a s m ? a carbine; ton , P . C. m a i l i r o : 
a d d r e s s i s a c t u a l l y o p e r a t e d from Henderson , N . C. The 
company h o l d s no a u t h o r i t y t o t r a n s p o r t p r o p e r t y f o r h i r e m 
- i n t e r s t a t e commerce, but f r e q u e n t l y l e a s e s i t s t n r e e t r a c t o r -
c e n i f p ] ] e r c o m b i n a t i o n s t r lumber d e a l e r s l o r i n t e r s t a t e runs 
and t r c e r t i f i c a t e d motor c a r r i e r s f o r r e t u r r t r m s . T n i s use 
o f t e e Sophie L i n e equipment by a u t h o r i z e d motor c a r r i e r s aas 
P e e r , n n - i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r i n e c n t m u i n o ; t h e s e v e n i c l e e i n 
i p c r p f . i c n o i r c r the h i ^ n v a y s . - A t tho t ime o f the a c c i d e n t tne 
v e b \ r l e was oemr? o p e r a t e d by Sopnie L i n e s , I n c . t r a n s p o r t i n g 
- 3 , 4 5 1 boa rd f e e t o f p i n e l i m c e r , f o r n i r e , f rom T a y l o r and 
Thaye r , L o - i s b u r g , Nor th C a r o l i n a , c o n s i g n e d t o a cus tomer i n 
3J J 7 ,abe th , P e n n s y j v a n i a . Tne v e n i c l e ' f?s l o a d e d a t Loa i soure : 
on tn^ morninp 1 o f O c t o b e r 3 j d, and was w e l g n c d a t the H i - /ay 
7 r r r j t j M niio MI 1 e n o r t n o f H^ndei tor . , N o r t h C a r o l i n a , i n tne 
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e a r l / a f t e r n o o n e*f t ha t d a t e . Ko r e c o r d o f the w e i g h t , h o w e v e r , 
has been found . Based on da ta i n : ,arks Handbook, i f the lumber 
was " w e l l s e a s o n e d " , t n i s ca r^o w e i g h e d o v e r 43,000 pounds . I f 
" s h i p p i n g d ry" i t w e i g h e d 45 ,733 pounds; and i f rrreenf 50 ,529 
pounds . I t was n o t l e a r n e d i n t o which c a t e g o r y t h i s shipment f e l l . 

The u o t o r V e h i c l e 

The t r a c t o r o f the h ighway c o m b i n a t i o n was a 1950 C h e v r o l e t , 
3100 S e r i e s , w i t h t w o - s p e e d r e n r a x l e . The b rakes on t h i s v e h i c l e 
w e r e vacuum o v e r h y d r a u l i c . The t r a c t o r was a l s o equ ipped w i t h 
an a i r compres so r and a compressed a i r r e s e r v o i r . T h i s u n i t was 
so c o n p l e t e l y d e m o l i s h e d t h a t i n s p e c t i o n a f t e r the a c c i d e n t r e 
v e a l e d l i t t l e I n f o r m a t i o n a s to I t s mechan ica l c o n d i t i o n , 3 rake 
l i n i n g s on the f r o n t w h e e l s w e r e found t o be i n ^ o o d c o n d i t i o n 

T I t n f r o - : 70 t o 80 p e r c e n t o f the o r i g i n a l t h i c k n e s s r e m a i n i n g . 
The Drake drums on t h e s e w h e e l s a l s o were i n o;ood c o n d i t i o n . The 
s e m i t r a i l e r T;as a 1948 B l a c k Diamond w i t h tandem a x l e s and a i r 
b r a k e s . T h i s u n i t was. much l e s s s e v e r e l y damaged than the t r a c t o r , 
t h e tandem a x l e a s s e m b l y , w i t h brake equipment a t t a c h e d t o i t , 
rcmainlne; I n t a c t - Brake l i n i n g s and drums w e r e I n g o o d c o n d i t i o n 
and b rake ad jus tment a p p e a r e d s a t i s f a c t o r y . Between 70 and 80 
p e r c e n t o f the o r i g i n a l ' t h i ckness o f brai-e l i n i n g s remained un
b o r n . Examina t i on o f t h i s v . e h i c l e - c o n i b i n a t i o n d i d no t d i s c l o s e 
f a - i l u r e o f any s p e c i f i c p a r t , s&ch as 'aay have caused l o s s o f 
o r i k e s and so r e s u l t e d i n the a c c i d e n t . 

rilthouRh e x a c t w e i g h t s a r e n o t a v a i l a b l e , i t i s known t h a t 
t h e s;ross w e i g h t o f the v e h i c l e and i t s c - r ^ o was a t l e a s t 55 ,000 
pounds and nay have e x c e e d e d the P e n n s y l v a n i a U n i t o f 5C,CC0 
pounds . T h i s I s an e x c e s s i v e l o a d f o r so l i f h t a t r a c t o r t o h a n d l e 
s a f e l y , e s p e c i a l l y on s t e e p ^ra ,des . 

The D r i v e r 

The d r i v e r o f tha t r u c k had been employed by Sophie L i n e s 
a s a d r i v e r o n l y s i n c e September 8, 1955. He h e l d a c h a u f f e u r ' s 
l i c e n s e i s s u e d by N o r t h C a r o l i n a I n 1952, and l a s t renewed on 
September o , 1955 . He was examined on September 24, 1955, by a 
p h y s i c i a n and found p h y s i c - l l y q u a l i f i e d t o d r i v e i n I n t e r s t a t e 
c o i n o r c e , under S e c t i o n 1 9 1 . 2 o f our i . o t o r C a r r i e r S a f e t y R e g 
u l a t i o n s . I t i s n o t kno jn whe the r o r n o t he was e x p e r i e n c e d I n 
d r i v i n g th rough c o u n t r y I n which s t e e p oracles a r e e n c o u n t e r e d . 
Howeve r , t h a t ho w n e no t f ^ n i H ^ r w i t h P e n n s y l v a n i a Highway Wo. 

- 3 1 , on wh ich t h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d , i s e v i d e n t from the f a c t 
_ t h a t he found i t n e c e s s a r y to ask d i r e c t i o n s o f a n o t h e r t ruck 
~ d r i v e r Just e a s t o f V e s t Newton, P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

The P r e s i d e n t o f Soph ie L i n e s , I n c . , employed t h i s d r i v e r 
on tho reco.u icnd n t i o n o f a n o t h e r d r i v e r . He .r.a.de one t r i p w i t h 
t h e new ir.an, ho s r t l d , and upon l e a r n i n g t h n t he c o u l d f i n d h i s 
way through [ a g h m ^ t o n and B a l t i m o r e , was s a t i s f i e d t h a t he was 
a s u f f i c i e n t l y e x p e r i e n c e d d r i v e r * From then on, he s sn t h i n 
out a l o n e . 
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The J a r r e n t o n Court r e c o r d s have s e v e r a l e n t r i e s r e l a t i n g 
t o the d r i v e r . I n 1954 he waa found g u i l t y on an a s s a u l t c h a r g e . 
On June 14, 1955, he was c h a r g e d w i t h c a r e l e s s and r e c k l e s s d r i v i n g . 
On J u l y 3®, 1955, h e , w a s I n v o l v e d i n an a c c i d e n t i n bar ren County . 
The i n v e s t i g a t i n g p a t r o l a c n uiade the n o t a t i o n " d r i v i n g on frrong 
s i d e o f r o a d " . 

The re i s n o t h i n g t o show t h a t the P r e s i d e n t o f Sophie L i n e s , 
I n c . , i n q u i r e d i n t o t n l s r e c o r d b e f o r e h i r i n g him as a d r i v e r . 

D e s c r i p t i o n o f A c c i d e n t 

Ex t r a 829 Jes t , a f r e i g h t t r a i n w e s t - b o u n d by t i m e t a b l e 
d i r e c t i o n , c o n s i s t e d o f D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c u n i t s 829-A, 333-X, and 
8 2 9 - 0 , c o u p l e d I n m u l t i p l e - u n i t c o n t r o l , 70 c a r e , and a c a b o o s e . 
The b rakes o f the t r a i n had been t e s t e d and had f u n c t i o n e d p r o p e r l y 
when used en r o u t e . T h i s t r a i n p a s s e d NS Tower , 1 1 . 1 w i l e s e a s t 
o f : a s t Newton and the l a s t open o f f i c e , a t 12 .44 p . u . As the 
t r a i n app roached I<iain S t r e e t I n j ' es t Newton the h e a d l i g h t was 
l i g h t e d , t he l o c o m o t i v e b e l l was r i n g i n g , and the g r a d e - c r o s s i n g 
t h i s t l e s i g n a l was sounded. The meaoers c f the c rew on the l o c o 
mot ive s a i d t h e y saw the c r o s s i n g watchman a t ha in S t r e e t d i s 
p l a y i n g s t op s i g n a l s f o r h ighway t r a f f i c . The e n g i n e e r s a i d t h a t 
a f t e r the l o c o n c t i v e e n t e r e d the c r o s s i n g he saw a m o t o r - t r u c k 
a p p r o a c h i n g from h i s rip-ht a t a d i s t a n c e which he thought was 450 
o r 500 f e e t . He was unable t o e s t i u i a t e the speed o f the v e h i c l e . 
A s the t r a i n was moving o v e r the c r o s s i n g a t a speed o f 3C a l i o s 
p e r hour , a s i n d i c a t e d D y the tape o f the s p e e d - r e c o r d i n g d e v i c e , 
t h e second ca r was s t rucK by the t r a c t o r — s e ' i l t r a i l e r . 

I t has been d e v e l o p e d t h a t , as the t r a o t o r - r s e m i t r a i l e r 
app roached the c r e s t o f t he M i l on Highway 31 abou t 3,CC0 f e e t 
e a s t o f the g r ^ d e c r o s s i n g , I t h ° d oeen n e c e s s a r y to s top b e h i n d 
a bus and two c a r s which had cone to a s t op a t a r e g u l a r bus s t o p . 
Jnon the o t h e r v e h i c l e s had uoved on, the C h e v r o l e t t r a c t o r o f the 
Sophie L i n e s v e n i c l e had f a i l e d t o s t a r t t he h e ^ v y l o a d up the 5 
p e r c e n t erra&e. A s t a r t we s ,*idc, o n l y when the s t e e l - l a d e n v e h i c l e 
iuiuicdir t e l y b e h i n d t h e Sophie L i n e s f i g , g a v e i t a push. i h i l e 
s t o p p e d a t t h i s p o i n t , tne Sophie d r i v e r I n q u i r e d h i s way t o 
E l i z a b e t h , i n d i c a t i n g h i e u n f a i r l l l a r l t y w i t h the r o u t e he was 
d r i v i n g . Hav ing p a s s e d t h e h i l l c r e s t , he s t a r t e d down the o t h e r 
s i d e i n l ow g e a r r n n g e . He nade soue use o f h i s b r a k e s , but 
a l l o w e d M s speed t o i n c r e a s e to an e s t i v a 1}ed 1C o r 12 m i l e s p e r 
h o u r . The v e h i c l e rounded a c u r v e to i t s r i g h t , and o v e r t o o k a 
r o a d g r a d e r t r a v e l i n g 5 n i l e s p e r hour , f o l l o w e d by t h r e e c a r s , 
s e v e r a l hundred f e e t f a r t h e r down the c r n d e . ™ 

The Sophie d r i v e r sounded h i s a i r horn "nd p u l l e d to h i s 
l e f t , t o pass t h e s e v e h i c l e s . 'Thether he d i d t h i s by c h o i c e , o r 
because he was unable t o check the I n c r e a s i n g speed o f h i s v e h i c l e 
I s n o t known. An e a s t - b o u n d t r a c t o r - s e ^ l t r a ^ l e r was a s c e n d i n g the 
h i l l a s h o r t d i s t a n c e was t o f the r o ^ d t r a d e r , and i t was I m 
m e d i a t e l y appa ren t t h a t the Sophie d r i v e r was i n danger o f c o l l i d i n g 
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w i t h t h i s v e h i c l e be fore he cculd c l e a r the grader and return to 
h i s own s ide o f the road. Soundlnp: h i e a i r horn he r e l ea sed h i s 
brakes, sh i f t ed to a h igher gear , end. i nc reased h i s speed. A l 
though the road grader p u l l e d to i t s extreme r i s h t , the Sophie 
d r i v e r narrowly missed both t h i s v e h i c l e and the oncomine; t r a c t o r -
s e m i t r a i l e r . His speed a t th i s p o i n t has been est imated as about 
4C Li l ies per hour. The a i r horn sounded continuously, and the 
burning stop l i g h t i n d i c a t e d that the d r i v e r was at tempting to 
check h i s speed wi th the brakes* But the h e a v i l y laden v e h i c l e 
continued to a c c e l e r a t e . I t h e l d the center o f the roadway, and 
without swerving, crashed i n t o the second car o f the f r e i g h t t r a i n . 

Tne t r a in was t r a v e l i n g a t 30 miles per hour as shown by 
i t s speed-recorder tape. The second to the e leventh cars , i n 
c l u s i v e , and the f ron t truck o f the t w e l f t h car o f the t r a i n were 
d e r a i l e d . A separa t ion occurred between the f i r s t and the second 
cars , the locomot ive and the f i r s t car stopped wi th the f ron t end 
595 f e e t north o f the c ross ing . The d e r a i l e d cars stopped in 
var ious p o s i t i o n s on or near the t racks throughout a d is tance of 
approximately 200 f e e t immediately north o f the c ros s ing . Dera i led 
equipment struck adjacent b u i l d i n g s . The cab of the motor-truck 
was torn o f f and stopped on the west s ide of the t racks north of-
the c ross ing and adjacent to i t . The notor^truck and t r a i l e r were 
demolished. The cars crashed In to bu i ld ings north of the i-ialn 
S t r ee t oross ing , demolishing a hardware s t o r e , a f r u i t market, and 
a beauty p a r l o r . Four persons i n and near these establishments 
and the truck d r i v e r were k i l l e d ; two persons were in ju red . 

The weather was c l o a r a t the t ine of the acc ident which 
occurred about 1.03 p.m. 

During the 3 e - d a y pe r iod preceding the day o f the acc iden t 
the average d a i l y movement over the c ross ing was 46.23 t r a i n s . 
During the 24-hour p e r i o d beginning a t 12.CI a.m. October 7, 1955, 
7,762 automobiles , 55 buses, and 1,333 notor - t rucks passed over 
the c ro s s ing . 

Discussion 

I t has not been es tab l i shed by t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n whether 
o r not some par t Cf the motor v e h i c l e ' s braking system f a i l e d , 
depr iv ing i t o f I t s normal braking a c t i o n . I t has been developed, 
however, that the gross wei£*ht o f the v e h i c l e and i t s l o a d was in 
excess of 55,0CC pounds, much too p;reat to be handled s a f e l y by 
the l i ^ h t t r a c t o r being used. That the v e h i c l e was inadequate to 
I t s task i s shown by the f ac t that i t was unable to s t a r t under 
i t s own power on a b% upgrade. I t a l so has been developed that 
the d r i v e r n e i t h e r h e l d h i s v e h i c l e to a low speed and i n a low 
gear as he entered the steep down grade, nor s t ee red f o r the d i t ch 
when he found that he could not con t ro l h i s speed, but that he 
s h i f t e d t o a h ighe r e;ear and increased the speed o f h i s heavy r i g 
beyond the p o s s i b i l i t y o f rega in ing c o n t r o l . 
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This exces s ive loading o f llstfvt equipment, and the use o f 
an unqua l i f i ed o r i r r e s p o n s i b l e d r i v e r , 'are symptoms o f the basic 
lack o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y wi th which the opera t ion was conducted. 
Sophie L ines , I n c . , was unlawful ly t ranspor t ing lumber i n i n t e r 
s ta te commerce f o r h i r e , although i t s p res iden t wag aware of the 
l e g a l requirements and o f h i s company's lack o f au thor i ty from 
th i s Commission to perform such s e r v i c e . Required records r e l a t i v e 
to d r i v e r q u a l i f i c a t i o n s , hours of s e r v i c e of d r i v e r s , and maln-
tenance o f v e h i c l e s , were not beinsf kept- Such I r r e g u l a r 
p r a c t i c e s i n v a r i a b l y breed unsafe cond i t ions on the highway. 

Conclusions 

This t r a g i c acc ident serves to i l l u s t r a t e the f a c t that 
sa fe ty cannot be d i s s o c i a t e d f ron other phases o f a notor 
c a r r i e r ' s opera t ions- The contempt f o r sound regu la t ion which 
prompted th i s company to perform unlawful t ranspor ta t ion s e r v i c e 
a l s o l e d to use o f an unqua l i f i ed d r i v e r , to unsafe excesses i n 
loading l i g h t equipment, ind to f a i l u r e s y s t e m a t i c a l l y to maintain 
i t s v e h i c l e s and i t s r eco rds . 

The only course o f ac t ion which promises a degree of success 
i n our e f f o r t s to prevent recurrence o f such acc iden ts , i s the 
e l i m i n a t i o n o f i r r e s p o n s i b l e opera t ions through s t r i c t enforcement 
o f a l l r e g u l a t i o n s o f the Commission aga ins t a l l c a r r i e r s subject 
to them. To the extant that th i s has not been e f f e c t i v e l y done 
in the pas t , i t has been due to Inadequate s t a f f i n our Bureau o f 
i . o t o r C a r r i e r s . The Commission w i l l continue to pursue t h i s course 
to the U n i t o f i t s f a c i l i t i e s and w i l l seek such a d d i t i o n a l 
f a c i l i t i e s as the task r e q u i r e s . 

Cause 

This acc ident was caused by f a i l u r e to stop a t r u c k - t r a c t o r 
and s e m i t r a i l e r short o f t r a in moving over a r a i l -h ighway grade 
c ross ing . 

Dated at Washington, D. C , th is ninth 

day of January, 1956. 

By the Commission, Commissioners Clarke and Tugg le . 

( S 2 A L ) HAROLD D. ilcCOY, 

Sec re t a ry . 
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