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INTERSTATZ COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT ¥Q., 3654

IN THE MATTZR OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVISTICATIC) REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDINT REFORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910,

BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAIL RCAD COMPANY

Movember 1, 1955

Accldent at Renick Jet., Chlo, on September 7, 1955,
caused by a motor-truck occupylng a rell-highway
grade croseing lmmediately in front of an
approaching train,

1
REPCRT OF THXE COMMISSION

CLARKE, Commissioner:

un September 7, 1955, there vas a colllsion between
g mall and express traln on the Baltimore and Chio Rail
Road and a motor—-truck at a rall-highwaey grade crossing
at Renick Jct., Chio, which resulted in the death of three
occupants of the motor-truck, and the injury of three
rallway mail clerks and three treln-service employees.

This accldent vas investigeted 1n conjunction with a
representative of the Public Utlllties Commlssion of Chlo

1l

Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entlitled procceding was referred by the
Commission to Commissioner Clarke for conslderation and

dlsposition.
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Locatlon of arccldent and "sthad of Ureoratlan

This accldent gccurrsd on that part of the Thilo
Dlvisicn extending between RBolnres end Chilliceths, Jhio,
6,1 miles. In the vicinity of th2 molnt of sccldent
thle 1ls & sinrle-treex line, ever vhich trains are operveted
by timetable, traln orders, "and en sutome tic block-sisnal
systeoi. The accldent occurrrd on the main troci at Renlck
Jet., 23,7 mlles west of Belpre, vher= th: rallroad ls
crossged at grade by U, S, High'sy 'ea, 35 - EO, In thls
vielnity an zuxillsary tragx sevzral thousand 72et in
lonsth parallels the maln 4rack on the north., Th= zas8%
s"Atch of & crossover vhlch conncets the tvo tracks is
located in taz main track at & polnt 348 f~-t vegt of the
2oint of accldent, This s*itch 1lg feeclne-polnt for rost-
bound mov-m nts. The rellroad 18 tancent thirouzhout a
clstancs of 4.2 mlles imrocdiately -est of the crosslng
end 1.1 miles v~gtward., The ~radce la 0.03 -»orcent agccnd-
lng rrc8tward ot the polnt of sceldont, In tho vicinity
of the polat of eceident the trecy 1 1l2ld ¢cn a 111
eporoxlmatcly 15 foot in hilchtys

U. 5. Elghray os, 35 - 50 1a tomgent torovgohovt
a Clgtance of szvoral hundred fect on cech alde of the
crosaing and int-reaccts the rellroad at an =nel- of
annroximat: cly 70°, It 1s svrfaceod -1th bituminous
mat“riml gnd 1s 2? feet In vActh., A »len% 1s l=2i¢ 2on
tech sidc of each rall throughout the idth of the
crosslng, ané thc remsinlq-~ arca of the cresslng 1s sur-
fac~d wlth bltunlnous meterial to th~ lzvel of the tors
of thec ralls, Thz zraedc for north-beuond v-hlelzs am-roackh-
Ing the crossing lsa nrecticallr 1-v-1.

A clrcular rallroed-crosslag advance-warning slon is
locste” on each side of the hizhwey et 2 volnt epproxl-
mately 120 fco=t secuth of the rallroad, Zech of these
sizns 1ls mounted on o post and baars two Flagonal llnes
Inters=~cting et richt snrlss and ths letters "HR“. A
""1te e rninP slen is pelated on the surfece of the high-

rey onwoslte the advance-wrrning slcgns, It conslstis of
t o dlagonal intersecting lines and the lestters “?R"
between two strines which extend rorces the northrrnd
trafflc lane, A reilroad- c“ﬂssinﬁ glznal of the flsening-
1li~ht tyne lg located 17 “eet st of tne cenlter=line of
the hightay and 23 feet sonth of the main trectz, This
8lonzl cornsists of a stan’eré crosas suek meovated on &
mest apnroximately 1E fe:-t abtove the level of the hizh-
way, The cross buct bears the wordg "SRATLI.AD ZROS3ITIGM
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in black letters on a whlte bacikgpround, Two hocfel red .

lamrs are mounted heck-+to—Dack at each end of a horicontel
bzy which 1s attached %o the ssme mast anproximately 8 feet
asove the level of the highway. 4 reflectorized sign
beering the numersl "2Y¥ and the -ord "TRACXS" is mounted

on the mest above the lamps, and a reflectorized sign
Seering the rords "STCP? ON RZID SIFAL" 1s mounted below

the lamps, The warning asvect 1g ¢ispleyed by the alternate
11lumination of the lemps when a trest-bound traln accuples
any portion of the maln track throuchout a {¥fstance ol

3,030 feet lmmediately ezst of the crossing, A slmllar
szgnal 1s locatad in the northwest angle of the lntersectlon.
£ crosslag-trhistle slzn for west-bound trains 1s locsted
1,608 feet eest of the crosslng,

This carrler's cperating rules read in port as follows:
Engline "histle Signals,

B 14, The whistle rust be scunded at whistle nosts
w o

Yote.——The si nals preseribed are illustrated by

"o for short sounds and " _" for long sounds, * ¥ ¥
Sound, Indication.

# % %

(1) —_— Apnroeching vublic crossings

at orade, to be prelonged or
rep~ated untll crosslng ls
reached,

Headllzshts,

18, The headlizsht= 1111 be dlgployved tc the front
of every train by day and nicht, ¥ % %

Yotor vehicle laws of the Stats of Chlo reed in nart
as followg: .

GRADE CROSSING3

L L

4511,62 Prohibition amei1ast driving across grade
crossines. (GI 2307-60)



-7 - 2604

VMo person shall drive a vehicle across a reilroad
grade crossing in the following instances:

(A) "fen 3 clearly visible elesctric ' or mechanical
Signal device glves werning of the immediate approach
ol a train,

% 4 &

The maximum suthoriz~d speed for the trein involved -as
70 miles per hour.

Description of Accident

No. 29, a west-bound first—-class mall and express
train, consisted of gteam locomotive 5049, two mail cars,
one baggage car, one dining car, one baggags-exprzsegg car,
three express cars, cne me1l car, five cxpress cars, and
one coach, In the order named, The sixth car was of steel-
underframe construction, and the other cars i1rere of all-
steel construction, This train passed Belvre at 3 50 p. m.,
on time, passed West Jct,, 12.0 miles enast of the point of
accident and the last open offics, at 5 52 p. m., 17 minutes
lete, end while moving ot a specd of 70 miles per hour 1t
struck a motor-truck at o rail-highway gradc croscing at
Renick Jct., where the railrood is crossed at grade by U. 5.
Highwey l'os. 35 ~ 50,

The wvehicle involvaed 'was a 1955 model six—cylindcr
Ford plckup truck owned by Jos-nh Silken and Company,
Columbug, Chio. It bors Chio 1955 license o. 4 MQ 126,
At the time of the eccident 1t was occuplad by the driver
and two other porsons. This vehicle was moving northwerd
on U. 8, Highivay ‘los, 35 — B0 at o sp-cd of from 35 to 40
mlles per hour when 1t cntersd the crossing and wes struck
by Mo. 29.

The locomotive, the first clevon cers, the resr truck
of the twclfth car, and the front truck of the thirtconth
car of To. 22 mere fereilcd, The locorotive stopned betieen
the main track and the auxiliery track and perallel to them.
The front end vas aporoximetely 700 feet vest of the point
of derailment. The first 10 cers stopned in various
vositions on or near the tracks betiveen points aporoximately
325 feet and 65C feet west of the nmoint of dersilnent. The
other deralled cars stopvned apnroximetely in line with the
main track. The locomotive 1as ccnsiderably damege?d. The
Tirst, second, third, fifth, 2nd sixth cors rere demollshed,
the fourth cer wes bedly damaged, the seventh to the eleventh
cars, inclusive, wvere gomevhet camcged; end the twelfth car
wag gllightly demeged., The motor-truck wes demolished.
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Tae engiaeer, the conluctor, and the troin boggagemen
of o. 29 were 1njured.

The weather wees clear at the time of the accident, which
ncceurred at 6 05 p. .,

During the 30-day perlod preceding the coy of the accl-
dent the ocveraze drily movemn~nt over the crossing was 22.8
trai1ns. Duringz the 24-hour veried beglnnang ot 12 01 v. n ,
Senterber 15, 1955, 4,280 automo™iles, £,116 motor—truczs,
27 buses, end 17 other vehicles possed over the crossing.

Discusslion

As Fo. 29 w8 eppnroechlnzg the polnt where the accldent
ocecucred the znglremzn wsre malnteining a lootout ahead fror
their regrnectlve vositions in the ¢vb of the locomotive.

The concuc.or and the train bseggcgemen trere 1n the first cer,
and the flagmen ves in the resr cor. The speed vas 70 rilas
Ler hour, as Iindlcat>d by the tepe of the gspeed-recording
device. The breZzes of the tr-in had b :n testzd and had
functioned propsrly when uscd en route. The cnelnamon said
that the heodlight was li7htzd brightly snd thet the engine.r
began to sound thz gredcoc-crossing whistls signal in the
Vicinity of the crossing-whistls siegn #nd prolonged the
s1znel until the locemotive rzached the crossing. The
locomot:ve bell was ringing Suring this time. The fireren
gz2id that he first sew the motor-truck -then 1t was botreen
1,000 snd 1,500 feot scuth of th. crossing. Heo cstimetdd
That 1ts speed at thaet time weg betwoen 40 ond 50 miles per
hour, end he srid thot it continucd torrrd tho crossing at
epproximatcly the samc epeced. “hen he become aware that

1t would ontcr thc crossing immcdietcly in front of the

trein tnerc wes notsufficicnt tilme to tekc cetion to

reduce the spocd of the train. From the cngincer!g rosition
wn the ced the truck s not visitle bofore the collision
necurred.

From merixs on the track structuroe it eppcers thet the
ongine truck was dersiled to the nerth i1mmcdiatoly west
0¥ the crossing by ports of the mosor—truclk which boeemc
wed god undcr the front of the locomotive. These vhceels
continucd i1n line with the treck to the eragt switch of
the crossover. The gencrel derallrment occurred 2t the
latter point,
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There were no surviving occupants of the motor-truck,
The drivir of an automoblle which was following the truck
geld that the truck approached the crossing at & speecd of
35 or 40 mlles per hour. He szid that the flashlng-llght
warning slgnal at the crossing wss in oper2tlon #s the traln
approached, but he was uncertain 2s to whether the whigtle
vag sounded or the locomotive bell was ringing. He sald
that apparently the drliver of the truck was unaware of the
sporoach of the traln until lmmediately before the truck
cntercd the crossing. A4t that time the drliver of the
truck applied the brakcs and turncd torerd the left, but
he was unable to stop short of the erossing. The firemen
and the flagman of NMo. 2% said that eftcr the train stopped
the flashing-lizht warning slgnal woe op ratlng properiy.

Ag a vchiclc apnroachcs the crossing from the eouth,
the driver'e view of an approaching wcst-bound traln 1s
somewhat obstructod by trces untlil the vchicle reechos &
polnt 2756 f~et south of the crossing. Betrvrecn this polint
and the crosgsing the only obBatruction to the view of an
approaching train 1s a small building located 502 feet
east of the crossing and 12 feet south of the maln track.
From points 275 feet, 50 feet, and 25 feet south of the
croesing an approaching west-bound train is visible at
distancea-of 2,215 feet, 1,491 fret, and 4,525 feeft,
respectively.

Cause
This accident was csused by a motor-truck occupyling a
rall-highvay grade crossing lmmediately in front of an
approaching train.

Dated at Washlington, D, C., thls flrst
day of November, 1955.

By the Commisslion, Commissloner Clarke,

( SEAL) HAROLD D. McCCY,

Secretary.



