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SUiiMAHy. 

Da te : 

R a i l r o a d . 

L o c a t i o n : 

Kind o f a c c i d e n t : 

Equipment I n v o l v e d 

T r a i n number 

L o c o m o t i v e number* 

C o n s i s t 

Es t ima ted speeds 

O p e r a t i o n 

Track : 

Highway* 

" e a t h e r 

Time 

C a s u a l t i e s -

Cause. 

September 7, 1955 

B a l t i m o r e and Chio 

R e n i c k J e t , , Chio 

C o l l i s i o n 

I ! a i l and e x p r e s s 
t r a i n 

29 

5049 

15 c a r s 

70 m, n . h . 

Mo t o r - t r u c k 

35-40 T i . T) h . 

T i m e t a b l e , t r a i n o r d e r s , and 
a u t o m a t i c b l o c k - s i g n a l sys tem 

S i n g l e , t a n g e n t , 0 . 0 5 p e r c e n t 
a s c e n d i n g g rade wes tward 

Tangent , c r o s s e s t r a c k a t a n g l e o f 
7 0 ° , l e v e l 

C l e a r 

5.05 p . m. 

3 k i l l e d , 6 i n j u r e d 

Koto r - t r u c k o c c u p y i n g r a i l - h i g h w a y 
g r a d e c r o s s i n g I m m e d i a t e l y i n f r o n t 
o f a p p r o s c h i n e t r a i n 
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

RSBOHT NO, 3654 

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING- ACCXDCNT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910. 

BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAIL ROAD COMPANY 

November 1, 1955 

Acc iden t a t Renlck J e t . , Ohio, on September 7, 1955, 
caused by a motor-truck occupying a r a i l -h ighway 
grade c ross ing Immediately in f ron t o f an- -
approaching t r a i n . 

1 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

CLARKE, Commissioner: 

On September 7, 1955, there ^as a c o l l i s i o n between 
a mall and express t r a in on the Balt imore and Ohio R a i l 
Road and a mo to r - t ruck a t a r a i l - h ighway grade c ross ing 
a t Renick J e t . , Ohio, which r e su l t ed in the death of three 
occupants o f the motor-truck, and the injury of three 
r a i l w a y mail c l e rks and three t r a i n - s e r v i c e employees. 
This acc ident was i n v e s t i g a t e d In conjunction wi th a 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the Pub l i c U t i l i t i e s Commission of Ohio _ 
1 

Under au thor i ty of s ec t ion 17 ( 2 ) o f the I n t e r s t a t e Com
merce Act the above-en t i t l e d proceeding was r e f e r r ed by the 
Commission to Commissioner Clarke f o r cons idera t ion and 
d i s p o s i t i o n . 



C ros SIIV?-whis t i e 
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L o c a t i o n o f A c c i d e n t and '^gthod o f _ t > e r a . t l o n 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on tha t p a r t o f the I h l o 
D i v i s i o n e x t e n d i n g be tween H e l p r ? and C h i l l i c o t h s , C h l o , 
9 6 , 1 m i l e s . I n the v i c i n i t y o f the T>oint o f a c c i d e n t 
t h i s i s a s l n r r l e - t r a c k l i n e , o v e r wh ich t r a i n s a r e o p e r a t e d 
by t i m e t a b l e , t r a i n o r d e r s , and an a u t o m a t i c b l o c k - s i g n a l 
s y s t e i u The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on the main t r a c k a t Ren ick 
J e t . , 93,7 -ni les wes t o f 3 e l p r e , wher* the r a i l r o a d I s 
c rossed a t g r a d e by U, S. H i g h l y I 7 o s . 35 - 5 0 . In t h i s 
v i c i n i t y an a u x i l i a r y t r a c k s e v e r a l thousand f e e t i n 
l e n g t h p a r a l l e l s the main t r a c k on t h e n o r t h . The eas t 
s w i t c h o f a c r o s s o v e r which c o n n e c t s the two t r a c k s i s 
l o c a t e d i n tne main t r a c k a t a p o i n t X49 f ~ ^ t w e s t o f the 
p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . T h i s s w i t c h i s f e c l n g - p o i n t f o r w e s t -
bound mov^m n t s . The r a i l r o a d i s t a n g e n t th roughout a 
d i s t a n c e o f 4 .9 m i l e s i m m e d i a t e l y r e s t o f t h e c r o s s i n g 
end 1.1 m i l e s w e s t w a r d . The ~rade l a 0 .03 p e r c e n t a s c e n d 
ing wes tward a t the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . , I n the v i c i n i t y 
o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t the t r a c k i s l a i d on a f i l l 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 15 f e e t i n h e i g h t ; 

U, S. Highway !"os, 35 - 50 I s t angen t t h roughou t 
a d i s t a n c e o f s e v e r a l hundred f e e t on each s i d e o f the 
c r o s s i n g and i n t e r s e c t s the r a i l r o a d a t an s n ^ l ^ o f 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 7 0 ° , I t i s su r f aced w i t h b i tuminous 
ma t~* i a l and I s 2? f e e t i n w i d t h . A p lank i s l a i d on 
each s i d e o f each r a i l th roughout the w i d t h o f the 
c r o s s i n g , and the r o m a l n l n - a r ea c f tho c r o s s i n g I s su r 
f a c e d w i t h b i tuminous m a t e r i a l to th~ l e v e l o f t h e tops 
o f the r a i l s . The -^rade T o r nor th-bound v e h i c l e s a p p r o a c h 
i n g the c r o s s i n g l a p r a c t i c a l l y l ^ v ~ l . 

A c i r c u l a r r a i l r o a d - c r o s s i n g a d v a n c e - e a r n i n g s i g n i s 
l o c a t e 1 * on each s i d ^ o f the h ighway a t a p a i n t a p p r o x i 
ma te ly 100 f : « t sou th c f the r a i l r o a d . Each o f t he se 
slrrns i s mounted on a p o s t and b e a r s t^o d i a g o n a l l i n e s 
I n t e r s e c t i n g a t r i g h t p n r l e s and the l e t t a r s " R R " . A 
wr . i te e a r n i n g s i g n i s p a i n t e d on the s u r f a c e o f the h i g h 
way o p p o s i t e the a d v a n c e - e a r n i n g slorns. I t c o n s i s t s o f 
t'-o d i a g o n a l I n t e r s e c t i n g l i n e s " and" the l e t t e r s "RR" 
be tween two s t r i p e s wh ich ex tend a c r o s s the nor thward 
t r a f f i c l a n e . A r a i l r o a d - c r o s s i n g s i g n a l o f the f l a s n l n g -
l l ' - h t t y p e i s l o c a t e d 17 f e e t e a s t o f ' t h e c e n t e r - l i n e o f 
the h ighway and 23 f ^ e t soi-th o f t h e main t r a c k . T h i s 
s i g n a l c o n s i s t s o f a s tandard c r o s s ouck mrunted on a 
mast a p p r o x i m a t e l y 13 f e : t above the l e v e l o f t he h i g h 
way. The c r o s s buc.c b e a r s the words "RAILRCAD CRCS3IITG" 

http://wr.it
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i n b l a c k l e t t e r s on a w h i t e background . Two hooded red 
lamps a r e mounted back-*-to-back a t each end o f a h o r i z o n t a l 
ba r wh ich i s a t t a c h e d to the same mast a p o r o x i r a a t e l y 9 f e e t 
a o o v e the l e v e l o f t h e h ighway . A r e f l e c t o r i s e d s i g n 
b e a r i n g t h e numeral " 2 H and the --ord " TRACKS1* I s mounted 
on the mast above the l amps , and a r e f l e c t o r i f c e d s i g n 
b e a r i n g the <<ords "STC? OK RED SICF-AI/ i s mounted b e l o w -
the l a m o s . The w a r n i n g a s p e c t i s d i s p l a y e d by the a l t e r n a t e 
I l l u m i n a t i o n o f the laifips when a -west-bound t r a i n o c c u p i e s 
any p o r t i o n o f the main t r a c k th roughout a d i s t a n c e o f 
3 ,030 f e e t i m m e d i a t e l y eea t o f the c r o s s i n g , A s i m i l a r 
s i g n a l i s l o c a t e d I n t h e no r thwes t a n g l e o f the i n t e r s e c t i o n . 
Jr. c r o s s i n g - w h i s t l e s i g n f o r west -bound t r a i n s I s l o c a t e d 
1,608 f e e t e e s t o f the c r o s s i n g . 

T h i s c a r r i e r ' s o p e r a t i n g r u l e c read i n p a r t a s f o l l o w s : 

Eng ine ' ' h i s t l e S i g n a l s , 

14. The w h i s t l e must be sounded a t w h i s t l e "oosts 
# « 

? T o t e . — The s i g n a l s p r e s c r i b e d a r e i l l u s t r a t e d by 
"o 1 1 f o r s h o r t sounds and n " f o r l o n g sounds , * * * 

Sound. I n d i c a t i o n . 

4f 

o _ A p p r o c c h i n g o u b l i c c r o s s i n g s 
a t o r ade , to be p r o l o n g e d o r 
r e p e a t e d u n t i l c r o s s i n g I s 
r e a c h e d . 

H e a d l i g h t s , 

18 . The h e a d l i g h t * w i n be d i s p l a y e d tc the f r o n t 
o f e v ^ r y t r a i n by day and n i g h t , * * * 

K o t o r v e h i c l e l a w s o f the S t a t ? o f Chio read i n p a r t 
a s f o l l o w s ; 

GRADE CROSSINGS 

# 4f * 

4511 ,62 P r o h i b i t i o n a g a i n s t d r i v i n g a c r o s s g r ade 
c r o s s i n g s . (GC 3307-60) 
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No p e r s o n s h a l l d r i v e a v e h i c l e a c r o s s a r a i l r o a d 
g r a d e c r o s s i n g m the f o l l o w i n g i n s t a n c e s : 

( A ) T Then a c l e a r l y v i s i b l e e l e c t r i c 1 o r mechan ica l 
s i g n a l d e v i c e g i v e s wa rn ing o f the immedia te app roach 
o f a t r a i n , 

# # * 

The maximum a u t h o r i z e d speed f o r the t r a i n i n v o l v e d "as 
70 m i l e s p e r hour . 

D e s c r i p t i o n o f A c c i d e n t 

N o . 29, a wes t -bound f i r s t - c l a s s m a i l and e x p r e s s 
t r a i n , c o n s i s t e d o f steam l o c o m o t i v e 5049, two m a i l c a r s , 
one b a g g a g e c a r , one d i n i n g ca r , one b a g g a g e - e x p r e s s c a r , 
t h r e e e x p r e s s c a r s , one m a i l c a r , f i v e e x p r e s s c a r s , and 
one coach , i n the o r d e r named. The s i x t h c a r was o f s t e e l -
underf rame c o n s t r u c t i o n , and the o t h e r c a r s w e r e o f a l l -
s t e e l c o n s t r u c t i o n . T h i s t r a i n p a s s e d E e l p r e a t 3 50 p . m., 
on t i m e , passed V e s t J e t , , 1 2 . 0 m i l e s e^s t o f t h e p o i n t o f 
a c c i d e n t and the l a s t open o f f i c e , a t 5 52 p . m., 17 minutes 
l a t e , and w h i l e mov ing a t a speed o f 70 m i l e s p e r hcur i t 
s t r u c k a m o t o r - t r u c k a t a r a i l - h i g h w a y g rade c r o s s i n g a t 
R e n i c k J e t . , where the r a i l r o a d i s c r o s s e d a t g r a d e by U . 3. 
Highway N o s . 35 - 50 . 

The v e h i c l e i n v o l v e d "as a 1955 model s i x - c y l i n d e r 
Ford p i c k u p t ruck owned by Joseph S i l k e n and Company, 
Columbus, O h i o . I t b o r e Chio 1955 l i c e n s e I ' o . 4 HQ 126 . 
A t the t i m e o f the a c c i d e n t i t was o c c u p i e d by the d r i v e r 
and two o t h e r p e r s o n s . T h i s v e h i c l e was moving nor thward 
on U. S. Highway - T o s . 35 - 50 a t a sp-cd o f f rom 35 to 40 
m i l e s p e r hour when i t en te red the c r o s s i n g and was s t ruck 
by N o . 2 9 . 

The l o c o m o t i v e , t h e f i r s t e l e v e n c a r s , t h e r e a r t ruck 
o f t he t w e l f t h ca r , and the f r o n t t ruck o f the t h i r t e e n t h 
car o f I T o . 29 were d e r a i l e d . The l o c o m o t i v e s topped be tween 
the mam t r a c k and the a u x i l i a r y t r a c k and p a r a l l e l to them. 
The f r o n t end was a p p r o x i m a t e l y 700 f e e t west o f the p o i n t 
of d e r a i l m e n t . The f i r s t 10 c a r s s topped i n v a r i o u s 
p o s i t i o n s on o r near the t r a c k s be tween p o i n t s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
325 f - e t and 550 f e e t wes t o f t h e p o i n t o f d e r a i l m e n t . The 
o t h e r d e r a i l e d ca rs s t o p p e d a p p r o x i m a t e l y i n l i n e w i t h the 
main t r a c k . The l o c o m o t i v e was c o n s i d e r a b l y damaged. The 
f i r s t , s econd , t h i r d , f i f t h , and s i x t h c a r s were d e m o l i s h e d , 
the f o u r t h car was b a d l y damaged, the s e v e n t h t o the e l e v e n t h 
c a r s , i n c l u s i v e , were somewhat damaged; and the t w e l f t h car 
was s l i g h t l y damaged. The m o t o r - t r u c k was d e m o l ] s h e d . 
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The e n g i n e e r , t he conduc to r , and the t r a i n baggageman 
o f " o . 29 were i n j u r e d . 

The wea the r was c l e a r a t t he t ime of the a c c i d e n t , wh ich 
o c c u r r e d a t 6 05 p . n . 

Dur ing the 30-day p e r i o d p r e c e d i n g the day o f the a c c i 
den t the a v « r a ? e d r i l y movement o v e r the c r o s s i n g was 22 .8 
t r a i n s . Dur ing the 24-hour p e r i o d b e g i n n i n g o t 12 01 D . m , 
September 15, 1 ° 5 5 , 4 ,280 a u t o m o b i l e ? , 2 ,116 mo t o r - t r u c k s , 
27 buses , and 17 o t h e r v e h i c l e s pa s sed o v e r the c r o s s i n g . 

Discu s s l o n 

As N o . 29 I ' P S a p p r o a c h i n g the p o i n t wfrpre t he a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d the enginemen were m a i n t a i n i n g a l o o k o u t ahead fron-
t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e Dositions i n the c^b o f the l o c o m o t i v e . 
The conductor and the t r a i n baggagFmrn were i n t h e f i r s t c a r , 
and the f l agman was in the r e a r c a r . The spaed vas 70 m i l e s 
p e r hour, as i n d i c a t e d by the tape o f the s p e e d - r e c o r d i n g 
d e v i c e . The b rakes o f the t r ^ i n had b en t e s t e d and had 
f u n c t i o n e d p r o p e r l y when used en r o u t e . The enginemen s a i d 
t ha t the h e a d l i g h t wa.s l i g h t e d b r i g h t l y and t h a t the e n g l n c - r 
began to sound the g r a d e - c r o s s i n g w h i s t l e s i g n a l i n the 
v i c i n i t y o f the c r o s s i n g - w h i s t l e s i g n and p r o l o n g e d the 
s i g n a l u n t i l the l o c o m o t i v e r eached the c r o s s i n g . The 
l o c o m o t i v e b e l l was r i n g i n g d u r i n g t h i s t i m e . The fireTan 
sa id tha t ho f i r s t sew the m o t o r - t r u c k - rhen i t was between 
1,000 and 1,500 f e e t sou th o f tbu c r o s s i n g . He e s t i m a t e d 
t h a t i t s speed a t t h a t t ime was be tween 40 and 50 m i l e s p e r 
hour , and he s a i d tha t i t con t inued toward the c r o s s i n g a t 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y the same s p e e d . When he became aware t ha t 
i t would e n t e r the c r o s s i n g i m m e d i a t e l y i n f r o n t o f the 
t r a i n t n e r e was not suf f i c i ent t ime to take a c t i o n to 
r educe the sp^ed o f the t r a i n . From the e n g i n e e r ' s p o s i t i o n 
i n the cab the t ruck was not v i s i b l e b e f o r e the c o l l i s i o n 
o c c u r r c d . 

From marks on t h e t r a c k s t r u c t u r e i t appea r s t h a t the 
e n g i n e t ruck was d e r a i l e d to the n o r t h i m m e d i a t e l y wes t 
o f t he c r o s s i n g by p a r t s o f the motor - t ruc ic wh ich became 
wedged under the f r o n t o f the l o c o m o t i v e . These w h e e l s 
con t inued i n l i n e w i t h t h e treel^: to the eas t s w i t c h o f 
the c r o s s o v e r . The g e n e r a l d e r a i l m e n t o c c u r r e d a t the 
l a t t e r p o i n t . 



I * 

- 9 - 3654 

There were no surviving occupants of the motor—truck. 
The driver of an automobile which was following the truck 
seld that the truck approached the crossing at a epead of 
35 or 40 miles per hour. He ssid that the flashing-light 
warning signal at the crossing was in operation as the train 
approached, but he was uncertain as to whether the whistle 
was sounded or the locomotive bell was ringing. He said 
that apparently the driver of the truck was unaware of the 
approach of the train until immediately before the truck 
entered the crossing. At that time the driver of the 
truck applied the brakes and turned toward the left, but 
he was unable to stop short of the crossing. The firemen 
and the flagman of No. 89 said that after the train stopped 
the flashing-light warning signal was operating properly. 

As a vehicle approaches the crossing from the south, 
the driver's view of an approsohing west-bound train Is 
somewhat obstructed by trees until the vehicle reaches a 
point 275 f-et south of the crossing. Between this point 
and the crossing the only obstruction to the view of an 
approaching train is a small building located 502 fe°t 
east of the crossing and 19 feet south of the main track. 
From points 275 feet, 50 feet, and 25 feet south of the 
crossing an approaching west-bound train Is visible at 
dlstances-of 2,215 feet, 1,491 feet, and 4,625 feet, 
respectively. 

Cause 
This accident was caused by a motor-truck occupying a 

rail-highTiay grade crossing immediately in front of an 
approaching train. 

Dated at Washington, D. C., this first 
day of November, 1955. 
By the Commission, Commissioner Clarke. 

( SEAL) HAROLD D. McCCY, 

Secretary. 


