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Pat® 

R a i l r o a d , 

l o c a t i o n ' 

Kind o f Occ iden t ' 

T r a i n s I a 7 - l v p f l 

T r a i n numbers: 

Engine numbers 

C o n s i s t ; 

£st lmatf i3 speeds 

O p e r a t i o n -

Tra c/v. 

Weather . 

Time. 

C a e r a l t l e e : 

Cause' 

J u l y 21 , 1955 

Bol ti •sore a n ! Chlo 

Luaberpori, V, 7^. 

Head-end c o l l i s i o n 

F r e i g h t 

Er*ra 904 Eant : 

D) e*? l -o") e c t r l f 
t r l t 3G4 

4<* c ^ r g f c a t e c A e 

i. t>« h . 

l o c o m o t i v e 

Ext ra 4433 West 

^433 

lc-20 TS. p. h. 
" ' l s ia table and t r a i n orderg 

3* n^l e, 6*5? 1 cu rve , 1.00 percent 
de*cerdin^ grade eastward 

fUepr 

£:1D p . n, 

1 k i l l e d : 7 i n j u r e d 

Over l a p ring' of a u t h o r i t y o f two 
opposing e x t r a trains 
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REPORT NO. 3543 

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIOATION RKPORTS 
UNDER TKS ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY e , 1910. 

THE BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAIL ROAD COMPANY 

September 6, 1955 

Acciden t . nef»r Luffibrrport , V. Va,. Ju ly "1, 1?£S, 
crtueed by o v e r l a p p i n g o f a u t h o r i t y o f t i o 

1 
REPORT OF THE COMKIS3 ION 

CTJARKE, Co^J^P^loner-

On July £1 195fj, there was a h*ad-end collision 
botveen a freirht train *nd e locomotive an the Sal tJirore 

Ch)'-' B/«iJ Bo ad near lumberpor t, W, V*., v M c h reed te< 
in t^e de*T>* of one employee, and the injury of seven 
employee*. 

Writer a u t h o r i t y o f section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com­
merce A c t the ^ b o v e - - * n t i t l e d procedln- vas r e f e r r e d by the 
Gonial palon t o JouuulRsionriL C l a r k e f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n ana 
d i S D o e l t i o n . 

INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 
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L e c t i o n o f Accident .and Met hod o f .Operation 

This accident occurrad on that par t of th<* Konongah 
Div is ion extending betv*en MD Tower, near Clarkeourrf, "and 
Luiaberport, W. V a . t 9 .90 a l i o s . I n th? v l a i r - l t y o f the 
r o l n t of accident th is j s a si e- tracV" l i r e , c - e r which 
trains are opera ted by t imetable an,: tra I? o r d e r s . There 
I s no block jrypteij In use. The acc t dent occurred on the 
main track 8.82 irdlee east of Ml) Tov er ar* 1.0^ rd l ee west 
of the s t a t ion at Lumberpcrt. From t r e ve r t there arr», 
in succession, a tansrent* 830 f e e t in length , a i * c curve to 
the r lpht ?70 f e e t , a t*n«cnt BTi f e e t , and a 6*55' ^urvc 
to the l e f t 194 f e ^ t to the point of accident and rjbb i eel 
eastward, from the east tr erf .'ire, 5 n suo t-"* sc ion, a tantr^nt 
2,88? f e e t In length, a 4° C U M V O to the l e f t 410 f*<?t, a 
tangent 391 f s e t , and the curve on which the accident 
occurred. The prade I s 1.00 percent dnpcendinp eastward at 
the nolnt o f accident . Between poin ts 139 f e e t w**et and 
6J f e e t east o f the point of accident the track 1 L l a id in 
a shallow Bldehill cut. The north wall of t r i a cut r i s e s 
above the track on a s lope of a^nroxlmutely £ in 1 • 

Thl F c a r r i e r ' s opera t ing rules rued 1 ri par t as f o i l owe, 

37. * « * 

Extra t ra ins * * * must be governed by t r a i n orders 
with respect to opposing extra t r a ins . 

2 0 1 . For movements not provided f o r by r u l e or 
t ime - t ab l e , t ra in orders w i l l be issued bj the 
Train Dl spatcher * * * 

* » * 

The maxlr.iutE authorized speeds in the v i c i n i t y of the 
oo in t of accident are 30 miles cer hour for freiftht t ra ins 
and 2b mi les yer ho^r fo r locomot ives without ca re . 
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Description__o_f.. AcgL^M^ 
At MD Tower the crew of £J ©eel-electric locomotive 

904, assigned to mjne-run service, received cop3 v& of 
train order No. 509, made c o l l a t e at 4; £4 p. m., read­
ing m part as follows. 

E N G 904 WORKS E X T R A 4 30 FOUR THIRTY PH UX'TXL 
6 10 SIX Ttn P M BETWBFN 3H0KT LIKE J C T A W 
LUMBERPORT T3CT PROTECTING AGAINd? EXTRA T;iAU3 
ENG 904 RUN EXTRA L A W S O N XINE TO L U K B E R P O R ? 
# # # 

Short Line Jet, and Dawson Mine nre, reepectively, 0,70 
mile and 4.00 m i l e s e a s t of MD Tbver. Between KD "ower 
and Short Line J r t , traine are* operated by almal I n d i ­
cations. There are no open o f f ! cc« hetw»»en VP Tower anc? 
Lumberport. Work Extra 904, th tha l o c o m o t i v e head ad 
westward and pushing a cflbonp^, ilerrrted e a s t - r o u n d from 
MD Tower at 4*50 p. m, an A nroreeded to Dawson Mine "he re 
switching" service was performed and 31 l oaded cer3 were 
added to the train. It then proceeded to Hepzlbah, 
miles west of the p o i n t of a c c i d e n t , \ mvp additional 
switching service W P B performed. At thia point three 
loaded cars were add*>d t o the rear of the train and a 
brake teat was made. This train, vd th *he locomotive 
pushing the caboose and D u l l i n g 34 cara, departed e a s t ­
bound froju Hepzibah about 6,02 p. nu, assumed Its 
authority under train order No. 509 to proceed ao Extra 
904 Ea«t on expiration of the work order at 6; 30 p . m., 
and while moving at a apeed of 17 T i l lee per hour I t 
collided with Extra 443? West a t a point 1.00 miles west 
of the station at lumberport. 

At Lumberport the crew of engine 4433, an east-bound 
steam locomotive of the tyre asalpned to helpar 
service, received, among others, copleo of train order No* 
521 reading aa follows' 

ENU 4433 RUK EXTRA LU&PERPOR? TO 3FORT LINE JCT 
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Train order No. 521 was made complete a t 6.08 
This t r a in departed from Lumberport a t 6.13 p, , and 
while Tiovin^ a t a speed va r ious ly eatltinted ae from 
lb to 20 miles per hour i t collided with Extra 904 East. 

The caboose, tne locomot ive , the f i r s t four cars 
and the f r o n t trurk o f the firtn c*r of Extra S04 iSwst 
were d e r a i l e d . The caboose overrode the b u f f e r a t the 
east end o f the D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c u n i t and te lescoped the 
cab o f the uni t . The locomot ive stopsed approximately 
in l i n e wi th the track, and the de ra i l ed cars stopped 
in variour p o s i t i o n s on o r necr the tra ck. The l o c o ­
motive was considerably damaged. The caboose and the 
first car v e r s destroyed, snrt the o t h e r d e r a i l e d cars 
were somewhat dfli^a^<?d. The engine truck and tne d r i v i n g 
wheels of locomotive 443^ w e r e de ra ! l ed . This locomotive 
stopped upright and in l i n e with the t raok. The front end 
wa-i somewhat damp red* 

The conductor of Extra 904 East was killed. The 
engineer, t ne fireman, the f r cn t brakeman, and the flagman 
of Extra 904 East and the engineer, the fireman, and the 
flagman of Extra 4433 West were injured 

The weather wra c l ea r a t th* t i ^ e of the accident , 
which occurred about 6 15 p. m, 

D l e s e l - e l e c t r l c unit 904 i s o f the road-switcher type. 

Disouasion 

The ru les of th is c a r r i e r p rov ide tha t ext ra t ra ins 
w i l l be authorised by t r a in orders and w i l l be sovern^d by 
t ra in orders *dth respect t o opposing extra trains* 

Train order No. ?09 r issued at 4;P4 p . r c M aatnorl?,ed 
engine 904 to work extra 50 T>. m. un t i l 6: 10 p . n\ between 
Short Line Jot. nnd LuJEberport not p r o t e c t i n g a ra lns t e r t ra 
t ra ins , and i t a lso Authorised engine 904 to proceed as 
Extra 904 East between Da vson Mine and Lumberport. This t r a in 
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order waa transmitted to the operator a t ME Tower but 
was not transmitted to the operator at Lumberport. 
Train order Ro. 621, wh3 en was issued at 6 :08 p. m. , 
authorized the movement of Extra 4433 Vest between 
Lumberport and Snort Line Jet. A copy of the work 
order which was contained in train order No, 5 0 $ was 
not delivered to the crew of Extra 4 4 3 3 Vest when that 
train waft authorised to enter the working limits prior 
to 6 ; 1 0 p. in., and no provision H U S made to establish 
a meeting point between Extra 904 East and Extra 4 4 5 3 
West or to restrict the movement of either train with 
respect to the other train. This resulted In an over­
lapping of the authority of the t*o train*. 

The accident recurred in e sidehill cut on a curve. 
A E Extra 904 East e-nd Extra 44?3 West -were approaching 
the point >*her* t he acci dent occurred peseta t5 on and the 
wall of the cat restricts tr;e view of the track nhesd 
froa tine vest and the east to distanced of 3 1 ? feet and 
307 feet, respectively. Tie front brâ erran of Extra 9 0 4 
East was on the pi* tfom at the east end of the caboose, 
and the flagman and the conductor vere oeated inside the 
cabooee. The front br&kerran said tha'* *rhen he saw the 
opposing train he called a warning. Tr.e front brakeman 
and the flar^ian Jumped off the caboose before the collision 
occurred. The engineer aaJd that he moved the braXe valve 
to emergency position **hen the front o~d of locomotive 
4 4 3 3 came into view. Examination of the tape of the speed* 
recording device after tne aJC J lent occurred dlecJotf"d 
that Extra 904 Eaut was mov\n§» at a speed of 17 mjles per 
hour a t the point of collision. The enginemen, the flagman, 
and a road foreman of engines were in the cab of locomotive 
4 4 3 3 as it approached the point where the accident occurred. 
The bra&ee of the locomotive had been tested and had 
functioned properly when used. The engineer said that the 
speed was about 18 or 20 miles per hour when he saw the 
caboose at the front end of the opposing train. He 
immediately closed the throttle and made an emergency 
application of the bra/.es. He did not t hi nit the speed vrns 
iiaterially reduced cefore the collision occurred. The 
fireman thought the speed was about 15 mil efi per hour at the 
point of collision. 
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The t r a i n d i s p a t c h e r s a i l t ha t a t the Urns ho i s s u e d 
t r a i n o r d e r No . 509 he d i d no t p l a n to a u t h o r i s e an e n e t -
bound e x t r a tr%3 n to l e a v e L u s b e r ^ o r t u n t i l a f t e r 5:10 
p . m. and a f t « » r Sx t ra 904 Eas t had a r r i v e d a t t h a t p o i n t . 
F o r thls r eason he d i d no t t m n a ^ i t the o r d e r to the 
o p e r a t o r a t L u n t e r p o r t . He s a i d t h a t when he lanued t r a i n 
o r d e r N o . &?1. which a u t h o r i z e d the jnoverc«?nt o f Ex t ra 4433 
West be tween Lmsborpor t and Shor t L i n e J e t . , b e o v e r l o o k e d 
the f a c t that Ex t ra 904 Eaet had been « t i tho r l zed by t r a i n 
o r d * r No* 509 to *nove oetween Daweon Mine snfl Lumberpor t . 
A B a r e s u l t , he mad® no p r o v i s i o n t o r e s t r i c t the movement 
o f e i t h e r t r a i n w i t h r e s p e c t to tne o t h e r t r a i n . 

The I n v e s t i g a t i o n d i s c l o s e d t ha t in t h i o t e r r i t o r y 
i t has been a p r a c t i c e to I s s u e t r a i n o r d e r s which c o n t a i n 
p r o v i s i o n * a u t h o r i s i n g a l o c o m o t i v e to work e x t r a between 
d e s i g n a t e d p o i n t s and between ata ted t imes ne t p r o * e c t l ng 
a g a i n s t e x t r a t r a i n s , and aut no r i s ing* the same l o c o m o t i v e 
to run e* t ra between p o i n t s wi t a i n the w o r ^ i n ^ 11ml ta . 
O f f i c i a l s o f the c a r r i e r I n t e r p r e t t h i s *"oru o f o r d e r as 
a u t h o r i z i n g the dee t~na t^d t r r i n to p r o c e e d aa an e x t r a 
a f t e r the e x p i r a t i o n o f the t ime da r ing which I t w e « 
a u t h o r i s e d as a work e x t r a . Th is f o n i o f o r d e r i s used to 
r e l i e v e the c rew o f the d e s i g n a t e d t r a i n "rem p r o v i d i n g 
f l a £ p r o t e c t i o n u n t i l e x p i r a t i o n o f the t l i i e s t a t e d i n the 
work o r d e r . T r a i n s In mlne-r^m s e r v i c e i n t h i s t e r r i t o r y 
f r e q u e n t l y a r e o p e r a t e d w i t h the caboose a t t he f r o n t end 
f o r the c o n v e n i e n c e o f the t r a i n c r e w . 

Caups 

This a c c i d e n t was c u f f e d by o v e r l a p s n p - o f a u t h o r i t y 
o f two o p p o s i n g e x t r a t r a l n q . 

Doted a t Washington> B, C . , t h i s s i x t h 
day o f September, 1$55. 

Ry tne Corral s c i o n , C o T ^ i e e i o n e r S lar fce . 

( S E A L ) HAIICIM p. M C C C Y , 

S e c r e t a r y . 


