
I N T E R S T A T E QOll'-lSSlQl* 

TTASHirGTC:* 

R 3 P 0 R T : !0 . 3662 

B A L T I M O R E A N D O H I O R A I L R O A D OOL^^VI 

I : T R E A C C I D E N T 

- E A R I JAMSVTLLE, M D . , O N 

N O V E M B E R 4 , 1 9 5 5 



- 2 -
Report No. 3662 

Date: 
Railroad: 
Location: 
Kind of accident: 
Equipment involved 

Train number: 
Locomotive number: 

Consist: 
Estimated speeds: 
Operation: 
Tracks: 

leather: 
Time: 
Casualti es: 
Cause: 

November 4, 1955 
Baltimore and Ohio 
IJamsville, Md. 
Rear-end collision 
Ballast regulator 
track car 

5 m. p. h. 
Signal Indications 

Freight train 

Extra 944 East 
Diee*el-eleetrle 
units 943A, 943X 
and 935X 

126 cars, caboose 
30 m. p. h. 

Double; 7°45l curve; 0.69 percent 
ascending grade eastward 

Clear 
10:01 a. m # 

2 killed; 3 injured 
Failure to provide adeouate protection 
for the movement of e ballast regulator 
track car 

SU12IAHY 
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT NO. 3662 
IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 

UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910. 
BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAILROAD COMPANY 

January 13, 1950. 

Accident near IJamsvllle, Md,, on November 4, 1955, caused 
by failure to provide adequate protection for the 
movement of a ballast regulator track car. 

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

CLARKE, Commissioner: 

On November 4, 1955, there was a rear-end collision 
between a ballast regulator track car and a freight train 
on the Baltimore and Ohio Rsilroad near IJamsvllle, Md,, 
which resulted In che death of one malntcnance-of-i-iay 
employee end one train-service employee, and the injury of 
two malntenance-of-way employees end one train-service 
employee. 

1 
Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com

merce Act the above-entitled oroccedlng was referred by the 
Commission to Commissioner Clarke for consideration and 
disposltlon. 
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L o c a t i o n o f A c c i d e n t and Method o f O p e r a t i o n 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t h a t p a r t o f t h e B a l t i m o r e 
D i v i s i o n e x t e n d i n g be tween P o i n t o f Hocks end R e l a y , M d . , 
58^0 m i l e s , a d o u b l e - t r a c k l i n e , o v e r which t r a i n s mov ing 
w i t h the c u r r e n t o f t r a f f i c a r c o p e r a t e d by s i g n a l i n d i c a 
t i o n s . The main t r a c k s f rom n o r t h to south e r e d e s i g n a t e d 
a s H o . 3, wes tward and Kb . 4, e a s t w a r d . The a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d on t r a c k N o . 4 a t a p o i n t 1 3 . 6 m i l e s e a s t o f P o i n t 
o f Rocks and 1 # 4 m i l e s wost o f I j e m s v i l l c , From tho " e s t 
t h e r e a r e , i n s u c c e s s i o n , a 6*45 l c u r v e to the l e f t 933 f e e t 
i n l e n g t h , a t a n g e n t 1,163 f e e t , and a 7 e 4 5 ' c u r v e to t h e 
r i g h t 798 f o e t to the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t and 475 f e e t c a s t -
w a r d . The g r ade l a 0 . 6 9 p e r c e n t a s c e n d i n g eas tward a t the 
p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . 

Between p o i n t s 652 f e e t w e s t ond 515 f e e t c n s t o f the 
p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t the t r a c k s a r c l a i d In a c u t . The south 
w a l l o f t h e cu t r i s e s to c h e i g h t o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y 25 f e e t . 

A u t o m a t i c s i g n a l 554, g o v e r n i n g cas t -bound movements on 
t r a c k H o . 4 , i s l o c a t e d 2 ,651 f e e t wes t o f the p o i n t o f a c c i 
d e n t . 

T h i s c a r r i e r ' s o p e r a t i n g r u l e s r e a d In p r , r t as f o l l o w s : 

SIGNALS 

3 1 . The e x p l o s i o n o f t o r p e d o e s i s a s i g n a l t o be on 
the a l e r t f o r f l a g m a n , o b s t r u c t i o n c r t r ^ i n ahead. * * * 

* # * 

3 2 . A t r a i n f i n d i n g a f u s e e b u r n i n g on o r near I t s 
t r a c k must s t op and e x t i n g u i s h the f u s e e . I t may then 
p r o c e e d a t r e s t r i c t e d s p e e d . 

PROTECTION OF TRAINS 

9 9 , T7hcn a t r a i n I s m o v i n g under c i r c u m s t a n c e s I n 
which i t may be o v e r t a k e n by nno ther t r a i n , t h e f l agman 
must t ake a-ct ion to I n s u r e f u l l p r o t e c t i o n . 3y n i g h t , 
o r by day when t h e v i e w i s obscu red - l i g h t e d f u s e e s 
must be thrown o f f a t p r o p e r i n t e r v a l s . 
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T Thcn i t r ? l n s t o p s under c i r c u m s t a n c e s i n -rrhich 
i t moy be o v e r t a k e n by a n o t h e r t r-<ln, t h e f l r g m a n 
must go beck i m m e d i a t e l y *rith f l e g m ^ n ' s s i g n a l s i 
s u f f i c i e n t d i s t a n c e to I n s u r e f u l l p r o t e c t i o n , p l a c i n g 
t "o t o r p e d o e s on the r o i l , nnd -fti.cn n e c e s s a r y , d l s -
p l o y i n g l i g h t e d f u s e e i n r end i t i on . 

TThon s i g n a l h ° s been g i v e n r e c a l l i n g t h e f l e g n e n 
* * s a f e t y to the t r ^ i n T T . I I p e r m i t , ho imy 
r e t u r n , l e a v i n g the t o r p e d o e s "nd a l i g h t e d f u s c c , 

# # * 

TRACK CAR OPERATION 

110 . * * * 

Tr^ok c^r o p e r a t o r s must s e c u r e Fe rn 1089-D from 
t e l e g r a p h e p e r o t o r f ^ r t h e mcvement o f "11 t r ^ c k c a r s 
on mj ln t r r c k s . * •* # r'rnon ? d d l t i - n - l i n f o r m a t i o n i s 
s ecu red on t r a i n movements, o now Form 1089-D must be 
o b t a i n e d . 

Track co r e p e r o t o r must g i v e t h e t e l e g r a p h e p e r e t e r 
h i s t r e c k ca r number, d i r e c t i o n he i s to r r -vc, p o i n t s 
b e t w e e n T-Thich movement I s tc be mode °nd the t ime 
r e q u i r e d to n r k e the movement. 

T r e i n D i s p a t c h e r - r i l l f u r n i s h t e l e g r a p h o p e r a t o r 
c o m p l e t e l i n e - u p e f movement o f o i l t r a i n s , number of 
l i n e - u p , t r i c k to T T h ich l i n e - u p " p n l i c s ^nd t ime i t 
e x p i r e s . O p e r a t o r T d l l r e c o r d t h i s I n f o r m a t i o n In 
p i r t I on F^rn 1089-D - s i t i s r e c e i v e d ond r v o e o t i t 
to the T r a i n D i s p a t c h e r . The t e l e g r a p h op ^ r ^ t o r ' 4 1 1 
then f i l l i n P ^ r t I I , shewing i n f ">rmr t l n n t ^ t he 
movement o f t r n c k c^rs kno T Tn t ^ bo n p c r ° t l n g be tween 
n l s s t a t i o n °nd n e x t ^p en t r ^ i n rrdcr s t ^ t l ^ n " t the 
t ime l i n e - u p i s i s s u e d . * * * 

1 , Thcn t h e t r r o k c"r ^-Dor^t^r r e c e i v e s F-rm 1089-D by 
t e l e p h o n e , he must r e p e a t t he l n f o r m ° t i ^ n to the t e l e 
g raph oncr^ t o r . The t r r c k c n r ^ p c r ^ t ^ r must r c ^ d ^ l c u d 
tc "11 p e r s o n s ^n th~ t r ^ c k c n r the I n f o r m a t i o n r e c e i v e d 
on Form 1Q69-D. 

# # # 

http://-fti.cn
http://tt.ii
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Track c n r s must c l c n r t he i m m t r a c k tan minutes 
b c f c r c schedu led t r a i n s n r e due . Track c a r ~n c r i t ' r s 
must uso g^ad judgment i n c l e a r i n g ^ t h e r t r - i n s sh'^m 
m the l i n e - u p . Track c" r Tust c l c ^ r t h e n ^ m t r ^ c k 
b e f - r e the t i n e U n i t m l i n e - u p e x p i r e s . "* * * 

•fr * •* 

T e l e g r a p h ^ p c r ^ V r s w i l l keep i c o m p l e t e r c c r d m 
t h e i r b l ^ c h s h e e t s rf i l l t r a c k ca_r m r v c r ' c n t s . Sucn 
t r ^ c k c ° r s ' i l l be c o n s i d e r e d " i n the b l ^ c k " be tween 
any tT T r- •-pen s t a t i o n s u n t i l r e p o r t e d e l e i r , ~ r t he 
l i n e - u p e x p i r e s , * *' * 

# -Jr -»t 

These r u l e s d r t r e l i e v e t r i c k c ">r n p c n t ' r s f r ~ n 
p r o t e c t i n g t r a c k ca r s i n a c c r d - m c e " i t h P u l e 9 9 . 

,5- to 

I n s t r u c t i o n s g o v e r n i n g the I l a i n t e n m c o T 7 ay D e p a r t 
ment rco.d i n p a r t as f ^ l l ^ w s 

9 0 . (a,) Tra.ck ea r s i n c l u d e n ^ t r r c a r s * * ^ m d 
^ t h c r appa ra tus c o n t a i n e d -.n c m s ~ r t r u c k s t h i t m y 
b e i i^ved n m u - l l y t^ and f r m the t rack* 

# # * 

On two more main t r a c k s , movements i g o i n s t c u r r e n t 
o f t r a f f i c w i l l no t be a i d e i n n t r " ck f o r which a l i n e 
up has been i s s u e d u n t i l line—up h i s e x p i r e d c r t r a c k 
ca r o p e r a t o r n o t i f i e d . 

I n f o r m a t i o n w i l l be i n c l u d e d i n the l i n e - u p which 
w i l l i n d i c a t e to t r a c k car p p e r ^ t c r s T-hcn c e r t a i n 
t r a i n s may run f a s t e r than usual cue t^ l i g h t t annage , 
s p e c i a l c o u l p r v n t ^ r <- t ne r r c n s r n s . 

"Tien i n f r r n a t i ' - n c^nn^t be o b t a i n e d ^s t i t r i m 
movements, t r ° c k car must be ^ p e r ^ t c d under f l ^ g 
p r o t e c t i o n . 

# •>,* * 
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I n the v i c i n i t y ~ f the p ^ l n t " f a c c i d e n t the n rx inun 
a u t h o r i z e d speeds ">rc 30 n i l e s p e r h-ur f - r f r e i g h t t r a i n s 
-nd 20 r i l e s p e r h-ur f r r t r~ck c a r s . 

D e s c r i p t i o n ^f A c c i d e n t 

B a l l a s t r e g u l a t o r t r - c k c i r BD4-K, o c c u p i e d by the r p c r -
" t ^ r ^nd t*Tr s e c t i ^ n n c n , d e p a r t e d c ° s t - V u r . d ~n t r i c k I T ' . 3 
tva F r e d e r i c k J e t . , 10*6 n i l e s e n s t ^ f F - i n t ~ f Rrcks ^nd 
t h e l a s t -pen o f f i c e , a t 8 :31 a. n . I t c r o s s e d f r ~ n t r a c k 
Kh. 3 t~ t r - c k :*" . 4 i t R e e l s K i l l , 1.3 n i l e s c^s t ~ f 
F r e d e r i c k J e t . T 7h l l c i t v - s r a v i n g e a s t w a r d r n t r - c k N o . 4 
n t a speed r f a V u t 5 n i l e s p e r h^ur i t T T ^ S s t ruck by Ex t ra 
944 E a s t a t n p ~ i n t 1 ,7 n i l e s e a s t a f R e e l s M i l l -nd 1.4 
m i l e s w e s t o f I J ° n s v i l l c . 

Ex t ra 944 E^s t , i n e^s t -b-und f r e i g h t t r ° l n , c o n s i s t e d 
' f D l e s e l - e l e c t r l c u n i t s 943A, 943X, "nd 935X, coup led I n 
n u l t i p l c - u n i t c e n t r a l , 126 c i r s , n c ^ b ' ^ s e , and h e l p e r D l e s e l -
e l e c t r l c u n i t s 289, 368X, -nd 973 , coupled i n n u l t i p l c - u n i t 
c e n t r a l . T h i s t r a i n p a s s e d F r e d e r i c k J e t . a t 9 :56 a, n . , 
p a s s e d s i g n a l 554, wh ich I n d i c a t e d P r o c e e d , "nd w h i l e moving 
a t i speed ^ f ^ t r u t 30 n i l e s p e r h~ur i t s t r u c k b a l l a s t 
r e g u l a t o r t r ° c k c n r 3D4-K. 

The b a l l n g t r c g u l a t - r t r~ck ca r w^s d e m o l i s h e d . The 
r - ad l r - c r m ^ t l v e -nd t h e f i r s t 26 c a r s a f Hlxtr-1 944 Sns t 
w e r e d e r a i l e d . The l ^ c - ^ n ^ t l v e -nd the f i r s t f ur c a r s 
s t - p p e d u p r i g h t -nd I n l i n e w i t h the t r a c k . The f r ^ n t a f 
the" l a 0 ^ r r t i v c v i s 1 ,434 f e e t c^ s t a f t he p ^ i n t 't c l l i s i r n . 
The - t h c r d e r a i l e d c a r s s t e p p e d I n v i r i ~ u s p ^ s i t i r n s ^n ^r 
near the t r i c k . The f i r s t D l e s e l - e l e c t r l c u n i t w~s s ' n e w h a t 
damaged. The second ->nd t h i r d u n i t s were s l i g h t l y d n n g e d . 
S i x ' f t he d e r a i l e d c a r s w e r e d e s t r o y e d , -nd t h e ^ t h c r d e 
r a i l e d c a r s were c~ ns idc ra /b iy d ic i rgod* 

The ^ p e r i t ^ r r f t h e ba.l ln.st r c g u l a t - r t r ^ c k car and 
the f i r e n m ^ f Ext ra 944 Eks t w e r e k i l l e d . The t w r s c c t l r n -
;icn w i t h t h e t r a c k c a r -nd the f r ~ n t b r ^ e e ^ n - f E x t r " 944 
S^st w e r e i n j u r e d . 

The wea the r T ° S c l e a r - t the t i n e a f t he a C C l d c n t , wh ich 
o c c u r r e d ? b r u t 1 0 : 0 1 n . n . 

http://ba.lln.st
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The t r a c e co r i n v o l v e d " a S ~> h o l i e s t r e g u l a t o r , s c a r 
i f i e r n n d p l - w , I t v - s p ^ v c r c d by " l O O - h ^ r s e p ^ c r g a s o l i n e 
e n g i n e •'nd w~s equipped - d t h a t r a n s m i s s i o n p r - v l d i n g f ' ur 
speeds i n e i t h e r d i r e c t i o n . I t c u ld be a p e r - t c d ^t speeds 

f r - n 1/2 to 21 r u l c s p e r h ur . The c^r v s 10 f e e t i n 
l e n g t h , -nd the w h e e l b a s e T T "s 5 f e e t . I t w^s eouipped w i t h 
i b r , l l n s t r e g u l a t i n g ^ncl r e c l a m i n g T r i n g ^n c n c h s i d e a n d 

T T i t n a, V - t y o e p l ' w . A h y d r a u l i c c ^ n t r ^ l s y s t c n W H S p r ~ v l d c d 
f o r r a i s i n g "nd l - w o r m c ? the T T i n g s , -n^ n l s ^ f r r h ' r i z - n t n l 
-•djustrrent the i T m g s . T r i t h t h e T T i n g s ^nd p low i n t r a v e l 
p - s i t l ^ p the " v c r - " l l l e n g t h - f the ~ia Chine w~ s 11 f e e t 6 
i n c h e s , t he w i d t h 10 f e e t , "nd the h e i g h t w-s 7 f e e t 
6 i n c h e s , " I t h the w i n g S ^nd p l ^ w i n - p e r ° t i n g p o s i t i o n 
the l e n g t h w-s 15 f e e t 9 i n c h e s , - nd the T l d t h wn S n n-jciau i 
a f 16 f e e t . The " e i g h t w - E 9 ,100 pounds . The c n r T ^ s equ ipped 
- T i t h " s e t o f f t u r n t a b l e w m o h ^n^blcd r*>cn t" s^t t he car 
o f f t he tr"c_: under p r i - c r a t ~ny r ~ t ~ r - c a r set—off* The c"r 
wng I n s u l a t e d t~ p r e v e n t the shun t ing ~ f t r ^ c c c i r c u i t s . 

D u r i n g tne 30-day p e r i - d p r e c e d i n g the d -y r f the ^ e e l -
d e n t tne a v e r a g e d a i l y n - v e n e n t I n the v i c i n i t y of the p o i n t 
~ f a c c i d e n t T r r , s 9 ,6 e a s t - b ' u n d t r a i n s -nd 1 5 , 7 w e s t - b ' u n d 
t r r i n s . 

D i s c u s s i o n 

B e f o r e b a l l a s t r e g u l a t o r t r a c k car 3D4-K d e p a r t e d frrrn. 
F r e d e r i c k J e t . t he ^pcrr- t^r s ecu red a l i n o - u p f " r the n - v o -
n e n t of the ca r t^ H e e l s K i l l *n t r ack I'o # 3, T h i s l i n e - u p 
w^s i s s u e d a t 3 :30 a,, n . -nd e x p i r e d " t 8:45 a., r . , and c o n 
t a i n e d the I n f o r m a t i o n tha t t h e r e r c r e n ' t r a i n s I n the d i s 
t r i c t n t r~ck F". 3 . The car T P S - p e r a t e d -n trac-~ !*- . 3 
t" H e e l s K i l l i n - r d o r t r pas s a "cs t -b~und f r e i g h t t r a i n 
whlc . i w"s then s t " n d i n g ~n t r ^ c k I v . 4 . A t H e e l s N i l l t h e 
' p e r ^ t " r - f tne c^r ^ b t n i n o d s_c~nd 1] ne-up f r T tho o r -
a t - r a t F r e d e r i c k J e t . Th i s l i n e - u p t ^ S f~r t h e ^ - v e n c n t 
o f t he caj? f r~" i R e e l s K i l l t r X n r ' v i r , 5 .6 " l i e s o n a t o f 
H e e l s K i l l , ~n tr^ci I " - . 4 . I t v - s i s s u e d by the t r ^ i n 
d i s p a t c h e r - t 8 :42 " . -nd e x p i r e e " t 11*01 a, sr., °nd 
c n t a l n c d tho i r . f ' r a i t i r n th^t "n e x t r " c a s t v " s c a l l e d n t 
Brunswick , 6.9 r i l e s v e s t o f p - i n t of R - c k s , ° t 6:50 r . 
The ' • p e r ^ t ^ r of ^hc c - r r ^ d tr_l s l i n e - u p t~ t h e t-^ s c c t i ^ n -
ncn . Tncsc employees then b ^ r d ^ d the c ° r "nd p r o c e e d e d 
e a s t w a r d . One o f the s c c t i ^ n ' - e n - l i s h t c d near s i g n a l 554 
w i t h f l a g g i n g equipment and r e n a l n r d i n t h ' t v i c i n i t y t~ p r o 
t e c t tn.c c"r Trhi lc n r i n t o . r n c c v^re: was p e r f o r m e d 0 1 s t o f 
t h e s i g n a l . A h - u t 9 :20 a. r . t he car r e t u r n e d to the v i c i n i t y 
of the f l ^ g m n . The s c c t i o n r - n "h- w^s e c c ^ r . p ° n y i n g t h e car 
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l n f ^ r n o d the f l a g r r n t h n t i t T"-uld be n e c e s s a r y t^ tn 
I j a n i s v i l l c t^ " b t r i n r d d i t i ' n r l t - ^ l a 7 ^nd t h a t the e r r 
w~ u ld then r e t u r n f t h e p - l n t a t v h l c h n ^ i n t e n a n c o ^ r ' c 
was b e i n g p e r f u m e d . The f l a g r i ° n r e n a m e d i n the v i c i n i t y 

f t he s i g n a l Tfh i le t h i s t r i ^ n n d c n n d n r i n t e n ^ n c o t r r k 
was resumed. A b ' ut 9 :50 i , t h e e r r ^ g a i n r e t u r n e d t*** 
t h e f l^gxarn , -nd the •'p ^rrt~r i n s t r u c t e d the f l e g ^ a n tr 
b^ard the e r r , The f l r g r r n l e f t tin- t ^ rped cs r n the r r . i l , 
bu t he d i d n^t l e a v e a f u s e e . A f t e r the f l r g n r n V n r d e d 
tne c a r , t he e r r p r o c e e d e d e a s t w a r d . The s c c t l - n a c n s " i d 
t h r t t h ^ r c w°s n~ n c n t i ^ n ~ f the t n i n sh-rm ^ the l i n e - u p 
which h rd been r e c e i v e d a t K e e l s h i l l . The s e c t i ~ n n r n T 'h" 
w n s a s s i s t i n g t h e - p e r ^ t c r ~ f t h e car s r i d thr t the ^-Der^t^r 
d i d n^ t ncn t l ' -n h i s p l a n , but he g a i n e d the i - p r c s s i - n t h r t 
t h e ^ p e r r t - r I n t e n d e d t^ p r r c c e d t^ I j a a s v i l l c ^nd c l e n r 
t r r c k N ' " . 4 f - r t h e t r U n . the c^r r>~vcd c " s t T ^ r d t h e 
"pi-rs- tT ° skcd - nc - f t he s c c t l ^ n r o n T Th'.t t i r e i t wns. The 
s c c t i - n - ^ n t I d h i n t h ^ t i t T̂ S I O ^ « n . The - p e r ^ t - r then 
r e n r r k e d t h r t t h e r e w~>s o s r"iall -a^unt rf " i^ In tcn r , nce T r - r k 
t~ be c n p l e t c d a t t h r t p ^ l n t , and he r educed t h e speed - f 
t he ca r and l o w e r e d nc ^ f t h e T d n g s » The c^r wrs s t r u c k 
by Extr-^ 9C4 Eas t s- n a f t ^ r the wing w^s l o w e r e d . The su r 
v i v i n g occupan t s f the car s^ ld t h r t because - f the n ' I s c 
" f t h e e r r they d i d n~t hear Z jc t r n 944. E-^st n p p r - r c h l n g . 
One rf t h e s e c n p l ~ y c c s srw the t r ^ i n n n d Junpod f r - n t h e 
car i r . a e d i a t c l y b e f o r e the c l l i s i ' n - c c u r r c d . 

The c rew - f E x t r a 944 E r s t r e t o r t e d f^ r du ty rt B runs 
wick a t 6 :50 ° . iri. 7 -nd the t r r i n d e p a r t e d f r - n t h r t • c i n t 
r t 9 :25 r . n , Aa t h i s t r a i n img - ^ p r ^ c n i n g t h e p ^ i n t where 
the a c c i d e n t n c c u r r e d the e n g i n c r c n n n d t h e f r ^ n t braken^n 
w e r e n ^ I n t r l n i n g r l ^ r v - u t "hc^d fr-~> the c ~ n t r " l c - ^ p ^ r t -
aon t ' - f the f i r s t D l e s e l - e l e c t r l c u n i t . The r t h c r ^ e ^ b e r s 
~f t h e c rew w e r e a t t h o r e a r ~ f the t r a i n . The s u r v i v i n g 
e n p l - y r c s n the l ~ c r ~ ^ t i v o e - l d t h r t tTT^ t ^ r p e d ^ e s wore 
e x p l o d e d In the v i c i n i t y ^ f s i g n a l 554, Because " f c u r v a 
t u r e rf the t n c v - n n d t h e t ' " 1 1 - f t n e cu t , t he v ic iT t h e 
t r a c k aherd I n t h e i ^ n c d i ^ t e v i c i n i t y ^ f t h e p ' - in t ' • f r e e l -
d rn t v a s r e s t r i c t e d t^ r d l s t - n c c ^ f ^ p p r ^ x i r ^ t c l y 200 f e e t . 
These o o p l - y c c s s~id t h r t the e n g i n e e r r ^ d c -n e r c r g e n c y 
a p p l i c a t i o n " f the b r a k e s 1 i i i c d l " t e l y a f t e r t he t r a c k e r r 
b o c r n c v i s i b l e t h e n . The c l l i s i ^ n o c c u r r e d b e f o r e t h e 
speed ^ f the t r ^ I n hrd been n r t c r i a l l y r e d u c e d . A c c o r d i n g 
t" the t r p e <-f t h e s p e e d - r e c o r d i n g d e v i c e , the speed v r s 
i p p r ^ x i c e t c l y 30 a i l e s p e r h ur ^hen t h e b r n k c ^ p p l i c " t i ^ n 
becaac e f f e c t i v e . 
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The i n v e s t i g a t i o n d i s c i - s c d t h a t i n t h e ^ p c r i t i - n o f 
the t r a c k ca r i n v o l v e d i t had been a p r a c t i c e t~ c l e a r t h e 
n a i n t r a c k b e f o r e the a r r i v a l t r a i n s . Dur ing the 5-nonth 
p e r i o d p r e c e d i n g t h e day ~ f t h e a c c i d e n t , t h e s o c t i - n n a n who 
i , r i s a c t i n g as f l a g n n n f T the Cor -n t h e day -~ f t h e a c c i d e n t 
hod a c t e d i n t h i s c a p a c i t y d u r i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t p e r i o d s a g g r e 
g a t i n g be tween 5 ^nd 6 w e e k s . Dur ing t h i s t i m e i t had b e e n 
n e c e s s a r y f ^ r h in t^ s t^p ^ n l y one t r ^ l n . T h i s t r - - in had 
p e r f o r m e d l o c o l s w i t c h i n g en r ^ u t c ~-nd w n s shrwn n the l i n e 
up h e l d by the ' p c r n t ^ r - f t he c n r as h a v i n g pas sed a s t a t i o n 
3 2 , 6 m i l e s d i s t a n t a b - u t 4 hr urs b e f o r e I t was s tepped by t h e 
s c c t i - n n o n . On the d ry «~f t h e a c c i d e n t the o p e r a t o r n f t h e 
c a r r e " d the l i n c - u p *-hich he r e c e i v e d i t R e e l s M i l l to the 
t u r s c c t l o n n c n , but he d i d n~t t o l l then t h e t i n e t h - t he 
e x p e c t e d the t r a i n to p a s s R e e l s 1 ' i l l . A s h o r t t i n e b e f o r e 
the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d the - p e r i t o r " f t h e c o r r e c a l l e d t h e 
f l n g m n ~-nd s t a r t e d t h e car t<~wnrd I j a n s v l l l o °nd then, a f t e r 
n s k l n g t h e t i n e , he reduced the speed ~ f t he c^r ^nd l o w e r e d 

ne r f t h e wings w i t h o u t f l n g p r o t e c t i o n , F r - r t h i s i t 
i p p c r r s t h a t he p l a n n e d to c l c ^ r E x t r ^ 91-i Eas t n n d c o n s i d e r e d 
t h e r e was s u f f i c i e n t t i n e to p c r f o r n a d d i t l - n - l m l n t o n o n c c 
w~rk w h i l e he w i s en r ^ u t c to I J i n g v l l l c . Howeve r , i t e r u ld 
n^ t be d e t e r r l n c d t h a t he had r e c e i v e d any i n f o r m a t i o n c o n 
c e r n i n g tne t r a i n e x c e p t t h e t ^ h i o n v o s i n c l u d e d i n the l i n c -
up. The o p e r a t o r a t F r e d e r i c k J e t . s a i d t h a t when he g a v e 
t h e l i n c - u o t- the r u o r t T o f t h e c~r a t R e e l s M i l l he ^ e y 
h^vc i n f o r i r c d him t h a t Ext ra 9^1 Eas t had n o t d e p a r t e d f r - n 
Brunswick , but he s o l d he i m S c e r t a i n t h a t he d i d n^t t e l l 
t he o p e r a t o r o f the c a r the t i n e the t r a i n w ° s c x o c c t c d t<~ 
l e ^ v e Brunswick . He s a i d t h a t ^ f t : r he t a l k e d w i t h t h e ' •pc r -
a t ^ r ~ f the ca r ^rhen he g " v c h in the l i n o - u o he hod no f u r t h u r 
c ~ n v o r s ^ t l n ^ith h i n . A t e l e p h ne ^ t I J a m s v l l l e was a v a . i l -
a b l e the ° p c r : t T - f the c~r , but the s e c t l ^ n ^ n Trho 
a c e npan icd the c^r to t h a t s t ^ t l ^ n s^ ld t h ^ t t he t e l e p h o n e 
wis n ~ t u sed . T h i s t e l e p h o n e I s ~n a c i r c u i t u h i c h c o n n e c t s 
the o f f i c e s i t F r e d e r i c k J e t . , I r n r ^ v i a , lit. A i r y , and f i v e 
- d d i t i - n - 1 V - t h t e l e p h o n e s . Mt . - l r y i s 7*1 m i l e s c a s t o f 
M - n r o v l a . The " p c r o t ^ r a t each o f the l a t t e r s t a t i o n s s a i d 
t n a t ho nad n- c ^ n n u n l c a t l - n T i l t h a ly o f t h e emp loyees w i t h 
t h e ca r the day o f the a c c i d e n t * On the d ° y ~ f the a c c i 
d e n t E x t r a 9l- i Enst depa r t ed f r - n Brunswick 2 £ r u r s 35 min 
u t e s a f t e r t he c r e w wen t r n d u t y . Dur ing the 15-day p e r i o d 
p r e c e d i n g the d->y o f the a c c i d e n t 126 eas t -bound f r e i g h t 
t r a i n s v i a F r e d e r i c k J e t . d e p a r t e d f v n Brunswick* The t ime 
consumed by b rake t e s t s ^nd - t n e r t e r m i n a l d e l a y s be tween the 
t i n e s t h e crews r f t h e s e t r a i n s Trent ~n duty ^nd the t i n e s 
the t r a i n s d e p a r t e d ranged f r ^ n 16 minutes t^ 5 nr urs 18 
n i n u t c s . Of t h e s e t r a i n s , 111 consumed l o s s than 2 h urs 35 
n i n u t o s a f t ^ r the c r e w T ^ n t ^ n du ty n n d b e f o r e the t r n i n 
d e p a r t e d , "nd 15 c nsuncd n - r e than 2 hr urs 35 n i n u t o s . The 
o v e r a g e t ime was 1 hour 10 m n u t e s . 

http://ava.il-


3552 

- 12 -

On t h i s l i e b r l l i s t r o g u l ^ t r t r - c k c ° r s r f tho t y p e 
I n v l v c d i n t h i s a c c i d e n t p ro o p e r a t e d under t h e r u l e s g o v e r n 
i n g t h e o p c r r t i - n o f t r a c k e r r s . These r u l e s r e q u i r e the 
o p ^ r - t T s o f t r a c k c a r s tr s e c u r e l i n e - u p s r f t r n l n i - v e n c n t s , 
i f p s s i b l c , b e f r r e o C C u - o y i n g the n^ in t r a c k . The o p e r a t o r s 
o f t r a c k crrrs T C r c o u i r e d t^ c l t T r e g u l a r t r a i n s 10 rainutos 
-nd t" use t h e i r j u d g n m t ^s t r the t i n e - th~r t r a i n s n r : to 
be c l e a r e d . O p e r a t o r s ~t ' p e n o f f i c e s n r c r c o u i r e d t r keep 
a. r c c r r d rn t h e i r b l ~ c k s h e e t s ' f t h e r v c ^ c n t s " f t r a c k c a r s 
between o f f i c e s , ^ d such c n r a n r c c o n s i d e r e d ns b e i n g I n the 
e l : ck u n t i l t hey i r e r e p o r t e d c l e a r - f t h e t r i i n tr*>ck r r t he 
l i n e - u p n which t h e y ° r c being o p e r a t e d h - s e x p i r e d . A t 
t h e t i n e Ext ra 9<M E r s t p a s s e d F r e d e r i c k O c t . , t r th t h e 
- p e r a t - r a t F r e d e r i c k J e t . ~nd the ^ p e r a t ' r " t H" nr ' v i a v e r c 
r-Tj-ro thart t ra ck car BD4-K had n^t been r e p o r t e d c l e a r r f 
t he main t r a c k . I n t h i s v i c i n i t y f a c i l i t i e s T C i v a i l n b l c 
f _ r p r r v i d i n g b l ^ c k p r t c c t l n f r r the n--venent t r ^ c k 
c a r s , bu t t he se f a c i l i t i e s a r c n^t used f ~ r t i n t p u r p o s e . 

Dur ing the p a s t 10 y e a r s the 0 m i s s i o n h^s i n v e s t i g a t e d 
63 e l u s i o n s , i n c l u d i n g the p r e s e n t c a s e , i n T T h i c h t r a c k 
n- t T - c a r s w e r e i n v o l v e d . These a c c i d e n t s r e s u l t e d i n the 
dea th s 9 _ p c r s - n s and tho i n j u r y - f 162 p e r s o n s . 

Cause 

T h i s a c c i d e n t caused by f a i l u r e tr p r o v i d e ^doqu^ tc 
p r o t e c t i o n f - r the T v c f c n t r f a b a l l a s t r e g u l a t o r t r a c k c a r . 

D-^ted a t , r " s h l n g t n, D, C . , t h i s t h i r t e e n t h 
d^y o f Jnnu^ry, 1956. 

3y the C^pniss l 1 "n , Co~ in l s s i -ne r C l a r k e . 
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